Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



'''SraW"^' 



SB 



M ip^S? 



^.I^g?'^- 







■'OMi'. 



n 



M 

f ^ ^ 



R 









°fj 



M 



.^V4Vl/5j 












H 






i. 



M 



mnTERBAI. HI8T0KT 



UNITED STATES 



AMERICA. 

£MBItACING THE WHOI.B PERIOD FROM THB'iJ 

EARLIEST DI8COTERIE8, 

DOWN TO TBE PRESENT TIME 

JN THREE PARTS. 



DISTRICT OF CONNECTICUT, jjs. 

BE IT REMEMBERED, Thaton iheluurtii 
day of September, in the fifty-third year at 
the ladepeDdeaco of the United States of Amerl 
en. Ezra Strong, of the said District, hath d epos 
lied in this Oifice. the title ofa hook, the right whereof hi 
olaimB as Proprietor, in the words following, to nit : " A L'ni 
Tenial History of the United Siatoa of America, embracin], 
'be whole period from tlie earliest discovery down to the prea- 
utit Iim6. In three parte. By a Citizen of the United States." 
In conformity to the act of Congress of the United States, 
etititled " An Act for the encouragement of learninK, by sc 
Curiogthe copies of Mapa, Charts, and Books, to the author 
'~ ' proprietors of eucb copies during the times therein men 
' " And also to the act, entitled, " An Act supplemcn 
□ act entitled 'An Ac^ for the encouragement of 
IcBTning, by aecuring the copied of Maps, Charts and Books, 
to the authors and proprietors cf i^uch copies during the timei 
therein mentioned,' and extending the benefits thereof to the 
rirta of designing, engraving, and etching historical andothoi 

CHARLES A. INGERSOLL, 

Clerk of the District of Connecticut. 
J* tr^capu of Ricord, txamtned avdseakd bi/me. 
* CHARLES A. INGERSOLL, 

Clerk of the DUtrict ofCoimecticuJ- 




sdch, yet a free ind unreserrcd scnitioy of facts cait 
ne separate truth from error, and apportion the just and 
iiDBiccIegree of merit belonging to an; character. 
Columbus having found the natives peaceable and well 
posed, he had do reason To apprehend that any woald 
nmeiice uoprovokcd hoi^iJIrties ; the feavalry which he 
k over, nhilst it tended to impress those pe<9le with 
I deepest awi: and veneration, was fully sufficient for the 
lurity of the new colony, ifthe friendship of the natire? 
1 been aincerelj meant to be cultivated b; a kind, equit- 
le deportment; but to treat them as a free people, wbb in- 
Qsiatent to the views which he had of planting a colony. 
Iambus is celebrated for his humanity andjgoodness.buf 
juld he not rather be considered as a most consummate 
laembler ; professing moderation whilat he meditated 
bversion, and like most of the heroes and conquerors 
lom history records, renouncing every principle of jus- 
e and humanity when they stopped the career of hif 
ibition I Ferdinand Columbas, his son and biographer 
a with great address covered the shame of his father, 
tUat the admiring world has been little disposed to cen- 
» a man, the splendor of whose actions so powertuUy 
winates and dazzles. We see him forming a txi'n^Wd 
those days a mighty project; having matured his plan, 
3 see him set himself rigoronsly about executing it, after 
ling bafBed by opposition, rejected by his friends, yet the 
OLCR of the Universe guides his course, and crowns hJ5 
ijage with valuable discovery. 

While we admire the lofty qualities of Columbus, and 
ok with wonder at the consequences which have reaillt- 
I from his discovery, let db emulate his decision, energy 
id perseverance. Many are the occasions in thcpMSeni 
brld, on which it will he important to summon these I? 
IT aid ; and by Iheir means, many useful objects may be 
icomplisbed, which, without them, would he unattaiDOd- 
Bul, while we thus press forward in the career of aso- 
Iness — while we aim to accomplish for our fellow men 

iicamountof good in our power, let us moderate ou; 

■nations of reward here, by the couGidcratioD that Co 
IS died the victim of ingratitude and disappf " 
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Another consideration, ofitill deeper interesl, i 
geated by the storyofColumbua. In his first voyage, I 
contemplated chiefly the discovery of a passage to India.^ 
We who live to marli the woDderful erents which haj 
flowed from this discovery, within the short space of thn 
centuries, cannot but advert with awe to Him, who attad 
es to the aclioos of a single individual, a train of cona 
quences so stupendous and unexpected, How lightly 
ever, then, we may think of our conduct, let ub rememb 
(hat the iuvisibte hand of Providence may ba connectij 
with our smallest sctions the most momentous rcsulj 
to ourselves and others. 

With respect to AmericuB Vcspucius, it may be obae 
ved, that although he deprived Columbus of the meriU 
honor of giving bis name to the new world, and gaini 
this distinction for himself — still, his name will ever | 
main stigmatized as having appropriated that to himsa 
which fairly belonged to another 
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CHAPTER 11. 

From the settlement of Jamestown to the embarkation of t lit 

Plymouth Company, 

The discovery of America by Columbus, gave a new 
impulse to that bold spirit of adventure which characteri- 
zed the hardy age in which he lived. Although several 
men of rank and fortune were concerned in the companies 
which had been formed in England for colonising Ameri- 
ca, their funds appear to have been very limited, and theii 
first efforts were extremely feeble. The first expeditioh 
for the southern colony consisted of one vessel of 100 toi"*s, 
and two barks, with 105 men destined to remain in the 
':ountry. The command of this small fleet was given hf 
Captain Newport, who sailed from the Thames the 10tl> 
uf December, 1606. At the time his instructions wore 
given, three packages, sealed with the seal of the council 
were delivered, one to Captain Newport, one to Captaii; 
Bartholomew Gosnald, and the third to Captain John Rat 
oliffe, containing the names of the council for the colony. 
They were directed not to open these packages within ijl 
hours after their arrival on the coast of Virginia, and thft v 
names of his majesty's council were then to be proclaim^ 
cd. The council were then to proceed in the choic-^ j 
a president, who should have two votes. To this =ingU' 
iar and unaccountable concealment, have been hi d 
degree attributed the dissension which distiactrid the| 
onists on their passage, and which afterwards conaj 
hi V imped ed the progress of their infaivl scUl^m^\\V.^ 8 
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port, whose place of destination was Roanoke, took liiC 
circuitous route by the West India islands, and liad a long 
passage of Tour months. I he reckoning had been out for 
three days, without perceiving laira ; and serious propoai- 
lions were made for returning to England ; when they 
were overtaken by a storm, which [orionaiely drove theitk 
to the mouth of the Chesapeake. On the '26th of April, 
1607, they discerned cape Henry, and soon after cape 
Charles. Impatient to land, a parly of about 30 men 
went on shore at cape Henry, but they were immediately 
attacked by the natives, who considered them as enemies, 
and in the skirmish which ensoed, several were wounded 
on both sides. The first employment of the colonists was 
to explore the adjacent country, wiih the appearance of 
which they were greatly delighted, and to select a spot on 
which their seiilernent should be made. They proceed- 
ed up a large, beautiful river, called by the natives Pew-' 
hatan, and to which thej gave the name of James; on a 
peninsula on the north side of which they immediately 
agreed to make ihe first establishment of their colony.— 
This place, as well as the river, they named after their 
king, and called it Jamestown ; there ihey debarked on 
the 13ih of May, and the sealed packets being opened,, 
Mr. Wingfield was bythe council elected their president; 
but under frivolous and unjustifiable prolexts, they exclu- 
ded Smith from taking his seat among them. John Smith,) 
whose courage and talents seem to have escited their en- 
vv, and who on the passage had been imprisoned on the 
improbable and uusupportable charge of intending to mur- 
der the council, usurp the government, and make himself 
^—f Virginia 

K colonists soon found themselves embroiled with 

_.^ ,_ , who attacked them suddenly while at work; 

IT wcfB frtghlened by the fire from the ship, and in a 
short tinic a temporary accommodation with them was ef. 
fiicted. Although Newport was named of the council, hci 
iTfts ordered to return with ihe vessel to England, and the 
time of Ms departure approached. The accusers of Smith, 
aiTcGting a degree of humanity which ihoy did not feel, 
proposed that he should return with Newport, instead or 
being prosecuted in Virginia; but, with the pride of con; 
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1^ ianocence, be demanded his trial, and being hon- 
klily acquitted, took hie seat in the council, About 
T^Slh of June, Newgort sailed for England, leaving be- 
d bira one bark aDtToboiit 100 perBona, the only Eng- 
iisn then on ibe continent of America. Thus about one 
hundred and ten years al'ter thia continent had been dia- 
coTcred by Cabot, and 'ii years afler a colony had been 
I conducted to Roanoke by Sir Richard Grencille, the En- 
^iab possessioaa in America, designed soon to become a 
I migbty empire, were limited to a peninsula of a few thou- 
eam] aorei of land . held by a small body of men, who witb 
hiiiculij maiatained themselves against the paltry tribes 
1 inch surrounded them, and Joohed in a great measure 
1 the other side of the Atlantic for the bread on which 
ii^y were to subsist. The stock ofproTisions rorlhecol- 
. ony bad been very improvidenlially laid in : it was entire- 
E ly inadequate to their wants, and in addition lo this oti- 
I final error, it had sustained great damage in the holds of 
I iheir vessels, during their long passage., On the depar- 
''ire of Newport (during whose stay they managed topi 
:iku of the superfluity of sailorsj they were reduced 
, :lie necessity of sul sisting on the distributionti from the 
^ut>lic stores. These were at the same time scanty and 
anwbolesome. They did not amouni to more per man 
thin a pint of worm eaten wheal, and barley boiled in a ■ 
eOKiinoB kettle. This wretched food increased the iaa> 
ligDiiy of the diseases generated by a liot, and at that litne, 
(the country being entirely uncleared and nndrained,) ft. 
dam pch mate, among men exposed I'rom their situaliofr.^fiHl 
ilsfigours. Before the month of September. .^Oof0e:BBTO>i 
:'aiiy,and among them Bartholomew Gosnald, whohliJ[l'Q[t<- 
jmatod the expedition, and so much contributed towards.iCa 
r:ingcarried on, were buried. This scene of dntrees wte 
leighiened by internal dissension. The president W*?- 
cliartred with having embezzled the best stores ot' iho eol- ' 
nny, and with feasting at his private table wiOi beef and ' 
hiead, then deemed luxuries of the highest order, whileV 
oine fend death devoured his fellow adveuturera, . No' 
in the public opinion, could have been more aciO- ' 
In addition to thia, he was deiecte^itt sb.aUainpi , 
ipo from them and iheir calaniiliis, ttt'iWiWMV- 
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which had been left by Newport. The general iiiOigiia.- 
tion could no longer be resirained. He was deposed, ; 
Ratcliffe chosen to succeed him. ^ Misfartucie is not i 
frequeotly the parent of modeTatioD aod reflection, and 
thia state of misery produced a aystem of couduct towards 
the neighbouring Indians, which for the moment disarm- 
ed their reeentment, and induced them to bring in such 
supplies as iho country at that season atTorded, and (heie- 
by preserved the remnant of the culony. It produced an- 
other effect, not less imporiani. Their sense of imminent ' 
and cirmmon danger, called forth and conipelled submis- 
sion to those talents which were fitted to the exigence, 
and best calculated to extricate them from the difBcultiei 
by which they were surrounded, i Captain Smith, who 
had been imprisoned and expelled from the council by 
the envy of those who felt and haled his superiority, and 
who afier evincing his innocence, had with dilTicuHy been 
admitted lo the station assigned, prf-served liis health un- . 
impaired, his spirils unbroken, and his judgment un- 
clouded, amidst thia general misery and dejection. Iq 
him, by common consent, alt actual authority was placed, 
and he, by his own example, soon gave energy and 
ciency to others in the execution of his comnia.nds. 

He immediately erected at Jamestown such rude forti- 
fications as were necessary to resist the sudden attack of 
the savages, and with great labour, in which he always 
'ook the lead, completed the construction of such dvrel'; 
'-Ir, a as could shelter the people from the weather ; ' 
: ihuiod to restore and preserve Iheir healili, while his ac- 
commodation gave place to all others. In the season of. 
gathering corn, which, with the Indians is the season of 
pleniy,pultinghimaelf at the head of small parties, he pene- 
trated in to the country, and by presents and caresses lo those 
that were well disposed, and attacking with open force 
and defeating those who were hostile, he obtained for h' 
countrymen the most abundant supplies. While thus ac- 
tively and usefully employed abroad, he was not permit-, 
ted to withdraw his attention from the domestic cone 
if the colony. However unfit men may be for comm! 
'here ate few examples of their descending willingly froni 
-■faiteti stations once filled by them, and it is not wonder- 
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: llint tlie late president saw with displeasuie, uwtliei 

'ic^d above him. 
l.jutiwotthy minds most readily devise unworthy meMM, 
uewughl, by inttijiuiag with the factious, and romeniing 
iheir cligcoDtenis, to regain his lost authoiiiy ; and when 
iJieir attem;)ta were disconcerted, plana were laid, first by 
WiQofield and KendaJ, and Bl'icrwards by the president 
lumself, in coiijunciinn with iVIarlin, the only remaining 
member of tho council, except Sinilh, to escape in the 
bark, and thus abandon the country. The vigilance ot 
Smith detected all these machinations, and his vigour de- 
feated them. The hope was oow indulged of preserving 
ifa>^ coltny in quiet and plenty, until supplies coutd be re- 
ceived fri>ni England, with the ships which were expected 
in the Spring. This ho;ie was in a considerable degree 
defeaieil, by an event which threatened, at first, the most 
dtHiirous COD sequences. In an attempt to eiplore tlic 
head of Chiclcahominy river. Smith was discovered and 
attacked by a numerous body of Indians, and in endear- 
ounng 10 make his escape, after a most gallant defeocc, 
his alieDlion being directed to the enemy whom he atill 
Ibught in retreating, he sunk up to his neck in a swamp. 
»id was obli^'ed to aurrender. Still, relainioe his pres- 
ence of mind, he showed them a manner's compass, al 
which, especially at the playing of the needle, and the im- 
possibility o{ touching it, although they saw it so distinct- 
ly, they were greatly astonished ; and he amused them witli 
60 many surprising ptories of its qualities, as t» inspite 
ihera with a degree of veneration which prevented their ex- 
ecuting their first design of killing him on the spol. TtiV) 
ronducted him in triumph through several townir to the 
palace of Powhatan, the most potent king in the eotiptrv. 
There be was doomed to be put to death, by laying W 
head upon a log, and beating his brains out with clubs. — 
Ue wan led to the place of ex''cuti--in, nnd htsbead buwen 
ilown for the purpose of death, when PncahontXa, l)ie I 
iksttg's daughter, then about thirteen yeara of age, Wbdiaf 
'or his life had been incQectnal, rltiihecl hetweer 
e executioner, and folding his head in her M'm; 
B upon it, arrested the fatal blow, tier fa 
" ' on to spare liia Ufo, AoAik^v 
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"great many savage ceremoDies, he was sent back lo Jaine±- 
town. On his arrival thither, having been absent seven 
weeks, he foaad the colon; redi&ed to 38 persons, most 
of whom seemed determined to abandon the country which 
appealed to them an unfavourable to human life. 
was just in time lo prevent the execution of this design. 
Alternately employing persuasions, threats, and even vio- 
lence, he at length, with much hazard to himself, induced 
the majority to relinquiah the intentions they had formed, 
and then turning the guns of the fort on the bark, on 
board which were the most dctermmed, compelled her to 
remain, or sink iu the river. By judicious regulation of 
their intercourse with the Indians, among whom Smith 
was now in high repute, he preserved plenty in the colo- 
ny, until the arrival of two vessels, which had been de- 
spatched from England under the commartd of Captain 
Newport, with a supply of provisions, mstruments of hus- 
bandry, and with a reinforcement of 1211 persons; con- 
sisting o I many gentlemen, a few labourers, and several 
refiners, goldsmiths, and JBwellers. The joy of the colo- 
ny on receiving this accession offeree, and supply of pro- 
visions, was extreme. But the influence of Smith disap- 
peared with the danger which had produced it, and aa 
improvident relaxation of discipline, productive of the 
most pernicious consequences, succeeded to it. Among 
[he unwise practices which they tolerated, an iodiscrimh 
iiate tiritGc with the natives was permitted, in the course 
'if which, some obtained for their commodities much bet 
ter bargains than others, which inspired th'Se who had 
been most hardly dealt by, and who thought themselve 
I'.heated, with resentment against the English generally, 
nrid a consequent thirst for revenge. 

About this time was found, washed down by a Bmal) 
iieain of water, back of Jamestown, a glittering earth, 
ivhich by the colonists was mistaken for gold dust. AH 
■bat raging thirst for gold which accompanied the first Eu- 
"^ " IS who visited the American continent, seemed re. 
by this incident. Mr. Stilb. in his history, says, 
nothing thought of but to dig gold, wash gold, 
d, and load gold. And notwithatandin_ ~ 
I'e warm and judicious lepcesenlalions, how ab' 
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sard it was lo Deglcct all other things of immediale obc 
and neceasiiy, to loud such a drunken ship with gilded 
(JDst, yet was he overruled, and her returns (vere msdc 
with a parcel of glittering dirt, which is to be found in 
nrioui parts of the country, and which ihey very san- 
guinelf concluded to be gold dust. 

One vessel returned in the Spring of 1608, the Other 
I)w2d of June, ladeu, one with dust, the other with ce- 
dar. Tbia is the first remittance ever made from Ameri- 
ca by an English colony. The effects of this fatal delu- 
gion were such as might have been foreseen, and were 
9000 felt. The colony began to siulTor the same distress 
Trom scarcity of food, which Imd belore brought' it to the 
blink of ruin. The reaearches of the English seltlers had 
not yet exien ed beyond the countries adjacent to James 
liver. Smith had formed the bold design uf expiating the 
great bay of Chesapeake, examining the mighty ri 
which empty into it, opening an entrance wilh the nai 
inhabiting ihem, and acquiring a knowledge of the state 
oftheir culiivatton and population. This hardy enter- 
prise he undertook, accompanied by Ducior llusRell, in an 
open boat of about three tons burthen, and with a crew 
of 13 men. On the 2d of June, he fell down ihe i 
in company with the last of Newport's two vessels, and 
;iarted with her at the capes. Beginnmg his survey at 
C3pe Charles, he examined with fmnien^'e fatigue and dan* 
ger, every river, iulet, and bay. on both sides the Chesa- 
peake, as fir as ihe mouth of the Rappahannoo. fiom< 
I'lience, their provisions being exhausted, he reiuro^ tc^ 
Jamestown. He reached ih*' place on the 2l9tofJoIy,' 
^nd found the colony in the utmost confusion and tti«or- 
''er. Those who had arrived last with Newport. w«e all, 
ick, and general scarcity prevailed ; an universal discon- 
vii( with the president, whom they charged with rioious- 
i' consuming the stores, and unnecessarily fatiguing the 
c'ople, with building a house of pleasure for himseif in 
lie woods. The seasonable arrival of Smith, prevent«il 
Ircir fury from breaking out in acts of personal violewco. 
I'heir views were extended and their spirits rtviTcri^ bv. 
he gave of his discoverv. They co*B«B«il 
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tbemsekes with depoaii^ their preside^ and Smith h 
urg'»d, but rGfused to succeed him. 

Having inide in three days, atrangemenis for nbiaining' 
regular siippMea, and for the gi>verii(neiit ol the colunjr,' 
Ills firm friend, Mr. Scrivner, was appninied vice presi-i 
dent, and on the 14tn of July, he again set out, with 13 
men, to complete his discoveries. 

From thie voyaire lie returned on the 7th of Snptember. 
He hud adventured aa far as the river Susquehanna, and'' 
visited all the countries on hoih Hides of ihe ; he entered 
most of the large creeks, and sailed up many of the great' 
riTcfs to their falls. 

When we consider that he sailed ahove :I00 milea ii 
open boat, when we coiiiemplaie the dangers and the' 
hardships he encountered, and the Fortitude, courage, and' 
patience with which he metthem; when we reflect oi 
useful and important additions which he made to 
stock of knowledge respecting America, then possessed 
by his countrymen, we shall not hesitate to say that few'' 
voyages of discov'^ry, undertaken at any time, reflect more 
honour on those engaged in them, than this does on Cap- 
lain Smith. It may not be entirely unworthy of remark,' 
that about the bottom of the hay. Smith went with a paM 
ty of Indians from St. Lawrence, coming to war with those 
of that neigh'iourhond ; and that he found among Indian^ 
on the Susquehanna, hatchets obtained originally from tho 
French in Canada. 

On the lOth of September, immediately after hia return ' 
frotn his expedition, lie was chosen president by the counJ 
cil, an<1 accepted ihe office. 

Soon after Newport arrived with an additional supply 
of inhabitants ; among whom were the two first females 
who had ventured into the country ; but he came without 
i>rovisious. The distinguished, judicious, and vigorous 
j.'lministration of the president, however, supplied their 
'.ants, and restrained the turbulent. Encouraged by his 
■.ample, coerced by his authority, a spirit of industry and' 
iibordination appeared to be created in the colony, which 
'■iis the parent of plenty and peace. In the mean lime,' 
lie company in England became esoessively dissatisuei' 
-iih IImnc property in America. Thoy had calculated*^ 
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< <-coietiug a passage to tbe south sea, and niiiiea of (fc* 
irecious metals ; which might anbrd lo iniliviiltiala tht 
::iroe sudden accuiiulatjon of wealth which had been ac- 
quired by the Bpaiiiarda id the south. In all tlieit hope* 
liiey tind been grievously disappoinled, and had as jret 
iGC«iied scarcely a'ly advantage for the heavy expenses 
ibcy had incurred ; yet hope did not aliogcilier forsake. 
ikni, and they slill indulged in golden dreams of future 
*e»lth. 

On the 23d of Atay, IGII9, a new charter was graoteil 
llicm, some of the first nobiiiiy and gentry of the country, 
and most of the companies of London, with a numerous 
Iwdy of merchants and imdesmeD, were now addri! to the 
former adventurers, and (hey were all incorporaied, hy 
lbs name of the Treasurer and Company of AilTcntOTers 
of the city of London, for the first cnlony in Virgiitta. — 
Toihem was granted, S,s their properif, the lands oxt«iitl- 
iRg from cape or pninl i;omforl along the sen coast, iOO 
miles northward, and from the same point along the eca 
'-'oast 200 miles s<;uihwaid. 

The corporation was aulhorized to own under its com- 
^noD seal particular pariiouu of those lands to suhjocU Oi 
(lenizeDs, on sucb conditions as might promote t!ie inten- 
tions of the gtatll. Tlie powers of the president and 
Council in Virginia were abrogated, and a new (council in 
England nas estal.'li>L'u:f and ordained in the chartar, Willi 
power to the compun to iil) all vacancies therein lijr olec- 
lion. This council was empowered to appoint and {«- 
new all ofhcets for the colony, and to make all urdtn«lt^ 
i^ea lor its government, pruvidfid ihey be not contrary W 
It^ laws of England. Ucense was given to transpori ftll 

<sona that were willing, and to expoitmercliaiidizs ftec 

111 custom to Vii^inia, for seven years, There wasal* 
■'jraoted for twpniy-one years, freedom from all subsi- 
lii^s in Virginia, and from all impositioiis on impert«tbt)E 
ntiletpartations, from or to any nf ihe king's duuinfotia, 
'^Kcept only the five pounds in the hundred due (br <iu- 
toin. The company being now enlarged, was oaablad to 
^" ^mnre efRcieni measures than heretofore for (lie »e(- 
II of the country; they soon filled out nine 'thips 
and such supplies as wer«^ioomctJ 
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necessary for them. Lord Dclawar waa conslitutcd gov- 
ernor and captain general for life, and several other high 
sounding and useless offices were created. The direc- 
tion or the expedition was again given to Captain New- 
port, George Soniere, and Thomas Gates. Power wu 
aeierally granted to govern the colony until the arrival oE 
Lord Delawiir. 

With singular indiscretion, the council omitted I 
labiiah precedence among these gentlemen, and beiag 
totally unable to settle this point between themselves^ 
tliey agreed to embark on board ofihesame vessel, a 
be companions during the voyage. They were p 
from the rest of the fleet in a storm, anil driven on 
mudas, having on bontd 150 men, a considerable portias 
of the provisions, and the new commission and inatrnc- 
tions of the council. The residue of the squadron : 
ed safe in Virgiuia. The great part of the new compaof 
consiated of unruly sparks packed off by their friends tfl 
escape worse deHiiniea ai home ; and the rest chiefla 
made up of poor ijemleinen, broken tradesmen, takes uii 
libertines, footmen, and »uch others as were more ruinou 
to the common weal th,4han to help to raise or maintain it 
They assumed tn themselves the power of disposing or 



ihe government, an-i c 


ouferred it sometimes on one 


.sometimes on am^ilifr, 


To-day the old commission 


rule, to morrow ihe ue 


w, and next day neither, i 


was anarchy and dis 





It for a short time. He 8< 
edihal hia own authority was not legally revoked until Ihi 
arrival of the new rommission, and therefore resolved ti 
continue its exercisp He boldly imprisoned the chid 
profnbler of tbe sedition, and thereby restored for a tim 
■'eifuiBrliy and obeilierice. Having effected this, he da 
laohcd 1 0(1 persons lo the falls of James river, under the 
command of Weai, and the same number to Nar 
under the command of Martin. These settlements werq 
conducted with ho little judgment, that they aoon conver 
ted all the neighbouring Indians into enemies, had aer 
eral parties cut nlT, and found themselves in need ofthf 
AttpjX)" and direction of Smith. These were always af- 
t^Hdcd until a melancholy accident deprived the colony of 
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^^^bid of a man, whose talenr<< had more ihan once rns- 
^^^H it from that desperate condiijon into which folly uiiJ 
^^^B had plunged il. Returning i'rotn the company at 
Hflrklls of James river, hie powder bag, while he wu 
adeep in the boat, took Rre ; he was wounded so as to 
be confined to hia bed. Being thus wounded, aad una> 
Ue lo obtain the aid of a siirgeoii in the colony, he de- 
lermined to return lo England, for which place he em- 
barked about the beginning of October. Al his depar- 
ture, the colony consisted of about bOO inhabitants \ they 
vere furnished with three ships, 7 boats, 10 weeks' pro- 
cisioQS in the public store, 6 mares and a horse, ft large 
ftock of hogs and poultry, with some sbecp and gnats ; 
utensils for agriculture, nets for fishing ; 100 trained and 
expect soldiers, well acquainted with the Indians, their 
luiguage and habiialions : 24 pieces of ordnance, and 
three hundred muskets, with a sufficient quantity of other 

The present fair prospect was soon blasted. The In- 
diana understood that the man whose conduct and rigour 
they had so often experienced, and so much dreaded, no 
.JODgei remained id the country ; they fell upon them. 
" * , and Martin having iosi theit boats, and 

1^ half of their men, were driven back to Jamestown ; 
'ptock of provisions was lavishly wasted, and a famine, 
.'Most dreadful with which they had ever been afllict- 
m, raged among them. Al\er deviKiring the skilHWllV 
lli«it horses, and the Indians they had killed, the sniv^ 
I •on fed on those of their cqAi'panioiis who had annk under 
■ such accnmalaled calamities. This period was long ', 
I remembered by the name of the Starving Timt. In eix ^ 
, the colony was reduced to 00 persons ; whq 
tto feeble and dejected, that they could not stirvive . 
M^D days longer. In this calamitous slate, they were of- • 
Ktred by Thomas Gates, George Somers, and Cantara 
Bitwport, who arrived froraFefmuda,24lii of May, 1<H0,. 
7> was immediately determined to abandon the cvt^^r ; . 
Ind for this purpose the wretched remnant of the o 
Mlbarked on board the vessel just arrived from "Rertnfm,' 
Idtet sail for England. None dropped a tear, ^pB^fiUK- 
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none had enjojed one day of happiness. Bui lliey n 
Lord Delanar in the river, with 3 f>hip3, and a recruit' 
new seitlera and jierBona from England, ivhoprevailei!) 
them to return ; and on the lOth of June, re-settled tl 
at Jamesiown. 

On ihc lOlh of May, 161 1 , Sir Thomas Dale, who k 
been appointed lo the government, arrived with frt 
supplies of men and provisions, and found the colony i 
lapsing into its former state of iiiloness and penury, 
required all the authorilyof the new governor to main* 
public order, and to compel the idle and dissolute lo lafe 
Some conspiracies having been detected, he proclai)) 
roaitia! law, and instantly executed il, by punishing' 
ttiosl guilty. These severities, which in the ordioi 
*^tatc of society woidd not and ought not to have b"" 
submitted to, were then deemed necessary, and are ( 
ken of as having probably saved the settlement. Id 
beginning uf August, Sir Thomas Gates, who had bi 
appointed to succeed Thomas Dale, arrived with ' 
ships, and a considerable supply of men and provisu 
The colony being now greatly strengthened, begai 
extend itself up the James river, and several new set 
tnen IS were made. In March 1312, a new charter' 
issued, granting to the treasurer and company all 
islands situate in the ocean, within three hundred li 
i>f the coast of Virginia. 

ft was ordained that four general courts of adveu 
' ers should he holden annually, for the determinatioi 

afTaire of importance, and weekly meetings were 
I cd for the transaction of common business. 

To promote the sctilement, which had already costs: 

Ittoasiderable sums, license was given to open lotteri^a 

■ any part of England. These lotteries, which were 

■' it ever drawn in England, brought twenty nine tli 

i pounds into the treasury of the company. Gapi 

jal arrived from England, with two vessels, and ' 

Il round to the Potomac, for a cargo of corn. Hen 

Lpdeivlood that Pocahontas, who had saved the liG 

L, and ever had been steadfast in her attachoi 

e English, having absented herself from her fatb 

V }ay concealed. By bribing some of Ihoi 
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ivhooi sUe had contiiied, Capiain Argal prevailed or bet 
ID florae ou board hts veMet, where she was detained res- 
pecirully, and broughl to Jamestown. His motive wti 
Ihe hope that the possesaion of Pocahoniaa would give 
the Eoglish an ascendancy over her father, Powhu)iii. 
la this, however, he was disappointed. Powhatan ofler- 
«I corn and frieodahip, iT they would tirsi rpsiore bia 
^aghter, but nould come to no terms until reparation 
"u made lor what he resented, as an act cit' unhandsome 
Ueachery. During her detention at Jameaiown. she 
nide an impression on the heart of Mr. Rolfe, a young 
|eDileman of estimation in the colony who also succeeded 
in ^aiuiug her affections. They were married, with the eon* 
wniof Powhatan, who ever after continued to be asincere 
Itiend to the Gngiisb. Thia led to a treaty with the Chie- 
cthominies a brave and powerful tribe, who submitted to 
ihe English, aud became their tributaries. In 1613, 
Sir Thomas Dale divided a considerable portion ol the 
Unds into lots of three acr«a each, aud granted one of 
iheae to each individual in full propriety. Although they 
were slill required to devote a great portion of their labor 
<o the public, yet a sudden change was made in the ap- 
pearance and habits of the colony. Indu.stry advanced 
"ilh rapid strides, and the colonists were no more fear- 
All of wanting bread, either for ihemselveB or the emi- 
giBDts who came annually from Englaod Early in the 
y»r mi4,'8ir Thomas Gates returned to England, leav- 
iag the government again with Sir Thomas Dale. la 
l6[5, fifty acres of land were alloted to each individtial, 
which was actually laid off and delivered to the persooB 
huiag titles to them, who were permitted to exercise OT«t ' 
'Iiem, in such a manner as was agreeable to themaolyu, 
'ill the rights of ownership. About the same time tobiw- 
co was first cultivated in Virginia. 

This plant was detested by the king, who used (iU ^U 

'iluence to prevent its use. He even wrote a pamiflifet 
'5Jinfit it which he styled thecounter blast. It was dJH- 

iLintenanced by the leading members of parliaiiient,ftn<l 
' '») by the company, who issued edicts against itacoltl^ 

iiion. And although on a first experiment it iris an- 
asint ID its taste, and disagreeable in its effeOU, i\ VtC< 
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^^^Kice, been brought into general use, and become <me G 
^^^be most considerable staples of America. 
^^L^Is tbe spring of 1616, Sic Thoraas Dale sailed Team 
Kngland, having placed ihe govcroineai in the hands < 
George Yeardly, iiis deputy, who after a very lax admi 
istraliun of one year, was Buuceeded, in May 1617, I 
Captain Argal, who had been a|ipoinied deputy goferni! 
Ly the company. He was a man of great talents and e 
ergyof mind, butsel&i'h, haughty, and tyrannical. I 
provided with ability, for the want> of the colony. Hi 
tial law was continued during a season of peace, and H 
Brewster, who was tried under this arbitrary system A 
contemptuous words spoken against the governor, i 
sentenced to suffer death. A respite of e: 
with difficulty obtained, and on an appeal i< 
in England, the sentence was reversed. Wbile 
law was. according to Stith, the common law of the laa< 
ihe deputy governor eeeins to have been llie sole legial* 
(or. His edicts mark the severity of his rule, but Bon 
of (hem evince an attention to the public safety. He a 
dered that merchandise should be sold al the advaAO 
price of^S per cent., and tobacco taken in payment at tli 
rate of three shillingt^ a pound, under the penalty of ihre 
year's servitude to ihe company ', thai no person shoul 
traffic with thy Indians, or teach them the use of fil 
arms, under pain of death ; that no person should hM 
deer or ho^s without leave from the governor ; thai n 
person should shoot, unless in his own defence, until 
Dew supply of ammunition arrived, ■ 
Wnonal service; [hat no one should go on board l1 
^pB without the governor's leave; thai every persa 
old go to church on Sundays, under the penalty ( 
Vrj* during thai present week, for ihe firet offence ; 
Jlithfor the second, and a year for the third. Theri, 
siraiion necessarily excited much di 
^uniplainis of the Virginians at lengt 
< iGe company. Lord Delawar, beii 
ardly was appointed captain genen 
) examine with attention the waotBi 
•peppie, and to redress (hcni. 
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The new governor arrived in April, 1619, tni aoon tf- 
(o the inexpressible J07 of the inhabitants, doclued 
to convoke a colonial assembly. Tliuiaui 
in the history of Virginia. Heretofote, ^1 
ilalive authority had been exercised, either by |be 
iratioD in England, or by their officers in this coun- 
The people, either personally or by their repreaen- 
fiires. had no voice in the government of themselves, and 
ibeirmost impoitant concerns were decided by persons 
twacquainted with iheir siiuation, and always |io«seasing 
iotetesta difierent from theirs. This lirsi assembly met at 
Janiestown,on the 19ihof Jiine.lOli). The colony was 
uMlheD divided into counties, and the members were 
by the difTerenl iiorou^hs, amonotini; to aevea in 
number. The assembly, composed of the governor, the 
council, and burgesses, met together in one a|>anmenl, 
<<n<i there debated alt matters thought conducive 10 (he 
{frieral welfare. he hwn th^n enacted, which it (."be- 

lieved are no longer extant, weri' transmitted in England 
for the approbation of the trensnrer and company, and 
Were said to have been judici'iusly fiirnipd. The emi- 
^Ij/ins from England continued to be very constderahle, 
' were made bI great expense to the company ; but as 
few females had ever cros-wd ih-- AtlanllC. Men 
viilinut wives could not contf^niplate Virginia a" > place 
if permanent resnJeoce, and propused, afier amassing 
^me wealth, to return to their native land. To put an 
eodioamnde ofihinhine m its efiectn ao ruinous to the 
cciloay, it was proposed lo i^nil <iiii 100 niaida as wives 
fw ihe colony, 90 young girls were transported in the 
''^ginning of the year UiHi, and 60 more in lh<- sulite^tieDl 
feu. They were iinmediatelv disposed of 10 tlifr young 
plinters. The pri. e of a wife was >-Bimjited first at im« 
hnndred and allcrwards, at one hundred and fifty pourds 
~^.tabacco ; then selling at three shillings per pound :«iid 
'^ebt so contracted was made of greater iliumty, ihaii 
Other. The edueairon of the children wns.lilcwise 
tdedto, and several steps were taken lowaid? taonA- 
college, afterwards completely et-tablri'hed by Wit- 
md Mary. About the same time, the company i«- 
nd orders from the Iiing lo transport to Virginia 100 
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idle anddiasolule pereonsthen io the custody of iheKiiiglit 
MBrshiil. These men, diaperBed through the colony, be- 
came n useful abd acceptable addition of labourers, and 
ttero the first convicts transported to America. 



CHAPTER m. 

m the embarkation of the Plymouth Compani/ la tkr 
close of the Fequcl War. 

We hsTc seen with what alow and difficult steps, the 
first, or southern colony, although suppuried by indiridu- 
ala or great wealth and influence m the nation, advanced 
to a Rrm aod secure establishment. Let us now employ 
our attention in viewing the eataMishm^ni of the Plymouth 
Company. King Jamea iirsi gr;inted Letters Patent to 
thia company, in K'06, to posaesa all the lanils in Ameri- 
ca, lying between ;i4 and 45 degn^es of North latitude.— 
They applied for leave to go under (he r-iya! aanction, 
bui were refused. At length ihey i.blained permiasioo 
from the Viririnia company lo make a settlement near the 
mouth oi Hudson river. It was resolved that part of the 
congregation should remove first, and the remaining part 
with their pastor after the nei> seirlemeni had commen* 
ced. This produced a scene a> parting, nut to be deecri*'. 
bed. They took their le -ve of one another, which prov- 
ed to be their last leave, with many of them. They Hail- 
ed from Holland to Southampton, in England, where 
Ihey met the mher ships, and their fnetida who were tQ 
ICtnmpany them from I'.n^fland in July Ifi'JO. 

On the fiAh of August they sailed frojii Soulhatnpion, 
but on account of bad weather and the leakin'ess ofone 
01 their vessels, they were obliged twice to put back. — 
Tho ixiorer vessel they were compelled to leave, while as 
inuiy as could be accommodated, one hundred and one 
mns of the adventurers, entered on board the other 
I, and look their laat leave of the land of their fathers, 
a sixth of September. Called to go out into a place 
h tliey should after receive Tor an inheritance, they 
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obejed j and iliey went out, not knowing whitbei 

After a tedious voyage, safely housed in the irk wfaioli 
God in his providence had directed them lo prepare, pro- 
lecled by Him who directs the storm, on the tenth of No- 
vember they arrived at < ape Cod The Dutch, intend- 
ing to keep Hudson's river, had bribed the ship master to 
carry ibese arJvi'iiturtrs so tar northward, that they should 
not tinii their mietided place of residence. They had 
found land, ami il waa too laie in the seasi>n to put loaea 
igsin ; ihey were in a grxid harlxiur, but on a most barren 
and inbospiiable shore 

On their arrival, they stepped upon the strand, and 
ffilh bended knees gave thanks toGnd who had pre?«er»ed 
their number enure, nnd brought them m safety lo theso 
unhallowed shures BeinL' without the limits of their pa- 
tent, as to civil governiii'Tt, they were in a itate of nature. 
They therefore (irocured anil Aigofd a civil ooinpact, by 
which they severally bound themselves ii> be obedient to 
«ll ordinances made by the bndy, acku'iwledijing the 
King of Great Britain to be their lawful soverei^i) 'I'hey 
say in the preamlile. " Having undertaken tin the glOry 
of God. and advancement of thf Christian faith, and hoib 
onr of our king anil country, a voyaj^e lo plant the tirsl 
uolony in the northern pans ol" Virginia, du by thpse pres- 
ents, ' &,c. This instrument was executed iin bnard their 
)hip on the eleventh of November. Mr. John Carver, a 
'::.iii 01 distineuished abilities and eminent piety, was oho- 

n their governor. 

The prospects now bfliiro them were such as to ApMi 

ijother than -mr fathers. In a most hi>w[ing vilijigt^ 
inhabited by pagan savages and wild heasiJi, adrfai- 
iter approaching, no shelter from the leinpeM, iinil 
, no place of abode. They had one r«ating pliiCe. 
lat was all. Their trust was in Him >vb'> hnili s.iid 
w liis chosen, T/ti. efernal Gudis thi/ rrj,-' 
'iM are the tvtrlastmg rirms { and lie ah"! - 
"my from before thee, rmd shall say, d< f 

After several unsuccessful attempts t<i ji..<. .■ -.u..;. .. 
'-Ill place for iheit residence, a party sent i<ui for disoui- 

V, entered the harbour of Plymoiub. !n a «oV*i*-eK'Tm 
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on a December night, having with their little barque nar- 
rowly escaped a shipwreck, they were cast upon an island 
in the harbour. This was on Friday night. The next 
day they dried their clothes, concluding to remain on 
this little iiland till after the Sabbath. This little band, 
about twenty in number, observed the nest day as a Sab- 
bath, which wiia (he first Sabbath ever observed in a reli- 
gious manner on the New England shore. Having <>z 
ined the harbour, they returned to the ship, which weigh* 
ed anchor and brought then coii.secratsd cargo in safety. 
Here these pmus pilgrims landed on the twenty-second 
of December, 1620, They called the place Plym-'Ulh, the 
name of the town from which they last sailed in England. 
They now had a country and a home, but they had a bet- 
'er country nn high. 

They had now to contend with the inclement aeasi 
with innumerable privatinns, in a constant fear of a sav- 
age foe. But uod had prepared their way before them. 
A desolating plague, which prevailed among the natnes 
about three years before, liad nearly depopnlated those 
parts of the country. On this account, ihey received rery 
lilile molestation from the savages fur many years. Had 
they been carried to Hudsun's river, according to thetf 
intention, where the savages were numerous, there is 
much reason to believe the litile colony would have been 
cutoff Infinite wisdom directed their course to theii 
prepared habiiation. We have heard with our ears, O' 
Goo, nur r&th< rs have told un, how thou didst drive out 
the heathen with thy hand, and planted thom. 

Thp Heveritie^B of the ^-eanon, their unwholesome food, 
and their incessant labours, brought upon this little flock. 
a general and very mortal sickness, so that forty-six of' 
their number died before the opening of the ensuing 
spring. or those who survived, the mosi had been se- 
verely sick. Who can contemplate this little bandgii 
UDCAiltiv cited wildeiness, with no promise of support from 
itheir mother country, exposed to the inclement skies of 
a dreary winter, with scanty supplies of food, utterly an- 
' ikilled and destitute of the means for the cultivation ofa.^ 
V country, with no security for future harvests; 
nonded with a savage enemy whose seats and prowesi 
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[hey could not know ; visited with a raging disease, com- 
mitting, at times, two or three in a d&y to ilie grafe ; ol 
the living, icsfcely enongh who had strength to perform 
Ibe rites of sepulture; — without deapoiidency, firmly de- 
Knnined to abide the jusi a|ipoininienis of Heaven, and 
DM admire a virtue which ihf leligirin of the Lord Jesus 
tkioe can lurnlsh, and a patriotism to which the canooi- 
zed heroes of Rome could never ntiain ? Had their object 
lieen to obtain a propf-riy fur themselves and for their po». 
teriiy, or to obtain a name among the heroes of enter- 
prize, they had sunk under their sufferings Their houI$ 
itere atrenffihened with other prospects. They cod fid ed 
m the wisdom of Heaven; they firmly believed that the 
Most High would here plant and maintain hie church; 
thai he would make the American wilderne».s like Eden, 
Slid her desfrt like the garden ol (lie Lord Buoyed up 
liy faith, strenfjthened by the prnmises, obntaclea vanished 
before them. They knew Gnd had often l^d his cl.urch 
intnihe wilderness, l>ut he had ni ver forsaheq lier. He 
r»ited up the riniUeous man frnm the easi, hroi^t him lo 
1 strange country, ihe Canaaniie was thi'n in ihe land, 
but he gave them as the dust lo his sword, and as driven 
nubble to hiv bow. 

On the fifth of April after their arrival, the Plymouth 
Company wert called to mourn the loss ol their excellent ' 
eDvermir, and a deacon of ihe church, Mr. Carver. Mr. 
Bradford, a gentleman of disiinguished worih, was chosen . 
'.ty succeed bim, auH excepting fur yean^, he was annual- 
y det^ied to the office till his death, in 1l>57. A little be> 
ire the death of Mr. Carver, the Indian Sachem, Maua- 
5ii:i, came into Plymnuth in a friendly mann' r, and eoit^- 
J into a treaty of friendship with the colony, whleh he 
;tiEp(ved invioiaby till hi« death. He was father a f llie 
inious Sachem, King Philip. 

After the first desolating sickness, the people of Ply- 
louih were, generally, very healthy, and Ihe m»i of the 
rsi planters who survjvedihat epidemic, lived lo aldf£C. 
i'tieir privations, however, and their auffermgB, tnaepara-, 
■'■e from tbe circumstances of their situation, were great 
!i the extreme. Their properly was, principally, held in 
stock for the support of Ihc whole. Aw! the 




w 



UNIVERSAL HISTORY OF 



wants of tlie few first years, consumed most of their stores. 
Through fear of the natives, having received some threat- 
cningintimBtiona from some of the Iribee, they were n 
ccssitated to ereci a fori, to empale their whole village, ' 
and to keep a constant guard. — In their excursions to find 
a proper place for settlement, while their ship lay at the' 
Cape, they found about ten bushels of Indian corn which' 
hail been buried, for which they afti-rwards paid Ihenwn* 
ers, which helped to prest-rvf iheir lives the fitat wii 
and afTord them seed for i>!anting in the eiisuing spring. 
Some friendly Indiana taught them the manner of raising ' 
thfir corn, but their crop was very unequal to their ne-' 
(;es»itieg. Mr. Hutchinson la of opinion that no English. 
grain was raised in the colony previous to the year 1633 ;' 
tvhen a lew ears of rye were produced. The first domea- 
lic uttle were brought to i he cnloiiy in 1 6'24 ; previous to 
Whiln, they had none for milk or lat.our. The most cred- 
ible historians aflirm tha[ ihe^p pilgrims suiisisied in re-' 
peated instanc s, for days and weeks together, withouV 
brfad, feeding upon the wild nuts ol the woods, andah^ 
fish. Their difficulties fi>r clothing were equally great.- 
Some of the nni'ifnl writers intimate, that the great tnoi 
talily in the 6rst winter appears to have lieen the meaoi 
under a wise Providence, of preserving the colony (rofffi 
perishing by famine. j 

The second summer after their arrival, the settlement 
was threati'n'ed with a 'amine l>y a sevprc drought. From 
the third week in May to tlie middle of July, there watf 
no rail). Their corn, for which thev hnd made their ut- 
mosi exertions, wilher>'d under the heat of a scorching 
sun, the greater part of it appeared irrecoverably lost.— ^ 
The Indians, seeing their prospects, obsefved they would 
!>oun be subdued by famine, when they should find them 
an fasv prey. A public Past was appoiuted und observed 
uith grt at solemnity The morning and most of the daj* 
■111 .ir Diid hot, but, towards evening, the clouds coN 
I id like the gracious mfluences of God, the rain 
.' tl in moderate, yet copious showers. This revi- 
'■'I ill' ir expiring crop, and produced a plentiful harvest. 
.Vftet nhmh they observed a -day of public Thanksgiving. 
1 belierfi this to be the origin of our annual I'hanksgir- 
Ing!. This event made an astonishing impresaion on the. 
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s of the natires, who saw and acknowledged [hatinii 
Ifiod of Cbristiaas was great, and good, and a hearer of 

fn the Ekulumn of 1631, the plantation received : 
n of settlers, of about thiriy-five, ofiheif friends from 
tloilaad. Iq the year I625,_iheir venerable and beloved 
. aKor, the Rer. Mr. Robinson, died at Leyden, in the 
lilueth year of his age. He was thus prevented from ev- 
er seeing his much loved American church. After his 
deith, the most of his congregation came over to Ply- 
muath. 

The planters who first came to Plymouth were accom- 
panied by Mr. William Brewsier, a Ruling Elder in the 
church, who supplied, in a good degree, the absence of 
Ibeir pastor. He was a 'nan of abihiies and leariiiu, 
having been liberally educaied ^t the t niveraiiy of *^t^ 
bridge, and of Qreat piety. Being an able and uneTuI 
preacher, he served the conifregation in thai capacity the 
greater part of the time nil Iiia death, ahout tiveai]-ihrce 
,p3rB afier the first seiilement. The congregaiioo, how- 
ii^r, enjoyed the labours of other minieters during this 
>'j'ind. 

This little colony continued for many years in harmo- 
ny, and wre, perhaps, a« emm'-nt ua uny peofJe wliicii 
liare ■ppeari'd in modern time, for continuing aieadlaaily 
la the apostles' dncirme and fellowship, and in breaEung 
of bread, and in prayers. 

In 1631, the Virginia company pasvi^ an ordinance 
eatahllKhing the cunalituiion of the colony. This provi- 
ded (hat ihencef'jrth there should he iwo supreme coua- 
eJhili Virginia, the one lo be called the council of slate, 
to be appointed and displaced by the treasurer and com- 
ptny, and to assist the governor with advice on esecucive 
nibjects ; the uthtr to be denominated the general assem- 
bty, and lo consist of the governor, the council, and two 
tiorgesses, to be chosen for the present tiy the inhabill 
of every town. The assembly was empowered Un 
salt and determine on matters respecting the publipw 
It was declared that no acts passed hy the assemt^j rtiMritf ' 
be tn force until confirmed by the general court in Eag* 
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Isnd, aod the ratification returned under its sea), a' 
that on the other hand no older of the general coQrt shonU 
bind the colony uolil assented to b; the assembly. Ii 
1623, the conlroTersy which had for some time existed 
between ihe crown and the company, concerning tbeim 
porlation of lobacco, was at length adjusted by amicabli 
ugreement The Uing had demanded high duties OH tht 
article, while he admitted its iinponntion Trom tbedomiDi 
ions of Spain, and had also restrained the company ftoU 
transporting it directly from Virginia to their warebousea 
in Holland, to which expedient hia exactions had driTeB 
Itaeni, h was now agreed that they should enjoy thfl 
sole right of importing that commodity into the kingdom 
for which Ihey should pay a duty of nine-pence per pound 
i^ieuof nil charges, and that the whole productions c 
J^Bolony sh'iuld be brought to England. The industi 
oruie cobny had now greatly increased. At peace wit 
the Indians, ihpir Beitlemctjia had extended noi only alon 
the banks of James and York livers, but li' the Rappi 
hannoc, nnd even to llie Potowmuc ll now became e] 
treinely inconvenient lo bring nil cau^eB to JamesKnr 
before the governor ami council. Thus originated It 
present couniy courts nf Virginia. In this year the ea 
of prosperity, nf which the cohiiij now began lo taste, W 
dashed Irnm their lips, by an event vi liich shook ta I 
foundation, and nearly rieBtrtiyed the colony. In tl 
year 1618, Powhalan. the most piiMPrluluf Ihe IndlH 
kings 111 Virginta, who alter ihe marriase of his ^Jaunl 
tcr to Mr Rotfe, l.ad remained fajilifiil tr. Die Gi>s|ish,di 
parled this lile, and was sucepi-ded hy Opecl<ancaiiou(^ 
a bold and cunning chiel, remnrkablt- lor his jealousy al 
hatred of the new settlers; liut i<ir a ciinsideraMt tmie ll 
general peace reritained undisiurl«d. The Indians wel 
furniBheJd with fi e arnis, and taught the useof thelA; lh( 
were admitted al all times freely into ihe habimtions i 

« English, as harmle-s visitants; were led al their t 
[anil lodged in tlieir chainbcrs. The 2-id ol Mai 
designated as ih*- day on which all the English wi 

1^ beat the same instant atincked. 1'hus, in one ho 
d plmost al the same instant, fell 347 men, women, an 
Idren. The maaaacre would have been still greater 




3 ol the sutlerers, reliet was ordered. Arms irom 
er were delivered to the tr(*asurer and company, 
'eral vessels were immediatf'jy despatched with ar- 
»r their relief. While the Virginians were mourn- 
ir losses, the Plymouth company hegan to expert- 
le distress of famine. By the time their planting 
ished, 1623, their provisions were so far exhausted, 
3y had neither bread n;)r corn, for three or four 
:. A drought continued from May until some time 
Under these afHictions, they appointed a day* of 
and prayer, to humble themselves before God. — 
plentiful harvest soon followed, which was noticed 
y of thanksgiving. 

White, a non-conformist minister at Dorchester, 
.d prevented some few of his countrymen who had 
around the bay at Massachusetip, from returning to 
id, by his assurances of procuring them relief and 
ice, formed by great exertions an association of 
gentlemen, who had imbibed puritanical opinions, 
purpose of condncting thither a colony, and ren- 
it an asylum from the persecution of his own per- 
1. In prosecution of their views, a treaty was 
ded with the council of Plymouth, for the purchase 
of New England ; and that corporation, in March 
conveyed to Sir Henry Roswell and others, all that 

1\T<-k<«T T<^r«/v1nn/4 Imrtrr 4rit>00 miiAo 4/% 4H4^ dAwittrt r\t 
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of which, il was resolved, that every person who afe 
subscribe fifl; pouBiIa, should be emiiled to two huDi 
acres of land, as ihe first dividend. Five ships were 
vided for the pur|mse, and being laden with cattle antl 
er necessaries, lor the supply of the colony, with t 
hundred persons, men, ivnmen, and children, they ai 
from the Isle oi Wight, in May, and arrived at Salei 
June, where they found Eudicot, lo whom they brouj 
contirmitlton of his commieslon as governor. The ca 
now coosisted of three hundred persons, of whom, 
hundred removed and settled the town of Charleatn 
and the remainder continued at Salem. Mr Huggil 
and Mr. Skelton, distinguished for their learning aU 
eiy, both of them, resolved to lend important aervuM 
laying the foundation of the American Church. '11 
fa4hful servants of Christ, cordially engaged in the g 
design ; they embarked with the second party, and an 
at Salem in W2'.i. 

Early in the following year, John Winthrop, who 
been appointed governor, and Thomas Dudley, da| 
governor, with one thousand 6ve hundred persons, 
barked on hoard of seventeen vessels, at an expeni 
upwards of twenty thousand pounds, and arrived at SI 
in July, 1630. Dissatisiied with this situation, the] 
plored the country in quest of a better station, and sel 
in many places around the bay ; and laid the foundl 
of several town!<, among others of Boston. 

On the arrival of Gov. Wmthrop, in July, who' 
Irom that time to his death, t'le head and father of 
colony, he found the plantation in a suffering state. 
the preceding autumn, the colony contained about i: 
hundred inhabitants; eighty ot them died, and a J 
part of the survivors were in a weak, sickly state. T 
supply of corn was not sufficient for more than a forini 
and their prwisions nearly exh.iusied. Friday, Feb 
rySlh, was ii0>ointed as a day of fasting and prayer) 
on the fifth ol February, a ship arrived with provisi 
and a day of ihankngiving was appointed bythegovei 

The sncceeding winter commenced in December, ' 
great severity ; few of the houses which had been erei 
were comfortable. Unused lo buch severities of cltn 
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paafteied severely from the cold. Muiy oflliei 
I Ihe cold. On ihe opening or the Spring 

< generally realoted in ihe Heitlemesu ;.' 

IS greally irapoverislied. All Ihe pro?iB- 

Mrere brougiit from Gneland, were purchased at 

By the length of tlie passage and the 

if the wmier, the greater part of their cattle died. 

rials for building and impleraenia of laboT were 

Uvith great difficulty and expense. This year, 

■""' s were made for acrop of Indian corn, whieli 

i whole depeiidance ; and it pleased God to give 

ibobdant harvest. 

SjcominencemRnl of all the individual selllements, 

Ipra were mindful of their great errand into the 

; and directed their first exertioits to the estab- 

4* the church of Christ, and the lasiitutinn of the 

EI^The first church after the rine at Salem, was 

LtCharlcHtown. August :i7tb, 1630. Sonn after 

church was organized at Dorchester. The next 

Boston ; one at Koibury, une at Lynn, and one at 

DWD. Ill leas than two years from the organiza- 

the first church in Salem, there were in the colo- 

[cbuTches, which were indeed golden candlc- 

t came over Mr. Haynes, afterwards the first 

if Connecticut, and Mr. Stone, Mr. Hooker, and 

; three o'' the mosteminenilight^.of the New 

H churches. 

i aist of February, an order was made by the 

Moncil, to stop the ships at thai time ready to 

j^ted with passengers and provisions for New 

" [t titis order seems never to hove been strict- 

I, as the emigrations still continued, without 

^Ue dimiaution. 

1 religious dissensions which distracted Masaa- 
^Jtnd to the ligour with which conformity was 
n great measure to be attributed the first aet- 
^the other colonies of New England. As early 
bjoeei Williams, a very popjilar preacher of Sa- 
lim tefused to hold communion with the chutcli 

members refused to make a pti\aVv&* f 
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of which, it was resolved, that every person who aliouM 
Hubgcribs fin.y pauoda, should be eiitiiled to two hui 
acres of land, as the first dividend. Five ships were proi 
Tided for the purpose, and being laden with cattle and otli> 
er necessaries, lor the supply of the cnlony, with thread 
hundred persons, men, women, and children, they a. " ' 
rrom the lale oi Wight, in May, and arrived at Sale 
June, where they found Eudicot, to whom they brought < 
coiiQrmation oi hia comniiasion as governor. The oolonj 
now consisted of three hundred persons, of whom oof 
hundred removed and settled the town of C'harlestown.: 
and the remainder continued at Salem. Mr Hugginso 
and Mr, Skelton, diatinguiahed for iheir learning and p 
ety, both of them, resolved to lend important si 
laying the foundaiion of the American Church. 
inAlifui servania of Christ, cordially engaged in the grea 

rdesign ; they embarked with the second party, and arrive) 

I tt Salem in 163!). 

Early in the following year, John VVjnihrop, who hat 
been appointed governor, and Thomas Dudley, dqw^ 
governor, with one thousand five hundred persons, eat 
barked on board of seventeen vessels, at an expense ( 
upwaids of twenty thousand pounds, and arrived at Sain 
in July, 1630. Dissatisfied wiib this situation, they el 
plored the country in quest of a belter station, and setlla 
in many places around the bay ; and laid the foundttioT 
of several towo!", among others of Boston. 

On the arrival of Gov. Winthrop, in July, who wi 
from that time to hia death, t!ie head and father of ll 
colony, he found ibe plantation in a suffering state. 1 
the preceding autumn, the colony contained about tlict 
hundred inhabitania ; eighty ol them died, and a g 
part of (he survivors were in a weak, sickly state. T 
supply of corn was not sufficient for more than a fortni_ 
and theirpr^wtsions aeEtrly exhausted. Friday, Febnii 
ryfilh, was agpointed as a day of fasting and prayer; b 
on the fifih of February, a ship arrived with provision 
and a day of thanksgiving was appointed by the goverita 
The succeeding winter commenced in December, wil 
great severity; few of the houses which had beenerectea 
ivete comforrable. Unused to such severities of climate. 
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lesufleted severely from the cold. Manyortli 
I the cold. On the opening or the Spring 
s generally restored id the aettlemenU 
colony was greuily impoverished. All the provis- 
at were brought Irom Gn^land, were jiurchased at 
high rate. By ihe length of the passage and (he 
f ot the winter, the greater part of iheir cattle died, 
aterials for building and implements of labor were 
!d with great difficulty and expense. This year, 
xertiouB were made for acrop of Indian corn, which 
eir whole dependance; and it pleased God to give 
u abundant harvest. 

be commeDcemenl of all the individual settlements. 
inters were mindful of their great errand into the 
tfna; and directed their firm exeriions to ihe ealab' 
1^ of the church of Christ, and the institutinn of the 
The firHi church after the one at Salem, was 
i«i Charleslown. August -37lh, 1630. Soon after 
l^urch was organized at Dorchester. The next 
i; one at Roximry. ooe at Lynn, and one at 
III less than two years from the organiza' 
B fiTBi church in Salem, there were in the (xilo- 
§ churches, which wete' indeed golden condle- 

1 came over Mr. Haynes, afierwards the first 
Pof Connecticut, and Mr. Stone, Mr. Hooker, and 
m; three of ihe most eminent lighld of ilie New 
P churches. 

i aist of February, an order was made by the 

fe council, to stop the ships at thai time ready to 

nighted with passengers and provisions for New 

ind. Bui tnis order seems never to have been strict- 

KDlcd, as ihe emigrations siil) cot^mued, without 

irr.inuiion. 

_t religious dissensions which distracted Maeaa- 

L and to the rigour vriih which conformity was 

Lie in great measure to be attributed the first set- 

Eifthe other colonies of New England. As eailjf 

( I'Ofer Williams, a very popplar preacher of Sa- 

}fi (no refused to hold commuirion with the chuicti 

I, because its members refused to make ^ ^obVtU 
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of wliich, it was resolved, thai every person who sliottljl 
subscribe (thy poumls, should be entitled to two hundrsM 
acres of land, as the lirst dividend. Five ships w 
vided for the purpose, and being laden with callle and o' 
et necessaries, for the supply of the colony, with ihre 
hundred persons, men, women, and children, they aailei 
from the Isle oi Wight, m May, and arrived at Salem ii 
June, where they found Eudicot, to whom they brought ■ 
con(irmation of his commission as governor.' The coloi 
now consisted of three hundred persons, of whom oi 
hundred removed and settled the t'lwn of Charlestown] 
and the remainder continued at Salem. Mr Huggin 
and Mr. Skelton, distinguished for their learning and pi- ' 
eiy, both of ihem, resolved to lend important servicer ia i 
laying the founJaiion of ihe American Church. '1 heM | 
falliiful aervanta of Christ, cordially engaged in the great ] 
design ; ihey embarked with the second party, and ai 
at Salem in 103U, 

Early in the following year, John VVintlirop, who batid 
been appointed governor, and Thomas Dudley, depot} 
governor, with one thousand live hundred persons, em 
barked oD board of seventeen vessels, at an expense o 
upwatda of twenty thousand pounds, and arrived at SaleO 
in July, IdSO. Dissatislied with this situation, they eU 
* plored the country in quest of a belter station, and 9ettie4 
in many places around the bay ; and laid the foundatioB 
of several town?, among others of Boston. 

On the arrival of Gov. \Vtnthrop, in July, who \ 
from that time to his death, t!ie head and father of tlM 
colony, he found the plantation in a suffering state. Ii 
the preceding autumn, the colony contained about ihre 
hundred inhabitants; eighty of them died, and a grei 
part of the survivors were in a weak, sickly state. The! 
ailpply of corn was not sutBcient for more than a forlnigbl 
and their pnav IS inns oeatly exhausted. Fiiday, Fcbraa 
ryOtli, was i^jipoinied as a day of fasting and prayer; bu 
Ol'tbe fifth of February, a ship arrived with provisiom 
and a day of thanksgiving was appointed by the governw 

KTlie succeeding winter commenced in December, wk 
fftt eevcrily ; few of the houses which had been erects 
re comforrablc. Unused to such severities of climalt 



r ot ihe winier, the greater pan of their cattle died, 
atenais for building and implements of labor were 
id with great difficulty and expense. Thi^ year. 
lertioDs were made for a crop of Indian corn, whicli 
nr whole depeudiince : and it pleased God to give 
D abundant harvest. 

le commencement of all the individual settlement? 
nters were mindful of their great errand into the 
2es5 : and directed their first exertions to the est&b- 
Qt of the church of Christ, and the institution of the 
The first churcii after the one at Salem, was 
id at Cbarlestown. August 'J7th, 1630. Soon after 
church was organized at Dorchester. The next 
Boston; one at Roxbury, one at Lynn, and one at 
jDwd. In less than two years from the organ i za- 
the first church in Saiero, there were in the colo- 
en churches, which were ' indeed golden candlc- 

L633 came over Mr. Haynes, afterwards the first 
or of Connecticut, and Mr. Stone, Mr. Hooker, and 
^tton ; three o^ the most eminent lights of the New 
nd churches. 

the 2 1st of February, an order was made by the 
in council, to stop the ships at that time leady to 
reighted with passengers and provisions for New 
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declaration or their repeaiance for having held C0RimDn< 
ion with the church of England, during theif residence io 
that country, was charged with many exceptionable te- 
Dels. The divines of Masaachuseits opposed Mr. Wih 
liams; he was accordingly summoned to appear before 
the general court, and the ministers oFthecolony. - Mr. 
Hooker was appointed to dispute with him, but, beinf 
unable to change his sentimenis, it was decreed by the 
court, and approved by the ministers, that he should dfrO 
part out of this juriadiction within six weeks. Many ol 
his disciples fallowed him into exile ^ and travelling south' 
until they passed the line of Massachusetts, they purchase 
ed a tract of land of the Narragan setts, then a powerfi^ 
tribe of Indians ; where, in 1635, Lhey made a seiilemettti' 
to which they gave the name of Providence. Having fix- 
ed theif place of residence, they entered into a voluntary 
association, and framed a government, composed of th( 
whole body of freemen, for the preservation of peace, and 
the making of such laws as their siluaiion might requtre: 
Tbey created a church afler the manner of Massac huaella; 
by collecting a religious society ; but as one of the cs 
of their migration, had been the lend that all were^ 
tied lo freedom of conscience in worship, the most e 
toleration in matters of religion was established. 

Williams long retained hie authority. He emplaye4 
hiiDself continually in acts of kindness; affording reliefW 
the distressed, and an asylum to the persecuted, ll > ' 
not long after the banishment of Williams, thai ihec 
trover sy between those who maintained the covenant oj 
works, aud those who maintained the covenant of graoe 
divided and distracted Massachn setts. This cootrovet* 
having iieeiT decided in 1637 against ihe Aiitinomian3,4 
those who supported the covenant of grace, Mrs. Htitch&l 
son, a woman of deep enthusiasm, and the leader of ItA 
8cct, was banished. She, with many of her disciples, (i 
lowed the steps of Williams, and arrived in his neighbou 
hood. They purchased a tract of land from the ■ 
tribe, where they founded Rhode Island. Thej^Jj ' 
~*aunilar association, and adopted the sat 
'Aeration. They aSbrded protection to tl 
t'ttutber. In consequence of this conduct, tlii 
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o send out colonists to the 

Bllentioiiof the render lo the set- 
llcmeni or Connecticut. The first discovery of the couo- 
try of Connecticut River, was Riade by the enterpiiuog 
people of Plymouth, in 1633. The Plymouth peoplede- 
■srmined lo undertake the enierpriae at their own risk. — 
lireparations were made for erecting & trading house, and 
estahlishing a small company upon the river. In the 
mean lime the master of a vessel from MaHsachusetts, who 
was trading ai New Netherlands, shewed lo the Dutch 
governor the commission the English had to trade and 
saltle in New England; and that the king had granted 
these parts to his own subjects ; he also desired that the 
Dutch would not build in Connecticut. The Dutch gov- 
ernor te(|ueBted that the English would not settle in Con- 
necticut until the affair should be determined between 
litem. This appears lo have been a piece of policy in the 
Dutch governor, lo keep the English back, until the Dutch 
liid got a firm fooling upon the river. 

In Seplember, several vessels went into Connecticut 
rirer, to trade. John Oldham, from Dorchester, with a 
few men, travelled through Coiineciicut lo view tlie coun- 
try, and trade willi the Indians. He found that the In- 
dian hemp grew in great abundance in the meadows, and 
purchased a quantity of it, which upon trial, was found to 
exceed (hat which grew in England. William Holmes, 
■il" Plymouih, with his company, having prepared ihe frame 
fa house, and boards and materials for coveting it, imme- 
'iiutely put them on board a vessel, and soiled for Connec- 
icui, When be came into the river, he found Uiat ihi; 
niuch had got in hefore him, aud made a light fort, and 
Janied two pieces of cannrin at ihe moulh of Ihe little 
I'-er, since called Hartford. The Dutch forbade Holmes 
^iNiig up the river, stood by their cannon, and ordered 
iiRi lo strike his colours, or iliey would lite upon him; 
'III he was a man of spirit, and assured ihem that he hatl 
' commission fiom the governor of Plymouth, to go op 
'": river, and go he would. They still threatened, bnt 
e proceeded, landed on the west side of the river, uid 
"-eied his house, a tittle below the .mouth, of the littk 
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rirer ia Windaot. This was the lirsi house erected ii 
Connecticut. It was covered wiih the uimost despatch 
and well fortified. The Sachems who were original iwi 
era of the soil, had been drlTeti from this point of it 
country, by the Pequols, and uerp now carried home t 
board HoLines' vessel. The Dutch, about the same tint 
erected a trading house at Harifnrd. It was with gre; 
difficutlj that Holmes and hta company erected and fort 
fad their house, and kept it aAeruarde. The Dutch, t '' 
fore the Plymouth people took possession of the river, h 
been invited to trade with them at Conneciicut ; but whe 
they round that they were preparing for a settlrmeni then 
they repented uf the invitation, and did all iti their power 
to prevent them. On theStli of June, the Dulch purcliai^ 
ed about twenty acres of land ai Hariford, of a Pequod^ 
captain. Of this the Dutch took possession ; they protei 
ted against Holmes, the builder of the trading house.- 
Some time afterwards, the Dutch governor deapatche4' 
remforcement from fort Amsterdam to onoecticul, d! 
signing todrise Holmes and his company from the tin 
A band of seventy men assaulted the Plymouth lioUM 
but they found it loo well fortiHed, and ^ave up their di 
sign. 

In November and December, the small pnx raged amO] 
the Indians ; two Sachf^ms, with a great part of theirJ 
diftns, died When their own people forsook thefl),'t 
English, who lived near them, went lo their wigwun 
»nd miniatered to them. Some families spent almost thB 
whole time with them. One Englishman buried thirty C 
their dead in one day. 

In 1631, at a meeting of the General Courf, in Se 
tember, the people of Newtown made application for Ii 
erty to remove to Connecticut River. Mr. Ilnoker, ai 
ing as principal advocate for the people, the court refib* 
10 give their consent ; and the design was given over, 
1635, permission was granied, on condition that the ni 
seillemeni should continue subject to the jurisdiction 
Massachusetts. The people ol Newiown, Dorchester, ai 
V began lo prepare for iheir new habjl 
rae of Ihe season 
; some hv n 
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ness. The Dorche^ier men sat down at Windsor, nen 

Plymouth trading house. Ti.ey purchased ihe build- 

_■ and land owned hy Ihe Plym-miji fH-o(le. Ttm jleo- 

Ml Irom Newlown, of whom bur few rnmovpd till the fol- 

ioiving year, settled Hi HanfoTd. Ttie WntiTtowii set- 

Liprs began the town of W-thers'leli!. lu 1(j36, about 

one iiundred persons, men, woin> n, and children, led by 

Ihe Rev. Messrs. Hmher and Stone, Mother with their 

horses, cattle, and swine, commenced ther journey throujjb 

the wilderness to Connecticut rivur They travelled 

.totjttwo weekB, on foot: during which time ihej lived 

■ \.<m the milk of their cows. By the2.'<tl< of November, 

iiiecricut liver was frozen over; heavy falls ot snow 

.< cceded,and the season was very severe. Several small 

-els, which had been lAd<?n with their funiitare aiid 

usions, sailed from Boaioii, and were wrecked on the 

"■=[. By the last ofNovembiT, pnitisions be|j;aD lo fail 

ilie seuJeraents on the fiver, and death looked them 

rtilyin the face Thirteen in t^ne cnn.panv, driven by 

:>i,'er, Biiempted their way in this severe season. Id 

1 ^ing the river, one of iheir company fell through the 

, and was drowned, Ihe iiiher twelve were ke[)t from 

''rhiijg by the Indians, and arrived in Maasachawtta in 

ij days, Their iliatrpss wa.' so great, thai by the Ant of 

■ temher a considernbte part nf ihi' men settleri wwc 

iigcd to abandon their habitation;'. As the only means 

J [ireserviug their lives, aboui seventy persons, men, wo- 

L men, and children, left their Ectllempnl^, and went down 

I idetivBr, in hopes of meeling with their provisions. As 

I Ibeit eipeciaiioD failed, ihi'y went on board the Rebeccn 

I 'ying near the mouth of the river. This, but iwodaya bc- 

I ^iin , tras frozen in twenty mik'S up the river, but wa9 re- 

k3>tA by the falling of a small rain, and reached Boston 

ill live days. [lad it not bf en for a very quick passage. 

I'-' people must have perished. The peuple liiat iiepl 

"11 sttualions no tli« river auSered extremely. After aU 

' iielp they weie able lo nbiam by huniing, and frQW 

Hj^iidians. they were obliged to subsist on acorns, rij^. 

The number of cati>e ib.it could out bV^ot 

, living upon what they irivi^fffi 'be 

ifld meadows, wintered belter than ilioafc whlfli^ 
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were brought over ; however, a great number of them _ 
ished. Early in the spring, those who went from C( 
neelicut to spetid the winter with their frientJB, began 
rcturo to their new habitaliona. 

I'be first court held io Coanecticut, was held at I 
town, April 26ih, 16:J6. 

Towards the last of the year 103-5, Mr. Winthrop, 
of the Massachusetts governor, the worthy cliaracter wl 
Afienraids procured the ConnecMiciU Charter, arrived 
Boston, with a conimtBsion from lords Say and Sea], I 
Brook, and others, to take possession of Couneclical 
er ; and build a fort, which they had named Saybrooli. 

In a few days, a Dutch vessel appeared off the harl 
sent to take possession of the entrance of the river, : 
erect fortificatioDS ; but the English had by this t 
mounted two cannon, and prevented their landing. T 
prondentiatly was this fine tract of country pieserTed 
our venerable ancestors, and their posterity. 

In September 1636. Mr. Fynchion, with a part of 
people of Roxbury, began the settlement of the towa 
Springfield ; but no sooner had the English beeun 
trade, and make seitieiucnts in ConDeciicut, than Uw 
<]aode began to murder, and kill their cattle. In 1€ 
they murdered captains Stone and Norton, wilb t] 
whole crew, consisting of eight men; they then plow 
cd and sunk the vessel. 

In November following, the Pequods sent a messti 
to Boston, for the purpose of obtaining peace with 
F!iig1isb. He made an offer of a great quantity of beat 
skins, to persuade the governor to enter into a league i~ 
•them. The governor assured them that the English i 
willing to make peace, on eondition that they vauld 
up the murderers of Captain Stone and bis men ; the 
dians assured him that the murderers were all dead 
two, and they would give them up to justice ; they o£E 
in give up their right at Connecticut river, if the £n^ 
liesfted to settle there, and engaged to assist tfaem aa 
as |us in Ilieir power, in making settlements; they! 
ag^k that they would give the English forty beaver 
tliinStti^ skins. The governor and council ^ 
'—'caij with them on the conditions they propi 
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Kterer their designs 
wards beonie more am 
bloody. 

In IG3C), John Oiiitiani was murdered neax Block Ul- 
>nd. He had with htm twu boys aod two Nartag&n&el In- 
diaai ; these were taten and carried off. John Gallup, 
as he wai going from ('onnecticut to Bosioo, discovereil 
Mr. Oldhatn'H fCBsel Tull of Indians, and asw a caaoe go 
Trom her laden with goods. Suspecting they had murder- 
ed Mr. Oldham, he tilled them, but receircd no answer. 
Gallup was a bold msin ; and altlioiiRh he had but one man 
ioi two boys with him, be immediately bore down u|H>n 
her, and fired duck shot so tliick among tiiom, that he 
soon cleared the deck. The Indians ail got under the 
hatches. He thea stood otT, bore do^n upon lier, with a 
Ijrisk gale, and nearly overset her. which so frightened 
the Indians, that several jumped overboard and werf; 
droivned ; he then eIuoiI off, and running dowu u]>on her 
I the second lime, rakeil her fore and ti^t ivitli Iiis shot, aiA 
■Bjaing down upon lier a third time, be gave her auub k 
^^■ak, that five more jumped overboard and ivcre dro'vo- 
^^H He then boarded her, and louk two of th« Indiana 
^^pbound them, Two or Ihree olhers, armed with flwordg. 
I is a little room below, could not be driten out, Mr. Old-. 
huo'a corpse was found ou hoard : hiB head split, and th* 
body mangled in a barbarous manner Gallup and his 
mea, then, as decenily as possibU', pni the corpEc into 
ihe sea. After taking her rigain<; and gi>od», which had 
not been carried off, ihey were obliged lo let lict go adrift, 
ntid she was lost. The Indians wlio comtnitied (he mur- 
<ler were ' chiefly Block Islanders, and Narragansetn — 
ihe governor and council of Ma-ssachuselts, despatched ' 
captain Endicott with ninety volunteers to avenge the 
murder. The Narraganset Sachema sent home Hr. Old> 
ham's two boys, :ind made peace with them ; hut the olh- 
i' Indians mad#uocompeiisaiion. Captain Endicott was 
i'lcred to proceed lo Block Island, put the meu (o llie 
t'lrd, and take possession of the Island, but to spare ihe , 
. i.nen and children. They saded from Buston 95th of 
August. When tliey arrived at Block l^nd, fort; or , 
liy Indians appeared on shore, and opposAjtis landing. 
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After a short skirmish, the Indisua fled to the woods. Al'- 
ter the English had spent two days on the [slonds, buTD'^ 
mg the wifiwama, deafroying the corn, and staving Iheir 
cano«s, ihey sailed f<jr ihe Pequi>t country ; when thej 
liBd arrived in Pequot harbour, <'aptainEndicoit acquaint 
ed the Pequots with his dcsigo ; in a lew hours, aboat 
thrne hundred Pequots appeared upon the shore ; but aB 
soon as they were fully inlbrraed o)' his business, they be- 
gan to withdraw intc the woods. He landed his men on,' 
both eides [he harbour, burnt their wigwams, destroyed' 
their caDoes, kilted one or two Indinns, atid returned te 
Boston. This measure, instead of allaying, seemed to> 
in<irea3e their hostility ; several persons were taken near 
Saybrook fort, and tortuied with savage barbarity, Aboutr 
the beginning or October, the enemy concealed them*' 
selvea in the grass in the meadow, and surprised five of 
the garrison at Sajbrook, as they were carrying home 
their hay. One Bullerlield was taken and tortured to 
death ; the r<''s( made their escape. Eight or ten days af- 
ter, Joseph FiMoy, a master of a small vessel, was taken- 
as he was going down the Connecticut river, 
to anchor about three miles above the fort, and taking & 
cahoe and one T>an with him went a fowling. No sooner 
had he dischaiged -his piece, than a large nomberof Pe- 
quots, arising from their concealment, took him and kiy>^ 
od his companion. The Indians used him in 
barbarous manner, firat culling ntf his hands, and theO 
his feet; thus torturing him to death. As he did n 
groan, ihey pronounced him a slout man. 

In March, Ifi'JT, Lieutenant Gardiner, who command' 
cd the fort at Saybiook, going out with about twelve 
10 burn their marshes, was waylaid near a narrow neck' 
of land; the enemy rose upon him, killed three of his 
mCT, and wounded several. The enemy pursued thejn in 
great numbers to the fort, and compassed it on 
They challenged tha English to come out and fight : they 
boasted that thfiy could kill the Engiish-inen, — all one , 
■flies; mocked the groiinsofthe woundsd. But the can- 
non being loads'l with grape shot was fired among them, 
whicli causeAhem to groan in reality. Soon after, the 
II a nTimber of canoes, beset a shallop going down 
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river, with three men on board ; ihe men ToagLl brave- 

' fj, bui were o*erpowpred by numbers, and liken. The 

Imlians ripped ihem up ftora the boiiom of their bellies 

r ihroau. and cleft them down their backa. They 

ko hnng ihem upon irees beside the river in full view 

jTlhc English, as they passed up and down, on tkB 

|[Ala court hoiden ai HsTtford, it was decreed that tlie 
Iniiv'inn of Newiinvti should \ie named Unrlford, 
ItWaiertawn shnuld be naiHRil Weitiersfield, and iliai 
Iroheaier should be called Windsor, 
^u April, Ihe Indians waylaid the people at Wethers- 
!> iliey were going into the tields to labour, and hill- 
' II SIX men and three women ; iwo maids were raken cup- 
|i\e, twenty cows killed, and other damages dnne to the 
'ii habitants. 

The court hoiden at Ilarilbrd, May 1st, 1637, reeolted 
:" presccute cbe war with the Pequots ; that niuely men 
hguld be raised; lliriy two from Hartford, thirlj from 
^Vinilflor, and eighteen from Wet h era field. Mu.'^Bachii- 
ms determined to send two hundred, ami Plymouth for- 
r men lo assist Conneclicul in prosecoling (he war. 

On Wednesday, the Kith of May, Ihe troops, fell dttwn 
iw liver, for the fori atSaybrook. They consisted of 90 
I'nglighinen, and about 70 Mohegan and river Indians. — 
Tliey embarked on board a pink, a pinnace, and a shttl- 
">p. ' he Indians were commanded by Uncaa, sachein 
'>f ilie Mohegans, The whole was oonimanded by cap- 
iiiiii Jnbn Mason, who had been bred a soldier in the old 
^'lUiUries. The Rev. Mr. Stone of Hartford, went th«it 
Iiaplain. On Monday the 16th, the troops arritot! at 
%brook fori. As the water was Ion, this little diet ser- 
ial times ran agiound The Indians, impatient of dc- 
j;«, desired lo be set on shore, promising to join thoEn- 
Jiah ai Saylirook. The captain, therefore, grsnte<I tlieir 
request. On iheir march they fell in with atmut forty of 
Ijp enemy, near ilie fort, killed seven, and look on*pii»- 

The prisoner had been a perfidious villain. lie had 
i^t^d in the fnri, some time before, and coald fineak Eii> 
t=h well. Btil after Iho Peiuots commenoi^ fioalilities 
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igainst the Engliab, he became a conalanl spy upon tha 

garrisDQ, and acquaiated Sassacus with every thing h( 

could (liBCOTer. He had been present al the slaughter a 

all the English who had been killed al Saybrook. Uncu 

atid his men ioaistei] upon executing him according to lh< 

manaer of their ancestors; and the English, in the eir 

cumstancea in which they then weie, did not judge itpru 

denl to interpose. The Indians, kindling a large Are, Ti 

oluntly tore him limb froni limb. _ Barbarously cutting hil 

flpsh in pieces, they handed it round from one to another 

eating it, singing and dancing round ihe fire, in their rt! 

ulent and tumultuous manner. The bones and such port 

of their captice, as were not consumed in this (.' 

repast, were committed to the flames and burnt l 

This Buccess was matter of joy, not only as i 

check upon the enemy, but it was an evidence of ihe fidd 

ityof Uncas and his Indians, of which the English hi 

been before in doubt. There were other circumstance 

however, which more than counterbalanced this joy. Tl 

anny lay wind bound until Friday, ai>d captain Mason U 

his officers were entirely divided in opinion, with reapa 

tn the manner of prosecuting their enterprise. The eooi 

by Ihe commission and instructions which it had ghr* 

enjoined the landing of the men al Pequot harbour, ■ 

that from thence they should advance upon the en6a|k 

Tlie captain was foe passing by ihem, end saiiiit^ tol 

Marragansei country. He was fixed in this opinion, fe 

t^ Muse that, eiipecling the army at Pequol harbor, thi 

vJcspl watch upon the river night and day. Their niimbe 

K^mea greatly exceeded his tic was informed, at Sa) 

■ 'IwOok, that they had sixteen fire arms, with potvder an 

~' It. The harl>our was compassed with rocliaand thicl 

1, affording the enemy every advantage. They wer 

nn the laud, and exceedingly light footed. He wi 

uerefore of the opinion, that they would render it ret 

pffioutt and dangerous to land, and that he might ausiai 

[ tnch loss, as would diacnurage his men, and frustrate ttai 

p.^ign of the expedition. If they should make good ibe 

tUnding, he was sure, that while they dirt'cied their inato 

through the country, to the enemy's forts, they woul 

waylay andattack them, with their nholc force, al e ~ 
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litfiicnU pass. Besides if ihe; should find, on trial, ibit 
ijiey were not able to defeat the Knglish, they would mn 
riff to swamps and fastneasea, where ihty could not be 
I'utind ; an<t itiej should not be able lo effect any thing 
'capital against them. He wbh not withoul hopes, thai. 
^)' g^Jfig to Narraganset, he might surprise ibem. There 
was also some prospect, that the LNartaganseiR would joni 
iiimtn the expedition, and that he might fall in wiili some 
;>:i(tortbe troops from Massachusetts. 

His officeis and men in general wer« for attending 
llicir iuslructions, and going at all hbzards directly to 
the forts. The necesaity of ihoir affairs at home, tlic 
dinger of the Indians attacking (heir families and* neltle- 
moats.in their absence, made ihsm wish, at once lo doa- 
['ilch the business, oa which they had been sent. They 
I not relish a long march through the wilderness. 
i iicy also imagined that they might be discovered, ctck 
:,DuId they determine lo march from Narraganset to ibo i 
iiicL of the enemy. In this diTision of opinion. Mti . 
■Mrie was desired by the officers most importunalcty Ki 
. rjy for them, th.-U iheir way Riiglii be directed, audjuti, 
.'iinithstanding the present embarrassment, the enttf^Nb 
tiiightbe crowned with success. ' 

Mr, Slone spent mo^l of Thursday night in prayer, aoA < 
ilie next morning visiting captain Mason, assured hint. 
Ihal he had done as he waa desired : adding, that he v/sk 
entirely satisSed with his plan. The council was again 
railed, and, upon a full view of all th« reasons, unani- 
mously agreed to proceed lo Narraganael. It was also 
•Itfatmined that twenty men should be sent back to Con- 
necticut, to strengthen the infant selllements, while the 
rest of the troops were employed iu service against the 
sneroy ; and, that Captain Underbill, with nineteen men 
fiom tlie garrison at Saybrook fort, should supply their 
places, 

On Friday, May 19ili, the Captain sailed for Nana.- 
^at bay, and arrived on Saturday at the desired poet. 
'h Monday, captain Mason, and captain Underhill niarctvt] 
> J with a guard to (he planlatioa of Caiioni^s, and ac- 
■iMinied him with the design of their coming. * 
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senger was immediately despatclied lo Miantonimoli, lli« 
chief sachem of the Narragaiisets, to acquaint him »\sv 
with the eipedilion. The next daj Miantonimoh tnel, 
Ibem, with his chief counsellors and warrinra, coDBialing 
of about 200 men. Captain MasoD ct rliSed him. thai 
the occasion of his coming with armed men, into hu 
country, was lo n?cngB the iniolerable injuries which tht 
FequotB, his as well as their eneAiics, had done the En^;- 
ghsh ; and, thathe desired a free passage to the Poqaot 
forls. Afler a solemnc onsultaiion in the Indian manner, 
MiaDlonimoh answered, That he highly approved ofithe 
oipeiiition, and that he would send men. He observed, 
however, that the Englifih were not sufficient io number 
le iiglit with the enemy. He said the Pcquots were gtBBl 
Captains, skilled in war, and rather slighted the English'. 
Captain Mason landed his men, and marched just at night 

10 the plantation of Canonicus, which was appointed U 
he the place of general rendezvous. That night then 
arrived an Indian runner in the camp, with a letter fron 
captain Patrick, who had arrived with his parly at Mr. Vfii 
liam's plantation, in Providence. Captain Patrick signifiei 
his desire, that captain Mason would wait until he could 
join him. Upon deliheration it was determined not to 
wail, though a junction was greatly desired. TbemeS 
had already been detained much longer than was agreea- 
ble to their wishes. When they had absolutely resolved 
the preceding day tu march the next moiniug, the Indiana 
insisted thai they were but in jest ; that Englishmen 
talked much, but would not fight. It was therefore fear- 
ed, that any delay would have a bad efTcct upon them. 

11 was also suspected that, if ihey did not proceed imme- 
diately, they should be discovered, as there were anum- 
ber of squawa who maintained an inlcrcourae between the 
Pepuotand Narragansel Indians. The army therefore, 
consieling of seventy seven Enghshmen, sixty Mobegaii 
and river Indians, and about iwo hundred Narragansets, 
matched on Wednesday morning, nnd that day reached 
the eastern Nihantic, about eighteen or twenty tnilei 
from Ihe pia^ of rendczous the night before. This was 
a frontier to the Pequots, and was Ilie seal of one of the 
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Ktn&ganset sachems. Here ihe army hailed, &t llie cloK 
oT the day. But ihe sachem and his Indians cniidtt^d 
Aemselves in a. haughty manner towarda the English. Vd 
wmld not suffer them to enter wiihin iheir fort. Cap- 
lUD Mason therefore placed a strung guard rounfl lira 
fort ; and as the Indians nouid not suffer bim to enter it, 
be determined that none of them should come oat. 
Knowingihe perfidy of the Indians, and thai it wes cu8- 
loniary among them to suffer the nearest relatives orth«it 
greatest enemies to reside with them, he judged it neces- 
sary, to prevent their discovering him lo tlie enemy. 

In Ilie morning, a considerahle number of Miaiitoni> 
nioh'a men came on and joined (he English. This en- 
couraged many of the Nihanticks aUu to join ihem. 
They £oon farmed a circle, and made prolestaliuns, how 
gallantly they would fight, and what numbers they would 
till. When the army marched, Ihe next morning, Ihe 
taptain had with him nearly five hundred Indiana. He 
narclied tvrelve miles, to the ford in Pawcatuck river. 
Tbe day was very hot, and the men, throagh the great 
beat, and a scarcity of provision, began to fainl. The 
itmy, therefore, madea considerable halt, and refreshed 
ibetnaelves. Here the Narraganset Indians began lo 
mamfeBt their dread of the Pequots, and to inquire of 
nptaitt Mason, with great anxiety, what were bis real 
dtirigna. Ho assured them, that it was his design to at- 
tack the Pequols in their forts. At this they appeared to 
be panic-Blruck, and filled with amazement. Many of 
them drew off, and rclurned to Narrangansel. The ar- 
my marched on about three miles, and camo lo Indian 
nn fields ; and the captain, imagining thai he drew 
'-'^ir the enemy, made a halt : he called his guides and 
uncil, and demanded of the Indians how far it was to 
■ r forts. They represented, that it was twelve miles to 
'.i?5scus's fort, and that both forts were in a manner Im- 
I ' ^aable. Wequosh, a Pequot Captain or petty sacbera, 
ill) had revolted from Sassacns to the Narragansets, wu 
u prtucipal guide, and he proved faithful. He gavo : 
ii:>.i information, respecting the distance of the forfat 
iiriieacb other, and the distance which they were then 
• i, from the chief sachem's, as determined him nod hift 
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officers to alter the resoIiitioD whicb Ihey bad beft 
adapted, of attacking thom both at once ; and to d 
a united attack upon that at Miatic. He Tound his 
BO fatigued, in marching through a pathless wilderni 
withtbeir provisions, arms, and ammunilion, 
fected with the heat, that this resolution appeared to 
absolutely necessary. One of captain Underhiira 
became lame, at the same time, and begaa to fail. 
stmy, therefore, proceeded directly to Mistic, and 
linuing their march, came to a smalt swamp between 
hilts, jitst at the disappearing of the d^iy light. TheoS( 
supposing that they were now near the fort, pitched 
dittle camp, between or near two large rocks, in Qr 
~ iocs called Porter's rocks. The men were faint 
Weary, and though the rocks were iheir pillows, their 
The guards and senliuels were cooaidi 
biy advanced, in the front of the army, and beard the 
emy singing, at the fort, who continued their rcjoii 
even until midnight. They had seen the vessels pass 
harbor, some days before, and had concluded that 1 
English were afraid, and had not courage to attack tli4 
They were therefore rcjoicmg, singing, dancing, inm 
ing them, and wearying themselves, on Ibis accoaut. 

The night was serene, and, towards morning, themt 
ahonc clear. The important crises wasnowcome, wt 
the very existence of Connecticut, under providence, 1 
to be determined by the sword, in a single action j and 
be decided by the good conduct of less than eighty bri 
men. The Indians who remained, were nowBorelyd 
mayed, and though, at first, ihey had led the van, ■ 
boasted of great feats, yet were now all fallen back in I 
rear. 

About two liours before day, the men were roused W 
ail expedition, and briefly commending themselves i 
their cause to God, advanced immediately towards ' 
foTC. After a march of about two miles, they came to 
foot of a targe hill, where a fine country opened be| 
them. The captain, supposing that the fort could not 
Ux distant, sent for the Indians in the rear, to i 
Uncas and Wequosh, at length appeared. He 
ded of ihem where the foit was, The; answered on 




kthe hill 
ibidians. 
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He demanded of them where vcre Um 

They answered, that they were tiiucli 

:apUin seDt to ihetii not to fly. but to aut- 

I the fort, at any distance they pleaded, bdJ-bm 

:her Bngllshmen would fight. The day was aearly 

ling, and no lime was to be loal. The men pressed 

Q two divisiona, captain Maeoa to the north 'eastern, 

captain Underhill (o the western entrance. As tin 

Bl wliich they had been eo long seeking, came tnts 

,and while they rellected they were to fight notonltt 

hemeelvcB, but their psrenia, wives, children, 4BM 

nbole colony, the martial spirit kindled intlieirbei 

>, and Ihey were wonderrully nnimuled. As capt«ia 

on advanced within a rod or two of the' fort, a dag 

cd, and an Indian roared uut, Owanux.1 Uwunux ! 

I is, Rngliehmen I EngliBhmen I The tM^ prtM* 

n, and as the Indians were rallyioff, powi 

I, through the pallisBUoes, a general diactta 

wts, and ihen wheeling olTio the principal!*,,. . , 

ted the lort sword in hand. N<>twiilislai(llNl[| thd 

lennnsa of the attack, the blaze and thunder of iheir 

I, the enemy made a manly and desperate resistance. 

tun Mason and his party drove the Indians in tju 

■tieet towards the weal part of the fort, where sHM 

ten who had forced their way, met llicm, and mAM 

Slighter among tliem, that the street wb9'^Mr 

if the enemy. They secreted themselves iifltld 

.iheir wigwams, and taking advantage of eMrt 

, maintained an obstinate defence. The Captdb 

I men entered the wigwams, where they were beeA 

luy Indians, who look every advantage to shoot 

mnd lay hands upon them, so that it was with great 

Ity ibat Lfaey could defend themselves with th«ic 

^ After a severe conflict, in which many of lb» 

V were slain, some of the English killed, and others 

irouiided, the victory still hung in suspense. Tlta 

1 finding himself much exhausted, and out of 

f as well as bis men, by the extraordinary ex^rtioii)i 

Kiey bad made ; in this critical state of action, 
course to a BucceBsful expedient. He cries / 
his men, Wt muti bum ihem. He immediatelj 
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entered a wigwam, took lire, and put it into the mall 
with which the wig trams were covered. The lire, instaal 
Ij kindling, spread with sucli violence thai all the Indiw 
houses were soon wrapped in flames. As the fire ii 
creased, the English leiired without the fort, and con 
paaaed it on every side. Uncas and hia Indians, will 
>uch of the Narragansets as yet remained, took cour&g 
from the example of the English, and formed i 
circle in the rear of them. The enemy were now 
with astonishment, and forced by the flames from thu 
lurking places, into open light, became a fair mark for tbi 
English soldiers. Some climbed the pallisadoes, am 
were instantly brought down by the Gre of the Engliri 
muskets. Others, desperately sallying forth from Sieil 
burning cells, were shot, or cut in pieces with the sword 
Such terror fell upon them, that they would run bod 
from the English into the very flames. Great numbei 
perished in the conflagration. 

The greatness and violence of the fire, the refleciion d 
the Ught, the flashing nad rnar of the arms, the ahrielfi 
and yellings of the men, women and children, in tlie !aH 
Btid theshoutingsof the Indiana \vi thoul, just at the dawn 
ing of the morning, exhibited a grand and awful e 
In ft little more than an hour ihis whule work of deatriM 
tion was finished. Seventy wigwams were burnt, and fin 
or Bis hundred Indians perished, either by the sword, a 
.iathe flames.* A hundred and fifty warriors had bee' 
sent on, the evening before, who that very moTohag Wet 
lo have gone forth against the English. Of these, an 
fill who belonged to the fort, seven only, escaped, an 
seven were made prisoners. It had been previously coi 

^■eluded not (ofaura the fort, but to destroy the r'Tiemy, an 
ike the plunder ; but the captain afterwards found it tfa 
_tely expedient lo obtain the viciriry, and eave his mei 
Thus parents and children, the gannup and squaw, th 

f old man and babe, perished in 




* Captain Mnaon, in his histury, says six or soveji I 
hTpin tliB number of wigwaraa, and tlio reinforcBnienl, lb 
^ty is that about all hundred were destroyed. 
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Tiiough iLe victor; was comptelc, jc[ the arm; wera 
.:< great tianger and distress. The men Uad boen uE- 
:^cdii)gly fatigUGi] l>; the heat, and lung marches through 
lougb and di^cull plaeea ; and by that constant wntch 
aod guard which they had been obliged lo keep. Thej 
■ had now been greatly exhauated, by the ahorjiness of ihe 
action, and the exertions which tlicy had been necceti' 
ta'.cd 10 make. Their loss was very considerable. Two 
men were killed, and nearly twenty wounded. 

This was more thau one quarierafthe English. Nam- 
-I'^.rs fainied by reason at fallgiie, tlie heat, and want of 
ueoeesiries. Tbe surgeon, their proTieionE, and the ar- 
: ides. necessary Hn the wounded, were on board iho ves- 
:elt, which had been ordered to sail from the Narragnn- . 
i^t bay the night before, for Pequot harbour *, but ibme 
naa no appearance of ihem in the sound. Theywera 
Knsible that, by the boring of the fort, and ibe noi«6 of 
war, tbey bad alarmnd the country ; and therefore were 
in constant expectation of an attack, by a frceli and nti- 
merouB enemy from the other fortress, and from every , 
<luarte^ whence ibe Fequois might be coIJeclcd. 

A number of friendly Indians had been wounded, and 
they were so distracted with foar, that it wasdHGcnlt ev«D 
lo speak with their guide and interpreter, or to Ir^ow noj j 
thing what they designed. The English * "~ 
inj'fl country, and entire strangers Ic ' 
iliey must return. The enemy were f 
than themselves, and enraged to the highest de^ 
other circumstance rendered their situation Eljll TliOtt 
dangerous, their provisions and ammunition were nearly 
cqwnded. Fonr or five men were so wounded Fhat it 
was necessary to carry them, and they were also obliged 
lo bear about twenty fire arms, so that not more than fo£ 
ly men could be spared for action. ^ 

After an interval of about an hour, while the ofGce»> 
were in consultation what course they should lakfl, theit 
vessels, aa though guided by.llieJ*«nd of providence. tOj 
serve the necessiiies of these brave men, came (aW fl 
flaw; and, under a fair gale, were steering directly h)(» 

Iliiuboar. This, in the situation of the army at that 
1 »as a most joyful sight. 
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Immediately, upon the discovery of the vessels, aboat 
three hundred Indiana came on from the other fort. Cap- ■ 
tain Mason, perceiving their approach, led out a choBen 
parly to engage them, and try their temper. He ga»e 
them such a warm reception, aa soon checked aod put 
them to a stand. This gave him great encouragemenl, 
and he ordered the army to march for Pequoi liarbour. — ' 
The enemy, upon this, immediately advanced to the hill, 
where the fort stocd ; and viewing the destruction which 
had been made, stamped and tore ihrir hair from tbeir 
heads. After a short pause, and blowing themselves up 
to the highest transport of passion, they leaped down tbe 
hill after the army, in the moat violent manner, as though 
they were about to run over the English. Captain Un- 
derbill, who, with a number of the best men, was ordei^ 
ed to defend the rear soon checked the eagerness of their' 
pursuit, and taught ihem to keep at a more respectrul dis- i 
tance. The friendly Indians who had not deserted, DOff 
kept close to the English, and it was believed, that aller ' 
the enemy came on, they were af^id to leave them. Tha 
enemy pursued the army nearly six miles, sometimes 
(hooting at a distance, fron h{;bind ihe rocks and tred, 
and at other times, pressing on more violently, and despe- 
rately hazarding themselves in the open field. 

That the English might be enabled to fight, captain 
Masnn soon hired the Indians to carry the wounded men 
and their arms. The English killed several of the ene- 
my while ihey pursued them, but sustained no loss them- 
selves. When they killed a Pequot, the other Indiaiu 
would shout, run and fetch his head. At length, the en- 
emy finding that they rould make no impression upon the 
army, and that wounds and death attended tlieir attempts, 
gave over the pursuit. 

The army then marched to the harbor, with their colors 
ying, [Lud were received on hoard the vessela,^th great. 
uitual joy and congratulation. 

L In about three weeks from the time the men embarked 
■ Hatlford, they returned again to their respective habi- 
nSons. They were received with thegreategtexullation. 

I the people had been deeply affected with their dangeij 

^ full of anxiety for their friends, while nearly halfthfl 
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efleclive men in the colony were in aervice, upon so haz- 
■tdoua an enterprise, an sudden a change, in the greil 
tictoiy obtained, and in ilie safe return of ao many of their 
ehildreo and neighbors, tilled them with oxceei'ln^ny and 
thank Till n ess. Every family, and every worshipping ■■- 
feinbly, spoke the languuge of praise and thanksgiving. 

Seferat circumstances attending thia enterprise wwa 
niach noticed by the soldiers themselves, and espectiHji 
by all the pious people. Il was considered as very pror* 
ideniial, that the army sliould march nearly forty miles, 
and a considerable part of il in the enemy's country, and 
not be discovered until the moment they nere ready to 
commence the attack. It was judged remarkable, that 
the vessels should come into the harbor at the very hour 
in which they were most needed. The life of captain 
Maeon was very signally preserved. As he entered a Wig- 
wam for fire to burn the fort, an Indian was drawing an 
arrow to the very head, and would have killed him in* 
atantly; but Davis, one of his sergeants, cut the bow 
itring with his cutlats, and prevented the fatal shot. — 
Lieutenant Bull received an arrow into a hard piece of 
cljeese, which he had in hi^ clothes, and by it was saved 
harmless. Two soldiers, John Dyer and Thomas Stiles, 
U>lb servants of one man, were shot in the knots of their 
neckcloths, and by them preserved from instant death. 

Few enterprises have ever been achieved with more 
personal bravery or good conduct. In few have so great 
a proportion of the effective men ol a whole colony, aUlA 
or nation, been put to so great and Immediate dan^,— ' 
In few, have a people been so deeply and immediate); in- 
terested, as the whole colony of Connecticut was to this, 
in that uncommon crisis. In these respects, even the 
great armaments and bailies of Europe, are, comparative' 
ly, of little importance. In this, under the divine coti- 
(!uct, by seveuty'Seven brave men, Connecticut was saved, 
and the most warlike and terrible Indian nation in 
New England, defeated and ruined. 

The body of the Pequots, returning from the putsait of 

LDtain Mason, repaired to Sassacus, at ilte royal fortrts^ 

Yi'olated the doleful story of their misfortunes. Ti&«y 

:g«d thetn all to his haughtiness and miaconduoi, BRd 
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threatened him, and his, with immediale destrDction. His - 

Irienda and chief counsellors interceded for him ; and. 
tlieir entreaty, his cnen spared his life. Then, upon con* 
Bultatiqg, they concluded ihat they could not, with saTeif^ 
remain any longer in the country. The; mere, indeed, 
so panic struck, that, hurning their wigwams and dealro]p> 
ing tht-ir fort, they fled and acaltercd into various parts (rf 
the country. Sassacus, Monoootto, andferentyor einbty 
of their chief couDsellora and tvarriora, took their roi^ 
towards Hudson's river. 

Just before captaia Mason went out upon the expedi- 
tion against the Pequols, the Dutch performed a very 
neighbourly office for Conneclicul. The two maids, who 
had been captivated at Welherslield, had, through the ho-i 
manity and mediation of Mooonotlo's squaw, been spared 
from death, and kiudly treated. The Dutch gorernor,] 
(eceiving intelligence of their circumstances, determined. 
to redeem them at any rate, and despatched a sloop toPeA 
<inol bnrhor for that purpose. Upon its arrival, the Duteh 
made large offers .for their redemption, but the Pefjuots 
would not accept them. Finally, as tlie Dutch had a .! 
number of Pequoia on board, whom they had taken, and. 
finding that they could do no better, ihey offered the Po-' 
^uolB eIx of their own men for the two maids. Thesa 
they accepted, and the Dutch delivered the young' wo>' 
men at Saybiook, just before captain Mason and hie paiv 
ty arrived, Of them he received particular information ' 
respecting the enemy. 

An Indian runner, despatched by Mr, Williams, at 
Providence, soon carried the news of the success of Con- 
necticut -against the Pequols, to the governor of Massa- 
chusetts. / The governor and his council, judging that the 
Pequots had received a capital blow, sent forward but a 
hundred and iwcDty men. These were commanded by 
Mr. Sloughton, and the Rev. Mr. Wilson, of Boston, was 

This parly arrived at Pequot haroour the latter part of 
June. By the assistance of the Narraganset Indians, the 
parly under captain Stoughton surrounded a large body 
of Pequols in a swamp. They look eighty captivee. 
Thirty were i^en ; the rest were women and children. 
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Tike men, encept two sachems, were killed, but llie wi>- 
BCD and children were eaved. The aachems promised to 
eonduct the English to Sitssacus, and Tor thai purpose 
»ere spared for the present. 

The court at Conueciicut ordered that forty men should 
be raised rorthwilh for the further prosecution of the wu 
tgainst the Pequota, to be comraanded bj cnpinm Muson. 

The troops rrom Connecticut made a junction with the 
putj under the command of captain Siouohion, at Pe- 
qaoL Mr. Ludlow, with other principal genilempn from 
Connecticut, went hIbo with the army, to advise with re- 
ipeetio the measures to be adopted in the further prOBO- 
cutioR of the war. Upon general conauliation, it was 
concluded to pursue the Pequots, who had Red to the 
westward. The army marched immediately, and aooa 

IiieooTered the pinces where the enemy had rendcjivouz- 
cd, at their severa] removes. As these were not far dis' 
lint from each other, il appeared that they nuved slowly, 
lining Lheip women and ohiMren with them. Thpy also 
rere without provisions, and were obliged to dig for 
dtiaa, and to range the grores for such articles as ihry 
[^iTirded The English n.und some scaiicriiig Poiiuats, 
aslliey scoured the ciinntry, whom they captivated, and 

Ifromwiiom they obtained intelligccca relativa lothe Pe- 
loots whom they were pursuing. But finding that tho 
uehems, whom they had spared, would give them nO ift- 
(bmiaiion, they beheaded ihem, on their march, at a plaeo 
eilted Menunkatuck, since Guilford ; from which cil- 
cumsiance, the spot on which the execution was done. 
Hears the name of Sachem's Head to the present time.. 
In three days ihey arrived at New [laven harbdilr, Tho 
vessels sailed along the shore while the troops mdvched 
bjland. At New Haven, then called Qainnipiack, k 
great smakc, at a small distance, was discovered in the 
woods. The officers supposing that they "kad now dis- 
covered the enemy, ordered the army immediately to ad- 
vance upon them ; but were soon intormed ihnt lliej 
were not in that vicinity. The Connecticut Indinns hlia 
kindled the fires whence the smoke arose. The troopa 
■OOQ embarked on btiard the resseFs, After stayiiHi[ M*-, 
eral days at New Haven, the oltiuera received in^lltgcnco 
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from 1 Pec'ioi, vvhoin they bad pre^ioasiy sent to make : 

dl-iC'.-'iry . Mat -.he enemy were ic i considenr^ie cistvicCy ■ 
in I i'»*ai ivimo. to tae westwird. L'acn ii>is infoniMp 
ticn. :he army marched v;tii a., possijte despatch to ft 
gr^at awimp in Fiirtield. 'vhere w-ire-iighfy era hundred 
Per.iKt warrior?, anil near'v :-.v; hundred other Indians. 
The '.warr..> w;is such a t.■i•:'.ir^ ^o deer? and boaey, that 
it ^"la ditfi»*ii.L to etiier ir. or mak-i m/ raoven'er.t without 
£ink:n:r ia Me m.re. LiSiienar.: I>ivenport and others, 
rush n I •:ai'*r'y ;f:io :t, 'vere ?<:reiy w«;-iiniie:. and several 
were soon =■> (:e«7p in tlie mad. ih.i: T.ey could not get out 
without .ii=i"5tar.':e. Tie en^*::/ r.'--:s5ed Tiiem so hard, 
that ^.hey 've-= justrei-iy ro fe ze tl.ein by :h-; hair of their 
heai. A 'i;:m:er of iiriv-: rr.rri '.ver*? ■■■"iic^d to rescue 
them 5\v:rd i.i hand. S«.rae oi* :;-f IlU:!!:* '.vere slain, 
and '.he nien 'i-rre tiri'vn O'ii •-•:' i::e rnirf. The swamp 
T5"as =urr:'■.•.1d^^i. an-i ii'i-^r a cim 'i-riL-i-e skirmish, the 
iQii^nsd-^s..-'?: a ;m.' ey. As ihe< m':er5 v.oro f.ot willing 
to JTiike a pr:r.i-JC-.iJi:.5 dci*.r-.-ii'-'Ti vt" n^'.n, -vofrr^fi and 
children, a:.:: as the sachem j-r.d Ir.-ii.i:is of the vicinity 
Lad ti'^fl i'.'"' i..e ='A";inrj. il:.:uj"! -.h*-. v iiad d.:ii«? I'le colo- 
Eies no -i.-ir--. a :■ ir!t: 'vas :xran::u!. i h'^mas Strintoo, 
a ma'". ■.»"-!i -c-jH-iiMie-: u ith 'h'i rr.a::ner* and ia::/uage of 
the Ir.'i.i.i-s. v ..* iem lo ireac wi-.i: t..t:n. lie was au- 
thoriz-':': Ti -.rf'-r ii.-':- lo all the Iiid.ans who I.ad siie-i no 
Er.zli-'r. rjiji". U,-;ori :his otfTr, :iie ?achem of liic place 
came out ♦. :■ ih-r English, and one cor.ipany of old men, 
"Women arji ciiildren after another, to the number of about 
two hum: red. 

The sac I. «i in i-f the place declared for himself and his 
Indians, that thoy had never shed the blord of the Eng- 
lish, nor done thern any harm. But the Pequot warriors 
had too ar^-at a spiri*. to accept of tho otTer of iife,declar- 
in^r, that thf:} would fight it out. They shot their arrows 
at Stanton, and pressed so hard upon him, that the soldiers 
"/TfiTfi rAAiiff-A to fly to his rescue. The fight was then re- 
j>f:v/f:d,th'! Holdiers firing upon them whenever an oppor- 
tunity \)Tfi'-v,nU'.d. But by reason of an unhappy division 
hTTiftUif the; officers, a great part of the enemy escaped. 
Sonic MffiTo. for forcing the swamp immediately, but this 
V/&J opposed, as too dangerous. Others were for cutting 
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iidovn,as they had taken many hatcheU, with wUch 
ihey were of the opinion it might be effected. Some oth- 
ers were for making a pallisado and hedge around it, but 
neither or these measures could be adopted. As night 
fame on, the English cut through a narrow part of it, by 
Mhich Ihe circumference waa greatly lessened ; so that 
ibe soldiers, at twelve feel distance from each other, were 
Sible completely to compass the 'enemy. In this manner 
tbey enclosed and waiched^'fhem'unlil it was nearly morn- 
nig. A thick fog arose ju^t berore day, and it became 
exceedingly dark. At this junclure,the Indians took the 
opporlunicy to break through the English. They made 
their firat attempt upon captain Patrick's quarters, yelling 
in their hideous manner, and pressing on with violence, 
but they were several times driven back. As the noise 
■d tumult or war increased, captain Mason sent a party 
P^sist captain Patrick. Captain Trask also marched 
^reinforce him. As the battle greatly increased, the 
B broke up. Captain Mason marched lo give amis- 
;e in the action. Advancing to the turn of the swamp, 
I fouod that the enemy were pressing out upon him ; 
|the gave them so warm a reception, that tbey were 
Bn glad to retire. While he was expecting that they 
f weald make another attempt upon him, they faced about, 
ind falling violently on captain Patrick, broke through 
his quarters and fled. These were their bravest warriors, 
tuty or seventy of whom made their escape. About 
twenty were killed, and one hundred and eighty were 
Ulceji prisoners. The English also look hatchets, warap- 
tim,kelUe3, trays and other Indian utensils. 

The Pequot women and children, who had been capli- 
"led, were divided among the troops. Some were cai- 
'it'd to Connecticut, and others to the Massachusetts, 
'J'he people of Massachusetts sent a number of the wo- 
men and boys (o the West-Indies, and sold them for 
iiivBE. It was supposed that about seven hundred Pe- 
quois were destroyed. The women who were captivated, 
rrporied, that thirteen sachems had been slain, and that 
ihirleen yet survived. Among the latter vere Sassacua 
and MonoDOtto, the two chief sachems. These vtiib 
about twenty of their best men fled to iho Mohawk*. 
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They carried off wamptim to the amounl of 500 poandri 
The Mohawks surprised and slew them all, except Hq 
nonotio. Thej wounded him, but he made* his escap( 
The seal]! of Saasacua waa sent to Connecticut in the fal 
and Mr. Ludlow anil several other gentlemen, going iut 
Massachusetts, in September, carried a lock 0f it to Ba 
ton as a rare sight, and a sure demonstration ofthe deal 
of their mortal encm;. 

Among the Pequot captives were the wife and childTC^ 
of Mononollo. She was particularly noticed, by the En 
gliah, for her gre&t modesty, humanity and good senae,- 
She made it as her only request, that she might not ] 
injured, either as to her oflspring or personal honour. I 
a requital of her kindness to the captivated maida, her li 
and the lives of her children were not only spared, b 
they were particularly recommended to the care of g4 
Gmor Winthrop. He gave charge for their protectia 
and kind treatment. 

After the swamp light, the Pequota hecame so wea] 
and scattered, that the Narragansets and Mohegans cori 
Btantly killed ihera, and brought in their heads to Win* 
sor and Hartford. Those who survived were so huale 
and harrassed, (hat a. number of their chief men repairs 
to the English, at Hartford, for relief. They offered, 
might be spared, that they would become iIm 
' the English, and be disposed of at their pleas 
This was granted, and the court interposed for tbei 
jrolcctioD. 

- Uncas and Miantonimoh, with the Pequots, by the i 
rection of the magistrates of Connecticut, met at Hui 
ford; and it was demanded by them, how many of tin 
Tequots were yet living ? they answered, about two hUD 
dred, besides women and children, The magistraleB the 
entered into a firm covenant with them, to the tbllowii) 
effect ; that there should he perpetual peace between In 
antonimoh and Uncas, and their respective Indians; BI 
that all past injuries should be remitted, and for ever b 
lied; that if any injuries should be done, in future, by oil 
parly to the tther, that they should not immediately ri 
venge it, Ijui appeal to the English to do them justice. ' 
was stipulated, that tliey should submit to their c' 
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uiliuu, Bud that if either patty should bo obstiLale, that 
ilieo they might enforce submission lo iheic decisions Ii 
ns Turiher agreed, that neither ihe Moheagaoa. not Nit- 
iiginseta should conceal, nor entertain any of Ibeir ene- 
iniea ; but %livgr up or destroy all such Indians as had 
mardercti «* Ea^sh man or woman, the English then 
pve the Pei^oot Indians to the NarraganEeis and Mobea- 
•itis; eighty to Miantonimoh, twenty to Ninnigrel. and 
ibe other hundred to Uncaa ; lo be received and treated 
IS their men. It was also covenanted, that the Pequols 
■bould never more inhabit their native country, nor li(- 
lalled Pequots, but Narraganeets and Moheagans. It 
ivaealao further stipulated, that neither the Narrapanset? 
nor Moheagans should posaeas any part of the Pe<]uol 
tfwiity without the consent of the English. The Pc- 
\ms were to pay a tribute, at Connecticut, annually, of a 
isihom of warn pump eag for every Sannop, ofhalf afatboui 
ibr every young man, and of a hand for every male papoose. 
')ii (hese conditions the magislrBtes, in behalf of the colo- 
I'V, ^ipulated a firm peace with all the Indians. 

The conquest of the Pequots atrucli all the Indians ii> 
New-England with terror, and they were possessed witti 
jQch fear of the displeasure and arms of the English, ih'.i: 
ihe; had no open war with them for nearly forty years. 

This happy event gave great joy to the colonies. A 
djy of public thanksgiving was appointed ,- and, in all thi.- 
churches of New-England, devout and animated praises 
were addressed lo Him, who giveth his people the victor,' 
ind causetli them to dwsll salfcly. 

The war with the Pequots led to the discovery ofQuin 
Dipiaclt (now New Haven.) Mr. Eaton, Mr. Hopkins. 
Mr, Davenport, and several others commenced a Kettle^ 
jDeut; and on the 18th of April, ]6:]8, they kept tbc first 
ubbath in that place. They assembled under a large 
>jKeadJag oak ; and Mr Davenport preached to them 
ItMD Matthew 6: 1. 

wOa the &rsi of June, about three or four o'clock in tht- 
■Mga, was a. great earthquake throughout New Ei/g 
^H^iie shock was so great, that a number of chim 

L " 
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neys were tlirown down; ihe earth by turns was un<]ui 
for fifteen days. 

In addition to the lown of New Haven, several ol' 
towns were soon commenced, which were included in I 
colony. In 1639, commenced the towns of Gmlford, l 
Milford. Stamford was settled in 164J ; som after beg 
the town of Branford. Some settlements on Lbng lulu 
were included in tlie colony of New Haven, 

The colony of New Hampshire, which now holdi 
dislingutshed rank among the New-England Slil 
thoagh its settlement began at a very early period, i 
not become a separate colony (ill many years after li 
settlement commence i. Captain Smith, of Virginia, \ 
sailed along the shore of New England in 1614, and p 
lished a chart of the coaat, with some account of the coj 
try, dicovered the river Piscataqua. He found the n 
10 be large, the liarbor capacious and safe, and gave t' 
vourable representation of the place as a site for a f 
plantation. 

Gorges and Mason, two members of the council 
Plymouth, in England, havingobtained from tlie cnand 
grant of that tract of country, attempted the establishnt 
of a colony and fishery at the river Piscataqua In< 
spring of the year 1623, they sent over a few persons 
this purpose, who sat down on the south side of the iT 
near its mouth, and there fixed a temporary residence 
This was the beginning of the excellent and flourieM 
town of Portsmouth. The same year, two of the compi 
erected a 6sh-house at the place of the present towB 
Dover. These settlemenls, for several years, were eiil 
and scarcely permanent. In 1639, some of the aetti 
about tlie MasBachusetts Bay, wishing to unite wild 
setlleinent at Piscataqun, they assembled the chiefii 
several Indian tribes at Squamscot fails, now Exeter, I 
for a valuable consideration, made a purchase of an 
tensive tract of land, In the instrument of conveyttj 
■ he natives express a "desire to have the English a( 
and settle among them, as among theii countrymm 
Massachusetts." After this purchase, the plantation 
a moderate increase, but no new settlements were ffl 
r/il the year 1638, which was the beginning of tli« || 
or Exeter and Hampton. 
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e (jet)f>le at Dover euly erected n coDVCDieni moM' 
me, whicb was aftetw&rds iinprovcd as a fortiJicMioo 
■liuch wraa sooo or)!aaiced, of a cltatacier similkr tii 
tjiircbee in tlte neigliboring colonies; and Mr. Will- 
I Lev«ftch, & worihy and atile puriun divine, omc 
^rn England in 1633, and became their roioister. The 
■:i.i9roenL at PortsmoDth, in their infant atats, erected a 
SIC for di«ine worship, and enjoyed, BDCcessirely, tfai; 
:Ltuirs of several faithful loinisterB. The ministry of one 
.1 ihese, Mr. Jnm«» Parker, waa attended with much «ik< 
11. Bat the town had ud settled minister till a mimbiii 
i years sfier its settlement. 

The people who made the aettlcmem of Euier, in 
''-'i^, were mostly from Boston. Hating been refpiUrlv 
.1 '^niased from the church in thai town, they immt^dutely 
Dilited ia a church relation, on the princiolva of their 
tnotber cbarch. As they jndged their aetileraeai to be 
■itbout the Jurisdiction of Masaachiiseiis, they Ibnned 
liivmaelfes into a body politic, choae rutera and asaisUnts, 
who were aworn to the proper execution of their n 
lire offices, and a correspondent oath of abedi«nM WM I 
tiken by the people. In thin political compact, wt Iibvo I 
ta iuBtance of civil ^rernrocnt in its aimpleat, pefkips, ■ 
iaita purest form. The magistratee. who wore few. iretr 
Tested with legiaialite, judicial, and ettK^niite anthwilj' 
The seulemeuts at Porismoath and Dotcr, fur several J 
jears, were gorerned, prmcipatly, by agrinls setil tuer by 
ilw inot^fietofB in England. Having experienced muiy ' 
iiKornpnii-nces from thia modeofgoverumeot, they.sepa- 
rttijiv, forming a civil compact, after Ibc example •fibril i 
! ii:hl<o<ir» at Exeter, enacted and enforced their oiu 
ns. 'rhe combination at Dover was eimilar u> tho one 
: Cxrter ; at Portsmouth they had a chief magiairale, j 
'.:iiib]1]' elected, stvled a governor. 
Theee settlements for many years, lived peaceably it 
lu aativea, and, froTn their great advaaia;je# lot bbery, 
''^erieoced less of the evils of famine than tbc neighboi- 
ir cokinLes. Placed in distinct civil comirmuiliM, ihcy I 
' '-u found ibemeelves exposed la a variety of difficoJlies, 1 
:..) iKcuiiatiy defenceless in the event of trouble (rmr 
Their cornoritions were neceeEarjIv weak. 
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exposed to the iotrusion of vagrants and outlai 
would not submit to the Eieady government which *| 
maintained in tho colonies or Me asa elm setts and Plj 
outh. Had these political combinations been left to , 
. management of their original framers and their poste) 
I they might have exhibited an example of the finest rep 
lies on historic record. But the constant influx of fl 
grants, and of demagogues mvited by their weakni 
rendered this expectalioa hopeless. These consideratu 
induced the settlement lo desire a union with the coIq 
of MdBsachu setts. The subject having been for some ti 
in agitation, in the year 1641, the settlements on i 
near the I'tscataqua, submitted to the jurisdiction of 11^ 
sacbusetts, on condition of enjoying equal privileges 1 
the people of that colony, and having a court of jufll 
maintained among themselves. They were cordiuJIj^ 
cepted by thalgovernmeni, and thus, by a solemn comp* 
became a part of the colony of Massachusetls. From t 
lime, the settlements advanced in a more rapid pragn 
and in greater security; and their civil and ecclestnst' 
history becomes one with the colony of which they i 
constituted a respectable poriion. This union contini 
till the year 1670, when, by the authority of the Kinj 
Great Britain, ^'e'■v- Hampshire was separated from i 
government of Massachusetts, and become a royal p 
iDce. 

One of the most prominent characters in the earlj* I 
lory of New-England, was Roger Williams. He ww' 
man of considerable ability and learning, active and d 
gent in his pursuits, humane and benevolent in his eta 
acter, ever fond of novelty and change. Previous to 
coming to America, Mr. Wiiliams was a minister in ] 
Church of England. He came to New-England in : 
year 1831, and resided two years at Plymouth. Hetti' 
exercised his ministerial functions, occapionally, to gi 
acceptance. During his residence at Plymouth, his ci 
duct was inoffensive, and his character naturally mild, 
that he ever after retained the esteem of the people of 1 
ibiony. In 10.13, he removed to Salem, and, on the i' 
jf their excellent minister, Mr. Skelton, the churt 
hat town invited Mr. "Williams to become their put 
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' :[ig his connexion with the church al Salem, Mr. 
.i^ima inculcated many opioions which were disappio- 
1 Iju ibe go»ernmenl and churches of the colony, whi&li 
iiwaa thouglit would prejudice their interests in the view 
tfthe mother country, and destroy that system of ciri! and 
Kclesiastical polity on which the colony exieted. After 
nnuti faithful and friendly dealing, Mr. Williams being 
UBwilling' to renounce or conceal the sentimeots which 
he entertained, in 1636, he was directed by the govern- 
Dent to depait Irom tlie jurisdiction of Massachusetts. — 
He removed with a few followers, and sat down within the 
Plymouth jurisdiction, in the present town of Rehoboth. — 
The year following, at the desire of Governor WiuBlow, 
lest the goTernment of Massachusetts should take um- 
' '"Ileal bis remaining within the Plymouth jurisdiction. 
i-rosBcd the Pawlucket River, and, with about twebiy 
li'fs, laid the foundation of the present opulent and 
iLinahing town of Providence. These dissensionB were 
i:oa<lucted in such a manner, that no personal alienation 
appears to have taken place between Mr Williams and 
Onrernor Winlhrop, and a constant interchnnge of good 
offices existed between the Providence Plantation and the 
Maasachusetts and Plymouth Colonies. In the war with 
iht Peqiiods in 1637, there waa a cordial co-operation o' 
ill the plantations against the common enemy. PtobaHy 
no individual of the age made greater and mure successful 
exettiont to maintain the peace of the colonies with the 
natives; and living in the vicinity of seveial powerful 
tribes, he was vigilant in discovering their designs, and 
pre the other coioniea timely notice of their hostile 
inach illation 9. 

Mr. Williams, for some years, established no particular 
cljDrch order, inviting persons of all religious sentimonls 
10 unite with Wa rising plantation. Aft' r a few years, he 
and several of nia people renounced the baptism of (heir 
infancy, were re-bap|jzcd, and united in a church, which 
waa, I believe the first Baptist church in New England. — 
'^ii account of diiferences of sentiment which, subsequcnt- 
nrerailed in the church, in the year l(i5G, it waa divided 
■ became two churches.— Mr. Williams purchased the 
i^inisof hii plantation of the Ijidiao proprieloia. a^i w^ 
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man enjofed their oonfidence in a higher degree. 1 
was the father nf the colony, and, for some time, het 
pears to ha.ve possessed and exercised the priacipnl pc 
era of government which existed. In some of the fi 
yearsol the Providence Plantation the people euflered n 
Mnsibly from scarcity. The product of their forests ■ 
Fivers saved them from perishing by famine. The nt 
of the fathers of New England experienced the ei 
of war and famine, in a degree of which their posterity) 
■enable to form any adequate conception. 

At the time of the banishnient of Mrs. Hutchinson fn 
Massachu setts, several people who had favoured her a 
gious opinions, and of course, differed in principle fn 
the prevailing sentiments of the churches, chose (o lemt 
from the colony. One of these was Mr. William C( 
dington ; a gentleman of education and affluence, w 
had been for several years an asiiistant, and one of I 
most worthy magistrates of the Massachusetts govemme 
In the year IfiSS, Mr. Coddington with a few olfaera. 
moved to Narraganset Bay, and commenced the s ' 
af Rhode Island. These planters immediately, 
aeivil compact, to which Mr. Coddington and GeveuU 
others subscribed their names. This infant plantall 
furnishes an instance of something of the simplicity i 
DstDral existence of a patriarchal government. 
Coddington, a man of great virture and natural di_ 
f.haracter, possessing the confidence of all, wa^crot 
their magistrate, to whom was delegated the necei 
powers of civil goverumenl. By the friendly nssiainix 
Mr. Williams, he purchased the island of the Indians, 
in consequence of its plonsnntness and fertility, is a 
years, il became a flourisbiog settlement. In the 
1644, a Baptist church was formed in Newport, i 
was afterwards divided into (wo. A congregational ebi 
was formed in Newport in 1720 ; and a second on 
1728. These two churches aiierwards enjoyed the 
TStty of the most eminent American divines of the 
century, President Stiles and Dr. Hopkins. 

These settlements being destitute of any r.hi 
government from the mother country, in 1643, Mr. 
I'Mma went to England, and by the BMiatauce o" *"" 
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D gwveniof of Maanetiosciu, oUuimiI a Tib- 

r of iiMunnntioii of ProTid«fic« «nJ HfaMk 

kpimntatXMW. Tbe Conn oT gorernnienl proitdod lij 

torsuon was esaenttdljr similar to ih>t eataUuk- 

i adjaflent oolooies. Mr. Wiiliantd Ixed co ■ 

I was cbosea K*€ral limes goienior of the 

■ early &s Ihe year 1607. some of the Patentees of ibt- 

colonj of Virginia began a setilement at the 

inoatb of ibc river Sa^ailihock, now Kecinebe«k. 'I'bey 

latd tbc i>1an of an exiensive and oputetil slate. Btil in 

conBeqntnr'C of the deaih of the principal patroDi, and iIm' 

wvarioes endured by the planiers, the selilenicnl brokr 

njt rii* (bllowing y«ar, nod those who were linng retained 

.^ rr,^Un.j '('he first permanent sctilemeDis made wrth- 

' "^1 of Maine, commenced about the jear 1630 

"vns ar<: Kitiery and York. Id the year 1935, 

i.Jo Gorges obtained from the council of Ply m- 

3nt3 3 gr:i>it oi" the tract of land lying between ihe river* 

iliock &nd Piscataqua. It is supposed that he JD- 

il cifil gorernmeDl in the ptovince. Courts wcrr 

facU ae «ar)« a^ 16^. who appear to have exercised legis- 

lurra utd judicial pnwera. In IU3!>. Gorges obtstned 

tma tbe CrriwH a charter, conrejring ihe amplest powers 

fiMliotmn. lie ap|>omted a governor and counctl whtt 

■RMered justice to the people ui their general atlia- 

' r a number of years. After the death of iLe 

, these poivcra of government were generally 

\ to have expired. The different settlements 

e icind of voluntary compacts, and elected their 

', But the people, soon perceiving the taeoa- 

'""ie Slate of things, in the year 1652, anne<l 

mment of Massachusetts, and became an 

1 of that Colonj. 

TiTtbe'fii^t «Ulemenls, churches tvere early esiabltsbed. 

1 enjayed the labors of some of the worlhieat ministcri 

:-ii lime Im general, their early civil and religiouti 

" ere very similar to those of MasHcbuHtta. 

. New-England has suffered so much from the 

i.>e natives, as the Diauici of Uaine. Many 

!ribeMofsanges iv ere settled cm l\ie m«« V*^^ 
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which the country abounds, and rrom the Gmall progre 
made by the settlements for a long period, they were iini 
lile to Bubdne their power, or prerent their pred&tory it 
cursioDB. From the proximity of that district to Canftd 
in &I1 the wars between England and France for a cenliit 
after its first settlement, they were exposed (o the hosti 
incuriiiona of the savages, HiimulHted by a moat artful a 
unfeeling enemy. Many of their towns have been pillag 
and burnt, and many of the pon'ile made captives a 
slain. So late as the war of ITJ.i, many of the towns sn 
fered severely from savage hostility. 

The slate of Vermont, the youngest of the New-Enj 
Tatid States, has advanced in population and wealth moi 
rapidily, than either of the others, and holds a respectah 
tank in their number. The tract of country composit 
that state, lying between the states of New-Ilar 
New- York, to which both laid an imperfect c!a 
ed long unoccupied. In the year 1724, in the time of 
severe Indian war, the government of Massnchuadt 
erected Fort Dummer, within the present town ofBratt 
borough, and commenced a small settlement near the fa 
'I'his was then supposed la be within the limits of Mas 
cliuaelts; but, on running the province lines in 1741, 
fell within the state of Vermont- In the year 1731, tl 
French from ('anada creeled the well-built fort at Cro« 
Point, OD the west aide of Lake Champlaiu, and, soon a 
began a settlement on the eastern side of the lake, o[i 
site to the fort. 

From the time in which the provincial line betwei 
Maasachuseiis and New-Hampshire was ascertained, t 
afler the peace of 1763, tvhen h became a subject ofcoj 
troversy, the territory of Vermont was considered . 
belonging to New-Hampshire. The town of Bcnningtn 
as it is one of the best, is considerd the oldest town in tl 
state. This township was granted to certain propriety 
in the year 1749, by the Governor* of New-Hampshj 
and called after his name. Soon afler this grant, t 
setllemeot of that town commenced. In four or live oft 
following years, a few other towns were granted by t 
government of New-Hampshire, on the western side 
Conneclicat River. The war of 1755, put a stoptt 
■ 'Bsaning W\a 
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tenuis 811(1 selilomenti. In the progress of (he war, tbc 
leirilory of Vermont became ihe scene of military opera- 
lioDi. These evenls produced a genera) acquaioiance 
wiib many parts or ihe country, and towards the conclu- 
uoa of the war, extensive gra.nt9 of lownsbips were mode 
lij tbe New-Hampshire goTernment, and uumeroua op^ii- 
)itgswere made in the wilderness. From 17C4 to the 
iXiiiimencemenI of the American war, the new lettlerE 
t'ere harassed with conflicting claims lo (heir terriloty, 
insimained by the prorioces of New-Hampshire aod New- 
Vortt. Notwithstanding these embarrassments ihe infant 
KlUements graduall)' increased by emigrations from tbe 
Mteral New-Engiand provinces Auhe commencemBni 
if the war of 1775, the people of Vermont warmly espous' 
ail the American cause, and during its continuance per- 
ibrmed many imporiani services As Ihe authority of the 
royal gOTerniiients hecame disavowed, the people finding 
ihemselvefi wholly destitute of any bonds of civil gureru- 
meat, public sentiment naturally adverted to tbe aeceasity 
of some political regulations for the general aaletj. — 
There having been several conventions of commitleea of 
towns, to deliberate on measures to be pursued, in Janu- 
ary, 1777, a convention of delegates from the respective 
towns, held at Westminster, resolved that the territory 
BOW included in that stale, should " be considered as a ^ 
free and independent jurisdiction of state : to be for erer '■ 
hereafter called, known, and distinguished, hy the name 
of New Connecticut, alias Verraoni." From ihia period, 
Vermont hecame an independent state; and in 1791, was ' 
admitted « member of the American union. 

The settlers of Vermont were mostly emigrants from 
Connecticut, and for several years after the peHceofl783, 
ilisir number increased with an unprecedented rapidity. — 
Their civil and religious institutions were geiiFrallj' cop- 
ied from those existing in Connecticut, A congregalion- 
tlchurch was early established at Bennington, and eon- 
tinaed many years under the ministry of the pious and 
notthy Mr. Dewey. In most of the towns, churches were 
-i-hlished at an early period of their settlement, who have 
'led tho labours of many able and faithful niinistets of 
--. .:.l. The churches and ministeis in Veimont hate 
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been remarkable for aniforniity in religio 
practice; cunfbrmabte lothe Coltmiatic syelein, and b 
doctrines of (he gospel so ably vindicated by several N* 
England diviuea of the laat century The late Dr. i 
SwilY, who haa been styled the Apostle of Vermoni, i 
more distinguished for abilities and piety than lor indeft 
gable labours, was an eminent instrument of organiai 
and establishing the churches and religious institutions' 
the state, and was an unshaken pillet of divine tmtb, 
the midst of hia labours in the service of his Maater ni 
bis fellowmen, was suddenly removed tn his eternal n 
The churches and people of ihe slate have been favour 
with many gracious manifestations of the special influx 
ces of the Holy Spirit, in reviewing the interests of vi 
religion, and bringing many souls into the holy lungdi 
of the Redeemer. 

Probably no instance can be found in the history ofm 
where all public mstiintions of a civil, moral and religia 
chara&ter, are held so entirely under the constant cont 
of public sentiment, as in the state of Vermont. Il iaei 
nesljy hoped that through the merciful favour of Hean 
that people may be long worthy of tbepoaseasion of the a 

^ny privileges which they now enjoy. 
Remarks upon thi Religion of Ihe Colony. 
It ia a very singular fact, that, while the English g( 
«Tnment, and all the ecclesiastical authority, were m 
ibeir most vigilant exeriiona to suppress evangelical relig 
and put an etTectual stop to the progress of puritanism, ■ 
while the New England colonies were formed for the i 
press purpose of the promotion of these objects, they v 
suRered to proceed with very little molestation. ' 
company that formed the settlement of Plymouth, ha' 
long experienced the severities of ecclesiastical lyra 
were fearful of forming a settlement in any of the don 
ions of the British king, without a promise thai they she 
not be obstructed in the free exercise of their religior 
Treiiuent and earnest solicitations were made to the rd 
oourt for such a permiBsion. But as such a conceal 
ii-oH/t/n(jfcoiij;jort with the maxima of a bijiolod prj 
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and a persecuting prelate, it was never obuineil. Tlie ad 
i^nturera, therefore, commiiled their case to the protection 
ofGod, and thej were uot disappointed. The succeeding 
wmipanies, though many important civil privileges were 
secured to them by patent, could obtain no more than in- 
direct intimations thai they mi^ht enjoy liberty ofeooscience 
ID the services of religion. They hoped, indeed, that The 
Gad whom the; served, would remember their wants, and 
[bat the distance of three thousand miles would mitigate 
ihe rage of persecution. The religious order which they 
eeiabtishod was directly opposed to the sentiments of the 
government, and was such as ihey had long labored to 
suppress. But through the interference of various 
causes, in which the handof Uod was peculiailj viGible. 
they were Jefi undisturbed, till their churches had become 
firmly established. Archbishop Laud resolved at length, 
10 interfere, and subject the colonies to the same eccleBi- 
'•stical order as the mother country. But bis death soon 
'>u( an end to his design. The long period of ib« civil 
^r^, and the commonwealth which then succeeded, ena- 
1 <1 the ecclesiastical institutions ofthe colonies to acquire 
- x^h a consistence as could not easily be dissolved. 'I hat 
lEmarkable interval in the English monarchy, of which 
I ibeie has been no equal in ten centuries, was the occa 
uon ofthe establishment of the gospel order in the New 
[ England cburcheii. How unsearchable and holy 
ippointmenlsofGod ! 

In 16-56, Quakers made their first appearance in the 
Maasachasetis colony ; hut the Legislature passed laws for 
their banishment ; that any Quaker returning trom banish 

inent to renew his practices against the colony should bi 
pot lo death. Under this law four persons were executed 
I Any master of any vessel thatshonid bting any of this 
I ieci into the jurisdiction of Hassacbu setts should be eubjeci 
"•afineof one hundred pounds 
The Roman Catholics first come to America in 1632. 
The first Baptist Church in America, was formed ai 
'''evidence, in 1639. 
Manners and Custims.— The laws of the colonies, in 
iJ'lft, prohibited the custom of drinking healths. In 165! 
■ifllegiil&turepaaiQd Jaws prohibiting all peTsona ■«\Ki4ft 
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estate did not exceed ttvo hundred poundi, (torn Vital 

T gold or silver lace or any bone lace that cost &b 
two ahillings per yard. The selectmen was authorize! 
lake notice of the raahiona, the apparel of the people, el 
cially in weariijgof ribaads and great hoots. 

Id 1647, it was ordered, that no person under the 
' «rtwent; years, should use any tobacco, unless he shfl 
bring a certificate from a Physician, that it was usefulf 
him. 

Agriculture was first attended to by cleariog the fort 
by cutting down the trees, and digging up the stun 
before tillage. The first neat cattle were brought i 
New England by Mr. Winslow, in 1634 In 1633, 
cattle in Virginia had increased to about 1000 head 
■■ They also raised a targe quaiitity of wheat and rye; so 
peaa, beans, flax and hemp. 

Commerce. — The colony imported all their merchaud 
from England : and esported thither peltry, tobacco, b< 
' pork, grain, and fish The import&tione from Engh 
much exceeded the exports thither. The skins of de 
elk, buffalo, and the furs of otters, hare, fos, muskral, I 
leaver, were purchased of Indians, for rum, blankets,! 
ind exported to England 

Arts ond Manufacturer. — In 1620, 100 persons CS 
from tingland, to carry on the Manufacturs of silk, f 
ash, lar, pitch, class, and salt; but did not succeed . , 
cordage, sail cloth, and mats, came from England. Bri 
and framed houses were soon built in large towns. 1 
first mill was a wind mill, built near Watertown "S 
first vessel was built in Massachusetts ; which was cal 
the Blessing of the Bay. In H>33, ashipoftiO tons 1 
built alMedford.- In 1641, one was built at Salem, 
900 tons, and another of 160 tons, at Boston. 

Printing was first introduced in 1639 The 6r5t tU 
printed was a Freeman's Oath; the next an Almanac; I 
third a collection of Psalms. 

Education. — Scarcely had the people opened the { 
ist, and constructed habitations, before they directed d| 
attention towards the education oftheir children. Scb^ 
were free to all classes of people ,- the poor had t 

e advantage in educating vheii cUtdreniaiheric^ 
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PMtfZfltftoAofBlaflsachiuettSi&iiiiieeticut, Rhode lal- 
iiid,)few Hampshire, Maine, and Tanbont was estinated 
It about 75,000. 
Bat.it .18 inmoariUe to aaoertain very e3(aai7 the pcqim- 
tioii of tibe American colonies at the dose of this peri- 



od. The estimates made bj writers are vapie, and often 
eontradietorr. It is wprth v of particiilar notice, that so 
aadil apopqiation, scattered oier sach an extent of coun- 
txy, shmild have been able to conquer so many Indians, 
and Uiereby save themselves ftom savage destruction. 
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PART SECOND. 



CHAPTER IV, 



l)is(omi/ and Progress af the Middle and Saulhern Statti- 
NEW YORK. 



Tile reader's first attention in tliis second pai 
■Jirccled to llio settlement of New York. 

Captain Henry Hudson, commiEsioned by the King 
1609, Bailed in the employment of several London 
'Chants, to North America, He came upon the coast 
.ibout forty degrees of north latitude, and made a 
i;overy of Long Island and Hudson river. He proce< 
^ed up the river, as far OS the latitude of forty-three, i 
^Iled it by his own name. 
About two years after, he made a second voyage to 
ie service ofa number ofDutuh nicrchanlB ; 
me time afler, sold his right to them. The right to 
Muntry however belonged (o king James, by virtue ofi 
" »very which Hudson had made under his commiaur 
e English protested against the sale. But the Datcl 
VI4, built a fort nearly on tiie same ground where A' 
V now stands, which' they called fori Auranea, 
f Sir Thomas Dale, governor of Virginia, directly ■ 

patched captain Argall to dispossess the Dutoli, 
fcej" Bubmiiied to the King if England, and undcsr 
tremor 6fVir"\nh. 
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But receiving a reinforcement the next year, they again 
asserted the right of Holland to the country, and erected 
fort Amsterdam on the south of the Island. The Engiisli 
for many years did not interfere* 

In 1621, an extensive territory on both sides of the Hud- 
son was granted to the Dutch West India company, and 
called New Netherlands. The boundaries were consider- 
ed by the company as including Connecticut river on the 
North, and Delaware river on the South. In 16 J3, thcv 
erected a fort on the Delaware, which they called Nas- 
sau ; and in 1633, they erected another on Connecticut, 
which they called Good Hope. Near the former thc 
Swedes had a settlement ; and a quarrel arose between tht: 
settlers which continued for many years which terminated 
ID the subjugation of the Swedes. 

NEW JERSEY. 

The first settlement of New Jersey was made Ly the 
Danes, about the year 1624. Soon afterwards, several 
Dutch families seated themselves in the vicinity of New- 
York. In 1626, a company was formed in Sweden, un- 
der the patronage of Kinii Gustavus Adolphus, for the pur- 
pose of planting a col my in America. 

The next year a number of Swedes and Finns came o 
^er, and made a settlement on the west bank of the Delu 
ware river. 

Id 1640, the English began a plantation on the casleii: 
bank. The Swedes in concert with the Dutch who pes 
^ssed New- York drove tlrem out the country. 

DELAWARE. 

This state was settled by a company of Swedes and 
^'inns, under the patronage of King Gustavus Adolphus. 

In 1627, they landed at Cape Henlopen, and were s( 
charmed with its appearance, that they gave it the name 
of Paradise Point. The country they called New Sweden 
and the river Delaware New Swedeland stream. They 
pnrchased of the Indians the lands on both sides of that 
"iver, from the sea to the f^Us; and seated thems^\<:^ ^* 
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the mouth of Clirislian creek, near Wilmington. BeiJ 

frequently molested by the Dutch, who claimed a right^ 

the country, they for their protection, built forts at Cbt 

tian, LcwistoD, and Tinicum. The last waa their Beit 

governraeni, and John Printz, their Governor, erecteJ 

I v4 



which he named ', 



I MARYLAND. 

This state was settled by one Calvert, who sailed 
America near the cloae of 1633, accompanied by li 
two hundred emigrants, chiefly Roman Catholics. 

They arrived in February, 1634, at the mouth of; 
river Potomac. At a conference with the Indians, 1 
dwelt on the shore, they purchased Yoamaco, a conside 
ble village ; the site which St. Mary's now occupies. 

This colony as well as alt others, in the early period 
iheir existence, was afflicted with troubles ; they # 
principally caused by one William Clayborne. Wni) 
member of the Virginia council, he had obtained a lied 
from the King to traffic in those parts of America wl 
no other person enjoyed the exclusive right of trade, 
der this license he had made a small settlement on 
Island of Rent, and when the grant waa made to L 
Baltimore, refused to submit to hia authority. He pen 
ded the natives that the new comers were Spaniards, i 
euemiee to the Virginians. An Indian war waa the c 
sequence, which continued for several years, with g: 
distress. Clayborne was indicted and convicted of n 
der, piracy and sedition, and fleeing from justice his 
late was conhscaleil. He applied to the King for redrf 
hut did not succeed. When the civil war betweenihek 
and Parliament began, he embraced the cause of the 
ter ; returned to Maryland, and by his intrigues fomev 
■n 1645 a rebellion against its rulers, who were i 
lo the royat cause. Calvert the Governor was compa 
to fly to Virginia, and the insurgents seized the rein 
government. The next year, however, the revolt \n» 
pressed and lran<iui]iiy restored. 
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H^ 1630. Chsrt«! I. gnatei w Sr >aten BaAi 
^^nlor]- between the 9(U aad MA dcfrao cf •■ 
Je, utd «xtrnding fraw tbe Athiic ac— <b tta 
I b^ the name of Cuoluu. Coder d» p«M ae 
u was made. Id 1610, nae pema fcd frov f 
nil withoDt ItceoM 6nn nf wi,*, aeayHrf Oat »• 
, of North Caroliaa oarlta «r AAs^nicMai^ Is MR. 
.1 hei setiletneBt w» nsde mv (be noMb «f OwomIk 
;r b)' adreaturers fnm MtmacbaweOM Tke faarf h*- 
: iierile, utd tbc tntfiu* hiMdk, Aef rh Atadi*- 

i'l June a patcat wh gniued bf ite £■£. oam^iif 
.Kveotir oneutmeei ike terrinry ao« cia«Mai(ttr 
'Ltie of Oeorgu, wfaach wis ta be mp pi rtk a aj p—i awrfy 
uaaog the people, and domtjaca were latAe & Ifee p«r> 
;>7Hor coaTejtDg tfaes Untber and ftr their Mffonife 
- 1 wMon. 

In Nmember ooe bundred aod dnrtj 
T Kt'd fdf Oeor^ : in Jvuizrj ibej amred H 
The Ctrobnans gare the ■dreptarew » " 
ltig ; tliej tspplied them wilb frvh u am and 
ihen to tbe place of ibeir desiaatkia ; is4 «• A* M 
rebraary, tbey erected tbe fim boon, wbcre 8m«im^ 



-lefbre the session of tbe gei>er^ menU; oT CotHMVti^ 

' m October, 166i, ibe charter wu brooghl o*er. Vf- 
lie day of the election, wu poUidf read totfae btmrntn 

.: ileclared to belong (o tbem and to tbeir wcc ta aor a . — 

':f theo prijceeiled to mske cbotoeoTMr. Wy(lj», Mr. 

JciO, &Dd Mr. Allen, to reeeifelbeeluner istooatBdy. 

I keep it in bchalfof the coJoaf. 

Li I66U, a lai of three huadred poubds was letied ypOB 
ixtloo}'. A dayoffastui^ and prajer ttfus ^ipeiiiled: 
colon)' wae tnucb id debt ; many were diaMti^ied witb 

'^ goremor, and re&ued to paj any ibioj Ibr his Mppwt. 

npnagw rffd rte ofiMuv 6«;gTa to dtsUtia (benlM ^ 
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those who refused to pay, than it produced the most alari 
Ing consEquencea, The gcutlcmen Troni Connecticut i 
monstcaled against collecting taxes from those who h 
been taken under the protectioD of that oilony, an<l ilea 
ed New Haven to suspend the affair Ibr furtlier conai<V 
ation. 

Colonel Nichols arrived at Boslon with a licet and troa 
under his command, Jnly 23, 1664. He imniedia 
communicated his commission to the colonics, and requi 
ted the troops to assist him against the Dutch. Beth 
sailed for New Netherlands and on the 2llih of Augi 
made a demand upon the town and forts upon the Island 
Manhadoes. Governor Winthrop, with several genilem 
IVom Conneclicul, joined him, according to his wishes, 
Stuyvensant, the Dutch gocernor, was an old soldier, « 
had he been prepared, doubtless would have made a bii 
defence. He was extremely opposed lo a surrender ofl 
fort and town, but the opposition party outnumbered hj 
and he was obliged to submit on the 'J7th of August. 

After the reduction of the Dutch, colonel Nichols &l 
his residence at New York, 'o manage the sS'airE nf C 
ernment. About iri64, a settlement commenced on ' 
east side of Connecticut river. In 1G<>7 Lyme was mi 
a distinct town. In this and the next year several i 
settlements were made and new towns incorporaled. 
the 30lh of May 1662, a purchase was made of the In 
ans, and Eaat Haddam settled by twenty-eight perso 
the session ot May 1670, it was enacted that Ma 
should be called Simsbury. Ai the same term New H 
ten village was incorporaled, and made a town b| t 
name of Wallingford. In 1643, war liad been declared 
England against the Dutch. The colony was put Jiita. 
state of defence, and it was ordered that a troop of boa 
should be raised in each county. On the 30lh of July, 
small Dutch fleet arrived at New York. One John Mw 
ning, who commanded the fott and Island Ireacheroita 
delivered them to the enemy, without tiring a gun oi I 
tempting the least resistance. , 

Scarcely had the colonies recovered from their cala 
lies, before new and more terrible alarm and destruct 
) fite^Bled ibemseUes to aU the iwlonvea of New Engia 
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'i itie Jitfil of Jtilf . I6T4, ibe Dnlceof York coiomiss 

: .' Edmund Andross lo be governor of New Vork, tai 

< New EugUad. Sir Ednniad was a ivnoi o*^«r the 

(lie, but New England refused u> submit to this manss 

.iit ruler. It was soon discovered that Sir EdaiuDd Aa- 

<~i was about to make a iwstile laiasioa on iLe culonj, 

I to demand its ^ arrender. Deucbmeota Trom the mtl- 

i> were sent to New London and Sajfbrouk. Caplxin' 

iiiimas Bull of Hartford, comiuanded the p»Iy at Saf* 

nb. About the Oth of Julj 1673, the peotiJe of ibat 

iwn were surprised by the appearaaeeof Major Androsf, 

.•■h an aimed force in the sound, making diiectij iw llie 

:t. The fort was soon manned, nnd militia called out 

: its defence; at this moment, Captain Bull srrtreil, 

iiich gare them fresb countge. Oo tbc I lib, Major An- 

I'm hoiated the King*s flag on board, and demanded k 

<r reader of the fortress and town; Captain Bull raided 

Is niiijesty'fi colours and prepated for defence. The Ma- 

ir did not like to fire on the King*s colors, and tltonglil 

tt wonid be a bloodv alFair to rednce the town by fotcc.— 

Evly in the raoraing of tlie 12th, Sir Edmund desired ti 

headiD'tted on sliore. 

Ca|itau] Bull met the Major at bis lamltng, and rpqnes- 
ted a treaty. The major rejected the proposal, and coii> 
■nnileil in his majesty's name that the Dukes patent and 
I Hi eamniission should be read. Captain Bull, in bis tni^ 
l}'« name, commanded him to forbear reading. When 
icierk attempted to proceed. Captain Bull again repeat* 
IS command with .such energy, that it convinced the 
, rr it was not safe to proceed. The Captain then ac" 
ijiiaioted liirn that he had an address from the assembly^ 
lid read his protest. 

Governor Andross pleased with his bold and soldier like 

■'-Tnnce, said " What is your name I" He replied " Mjr 

r.iiil, Sir." ■' Bull," said the Governor,—" It is 

IP horns are not lipped with silver." Finding he 

I i.iiL^e no impression upon the people he soon ssiled 

■-■1 .N.;w Voik, 

In Uje year 1 075, began the famous Indian war; whicf 
' li termed King Philip's war. 
Thatowtog oac n-aa Philip, a^^ham^f t^-U 
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within ihe boundarf of Plymouth, Rhode Islanil. U 
brother being suspected of platting against the whites, « 
seized by a detachment of soldiers. Philip ever aoir~ 
to revenge the treatment of his brother. He succee 
in forming a confederacy able to send into action betwa 
three and lour thousand warriors. 

The immediate cause of the war was the execution i 
three Indians by the English, whom Philip had exohed i 
murder one Sausaman, an Indian missionary. Suaani" 
being friendly to the English, had informed them I 
Philip, with several tribes, were platting their destruciid 

The execution of these Indiana roused the anger 
Philip, who immediately armed his men, and commen 
hostilities. Their first attack was made June 34th, a 
the people of Swanzey, in Plymouth colony, as they w 
returning home from public worship, on a day of hnroiti 
lion and prayer, under the apprehension of the appioao 
ing war. Eight or nine persons were killed. 

The country was immediately alarmed, and the ti 
of the colony flew to the defence of Swanzey. 0[ 
28th, the company of horse and company of foot, with 
hundred and ten volunteers from Boston, joired the Pljl 
outh forces at Swanzey. The next morning an i 
was made upon some of Philip's men, who were pursw 
and lice or six of them killed. This resolute conduct 
the English made a deep impression on the eneniy,< 
Philip with his forces left Mount Hope the same nighl 
marking his route, however, with the burning of botta' 
and the scalping of the defenceless inhabitants. 

It being known that the Narragansets favoured the can 
of Philip, he having sent his women and children to the 
far protection, the Massachusetts forces under CapH 
Hutchinson, proceeded forthwith into their country, to i 
I new a treaty with them or to give them battle. Porta 
rfltely, a treaty was concluded, and the troops returned. 
\ On the 17lh of July, news arrived that Philip, with k 
fararriors, was in a swamp at Pocasset, now Tiverton," 
Wbe Massachusetts and Plymouth forces immediate 
parched to that place, and the next day resolutely chtrg 
^e enemy in their recesses. As the tr(»ps entered I 
t, the Indians coniiBned U> icWie, The Eiigliili 
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Jm pursued, till the approach of nifrhl, when the com- 
under ordered a retreat. Many or the English were 
:illed, and the enemy seemed to take courage. 

h being impossible lo encounter the tndiuns with a 
nntage in the swamps, it was determined lo starve them 
on ; but Pbilip, apprehending their design, contrivod to 
escape with hie forces. 

He now fled to the Nipmucks, a tribe in Worcestt 
county, Massachusetts, whom he induced to assist him.- 
Tbia tribe had already commenced hostilities against the 
English ; but, in the hope of reclaiming them, the Gover- 
nor and council sent Captains Wheeler and Hutchinson 
) treat with them. But the Indians, having intimation of 
ifir coming, lurked in ambush for them, fired upon them 
-•i tliey approached, killed eight men, and mortally woun- 
ded eight more, of whom Capiain Hutcliinson was one. 

The retnaioder of the English lied to Quaboag, Brool<- 
ie!d. The Indians howeeer, closely pursued them into 
;he town, and burnt every house excepting one, in which 
ttie inhabitants had taken refuge. This house at length 
ihej surrounded. " For two days they continued to pour 
latorm of musket balls upon it, and although countless 
tnbers pierced ihriiugh the walls, but one person was 
Tbd. With long poles, they next thrust against it brands, 
I rag« dipped in brimstone ; they shot arrows of fire ; 
y loaded a cart with flax and tow, and with long poles 
JniBd together, they poshed it against the house, Des- 
pttton seemed inevitable. The house was kindling, and 
savages stood ready to destroy the first that shouM , 
a the door to escape. At this awful moment, a torrent 
Itnln descended, and suddenly eitinguished the kind- 
r bg flamea." 

I August 4th, Major Willard came to Ihcir relief, raised 
I Die siege, and destroyed a considerable number of the — 
I nHsnts. 

I During the month of September, Hadley, Deerfield. and 

I XmbSeld, on Connecticut river, were attacked ; leveral of 

l4e inhabiiantB were killed.and many buildings consumed, 

B the I8th, Capiain Lathrop, with several teams and 

bty fouug men. the flower of the county of EsseJt, wera 

1 \a JOeerficId to tramport a quantity of gr vi^ w ^'■'^ 
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ley. On their return, stopping lo gather grapes at Mudil 
Brook, ihey were suddenly ollacked by near eiglil hundre 
Indians, Resistance was in vain, and sevenij of ihei 
joung men fell before the merciless enemy, and were bu' 
ied in one grave. Captain Mosely who wns at Deer£eli 
hearing the report of the guns, hastened to the spni, ar 
wilh a few men, attacked the Indians, killed ninety-a 
and wounded forty, loosing himself but two men. 

Early in October, the Spriiiglield Indians, who bad bil 
erto been friendly to the English, concerted a plan, wi 
the hostile triUes, lo burn that town. Having, under ca\ 
of ui^ht, received two or three hundred of Philip's m 
into their fort, with the assistance oflhese, they set fitO 
the town. The plot, however, was discovered bo seawl 
bly, ihat troops arrived from Westtield, in lime to save t 
''"wn, escepiing ihiriy-lwo housps already consumed. . 
Soon after hostilities were commenced by Philip, t 
larrenieeiis began iheir depredations in New Ilainp^i 
nd the Province of Maine. They robbed (he baalB a 
ptundered the houses of the English. In September tl 
fell on Sfco, Scarborough, and Kittery, killed betwe 
twrnly and thirty cif the inhabitnnts, and consigned th' 
houses, barns, and mills to the flames. 

(fluted with these successes, they next advanced tttwiCf 
Pl^calaqua, committing the same outrages at Oyater rili 
Salmon Falls, Dover and Exeter Before winter, aixQr; 
the English, in that quarter, ncre killed, and nearly 
many building)! consumed. 

The Indians in those parts, however, had real grou 
of complaint. Some seamen, hearing it reported thai 1 
dian children could swim by instinct, overset the canoe 
Squsndo, sachem of the Saco Indians, in which were' 
squavi and infant chili). This act Squando could i 
overlook, especially as some time af\er the child died, ai 
as the sachem believed, on account of some injury thai 
then received. Besides this, several Indians had be 
enticed on board a vessel, carried off, and sold into slave 
To redress these wrongs, the Indians commenced host 
.ties. 

Notwithstanding the Narraganscta had pledged th( 
j/ws ly (heirireaiy, noi to engage in the war against; 
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Sogtisb, it was discovered ibal they were taking part wilh 
be enemy. It was deemed Qccessary, therefore, for lbs 
ftfe:y of the coloDies, early to check that powerful tribe. 

Accordingly, governor WjdsIow ofPlymoiKh, with abouf 
lae thousand eight hundred troops from Hassachusctlsand 
Connecticut, and one hundred and sixty friendly Indians, 
uitnmeDced their march from Pettyquamacot, on the ISlh 
>f December, 1675, through a deep snow, towards the en- 
emy, who were in a swamp about hlYeen miles distant 

The arniy arrived at Ilie sivaimi at one in the afternoon 
Some Indians at the edge of the swamp were fired upon, 
but Red. The whole army now entered and pursued the 
Indians to their fortress. 

This stood on a rising ground, in the middle of the 
jwamp. It was a work of great strength and labour, being 
composed of palisades, and surrounded by a hedge about 
iixteea f«et in thickness. 

Oue entrance only led to the fort, through the surroun- 

iliDg thicket. Upon this the English protideniially fell; 

uid without waiting to form, rushed impetuously towirds 

the fori. The English captains entered first. The resis- 

iince of the Indians was gallant and warlike. Captains 

Jotinson and Davenport, wilh many of iheir men, fell at 

I'l.c entrance. At length tlic English gave back, and werf 

ibliged to retreat out of the foit. 

At this crisis, the army being on the point of a fatal rc- 

■ iQ, some Connecticut men, on the opposite side of the 

''. discovered a place destitute of palisades; they in- 

:i!iy sprang into the fort, fell upon the rear of the Indi' 

li. and, aided by the rest of the army, alter a desperate 

Nilict, achieved a complete victory. Six hundred wig- 

i"s was now set on lire. The scene was awful. Deep 

jiiimes of smoke rolled up to heaven, mingling with the 

y{ shrieks of mothers and Jnfanls, while the aged and 

S were consuming in the flames. 

' at this distant period, we cannot recall this scene 

It pain, and can justify this severity of our anccs- 

f.Only by admitting its necessity for self-preservation. 

'fhe Indians in the fort were estimated at four thousand 

' these seven hundred warriors were killed, and three 

^limited died of ibeir wounds ; three hundred iHei:e wVi^ 
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prisoneis, and u roan; women ftDdchildren. The 
except such as were coDsumed, fied. 

The victory of the English, complete as it waa, wai 
chased with blood. Six brave captains fell ; eighty <x 
troops were killed or moTiHlly wounded ; and one hun 
and fifty were wounded, who recovered. 

From ihia defeat, the Indians never recovered, 
were not yet. however, effectually eubdued. During 
winter they still continued to murder and burn, 
towns of Lancaster, Medfield, Weymouth, Groton, Spi 
field, Northampton, Sudbury, and Marlborough, in Mt 
chusetts, and Warwick and Providence in Rhode-Ial 
were assaulted, and some of ihem partly, and others ' 
ly destroyed. In March, Captain Pierce, with fifty 
lish, and twenty friendly Indians, were attacked, and i 
Englishman, and most of the Indians were alaia. 
April, Captain Wadsworth, marching with fifty men I 
relief of Sudbury, was surrounded, and alt either killei 
the spot, or reserved for long and distressing tortures. 
The success of the Indians, during the winter had t 
great ; but on the return of spring the tide turned agi 
them. The Narraganset country was scoured, and fl 
of the natives were killed, among whom was CanoM 
iheir chief eachem. 

On the 13th of August, 1676, the finishing stroke 
given to the war in the United colonies, by the deal 
Philip. Adcr his flight from Mount Hope, he had 
tempted to rouse the Mohawks againal the Engli ' 
effect his purpose, he killed at several limes, som 
tribe, and laid it to the English. But his iniquily< 
discovered, and he was obliged hastily to flee. He rel 
ed at length to Mount Hope. 

Tidings of his return were brought to Captain Chfl 

I man who had been of eminent service in this war, 

I who was better able than any other person to pn 

1 against the wiles of the enemy. Captain Church ima 

I ately proceeded (o the place of Philip's concealment, I 

I Mount Hope, accompanied by a small body of mes. 

I his arrival, which was in the night, he placed his n 

~.inbush round the swamp, charging them not to mo 

^fl^glU, tbu ifaey might distrnguah Philiy, abould 
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^nipl to escape. Such was bia confidence of success, that 
takiag Major SandTord by the hand, he lald, " It ia acwi 
ly possible that Pnilip ahoitld escape." At that instant, % 
bullet whiailed over their heads, aad a volley followed. 

fhe firiog proceeded front Philip, aad his meo, who 
were m view. Perceiving his peril, the savage chief, del- 
peralely snatched his powder horn and gun, and ran tierce- 
)y towards the spot where in Engli^limaQ and Indian laj 
concealed. — The English soldier levelled his gun, but it 
missed fire ; the Indian fired, and shot Philip through tb* 
heart. 

Captain Church ordered him to be beheaded, and quu- 
teied. The Indian who executed this order, pronounced 
the warrior's epitaph, "You have been one very great 
man. You have made many a man afraid of you. But 
» big as you be, 1 will now chop y^u to pieces," 

Thus fell a savage hero and patriot — of whose traD»> 
,':.-aidanl abilities out history furnifhea melancholy evi- 
,^«ltce. The advantage of civilized education, and a wider 

(tfe of action, might have made the name ol Philip of 
St Hope, as memorable aa that of Alexander or Cos- 
Rer the death of Philip, the war continued in 1 
ince of Maine, till the spring of 1678. But westward, 
llie Indians having lost their chiefs, wigwams, and proviB> 
, ions, and perceiving further contest vain, came in singly, 
by lens, and hundreds, and submitted to the English. 

Thus closed a melancholy period in the annals of New 
England history; during which, six hundred mea, the < 
flower of her strength, had fallen; twelve or thirteen towns 
had been destroyed, and six hundred dwelling honsea con- 
cumed. Every eleventh family was houseless, and every ' 
eleventh soldier had sunk to his grave. So costly wa« 
tlie inheritance which our fathers have transmitted to us. 
Never was peace more welcome ; for never had war 
i"?en more distressing. The whole population was mourn- 
iij for their relatives slain. The colonies had contracted 
. ktge debt, which their resource; having been so mticb 
'■-■-'-bed, they found an almost unsuppottable burden; 
J ibrebore to apply to their mother country for a»- 
I, which excited jealousy. '■ You act," said a pri- 
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ry connaellor : " as though you were indejiendeilt 
«lthoagh poor, you are proud. 

In 1680, it appears thai there were twenty-six towns 
New England : that ihe militia, including horse and 
consisted of (wo thousand live hundred and seven a 
that the annual exports were about nine thousand pouni 
There were in the colony about twenty small merchai 
trading to Boston, New-York, Newfoundland and 
id the shipping 



West-Indies 
three pinks, eight sloops, 
a about twenty^ 



isted of four shq 
mail vessels, amoui 
mt)er, the tonnage of whi 
vraa only one thousand and fifty. The number of iah^ 
taots was nearly twelve thousand. 

In 1682, East Jersey passed from Carteret to Willis 
Peno, and iwenty-three associates, mostly of the Quak< 
persuasion. 

In April, Penn published a Frame of government, 
chief object was declared to be, to support power and rei 
erence among the people. This year, William Penn lai 
out Philadelphia, for his capital, which grew rapidly. 
1683, Penn held the second assembly in his new capitl 
and presided in the council. The lasting prospering 
Pennsylvania, the foundation of which must be traced { 
his wisdom and benevolence, is an eloquent elogium upd 
his character. 

In 1684, king James 
ment over the colony, 

&nd in 1686 he appointed Sir Edmund Andro 
ernor of New England. Sir Edmund had been goi'ent 
of New- York, and it was known that his conduct the 
had been arbitrary and tyrannical. In October, Sir E 
mund, with a guard of about sixty regular troops, went) 
Hartford. 

The assembly met, as usual, in October, and the goi 
ernment continued according lo charter, until the last 

e month. About this time, Sir Edmund, with his M 
sixty regular troops, came to Hartfbl 
mbly were silting, demanded Ihe chart 

i declared the government under it to be dissoire 

e assembly were extremely reluctant and slow w 
( (0 any resolve to surrender the charter, or with 1 



3stablished a temporary goi 
appointing Joseph Dndlef 
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nect to any motion to bring it forth. The tradition is, 
that governor Treat strongly represented the great ex- 
pense and hardships of the colonists, in planting tho 
country ; the blood and treasure which they had expended 
iD defending it, both against the savages and foreigners; 
to what hardships and dangers he himself had been ex« 
posed for that purpose ; and that it was like giving up his 
life, now to surrender the patent and privileges, so dearly 
bought, and so long enjoyed. The important affair was 
debated and kept in suspense, until the evening, when the 
charter was brought and laid upon the table, wh«^re the 
assembly was sitting. By this timo, great numbers of 
people were assembled, and men sutiiciently bold to enter- 
prise whatever might be necessary or expedient. The 
lights were instantly extingui:*htd. and one Captain Wads- 
worth, of Hartford, in the most silent and secret manner, 
carried off the charter, and seorcted it in a largo hollow 
tree, fronting the house of the lion. Samuel Wyllys. then 
one of the macristrates of the colony. The ]>eople appear- 
ed all peaceable and orderly. The candles were offici- 
ously re-Jighted ; but the patent was gone, and no (Hm^ov- 
ery could be made of it, or of the person who had covrycd 
it away. Sir Edmund assumed the irovor'inuMit. ar'.il tho 
records of the colony wore closed in tiio foilnwin-^ wor.:.-. 
" At a general court at Hrirtford, OcIoImt :Jl>t, \{'}^7, 
bis excellency. Sir Kdmund Aiid;'t>s?. knight, tiini i-aptai".- 
general and governor of his mivjesty's territories ami do- 
minions in New-Eiifrland, bv order from iiis hk-.m-.^iv, 
Janie.^ the second, king of KnglanJ. Scotland, Fr:iiui\ uvA 
Ireland, the 31st of October, 1()>7. took into his lii'.ii.is 
the government of Llie colony of Connecticut, it l)»in :, '»y 
hi; majesty, annexed to MaHsachusotts, and otiicr c<;!<?iic» 
under his excellency's govornnjont. 

Sir Edmund appointed officers civil and n''lii:i;v, 
through the colony, according to his pleasurj\ lb* 'vnl •* 
C'uncil, at first, consisting of abont forty jk isoj:-. .hk" .i!" 
terwards, of nearly fifty. Four of this nunilMr, g()\( ri • r 
Treat, John Fitz Winthrop, Wait Winthrop, luid .!'.»'.*j 
Allen, Esquires, were of Connecticut. 

Sir Edmund began his government with the oir.t lla*- 
tcring professions of his regard to the puLlio tiuti ty aud 
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Sappiness. He instructed the judges to administer jaslici 
uiir as might be consistent with the new regulat' 
cording to the former laws and customs. It ie, howeveT; 
well observed, by governor Hutchinson, thai "JNeroi 
•ealed his tyrannical disposition more years, than Sir 
mund and his creatures did monihs." He soon laid k 
restraint upon the liberty of the press; and (her 
more grcvious upon marriage. This Ae prohibited, un^ 
less bonds nere previously given, with sureties, to tb 
governor. These were to be forfeited, in case it sboali 
afterwards appear, that there was any lawful impedimeii 
to the marriage. Magistrates only were allowed to joii 
people in the bands of wedlock. The governor not onl 
deprived the clergy of the perquisite from marriages, bs 
lOon suspended the laws for their support, and woald m 
•ufier any person to be obliged to pay any thing to h 
minister. Nay, he menaced the people, that, if ihey r 
aisted his will, their meeting-houses should be taken fioB 
them, and that any person who should give two pence to I 
non -conformist mmisler, should be punished. 

The fees of all officers, under this new administration 
were exorbitant. The common fee for Ihe probate of" 
will was fifty shillings. The widow and fatherl. ' 
distant soever, were obliged to appear at Boston, 1 
fcotall business relative to the settlement of estates 
was a grevious oppression of the poor people; especisU) 
of the fatherless and widow. 

Sir Bdmnod, without an assembly, nay without a 
ity of his eouucil, taxed the people at pleasure. ] 
Randolph, with four or five others of his creatures, w6 
were Bufficienily wicked/to join with him, in all hii 
live designs, managed the affairs of government, as t 
pleased. But these were but the beginnings of oppresi 
and sorrow. They were soon greatly increased and ■ 
extensively spread. 

In l68B,Sir Edmund was made governor of New Y( 

■ well as of New England, and the same kind of gov< 

lent was exercised in that department. As the chw 

KWere nuw either vacated, surrendered, or the governmei 

Ttmder them suspended, it was declared, that the titles 

' B colonists lo their lands were of no value. Sir Edmot 
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iccl&red, that Indian deeds were no better than «* the 

scratch of a bear's paw." Not the fairest purchases and 

Eost ample conveyances from the natives, no dangers, 

disbursements nor labors, in cuiti? alinj;^ a wilderr:e.'-s, and 

turning it into orchards, gardens, and pleasant fiolds, no 

grants by charter, nor by legislatures constituted by them, 

no declarations of preceding kings, nor of hi.« then preseiit 

majesty, promising them the quiet enjoyment of their 

houses and lands, nor fifty or sixty years undisturbed 

possession, were pleas of any validity or consideration 

with Sir Edmund and his minions. The purchasers arid 

cnltivators, after fifty and sixty years improvemcni, were 

obliged to take out patents for their estates. For ihfrse, 

in some instances, a fee of fifty pounds was denianded 

Writs of intrusion were issued against persons of princi;-»al 

character, who would not submit to such im{>oriurjri<-, unji 

their lands were patented to others. Governor liutch- 

ioson observes, with respect to Massachusett;?, that "rnc-n'ii 

litles were not all questioned at once. Had this befrfi \\ifi 

case, according to the computation then wnfin, aiJ tho 

personal estate in the colony would not have paid ihc 

charge of the new patents." 

The irovernor, and a small number of hi- cr'jri'.! . ;».■ •.; •'; 
most arbitrary mannr-r, fined and irniiriscii'-^J r.i-r'-.v r: '.• 
the inhabitants of Massachuselt?, arid d' uif <\ i;.^ r,'j ':.., 
je.'iefit of the act of habeas cor;jus. All lovvri !.•l^ ».■•.* ;.::*. 
i^ere proiiibit3d excerpt one in iiiO month of M^i;.. •' ' '■!•'- 
^.:ction of town officers, to [recent i:.o y-.'j],.*: '.t^jV.i '.',:.- 
>iliin^ m^^asures for the redress ofiK^r.r i:fi':v::.'.c«.--. N'. 
persoii indeed was sulTerod to -j' out of \\.' coufiTV. •^;f.'.- 
O'Jt )f.ave from the sov^rn'-r, .«-=t 'jjUi'.iWu.x-i '-ro-.o v, 
c^rrJPij to EngUnd against h:'- a'irfiirii-tr?i'..'.rj. .\\ \:.t: 
'"ime time, lie so weil kne'.v ir.e \f,'u:/:f '^:r. \.*: . -. of r. \ 
'oval master, that he feared i.ti.e from ;...':.•. *.*u> \' -j;:.. 
^''Frii»Iair;ls sliould be corned o'.'.-r a^'^;.::-:: ••'.'. 11' '.'.'r 
:.i' and iii? der'^mdants fjy)r(tv^f-A i;.e :y';o;/;t. c'; ; *,• : . .:.':• 
'■.'.v:r.<elvcs without restraiiit. 

Tiie mo-t hurnijle p'^titions were yh%:.'.<:\ lo '..' ';.:.■-■:■ 
:•'. from corporations of various descr.:."i.-.:.t ■.•"■.e'.'.; ■ „■ 
r.irn ir.'-.i ihe governor's counc:; mi^r.t cor.-.-*, of ','.'.•. '. * 
rn=n of considerable property in lanes ; ir.ai lo '-'-'. .'- /' 
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be passed to bind the people, but by a majoiity of the 
eouDcil ; and that he would quiet his good subjec 
the enjoyment of all property in housea and lands.* 
in the reign of James the Second, petitions so rcasonablai 
and just could not be heard. The prince, at home, ani£ 
his olficers abroad, like greedy harpies, preyed upon th^ 
people witiiout control. Randolph was not ashamed to 
make his boast, in his letters, with respect to governor 
Andross and his council, " that they were as arbitrary ai 
the great Turk," AII|New-Eogland groaned under their 
oppression. The hearieBt share of it, however, fell upon 
the inliabiiants of Massachusetts and New Plymouth. 
Connecticut had been less obnoxious to government, than 
Massachusetts, and as it was further removed from ibe 
scat of government, was less under the notice and iotlu- 
ence of those oppressors. 

Governor Treat was a father to the people, and felt for 
them, in their distressed circumstances. The other gen- 
tlemen, who were of the council, and had the principal 
management of affairs, in Connecticut, wero men of priiH 
ciple, lovers of justice and of their fellow subjects. Thef 
took sdrantage of Sir Edmund's £rst instructicmB, and aa^ 
far as they possibly could, consistently with the new reg- 
ulations, governed the colony according to the forraa 
laws and customs. The people were patient and peaoeJ 
able, though in great fear and despondency. Theyw«e 
no strangers to what was tran^^acted in the netghbotiring 
colonics, and expected soon fully to share with them, ii 
al! their miseries. It was generally believed thai A* 
dross was a papist ; that he had employed the Indianattf 
r3,vage the frontiers, and had supplied them with ammual 
lion -, and that he was making preparations to deliver Ibi 
country into the hands of the French. All the molivei 
to great actions, to industry, economy, enterprise, wealtb 






■ Edmund, with all hia vigilance, conld not prerent ths o* 
ver of complaints a^inst him. Mr. JncraaBuMatiiBr.grt ' 
I ship and Hailed to England, for thia very purposa, and <)■ 
tha complaioLs, which he carried over, into hia snijetty 
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ltd populalioo, were in a manner annihilated. A gen- 
eral inactivity and I anguish men I pervaded the whola pub- 
lic body. Liberty, property, and every thing, which 
ougbt to be dear lo raen, every day grew more and moro 
insecure. The colonica were in a stale of general des- 
pondency, with respect lo the resloralion of ihcir privi- 
leges, and the truth of thai divine maxim, " when ibo 
wicked lieareth rule the people mourn," was in a striking 
manner every where exemplified. 

In 1690, war was dt/ckred between France and Eng- 
land. Count Fronlinac was appointed Governor in Can- 
ada, In January he despatched several parties against 
tfae English settlements. One of Ihem was sent against 
Albany, but resolved to attack Schenectady. The inhab- 
ilantsof this village got informalioa of their danger, but 
Ihey judged it impossible for the enemy to march several 
hundred miles in the depth of winter, and disregarded the 
lalelligence. No regular watch was kept, nor military 
order observed. The French and Indians arrived near 
the town on the 8th of February. On Saturday night, at 
eleien o'clock they entered the gales which they found 
open; universal silence reigned. In a few momsnts all 
the houses were in jlames. Women were butchered, and 
children ibrown alive into the flumes ; sixty persons per* 
ishedin the flames ; Iwenty-tive persons made prisoners ; 
ffhile the rest of the inhabitants iled naked. A furioua 
rnorm came on, Albany Ihcir only refuge was at a dis- 
iBDce. A part arrived in safely, twenly-Hvo lost Iheir 
liinbi by the sevority of the cold. No tongue can ex- 
prei:9 the cruelties which were committed. The second 
piriy directed their course to New-Hampshire, burned the 
villige at Salmon Falls, killed twenty-six of the bravest men 
»nd took fifty prisoners. The third party deslroyedCasco 
in Maine, and kilted and captured ninety-five people. 

To avenge these bnrbaritics, and others perpetrated in 
New-England, a combined expedition against Canada was 
proposed. An army was raised in New-York and Connccti- 
cui,whieh proceeded asfar as the head of Lake Cbainplain, 
but not finding boats to cross the lake were obliged li "" 
lutn. Sir William Phipps, with a fleet of about 30 
sell, sailed from Boston into the St. Lawrence, and land , 
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ing a body of troops, made an attack by land and water 
upon Quebec : but was unsuccessful. 

Thia year, icOI, colonel Henry Sloughler succeeded 
colonel Leisler, Governor of New York. Leisler, wben 
informed of ihia appointment, ought to have relinquiahed 
the authority he had exercised. Although twice requir-' 
ed, he refused to surrender the fort. Sloughter caused 
Leisler and Milhorne to be arrested and execuled for 
high treason. 

In July, 1691, Peter Schuyler, at the head of three 
Lundred Mohawks, made a sudden and bold attack upon 
the French seiilements at the north end of Lake Cham- 
plain. An army of eight hundred men was despatched 
from Montreal to oppose him. With them he had seve- 
ral singular but successful conSicts, in which lie killed 
B. greater number of the enemy than his whole parly. 

In 1692, colonel Fletcher succeeded governor Slongh- 
ter.and was authorised by his commission to lake command 
of the militia of Connecticut. This power having been 
given by the charter to the Governor of the colony of New 
England, he determined not to relinquish it, and wassup- 
potted by the people. 

On the 26th of October, colonel Fletcher came to Hart- 
ford, while the assembly were sitting, and in his majesty'i 
name, demanded their submission of the militia to bis 
command, as they would answer it to his majesty; and 
that ihoy would give him a speedy answer in one word. 
Yes or No. He subscribed himself his majesty's lieuten- 
ant, and commander in chief of the militia, and of all the 
forces by sea or land, and of all the forts and places of 
ntranglh in the colony of Connecticut. He ordered the 
'riilitia of Hartford under arms, that he might beat up for 
"'■liinteors- It was judged expedient to call the trainbands, 
'!> lUrtford together; but the assembly insisted, that th« 
command of the militia was expressly vested, by charter, 

"-« governor and company ; and thai they could, by 
leana, consistently with their just rights and the com- , 

B safety, resign it into any other hands. They insin- 

^d, that his demands were an invasion of their easen- 
;>rivile^eB, and subversive of their constitution. 
'^D this, colonel Bayard, by his excellency's command. 
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s«nt a. letter inlo the aasemblf, declaring, that his excet- 
lenc; had no design upon Ihe civil rights of the coloDj ; 
but would leave Ihem, in all reapcci-. <s he fouDd ihem. In 
the name of his excellency, he 1- 1 iJered a commiasion Ur 
governor Treat, empowerinf; hi i\ la command ihe militwi' 
of the colony, lie declared, that his excellency insisted/' 
that thej should acknowl<<d;^e it an essential right, itiher*' 
eat in his majesty, to command tlie mditia ; and that bs 
was determined not to set his foot out of the colony unlit 
he had seen his majesty's commission obeyed : I'h&t ha 
VOold issue his proclamation, showing the means he had 
taken to give ease and satisfaction lo his majeMy'a sub- 
jects of Connecticut, and that he would distinguish Ibo 
disloyal from the rest. 
The assembly, nevertheless, would not give up the corn- 
he miliiia; nor would gov. rnor Treat receive ft 
in from colonel Fletcher. 
The trainbands of Uariford assembled, and as the tra- 

i, while captain Wadsworlh, the sem r offic 

m walking in front of the companies, and exercising (he 

■oldiers, colonel Fletcher ordered his commission and in- 

•tTDCtioDS to be read. Captain Wadsworth instantly com- 

I nuided. "Beat the drums;" and there was such a roar- 

U of them that nothing else could be heard, Colonet 

tletcher commanded silence. But no sooner had Payard 

'tie an attempt to read again, than Wadsworth com- 

"' "Drum, drum, i say." The drommcrs under* 

.r business, and insiatitly beat up with all the art 

I* life of which they were masters. " Silence, silence," 

J» the Colo net. No sooner was there a pause, than 

Wttdsworth speaks with great earnestness, "Drum, drum, 

^Wy;" and turning lo his excellency, said, "Iflarain- 

'sirupted again I will make the sun shine through you in 

' fwinent." He spoke with auch energy in his voice and 

"■Mning in his countenance, that no further attempts i 

•Oeinade to read or enlist men. Such numbers of peo- ' 

I W collected to^bther, and their spirits appeared so high, 

ftltlhe Governor and his suitejndged it expedient soon i 
I tolewe the town and return to New York, . 

No pen can describe the cruelties which were praotis-l 
1*J during the French and Indian war. Women soon ex- 
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{lectin^ to become mothers were lipped up, and tlieir u» 
borD offspriog, dashed against a. sione or itee. lufantq 
when troulilcsome, were despatched in the same manner, 
Some of the captives were roasted alive ; others receife^ 
deep wounds in the flesh, aDd stilus on lire thrust int' 
them, aod were thus tormented to death. 

1694. Upon the solicit&iions or governor Flelcber am 
Sir William Phipps, agents, with a number of troops, wer 
tent to attend a treaty with the Five Nations. The u 
pense of it was about four hundred pounds. 

December lOih, 1697, closed the horrid scene, bjri 
treaty of peace between Great Britain and France. 

The winter of IGSG was unusually severe. Never hai 
the country sustained such losses in commerce, ntw bail 
provisions ever been so scarce, or borne a higher price. 

The surprise of Dover, in New Hampshire, wasaltes^ 

ed by circumstances of the most shocking barbarity.-' 

Thit the natives had been cruelly injured by major Wa! 

dron, the principal citizen, may account for il, if not e: 

tcnuate their ferocity, in obtaining revenge. Having d 

termined upnn llieir plan of attack, tbey employed ma 

than their usual art to lull tbe suspicions of the ialidb 

_la itl3. So civil and rest>ectful was their behaviour, Il 

^^ey often . obtained permission to sleep iu ' 

^SCB in the town. 

rOn ibe fatal evening they assembled in the neigfaboui 

yod, and sent their women to apply for lodgingg at tl 

iaaeo devoted to deslruetioa ; lliey were not only a" 

i, but were shown how they cotild open the 

lionid they hate occasion to go out in the ni^bL 

H was quiet, the doors were opened, and a signal gira 

The Indians rushed into Mr. Waldron's house, and 1h 

tened to his apartment. A wakened by the noise, bs ni 

ed hia sword, and drove them back ; but when returai 

for hie other arm?, be was stunned with a halcbet, tt 

felt. They then dragged him into the hall, seated M 

ia an elbow chair, upon a large table, aod insuliinglj V 

•d bim, "who shall judge Indian;) now?" each one, W 

~*~'iS knife, cut gashes across his breast, aajing, " I en 

KmjBccoiiiit" When weakened with the Ion i 
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, be was about to fall ffom the table, his own BWMd 
wu h^Id under bim, whicb put an end to hii miser;. 

At other houses, aimiinr ads of cruelty were perpetra- 
ted. In ihe whole town twenty-three persona were kill- 
ed, tnenly-nine carried prisoners to Canada and sold to 
the French. 

The dciails of individual sufTe rings that occurred daring 
this war, were thej faitbrully recorded, would excite the 
sympathies of the most unfeeling boEom. One instance 
only will serve to confirm the remark. 

In an attack, by a body of Indians, upon Haverhill, 
New-Hampshire, in the winter of J697, the concluding 
year of the war, a party of the assailants, burning witti 
savage animosity, approached the house of a Mr. Uustan. 
Upon the 6r9t alarm, he flew from a neighbouring field 
to bis family, with the hope of hurrying them to a place 
of safety Seven of bis children he directed to Rce. while 
be himself went to assist his wife, who was confined In 
her bed with an infant a week old ; but before she could 
leave the bed (he savages arrived. 

In despair of renderingher assistance, Mr. Dustan flew 
lathe door, mounted his horse and determined in big own 
mind to snatch up the child which he loved best. He 
followed in pursuit of his little flock, but on coming up 
with them, he found it impossible to make a selection. 
He determined, therefore, to ineet hia fate with them ; 
to defend and save them from the knife of the pursuing 
wiages, or die by their side. 

A body of the Indians soon came up with Ihern, and 
From short distances, commenced a lire upon him and his 
Vitile company. For more than a mile he continued to 
wtrest, placing himself between the Rreoflhe In<!ianB and 
hii children, and retorned theit shots with great spirit 
>Bd succesa. At length he saw ihem all safely lodged 
fiODi their bloody pursuers, in a distant bouse. 

Itia not easy to find a nobler instance of fortitude and 
wutage, inspired by affection, than is exhibited in thia 
licfoic act. Let us ever cultivate the influence of those 
ties of kindred, which are capable of giving so generous 
uid elevated a direction to our actions. 
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I Mr. Dustan quitted hia house, ei party of ladia; 
'edit. Mrs. Duatan was in bed, but they ordered h^ 
to rise instantly, and before she could fini 
obliged her and the nurse, who had in rain attempted U 
escape with the infant, to quit the house, which they plui 
dered and burnt. 

In these distressing circumstances, Mrs. Dustan begl 
her march, with other captives, in the wilderness. 
ajr was keen, and their path led through snow and 
mud, and their savage conductors delighted rather in 
afflictioa, than in ulleviating their distress. 

The compiiny had proceeded but a short distanot 
when an Indian, thinking the infant an incumbrance 
took it from the arms of the nurse, and violently Ii 
ated its life. Such of the other captives as became wm 
and incapable of proceeding, the Indians killed witbthei 
tomahawks. Feeble as Mrs. Dustan was, both she aq 
her nurse sustained with wonderful energy, the faiigiH 
and misery attending a journey of one hundred i 
miles. 

On their arriving at the place of (heir destination, th^ 
found Ihe wigwam of the savage who claimed them, to b^^ 
inhabited by twelve Indians. In the ensuing April, ttifl 
family set out, with their captives, for an Indian settle 
ment, still more remote. The captives were inform 
that on their arrival at the settlement, they must suhnji 
to be stripped, scourged, and run the gauntlet betweel 
two files of Indians. This information carried distressljj 
the minds of the captive women, and led them promptla 
to devise some means of escape. 

Early in the morning of the 3 Ist of April, Mrs. Dua 
awaking faer nurse and another fellow-prisuDcr, ihej i 
spatcbed ten of the twelve Indians, while they weid 
asleep; the other two escaped. The women "' " 
commenced their difficult and d an treroua journey thr 
the wilderness, and at length a-rivedsafe at Haw 
Subsequently they visited Boston, and received rroo 
general court a handsome consideration for their e 
ordinary snflerings and heroic conduct. 

In 1G98, the earl ofBellamont was appointed gos. 
ffe ivas /jarlicularly instructed to clear the Ani^t 
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seas of tlie pirates who inTested tbem, and who it was sus- 
pected had even received encouragement from goicrooi 
Fletcher. 

The government dedimng to furnish the oecesaarjr nS' 
Vil force, the earl, with others, engaged in a private nil' 
rtaking against ihem. The associates procured a vei- 
el of war ; gave the command of it to a captain Kidd, 
;:nd sent him to cruise against the piratea. He had btea 
but a ehort time at sea, when disregarding hia instruc- 
tioDB, he made a new contract with hia crew, and on Uiq 
Atlantic and Indian ocean became himself a daring, atre- 
cions, and successful pirate. Three years aDerwards, 
be retarned, burned his vessel, and appeared publicly in 
Boslon. He was apprehended and sent to England, 
where be was tried and executed. 

When Gov. Bellamont had settled the affairs of thai 
Coveroment, he returned to New-York, where he died 
in 1701, greallj lamented. 

Scarcely had the colonies recovered from the war 
which ended in 1697, before they were again involved in 
the horrors of another war with the French, Indians and 
Bputiards, which continued from 1702 to March 31, 17- 
13, ^ 

Id February 1704, Deerlield, in Massachusetts, W8B 
surprised in the night. About 40 persona was killed, 
ind l.HU made prisoners, among whom were Mr. Will- 
iiiins, the minister, and bis family. They came to the 
hoase of Mr. Williams, forced open the doors and eMer- ' 
«dlbe room where Mr. Williams was sleeping. Awaked 
b; the noiso, he seized his pistot, and snapped it al the 
W Indian, but it missed fire, the house was ll^cn plun- 
i-'fred, and two of his children and the blaol: female ser- 
'3ut, were butchered before his eyes. Th" savages, 
<i length suiTeredhis wife and himself, with tivc children, 
in put on their clothes, and prepare for a long journey. 
livery house but the one next to Mr. Williams' was con- 
bouse still remains, as a painful memento to 
The front door was hacked uad hewn with 
until the savages jiad cut a hole through it ; 
;h this hole they fired into the house ; \iasi iooi, 

i 
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which alill bears iu ancienl wounds, and the hole, (closed 
only by a board, tacked on wiihin,) remains now m 
savages left it, aod is a musi inleresling monument- 

"Through ihe windows they also tired, and oiie bul; 
let killed the female head ofihe family, sitting uptnbedi 
uid the mark of ihnl buliei, as well as of four olhera, i-^* 
visible in the room : in ono of iho holes in a juiel, anotli 
c* bullel remains lo this day. This family were all kill- 
ed or carried into caplivily." 

The second day, Mrs. Williams began lo fail, and c 
go no farther. Her husband requested permission t( 
miin with her ; but they plunged,a haichel into her bead,' 
and compelled him lo proceed. Before ihe lerminatian 
of their journey, twenty more shared Ihe same fale. 
Tliose who reached Canada, were treaty with humanit]^ 
by Ibe French. 

At the tnd of two years, Mr. Williams, and fifty-Beyen 
others, were redeemed, and be returned to Deerfield, 
where he continued his labors in the ministry twelva 
years, end died. His eldest daughter ivas married to an 
lodian in Canada, where she lived many years, Sfas 
came into New England once or twice, with her sannnp 
and children, to visit her friends, and at her death left • 
DBmernus family. 

In 1707, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Nei* 
Hampshire, despatched an armament against Port Royalf 
in Nova Scotia, which was in possession uf the FreDcb. 
The expedition cnnsisled of one thousand men ; bi ' ~ 
turned without accomplishing its object. 

General Nicholson visited England, and proposed an 
expedition againEt Cnnada. In Juno 1711, Admird 
Walker, with a fleet of fifteen ships of war, andfOTt] 
transports, arrived at Boston, and taking on board tw 
Additional regiments, he sailed from Bot^toii the lost « 
July. At the same time, general Nicholson proceeda 
from Albany, at tlio head of four ibousand men, A^ 
Connecticut, Ne#-York, and New Jersey. against Canadl 

. The fleet had advanced about ten leagues up the riM 

BLfit, Lawrence, when the rivt^r became foggy. UiSeru 
^^^^nionB arose, concerning what course to take ; tbe£m 
^^Hb Pilots recoaimended one course, the Amerioatu Hi 
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otiier. The idonnl. Uke all ^ch^r Ec^-isa <»dk«r9. 
adopted tJie airac o^kis cvn pclou : it. i ijcc: nxic:^!, 
tone trazuports vere driTea apoc :h« roc'£< md CAsied 
to fMeces. Aboat c»« tiiocsani ss^a 5'j~k :? r-<e do 
more. NoC a sios'Le AoKficaa was !?:<:. The Adsc^ni 
retomed to Eagkaad. aad oa th« IJiz c: CV::»'^f. bis 
ship blew op, acd focr haadred seartKr. peri^he^. The 
Sew Ecglaod troops retcrced hcn:e. acd w. es Nijhotjofl, 
who bad adranced as far as Sake George, learned the fate 
of the fieet. he led back his troops to Albscir. Tae next 
year, 1713. France and England made peace at Uirech: ; 
this relieved the northern part of the coiinirj, and is iIm 
same year peace was concluded wiir. the Indians. 

Such was the destruction of lives in this war, that tb« 
population of New England wis sen&ib!/ decreasing. 
The expenses were great, which obliiied luena lo issue 
bills of credit, or paper money, which perplexed the gov- 
ernroent in ail their transactions. 

In 1716, Samuel Street, a colonel in the army of the 
celebrated duke of Marlborough, was appointed govern- 
or. On his arrival in the province, he fuund ilie people 
divided into parties ; one in favour of a public Bank, 
ifhich had just been established ; the other for a private 
Bank. 

He joined the former ; the latter became hostile, and 
led by a Mr. Cook, opposed with virulence all his meas- 
ures. 

In 1715, after several years of profound peace, an In- 
dian war broke out in South Carolina. All the tribes 
from Fh>rida lo Cape Fear had been loncj onaaircJ in a 
conspiracy against the wliites. On the niornin>; ol the 
15th of April, the first blow was struck at the sotiloinonts 
around Port Royal. Ninety persons wore massacred. 
Some of the inhabitants escaped by emharkiiitr on board 
a vessel which then lay in the harbour, and sailod direct 
ly for Charleston. At a plantation on (Jooso Crrrk, 
Beventy whites and forty faithful negroes bcinj; protttrttd 
by a breast work, determined to maintain their post ; bui 
on the first attack, their courage failed them, and they 
agreed to surrender. The instant they fell into the pow- 
er of the enemy, all were barbarously murdered. 
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Governor Craven, from North Carolina, at the head t 
one thousand men, marched against the saragea. 
discovered several small parlies, who fled before hirn 
Saltcatchers, he found them ail assembled, and there B 
obstinate and bloody battle was fought. The white 
TictorioiiB, and compelled the enemyto leave the provinci 
Most of them fled lo Florida, and were kindly received b 
the Spaniards. 

In 1719, at a general review of the militia at Charle 
ton, occasioned hy a threatening invasion of Ihe colon 
from Florida, the officers and soleicrs bound themseln 
bj a solemn compact, to support each other in resistin 
the tyranny of the proprietors ; and ihe assembly whio 
was then in session, requested the Governor, by a respec 
fUl address, to consent to administer the gokernmeot i 
the king's name. He refused, and by proclamation di 
solved the assembly. The members immediately metal 
elected colonel James Moore their governor. He waa 
bold man, and exceedingly well qualified for a popnl 
leader, in a turbulent season. He accepted the appoiii 
ment, and administered the affairs of the colony. 

The conduct of the proprietors and people was brong 
before his majesty's council. After a full hearing, it n 
decided that both colonies should be taken under the p 
tection of the crown. In 1719, Hunter, governor ofN< 
York, quitted the provice, and his authority devolved < 
Peter Schuyler. The next year. William Burnet, son 
the celebrated bishop, was appointed governor, Tumii 
his attention towards the wilderness, he perceived tl 
the French, in order to secure themselves the Indian mi 
iLt)d confine the English to the sea coast, were erecUi 
^ferts, from St. Lawrence to the Mississippi. He endeM 
pured to defeat these designs, by building a trading hou 
nod fort at Oswego, on lake Ontnrio. But (he Freni 
l)[died with great activity in accomplishing their objeo 
pey launched two vessels upon the lake, and erected 
rt at Niagara; they had previously erected fort Froil 
tc, commanding the outlet. 
[The peace of 1713, was of short dnration. In 173 
he eastern Indians began to he hostile, murdering aet 
Htl pfitaons, and burning the town of Brunswick. In 179 
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[>over was surprised, and sererml persons killed, and a 
lamber carried into captiritj: and m 17*24. repeited ai* 
:ack3 were made, and the Enz:ish kepi ia & conunual 
ilariD. Numbers were killed. T&e Eszli^h in t* ^*r turn 
made an attack upon Ncrridgewaj; k:!!eii Rakll^s: tt;e Jes- 
uit, and about eightT-seren Indians. The war now ri^ed 
with riolence, unill 17%, when peace was restored. This 
treaty was greatir app!auded, and under ii, owin^r to the 
more paci6c feelings of the Indian?, and more taithtui 
observance of the English, t:ie colonies experienced unu- 
sual tranquil itT for a Tong time. 

The settlement of Georgia, in June 173*2. 

Several benevolent gentlemen in England, suggested 
& plan of conveying all the indigent subjects of ilreat 
Britain thither. To a project springing from motives so 
noble, the people and the government extended their 
patronage. In November, 1732« one hundred emigrants 
embarked for Georgia. The next vear, five hundred 
persons arrived at that place. But it was soon discover- 
ed, that these people had become poor by their idleness, 
and were not fitted to fill the arovcs of Goomia. 

The tnistees therefore offered to receive such as had 
i)ecomo poor by unavoidable misfortune, and grant to 
<^ach one who should repair to the colony fifty acrt's of 
land. This offer brought more than four hundred per- 
sons into Georgia. 

In 1730, a disturbance was created among the negroes 
in South Carolina. A number of them assembled at 
^tono, surprised and killed two white men who had the 
charge of a warehouse, from which they took guns and 
ammunition. They then chose a captain, and with 
•Irums proceeded Southward, burning every house, and 
killing all the whites that fell in their way ; and coinprll- 
td all the negroes to join them. Governor 15ulL who 
'•fuS returning from the southward, accidently met them, 
kstened out of the way, and spread the alarm. Nt-ws 
soon reached Willown, where a large congregation w<;ro 
attending divine service. The men, according to th(j 
'iw, brought their arms to the place of worslup, and 

9* 
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■srdied directly in quest of the ncgroea. While in m 
<y>en field, they were dancing nith Tranlic exultation a1 
tbeir )■(« success, tliey were suddenly attacked by tfai 
whilea ; a number were killed, eome Bed, and then 
luindcr taken. Tbey who had been compelled to joi 
them, were pardoned ; but all the leaders suffered death. 
About Ivt'onty whiles were murdered. 

In 1744, war again broke out between England a 
France, and the colonies were involved. Their CO 
merce and fisheriea suSercd grcit injur; from priTBteen 
fitted out at Louisburg, a French port on cape Breton.— 
Its situation was important. Nearly nix millions of dall> 
ars had been expended on its fortification. It was ( 
great importance that the colonies should deelroy c 
take possession of this strong hold, although it was con' 
sidered impossible. Having exacted of the general courl 
an oalh of secrecy, the governor, inJsnuary 1746, i 
municaied to them the project. Many heard it 
amazement. So strong was the place, and so weak wen 
the colonies, that the thoughts of attacking it seemdJ 
rash and presumptuous. The secret was disclosed by an 
honest member, who prayed for divine blessing on th* 
attempt, ifit should be made. The people were iDst■Jl^ 
^f Btruck with the advantage of possessing the place-— 
When the decision was made known, a petition, signed 
by a large number of merchants, was presented to tlM 
general court, praying them to comply with the guTenf 
or's proposals. The subject was again discussed, aii<i 
the vole in favour of the cspcdition was only one major 
itj. 

The question was now decided, and all who were bfr- 
fore averse \o the enterprise, united heartily with thesnp* 
porters, to carry it into execution. The other New 
England colonies agreed to furnish assistance, and a brat 
was despatched to commodore Warren in the Wes^lB• 
dies, to invite htm to their assistance. In two monthK 
ui army of more than four thousand men were enlislerf 
clothed, victualled, and equipped for service, ii 
New England colonies, which did not contain 
dred thousand inhabitants. On the 23d of March, Ihi 
despatch boat returned from the West-Indies, with I 
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formation that comisodore Warren declined U 
vaj aid, without orders from ZLgiu-.d. Ti: s r.z^'.z^Zici 
was kept a secret. About tbe I^:xi of Apr:. I'l^ :r:opf . 
together with those from Coonectic.:: Su-i Nev Hic:p>- 
ihire, arrived safely at Caxkso. Com-Loc^re Wi-ren Lid 
but just despatched his a&swer. when be reici'-rc z-rders 
to repair to Boston with scch sh^ps as he c:::'.c sT^re. 
and concert measures with zz^tzLzz S':. :.rT f:r hj 
majesty's service id North Anier.ci. He *^i.>i :-:i:e ir- 
ately but learning iLat the trar?p>sr.B hid s^.iei :':: €&::• 
80, he steered directlv for ti.st :>!£ce. He aiiei n:,c'z 
to the naval strength. Several vessels of wir. »:: :i 
had been sent to cruise before LoL'.sbur^. hs: ci::j:e-d 
several French ships, tnd prevei-ted ir.j .r.:el..zt--c»: cf 
the ezpiditop from reaching ihem. T:. i-se 'se**^ * -sere 
daily within sight of the p'.ace. Lu! were supi-.s^d :: Ir 
privateers, and caused no alsrrr.. Tr.e arreiriLie cf 
the fleet on the 3C«th of Aprii. gave the F:€r.:h tie £:«; 
intimation of their danger. The trcops -.nirr.ec.ately 
landed, and the neztdav, four hur.crcd rT^ircec crijid 
the hills, approached witriin a r»..,e of ::.c- g.'s'i ^iwtrj, 
setting fire to all the houses E.r.d s'.oris '.r. '...o \%:; — 
Many of these cor.tairitd ie.r a.:. J :.':...'.'.;. .. -:.,_:ed 
a thick smoke, thit co'.r.ole:-:-/. €-:.■• .:r'. '].<. .r.i: :=. 
file fears of the French were :r. ;rri=-: - :v :....:_:.:':- 
tainty. They imijired all ::.c 6.r:..y '»ai c:.-. -^ -; :-. 
them, and ihrowinj their [^o^ :*:-: .r.:o i wt... «':e = ::'. v-i 
the batterv, whicii the En^.isi. '.^.k -.v.::.:, ;t ..==. 

This was uncoiLTiOn good f«-r:u:.c : : li*. i:.e PwOst c.'Tx- 
cult labour of liie siege rerr.iiii'-d to he perf rrr.ed. — 
The cannon were to be drawn nearly lv.o n.;.t£ v:: a 
deep morass, in plain view, and wiiiiin gi::; s:.:-: 'ifi.o 
enemy's principal forlincation. For foarieen r.^..!5 li.e 
troops wiih straps over their shoulders, and sinriir.^ t ) 
their knees in mud, were employed in liie service By 
the 20th of May, they had erected £ve bulteries, or.e of 
which mounted five forty-two pounders, and did great ex- 
ecution. Meanwhile, the fleet cruised in the harhor, md 
was equally successful. It captured a French ship of 
sixty-four guns, loaded with stores for the garrison, to 
whom the loss was distressing. English ships of war 
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were contiDually arriving, and added such slrength to ths 
Beet, that a combined attack upon the town was resolved 
upon. The enemy diecovering tiiis design, deemed il 
nnniBe to run the hazard of an assault. On the 1 5th of 
June, the French commander proposed a cessation of 
hosttlitiea ; and on the 17th cspitulaied. 

Intelligence of this event spread like lightning thrmigh 
the country. The French flag still standing upon tho 
walls of LouiBburg, which decoyed several India ships, 
supposed to be worth six hundred thousand pounds. 
Well inight the citizens of New England be elated w 
these glad tidings. Without even a suggestion from t 
mother country, their commerce and fisheries were ni 
secure. 

France, fired with resentment at her loss, made extra- 
ordiniiry exertiona to retrieve it, and to inflict chastiae- 
ment on New Englaod. The next summer, she des- 
patched to the American coast a powerful Heet, carrying 
a largo number of soldiers. The news of its approach 
spread terror throughout New England. But an uncom- 
mon succession of disasters, which the pious of that lime ' 
attributed to ihe special interposition of Providence, de- ■ 
privedit of all power to inflict injury. After remaining 



a short time on the coast, it returned to France. Havi: 



lost two admirals, both of whom it was supposed, put an 
end lo their Uvea through chagrin; having also by temp- 
est been reduced lo one half its force, and cfiecled noth- 
ing. In 1748, peace was concluded ; each party restor- 
ed all its prisoners and conquests. A striking, but not 
uncommon illustralion of the folly of war, Louisburg, 
though conquered by the colonies, was exchanged by 
Great Britain fur territories which she had lost in Europe. 
New England murmured at this injustice, hut what avail 
the murmurs of the weak? 

In 1750, an actwas passed, prohibiting the exporla- 
lions of hats, oul of the plantations of America, and to ■ 
restrain the number of apprentices taken by hat makers; 
also an act providing a penalty of one hundred poundff* 
for the erection of any mill for alitliog or rolling of iron,'* 
or any plating forge lo work with a till hammer. 
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CHAPTER V. 

French and Indian War which commenced in 175G, and 

continued to 1763. 

The war which ended ia 1748, for a short period gave 
peace to America, and the population in the thirteen 
colonies, amounted to one million and one hundred thou- 
sand. Scarcely had the colonies time to reap the bene- 
fits of peace, before their prospect was clouded, and the 
sound of war filled the land with general anxiety and 
distress. In 1756, the 18th of May, Great Britaih declar- 
ed war against France. 

The general cause leading to this war, commonly call- 
ed the French and Indian war, was the encroachment of 
the French upon Nova Scotia, which had been ceded to 
Great Britain by the I2ih article of the treaty of Utrecht. 
About this time a company of English traders established 
trading houses on the banks of the Ohio. 

The French seized some of the traders, and conveyed 
them prisoners to Canada. A tribe of Indians in Ohio, 
among whom the Endish had been tradlnt; resented the 
seizure, and by way of retaliation, took several Frencli 
traders, and sent them to Pennsylvania. The Oliio com- 
pany complained to Dinvviddie, governor of Virginia, 
v?ho laid the subject before the assembly, which ordered 
a messenger to be despatched to the French Commander 
in Ohio, and require him to withdraw his troops. The 
person entrusted with the service, was George Washing- 
ton. 

Our beloved Washington happening to hear it, instant- 
ly waited on his excellency, and offered his services, but 
not without being terribly afraid lest his want of a beard 
should go against him. However, the Governor was so 
charmed with his modesty and manly air, lliat he never 
asked him a syllable about his age, but after tliuiiking 
him for ** a noble youth,*' and insisting on his taking a 
glass of wine with him, slipped a commission into his 
hand. The next day, accompanied by an interpreter 
and a couple of servants, he set out on Ins expedition, 
which was, from start to pole, as disagreeable and danger* 
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ous as aoy thing Hercules liimEelfconld have wishec 
Soaking rains, dulling blasts, roaring floods, paib 
woods, and mounlainB clad in Enows, opposed hiscou 
but opposed in vain. The glorious arabiiion to Bt 
btscountry imparled an animaiion to his nervea, w) 
rendered bim superior lu all difficullies. 

Returning homewards, he was waylaid and shntB 
a French Indian, and though llie cop per -colored rut 
iraa not I^Gleps distant wiien he tired at him, ;et 
even so much as (he smell of lead passed on the cla 
of our young hero. On his '^'tiirn to Virginia, it 
found that he had execiite<! lua iiegotiBiiuoB, both ' 
the French bnd Indiana, witli fuch hdelily and jiidgeiD 
that he received the licaMiesi Mianks of the Gdv« 
and Council fur the very important services he had ( 
bis country. 

He was now (in ihe 2Uth year of his age) appCHi 
major and adjutant general of the Virginia forces. E 
after this, the Indians conlinuing ilie encroacbim 
orders were ^livcn by llie English government, for 
colonics lo arm and unite in one confederacy. Virj 
took Ihe lead, and raised a reginjent of four hum 
t the head of which she placed her darling W 
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Ytih iliis handf:il of brave fellows, Col. Waafaiod 
DOtjet 93 years of age. boldly pushed out into thi 
diancMiniry. and there for a considerable lime, Ht 
baUike, 'maintained the war against three limes the 4 
ber of French and Indians. At the Red-Stonea be ^ 
a strong |)arty of iho enemy, whom lie etiff 
'dually defeated, after having killed and 4 
B'Vi'utyone men. From his prisoners he ohlained und4 
}d intelligence, thai the French forces on the Ohiot 
■sled ofiipwards of a thousand' regulars and manj} 
Inds of Indians. Bui noiwi'.hstanding ihis disheai 
Ingadvire, he Elill pressed on undauntedly agaiDsl 
(Demy, and bI a place called Little Meadows, built a) 
jrbkb he called Fori Necessity. Here he wailed. H 
-and anxjoufly looking for succours from New 1 
idPennsylvania; bui he looked in vain — nobody d 
^'- - Not long aRer this his soirU fdl 
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ednceiJ Co three hundred men, were allackcJ bf n 
of 1 100 French iind Inilinna Never diJ the true 
lian valor shine mote gloriously tlianon this trying 

see three hundred young follows — commanded by 

oth-faced boy— all unaccuMomed to the lerrura of 

■far from homo, and from all hopes of help — shut 

a dreary wilderness, and surrounded by four lioieB 

number of savage foes, and yet, without sign of 

nithoul thought of surrender, preparing for mortal 

ai. Oil 1 it was a noble sight ! — Scarcely since ilia 

of Leonidits and his three hundred desihle^ Siiar- 

had the sun beheld its equal. With hideous whoops 

ells tlic enemy came on like a host of tigers. Th« 

d rocks, and tall tree tops (as the Indians climb. 

lops of the trees, poured down their bullets in- 

t) were in one continued blaze and crash of firo 

{or wore our young warriors idle, but, animated 

gallaDt chief, plied their rifles with such spirit, 

Ir little fort resembled a volcnno in full hloat, 

Slid discharging thick sheets of liquid fire and of. 

deaths among their foes. For three glorious 

Inlamander like, enveloped in smoke and flame, 

.ained the attack of the enemy's whole force, and 

idred of them deiid on the spot. Discouraged 

ih desperate resistance, the Freucii general, tb« 

de Villcrs sent in a flag to WusliingtOQ, extolling 

rallantry to the skies, and offering bim the most hoo* 

lie teruis. It was stipulated thnt Col. WaBhington 

hia little band of heroes, should march away wilh 

be honors of war, and carry with them their military 

es and baggage. 

'he candu;:t of the French against ihe Ohio company, 
ihed England. The English were convinced, 
■ claims to the country through which that river 
1st be retiifquished, or maintained by the sword, 
chose the latter, and curly in the spring of 
ij> despatched general Braddock with a respects- 
idi America, lo expel the French, and keeppo»- 
Ihe territory. In April, Braddock met tbo 
'several provinces to confer upoattiQ \il&[ioC 
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the eosuiog campaign. Three expedilions were resolii 
ed apoQ ; one against Du Quesne, to be commanded b 
General Braddock ; one a^aiosl Torts Nissara and Froi 
tiii&C ; to be commHoded bj Gofernnr Shirley ; and a 
BgaiOEl Crown Point, by General Johnson. This last c 
pedition nas to be executed by troops raised in N( 
Eneland and New York. 

In the spring of 1755, Wasliinglon, while busied in tb 
lughest military operatioDB, •e.aa suminotied to atlem 
^eo. Brsddticlc, ntio in the month of Febroary, arrive) 
Itf Alexandria with two ihousand Briiisb troops. Tb) 
biy of Virginia appointed eight hundred provinciali 
to join him. The object of this army was to marcl 
through the country by the way of Will's Creek to for 
J)u Quesne (now Fiii^burgh, or Foit Pill.) As no per 
fon wes £o well acquainted with the frontier country ii 
Washington, and, none stood go high in mihlary fame, i 
was thought he would be infioitely serviceable to generi 
Braddock. At the request of the GoTernor and Council 
he cheerfully quitted his own command, to act as Tolun* . 
teer aid de camp to that very imprudent and uoforluaato 
general. The army, nearly three thousand strong, 
raarclicd from Alexandria and proceeded unmolested 
within a few miles of Fort Pitt. On the morning of thft 
day in which ihey expected to arrive, the provinciaf 
scouts discovered a large party of French and Indians 
lying in ambush. Washington, with his usual modeatf, 
observed to Gen. Braddock what sort of enemy he had 
now (o deal wjlh. An enemy mho would not, like the 
Europeans, come forward to a fair contest in the fieM,- 
bnt, concealed behind rocbs and trees carry on a deadll" 
warEsre with ihcir rifles. He concluded with beggiag* 
that Gen. Braddock would grant him the honor to IM 
bim place himself at the bead of the Virginia riflemen, 
and fight them i» their own way. And it was generally'^ 
thought that our young hero and ^is eight hundre 
hearts of hickory, would very easily have beaten tbc 
too, lor they were not superior to the force, which, (wi 
only Ibree hundred) he had handled so roughly a twdi 
mojiih before. But Gen. Braddock, who had i" 
ire^l^(ljJlfi jjBierican ofticers and soldiers v 
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rnnlempt, instead or fntlowing this truly salutary advice. 
swelled and reddened wilh most unmanly rage. — " HigK 
lines, by G-d,'' lie escliiineil, strutting lu anil fro. with 
urns a-kimba, " High times ! when a young liuckekiii 
ciB teach a Britiah general how to fight !" Waehirigion 
vithdrew. biting his lips wilh ^ief and IndigiiatiOD, to 
think what numbers of brave follows would draw short 
breath that day, through the pride and obstinacy of nn« 
qnuletled fool. The troops were ordered to form mnd 
advance in eoluinm through llic woods ! ! — In a little timfl 
the ruin which Washinirton had predicted ensued. Thw 
poor devoted army, pushed on by their madcap general, 
fell into the fatal snare which was laid for them. All al 
once a thousand rifles began the work of denib. The 
ground was instantly covered with the dyin^ and the 
dead. The British troops, thus slaughtered by hundreds, 
and by an enemy wliom they could not Eee, wore Ihrowri 
irrecoverably into panic and confusion, snd in a few 
minutes their haughty general, with ISOO of his brave 
bat unfortunate countrymen, bit the ground. Poor 
Braddock closed the tragedy with great decency. He 
was mortally wounded in the beginninj; of the action, and 
Washington had him placod in a cart ready for retreat. 
Closo on the lef\, where the weight of the French and 
Indian 6re principally fell, Washington and his Virginia 
riflemen, dressed in blue, sustained the shock, At every 
discharge of their rifles, the wounded general cried out, 
■•Omy brave Virginia blues ! Would to God 1 could 
live to reward yoii for such gallantry." But he died. 
Washington buried him in the road, and to save him from 
discovery and the scalping knife, ordered the weggons on 
their retreat to drive over his grave ! — O God ! what is 
man? Even a thing of nought ! 

Amidst all this fearful consternation and carnage, 
aaiidal all the uproars and horrors of a rout, rendered 
«ill more dreadful by the groans of the dying, the 
acraams of the wounded, the piercing shrieks of the wo- 
tnen, and the yells of the furious assaulting savages, 
Waili;ngton, calm and self-collected, rallied his faithful 
|P, led them on to the charge, killed numbers of 
Hnj who were rushing on with tomahavika.cb«>:k- 
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ei their pursuit, and brougltt oS'the sliatterecl nam 
the British army. 

With respect to our beloved Washington, we c 
but mentian here two very extraurdinHrj speeche 
were uttered about him at this time, and wliich, aa I 
bate turned out, look a good deal like ]irnpheciee 
famous Indian warrior who assisted in the defc 
Braddock, was oflen heard to sweur, that Washi 
was not born lo be killed by a bullet, " for," cont 
fae, " i had seventeen fair fires at him with my rifle 
after all, I could not bring him to the ground," An 
deed, whoever considers that a good riHe. levellec 
proper marksman, hardly ever misses iis aim, will n 
enough conclude with this unlettered savage, that 
invisible hand must have turned aside his bullets. 

The Rev. Mr. Davios, in a aernion occasioned by 
Braddock' B defeat, has these remarkable words — " 
leave to point Ihe attention of the public lo that t: 
youth. Colonel George Washington, whom I cannc 
nope providence has preserved fur some great aervi 
this country." 

Governor Shirley proceeded to Oswego, on lake ( 
no. His army was poorly supplied witb provision! 
tho rainy season approaching, be abandoned the e) 
tSon, and returned to Albany. The iirmy under 
JohnsoD arriv,ed at the south end of lake Georgi 
latter part of August, when he received ioformatioi 
two thousand of the enemy commanded by Baroo 
kau, were marching against Fort Edward. AccorJi 
Colonel Williams was detached to intercept him. 

Colonel Williams' party, which left ibe camp bet 
eight and nine o'clock in the morning of Sept. Bth, 
Teiy unexpectedly fell with ihe army of Baron Diei 
Ihe two armies met in tlie road, front to front ; ihe Iq 
of Dieskau'a army were in ambuscade, upon both d< 
itiea of the mountains, aud thus it was a complete 
prise, for Uol. Williams had unhappily neglected to 
anjr scouts upon his wings. A bloody batile ensued 
a deadly fire was poured in upon bolb Qanks. Col, 
liami, endeavouring to lead his men against thfljiii 
Miem/f Wis instantly shot through the head, 
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hundreds of his party, including old Hendrick, the chief 
of the Mohawks, and forty Indians were slain. The re- 
mainder of the parly under the command of Col. Whiting, 
retreated into the camp. They came running in. in the 
utmost confusion and consternation, and pcriiaps owed 
their safety, in a great measure, to another party, which, 
when the firing was heard, and perceived to be growing 
loader and nearer, was sent out to succour them. 

Nor did this battle terminate the fighting of this bloody 
daT. The remains of Dieskau's arniv retreated about 
four miles, to the ground where Col. Wilhams had been 
defeated in the morning, — the rear of the army were there 
sitting upon the ground, had opened their knapsacks, 
and were refreshing themselves, when Capt. McGinnies, 
who with two hundred men, had been despatched from 
fort Edward to succor the main body, came up with this 
portion of the French army, thus siiliiig in security, and 
attacked and totally defeated tlicm, although he was 
himself mortally wounded. Thus were three battles 
fought in one day, and almost upon tlic same ground. 
This ground I wont over. The neiglibuuring mountain, 
in which the French so suddenly made their appearance, 
is to this day, called French inuinitain ; and llii? nmiie, 
with tlic tradition of tlic fact, will be f-ciit down to t!ie 
lalejst posterity. I w;is shown a rnck l»y tiiu road, at 
«^'hich a c(jn<iderab!c slaughter took place. It was on 
the cast side of tlie road, near wliere Col. Williams fell, 
uiid I am inforuH.'d is, to this day, called Williams' ivock. 

Just by the present road, and in the midst of these bat- 
tle grounds, is a circular pond, shaped exactly like a 
bowl ; it may bo two hundred feet in diameter, and was, 
when I saw it, full of water, and covered witii tiie pond 
lily. Alas ! tliis pond, now so iieaceiul. w.is the common 
scpulc.liro of the brave ; the dead bodies of most oriiiOi*o 
who were slain tjn this eventful day, were thrown, in un- 
cistinj/uished confusion into tliis pond ; from that lime I.) 
the present, it has b(jen called tlie JMoody Poml ; and 
there is not a ciiiUl in lliis r€<zion but will point vou to 
the French Mountain and the IJloodv IVmd. f stood 
With dread upon its brink, ann threw a stone into the un- 
conscious waters. After these events, a rejrulur fort 
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vsa construcled at the head of the lake, and called foil 
William Henry. 

Early in the spring, 1756, the enemy, invited by tb 
■ucceea or the preceding year, made another irruptia 
_iiito the iiihabiled country, and did great mtacbier. Tfa 
number of troops on the regular establishment was (ot^ 
insufiicient for the protection of the fronlier. The b 
ijiana, divided into small parties, concealed themaelvi 
with 90 much dexterity, as seldom lo be perceived nnli 
the blow was struck. These murders were frequent] 
committed in the very neighbourhood of the forta, a 
the detachments which were einpluyed in acouring 1 
country were generally eluded, or attacked to advanti^ 
In one of these skirnilBhes in the neighbourhood or' 
■tockade, the Americans were totally runted, and captu 
Mercer killed. 

The smaller forts were frequently a^anulled and «l 

tacked. The people either abandoned the country, i 

attempted to secure themselves in small gtockadS 

where ihey were in great distress for provisions, and 

and ammunition. Lord London arrived in America, 1 

July, 1756, as commander in chief, tie was clolM 

with the highest civil aulhorily, having been appoint) 

governor of the colony. A cumpliiiieniary address frfl 

■he regiment, slating their pleasure al bis nrriTal and ■ 

poinlment, and the readiness with which ihey would e 

ccute his cuuiniands, was presented lo him ; also a slat 

ment of the distress of the colony, and a parliculu d 

acription of the situation of (he railiiary painis. 

An army was raised of about twelve thousand I 

L which was better prepared for < he field than any arn 

■ thai had been assembled in America. But the chongff 

I cnmmnnders delayed ihe operations of the English am 

W The French were active, and on Ihe \i\h of July, gel 

r rat Abercrombie received intelligence that lliey noe^l 

led an attack upon Odwego, a post of ihe utmost impft^ 

Bnce. Gen. Webb was ordered to prepare lo march W 

I aregnnenl to support the defence of ihat place, but • 

^Kiletained until the 12th of August. Before he bad p( 
^^fbeded far, lie learned it was loo late. 
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B; I tie loss ofOawego, all ihe western countty wtaUid 
open to tbeir ravages. There uras rtiaaon tu fear tliat Um 
frontier posiB would be swept away, one al\er another, uiil 
ihat all Ihe preparations which had been m&de Tor an ear- 
1} attack on ihccBcmy, would be lost with them Besides, 
ihe eaemy would have another year lo fortiry and sir; ngtti- 
en their posts, and to render the reduction afUwoi much < 
more hazardous and difficult. 

The colonies were obliged to submit, and lord Loudon ' 
tailed from iNew York for tJalifax, with six thousand land ! 
forces, and there made a junction with Holbourn and ' 
HopsoD. Here was now an army of twelve thousand men, 
tsclusife of officers, aided by a powerful fleet; but thejr 
were so dilatory in Iheir measures, that, before they weia 
ready to sail, the Brest fleet, willi seventeen sail of ihs 
line, besides friaatea and transports, ariived atLouisburg. 
The garrisoD was so reinforced as to amount to nine thoo* 
latid men. On the reception of this Inlelligence, il wai 
judged inexpedient lo proceed, and the expedition wai 
given up. 

Had the earl of Loudon been a man of enterprise, bad 
be wished to distinguish himself in bia majesty's ^tetfioe, 
or to bare rendered himself popular in the colonies, ha 
■night have conducted this powerful army lo Ticondero- 
ffl, and carried all qcfore him, in that quarter, Al least, 
lie might have sent on large detachments for the defence 
of the frontiers. With his Prussian majesty, an Amherst, 
or a Wolfe, these would have been hut natural and com- 
mon achievements. But he returned leisurely to New 
Votk, and effected nothing. 

The British generals, in America, did more, in tw» 
years, by the pusillanimity, wealtnes and inconsislencj of 
iWir coaucils, lo injure the colonies, than the Prencb 
(oald have done with ali their force. The proviociala j 
"ould, probably, have advanced lo Crown Point the lail 
yw, and made iheraselves masters of the country loulb 
ul t^ke Champlain. They would undoubtedly have kept 
tlieir own posts, and prevented the evils which follo'.ved. 
The British generals and officers not only lost Oswego, .| 
Wlhey destroyed the foriificBiions at the great carrying " 
J1»m; and filled Wood Creek with logs and Ueea. Tbe/ 
10* 
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cut off all commuDicaiion between the colonies Kii<) tbi 
five nations, the only body of Indiana which preserTed tl 
appearance of friendship to them. They abandoned the 
whole ciiuniry to the mercy of the enemy. Nothiug conM 
be dune to prevent their colleciing-the IndiariB, from i 
quHriers, to act against the colonies. 

Monsieur Montcalm did not neglect to improve the 
TNntagea he had gnined, and which the conduct of ll 
British generals afforded him. Finding that the troop 
were drawn off 10 Halifax, he at once determined on tii 
iiegeof fort William Henry, and the destruction of tb 
•esaels, boals, and batieaus, at the south landing of lair 
Qeorgo. Bodies of Indians, with his whole force, wei 
collected for this purpose, ■ 

Colonel Monroe, who commanded al fort William Hei 
ly, having intelligence thai an advanced party of the e 
my lay at Ticouderoga, detached colonel Paiker m 
four hundred men to surprise them. Having landed'* 
nigbl, DOl far distant from the enemy, he sent three boM 
to reconnoitre, directing them where lo meet bim im 
general rendezvous. The enemy, waylaying and intei 
ceptina (he boats, obtained a pefect knowledge oftb 
colonel 3 designs, and concerted measures lo decoy bh 
into (heir hands. They laid an ambu^^h behind the poia 
wbere (hey knew he designed to land, and having b 
reinforced to nearly double his numbers, they sent tfara 
boals to the place appointed for the general rendezTOdl 
The colonel mistaking them Ibr bia own boats, eageit 
t'Uil to shore, and was inatantly surrounded by the enem] 
KThey aKackcd liini on all sides with such inceasant *' 
^ODce, that sevenly prirates and two officers only ma 
Mir escape. 

f Elated with this success. Monsieur Montcalm hasteni 
ft the seige of furl William Henty. Having drawn U 
TSlher all his forces from Crown Point, Ticanderoga, ar 
n adjaoent posts, with a greater number of Indiana tbi 
Ite French had ever employed on any other occasion, I 
nsaed the lake and regularly invested the fort. Ti 
Hiele array consisted of nearly eight thousand men Tb 
[trriann consisted of about three thousand, and the for* 
Utious were said to be good. At fort Edward, scwm 
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fourtffeB milea distant, lay general Webb, with Tout thou- ' 
■and troopB. The regular troops at tlie two posts, wera 
ysabably more than equal to tbe regular force of the one* 
my. A considerable prpporlioD of their army coDtisied 
af Canadianti anil Inrlians. Yet, in about aii days, naa 
iliis important post delivered up into the hand? of the eo- 
etny. All the vessels, boats, and butleaux, which, at 
much expeuae and latxtur, had been for two yeara prepar- 
ing, fell itilo the pi.wer of the r iiumy. Though general 
Webb bad timely nonce of ih" approach nf the enemy, 
yet he neTer seoi to alarm the country, and bring on iha 
militia. He never reinlorced the gBriisuii, i>or made & 
■ingle motian for its relief. So far was be from ihia, that 
he sent a loitet to colonel Monroe, who commanded tha 
r>rt, advising him to give it up to iJie enemy. 

Honlcalm intercepted the letter, aitd sen) it into tha 
fort lo the coJoncL He had acted llie part of a soldier 
anl made abrave defence ; hul having biir»<t a number of 
:xpeiided a considerable part of hie ammuni- 
perceiving that he was to hnre no relief from 
^ebb, he capitulated on terms hunoursble for 
bioiaeir and the garrison. It was, to march out with 
arms, baggagn, and one piece of cannon, in honor to co- 
lonel Monroe, for the brare defence he Ind made. The 
troop* were not to starve against the must rhristiao kin^ 
mder eighteen months, unless excltaa^E'il for an eiiual 
nnraber of French prisoners. Thu French and Indiana 
pnd no regard to the articles of capttulution, but falling 
M the Elnglisb, stripped thc-m of their baj^rgage and few 
leaaiaing efl'ects ; and the Indians, in the English ser- 
. *ica, were dfi^eged from the rnnl^?. tomahawked and 
MtlptKi. Men and women had iheir throats cut, their 
Mica ripped open, and iheir bowels, with insult, thrown 
■•ilieil faces. Infanta and children were barbarously 
-' n by llie heels, and their brains dashed out against 
— Mand treesi The Indians pursui'd the English ncar- 
I Ifhalf Ibe way to foil Edward, where the greatest num- 
Wt of Uiem arrived in a most forlorn condition. It 
It aalAnishing, that between two and three thousand 
■nnpi, Willi arms in their bands, should, contrary to the 
" Muj.ressstipulsiiona, eulTer these intolerable insults. 
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When it ivss too late, general Webb alarmed the eouft 
try, and put the colonies to great expense in sending oi 
large detachments of the militia for the defence of llu 
northern frontier. The sudden capture of the fort, tin 
mansacre made by the enemy's Indians, and suspicioDi 
of general Webb'a treachery, and an apprehension tbai 
general Montcalm would force his way to Albany, pu 
the country into a state of great alarm and conBternation 
med during the war- A 
r a more general and moB 
it detached and sent on, in a lew 
land men. She had raised and senl 
n hundred before, nhich was man'' 
Large reinforcements were man 
ed on to Albany and fort Edward from Hew York, a 
the other colonies. General Webb, no I withs landing thi 
great numbers of men ,fiih which he wat; reinforced, i" 
nut make any eiVectuaJ provision for the defence of tbl 
frontier set tie me n^H. No sooner was one expedition 6 
ished by the enemy, than another was undertaken. Sooi 
after the re<li)ciion of fort William Henry, the eneiB 
with fire and sword, laid waste the fine sctdemeats at tl 
German fiats, and on the Mohawk river. 

On Uie American station tliere were nearly twea 
thousand regular troops, and a large number of provi 
cials iu service ; and yet one fortress and settlement aft 
anolherwere swept away ; and every wliere the eneii 
rioted and lriuiii|ihcd wilh impunity. The 
the remainder of the campalg^n in inactivity. 
vindals, as the season for winter quarters approach) 
returned to thtir respective colonies. The regular Irooj 
were stationed at Albany and fort Edward. Tims endt 
ihe ingloriuus campaign of 1737. 

Dy this tiiof, under the repeated losses they lyid sui 
(ained, the coluuies had veiy much lost their confident 
in the British commanders in America. They for tK 
years had witnessed their dilatory measures, their ineon- 
eislcncy, want of foresight and a spirit of enterprise, and 
hod such bitter (xperiences of the conaeqaences, tlu " 
they considered them as utterly disqualilied for the in 
jwrtant cummaud ^vliich they held. To their iucspacil 
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tiid pusillanimity wholly, ilici ihpy impule ihe loasofOfl- 
wego, fori William Henry, and their other losseB on iho 
frun tiers. 

Nolwithslanding all ihe reinforcements, which Prance 
bad sent tu Canada, they, every cojnpnii^n, had a force 
much superior lo the enemy. Had they been men of 
military genius, skill and enterprise, instead of the loeies 
they sustained, they might have led on their troops lo 
conquest and glory. Had the colonies been left to them- 
scWes, they would probably liave done better. The first 
year of the war, when leA lo ihemselves, their achleve- 
menls were honorable and useful to the nation : but now 
they bad sustained two years of great expense, which 
had been worse than lost. Indeed, such were the minis- 
iry, and the men whom ihey employed, that misfortune 
and disaster attended them in almost every quarter of 
the globe.* A British historian observes, with respect 
to this third campaign io America, " That it ended to the 
eternal disgrace of those who then commnnded the ar- 
mies, and directed the councils of Great Britain." 

By ibis time the disputes relative to tlie Ohio, Crown 
Point, and territory in America, bad involved a great 
pan of Europe in the flames of war. It had kindled in 
Imth the Indies, and extended its destructive influenca 
Ucyond the Ganges. The disappointments and losses of { 
the British nation for a succession of years, and its pre- 
sent exigences, absolutely demanded a change of men 
anil measures. Men of capacity and enterprise were 
oeceasary lo retrieve its honor, and prevent its ruin. By 
a most happy turn in providence, those incomparable 
nieo, Mr. Pitt, Mr. Leg, and their friends, had been cho- 
>en and estabiiahed in the miniatrf, and bad time to con- 
ccrtibtir measures, and choose the men to carry them 
into execuiion. Now therefore, every thing relative to 
the nation, in Europe and America, took a new and mr- 
prising mm. Now men were brought forward, upon 
whoBe fidelity, skill, and spirit of enterprise, confidence 
"light be placed. 

*ri.cie wai one sxccplian -. admiral Wation dad colflUsl Clive 
•"Ell Willi £rt-at magaaDiinity ■nil lucceeit upoo Uie G'ui'ir in 
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Notwithstanding the disappointments and losses of 
past years, ihey determined on the reduction of Lo 
burg, with a view of cutting off the communication 
tween France and Canada, of destroying the French fish) 
cry, and of securing the trade and ftsh erics of Great Britaijl 
and her colouies in America. At the same time, to grail 
iy the colonies, and to draw forth their whole strengfH 
into esertioD, they also determined on expedilii 
Crown Point and fort Du Quesne. 

Intimations of his majesty's design, and of hia expec* 
tations from the colonies, were, at an early period, give 
to them by letters from the right honorable Mr. Pil 
These were written in a style which animated their cou 
age, and drew forth their most spirited exertions. Thf 
people of Connecticut, in particular, exerted themaelvi 
in an extraordinary manner. 

A special assemijly was convened on the 8th of MarcB 

at New-Haren, when the right honorahle Mr. Pitt's lell 

Was communicated to the legislature, importing, that 1: 

majesty had nothing more at heart than to repair ^ _ 

losses and disappointments of the last inactive and n^ 

happy campaign, and by the most vigorous and exteosirt! 

eSbrls, lo avert, by the blessings of God upon his ari 

the dangers impending over North America ; and 

doubling but his faithful and brave subjects here w. 

cheerlully co-operate with aod second, to the utmost, 

large expenseiiand extraordinary succors supplied by 

kingdom, for their preservation and defence: And 

his majesty, judging that his colony, together wilb 

sachuaetla Bay, New-Hampshire, Rhode Island. ,i 

York and New- Jersey, were able to furnish twetity 

sand n;eii, to join a bWy of the king's forces for ini 

ing Canada, and carrying the war into the heart of 

enemy's possessions; and that it was hia majeaty'^^i 

lae, that, with all possible despatch, there be nigei- 

".Tge a body of men as the number of inliabitants wi 

How, to begin the operations of the campaign, s 

' practicable. Ami that no encouragement mii 

inting 10 so grciil and salutary an attempt, that 

lommenda Lions would be made to parliament, W 

impensution for Uie expenses of said pTovinceSt t 
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their active vigor and strenuoua effbrtg ahoold ap- 
pear justly to merit. 

The legislature resolved. That, nowiilisiandiiig thia 
colony, when acting with the ecFeral proviuces aforpsaid, 
in ihe Uiree several expeditions undenakon the preceding 
jean, against Crown Point, hath raised a much greater 
Dumher of men than its just proportion, in comparison 
with what they then raised, by raeuiis of which the num- 
ber of men 19 greatly diminished and its strength niucb' 
eihaiHled, yet that nothing be .wanting, on the part of 
this colony, to promote the great and good design propo- 
sed by his majesty, and relying on his royal encourage- 
ineol. five thousand good and effective men, including of- 
fieera, shall be raised within this colony, as soon aa may 
be, for the service aforesaid. It was resolved at the aame 
time, that the assembly is sensible, that it is really more 
than ths Dumber of men this colony can allow, withont 
great difficalty ; and much exceeds tliis colony's propor- 
tion, eren of twenty thousand men, when compared with 
Ifae other provinces. 

It was resolved that the snid five thousand men should 
be formed into four regiments, consisting of twelve com- 
ptnies in each regiment. That tliere should be one colo- 
nel, one lieutenant colonel, one major and^^ne chaplain 
to a regiment. The honorable Phinehas Lyman. Esq. 
>hohad a general's command in I7.w. Nathan Whiting, 
Gm), Eli|ihalcl Dyar, Esq, and John Rcud, Esq. were 
tppoinied colonels, to command the respective regi- 
ments.* The Rev. Messrs. George Beckwitb, Joseph 
Piah, Benjamin Pomeroy and Jonathan Ingeraoll, were 
appointed chaplains. 

To encourage the speedy enlistment of men for the 
•Mvice, the bounty was increased much beyond what it 
W been in former years. All proper mea^iures were 
nilapted to raise (he troops with expedition, and to bars 
them seasonably in the lield. 

' Each colonri nm alloived fort; pouoila for hit t^ble,Ba[l the tk' 
Ml lupport of his chaplaio. Their wage! a* colonKl>. and captiin* 
'' one company WAi Gfleen poiinJa per manlli. The boualf Tor 

ih BBD who would equip himaelf for tha field wai four paondt. 
1 1« mgei were the iBino ai in the preceding yeari. 
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To provide for theexpensea of such a number of ti 
tbe assembly enacted Ihnt thirty thousand pounds l&wfiM 
money in bills of credit, al fife per cent interest, shoukj] 
be immediately printed : and that for a fund for'lhe sinkrl 
ing of said bills, a tax of ei^ht pence on the pound 
ihould be levied an the grand list of the colony to be 
brought in. Anno Domini, 1760. It was provided, how- 
ever, that such monies as should arrive from Great Brit- 
ain for the reimbursement of the expenses of the war, 
should be applied, by the treasurer, for the purpose of 
linking the said bills, and that if a. sullicicnt sum shonid 
arrive before the time fixed for the payment of said toi 
tax, to sink the whole, that then said tax should not be 
levied, and that the act respecting it should be null and 
void. 

That the treasurer might be able to pay the troops on 
their return from the public service, the assembly laid a 
tax of nine pence on the pound on the whole rateable es- 
tate of the calimy, according to the list brought into tbs 
assembly in October last, and ordered that it should bo J 
collected by the last of December then following. And I 
as it was uncertain whether maney would arriv " 
cient to reimburse the expenses of the colony, in 
a committee was appointed tu borrow the sum of 1 
five thousand pounds, to be paid before the 20th of Ma] 
1761. For an ample fund to repay the sum to be boi 
rowed, a tax of five pence on the pound was levied o 
list which should be brought into the assembly in 1751 
to be paid into the treasury by the last of Decembe 
1760. It was enacted also, that any of the notes giv« 
for the money borrowed, might be received in paymei 
of said tax. But, as considerable sums of money ve 
expected from England, for provisions, furnished for tl 
troops under Lord Loudon, in 1756, it was enacted (hi 
said money, aa fast as it should arrive, should be applid 
to discharge the notes given for ihe moaey borrowed 
and that, if a sufficient sum should seasonably arrivs t 
discharge all the notes, that then said tax should not 1 
collected. 

That nothing might be left undone, which could b« al 
tempted for hie majesty's service, the commisiionerB ap 



H THE UNITED STATES. 12! 

pebitet) in October, to meet those fr^'in the other colo- 
Bies, were now auihorised to mePt thpiti at Hartford on 
the I9lh of April, or as n.-ar that time as mi^hl be, to 
consult oil meaaurea for the general safety, and to excitu 
Ibe several colonies to the most vigorous and united ex- 
ertions to carry his mnjeaty's designs into execution.* 
As it appeared by Mr. Pitt's letter, thai major general 
Arabercromhic was chief commander of the trooprt for 
the northern espodition, the Governor was desired to 
fire him the earliest iorormution of the measures adopt- 
ed by the colonies, and their rigorous preparations for an 
early and successful campaign. 

While the colonies were employing the most vigorous 
eiertions for an early campaign, such effc'ctual measures 
had been pursued i:i England, that, in February, (he ar- 
mament designed fur the reduction of Louisburg, was in 
readiness, and sailed for America. Admiral Boscanen 
commanded the naval, and general Amherst the land op- 
erations. Under general Amherst, wis brigadier general 
Wolfe. Thesewere men of singular characters. General 
Amherst had the coolness and abilities of the Roman Fa- 
biua, while general Wolfe possessed Ihe magnanimity and 
Gre of the ^cipios. From such men, great achievi'Uients 
might reasonably be expected ; and thfeir successes equal- 
led the most sanguine expectations. 

Admiral Boscawen and gentral Amherst, with Ihe ai^ 
mament under their command, arrived safely in Ameri- 
ca; and on the 28th of May, the whole Heet, consisting 
of one hundred and tifly-seven sail, with about fourteen 
thousand troops on board, took its departaro from Hftll- 
faE, and on the second of June appeared before Lonis- 
bnrg. For six days the landing of the troops was im- 
practicable. The surf was so great, that no boat could 
ii« near the shoru. On every part of the coast, where 
> landing was judged practicable, the enemy had m&d« 
attesehments ; and, in places most convenient for the 

I' nrpose, they had erected batteries and mounted cannon. 

[ blmn^the whole time alter the discovery of the fleet. 
" ~1 the landing of the troops, the enemy employed 

Is oftlM C0I007 for Marcb Sib, tT£tl. 
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themaelTes in slrengthening their lines. These they 
manned with numerous infantiy. General Amheratt 
with a number of his officers, reconnoilereil the shore. 

On the eighth ihe weather became more favourablei 
though there was yet a great swell and surf. The Ge*'' 
eral, determining not to lose a moment, seized the oppop-. 
tunity. Before the break of day, the troops were ei*' 
barked in three divisions. The admiral and geneiflt 
made their dispositiona with consummate judgment 
To distract the enemy, and draw their attention lo difie: 
ent parts, the dispositions were made in this manner :- 
The dirisiona on the right, and in the centre, were di 
■igned only for feints, while that on the left, was >] 
pointed for the real attack. This was commanded W 
general Wolfe. Before the landing, five frigates, uw 
•otne other ships of war, commenced a furious fire, no* 
only on the centre, but on the right and left of the enemyi,: 
to rake them in their flanks. When these had lired about: 
fifleen minutes, general Wolfe pressed to the BhorAi 
The enemy reserved his fire until the boats w€ *" 

in shore, and then poured upon them the un 
and thunder of their musketry and cannon. Many of th 
boats were overset, and others dashed in pieces. Son 
of llie men were thrown, and others leaped into the wi. 
ter ; and while some were killed, and others drownedt 
the main body, supported and animated by the noble »• 
ample and conduct of their commander, pushed to the 
land, and with such order and resolution rushed on tb* 
enemy, as soon put them into confusion, and drove iheM 
from their entrenchments. When general Wolfe hid 
made good his landing, the centre division having moved 
tu the left, and the right following the centre, the landiiij 
was completed in excellent order. 

For many days the weather was ao bad, and the BWell 
and surf bo great, that scarcely any of the artillery o" 
stores could be landed. It was with great ditheulty Ihi 
even the tents, provisions and implements for the si^ 
were got on shore. The weather was so bad at the tifll 
of landing, and during the siege, that a hundred boal 
were lost in the service. The enemy had fire ships of 
the line, and one or more frigates, in the harbour, and 



■ THE UNITED STATES. 183 

VQuld bring their guna to bear upon tlie iroops, in iheir 
npproacbea. The ground waa exceedingly bud ; in sonw 
places rough, in others boggy, wet, and miry. These 
obslaclee, wiih a brave resiataiice from the enemy, caused 
the siege for some time to proceed slowly. But no di»- 
courageuicnls were judgeil inaurmoun table, by such gen- 
erals as Amherst and Wolfe. By the iwelfib of June, 
general Wotfe had secured ihe point called the light 
house battery, and alt the poets in that quarter. Ott the 
iwenty-fifih, he had silenced ihe island battery ; but ifae 
ihipping in the hiirbour kept up the fire upon him until 
the twenty-first of July. One of the ahipe then look fire 
nnd blew up. This set two others on fire, which burnt to 
the water's edge. This was to iheenemy an irreparable 

By this time general Amherst had made hia approach- 
es near lo the city ; so that he was in good forwardneM 
10 make ludgments on the covered way. The town, in 
many places, was consumed to the ground, and in othf ra, 
was much damaged. The fire of the enemy greatly lan- 
mished, ye( no proposals of ca]iitulation were made- 
One bold HcCion more was necessary to bring them to 
lerma. Thai was lo destroy, or bring off, the ships re- 
maining in llie harbour. For this purpose, the admiral 
lent in a detachment of sis hundred men, under ihe com- 
mand of two enterprising young captains, Laforey and 
llall'our. Between the 2Sth and 26lh of the month, under 
die darkness of the night, they made tlieir way ifarough 
1 terrible fire of cannon and musketry, and, aword iji 
imad took tlie two ships. One ran aground, and wsi 
burul; the other they rowed out of the harbour, in tri- 
.imph. 

The next morning, the governor proposed terms of 
r[i pi tula lion. The garrison, consisting of five thousand 
■I 1 en hundred and thirty-seven men, surrendered priaon- 
: ' i>f war. Cue hundred and Iwenty-one cannon, eighl- 
■ 11 mortars, and large quantities of stores and ammuui- 
' III! were taken. The enemy lost five ships of the line 
ind four frigates, besides olher vessels. Hi. Johns, with 
Liinisburg, was given up, and the English became ta^a- 
Wra of the whole eoast, from Si. Lawrence lo Nova Sco- 
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U«. This waa t)ie moel cffcclnal blon to Fr&nce, whit 
fite bad received since ihe coiumencemeni of thi 
It nns a deep wounil to her navy, and eaiiecially to hi 
cfllonies and inlerests in America- II very much cut ' 

»het comniimication witti Canada, and greatly facililal 
The reduclion of that coiinlry. 
Ab the reduction of Ticonderoga and Crown Poi 
was a favorite o!iject with ihe northern colonies, Um 
jinaAt early and great cstrtioDE for corryiug it into effe*^ 
Ifial execution. Besides thcasHigtancewhich they gave' 
'-ttie leduclion of l.uuisburg, they furnished about t 
uouaaud uoops for tlie northern expedition. These, 
conjtinction with between six and eeveo ibousand regnli 
troopti, had, by the beginning of July, got into La) 
George more than B Ihousand boats an'' batteaux, a fit 
train of artillery, provisions, and every thinj 
for an atlacU on the fortrtssts of the enemy. 

On Uie fifth of July, the army, consisting 6f fift«e 
thoumnd three huiiiJied and ninety efTective mui, < 
barked in nine hundred baileaux, and one hundred ( 
lhirty;fivc whole boats, for Ticonderoga. BesideB, the 
were a number of rafts, on which cannon were mounti 
to covei' the landing of llic troops. Early nest mo 
iDg, they landed at the north end of Lake GeorgeiWJ 
oul opposition. The army formed in four columuBi I 
bngan their maicli for Ticonderoga. But as ihe wo* 
were thick, and ihe guides unskilful, the troops were 
wildered, and ihc columns Jailing in one upon anott 
were entirely brolien. In this confusion. Lord Ho* 
advancing al ihe head of the right centre coh ''" 

with Ihc advanced guard of the enemy, com 
battalion of regulars and a few Indians, who 
fa their advanced camp near the Lake, and w 
talely fleeing from our troops ; but had lost tfieil' » 
aud were bewildered in the same way as ihey were. T 
enemy diacharged, and killed Lord Howe the tirsl fire 
The suddenness of liie attack, the lerriblcness of the 'J 
ijian jell, and ih(; fall of Lord Ho« e, threw l" _ ^ 
who composed the centre columns, into a general pSIl 
and confusion ; but ihc provincials, who flunked thenj 
ajid were acquaiirted with ihiii mode uf fighling, atttffj 
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iheir ground, snd soon defeated (hem. The lot* of Um 
enemy, was about three hundred killed, and one hundred 
nod forty eight taken- Th« loss of the English was h^ 
conitderable- as to numben, but in worth and cttnseqoen- 
ces, it was great. The loss of that gallant officer, Lord 
Howe, was irreparable. From the day of hit unival m 
America, he had couformed himself, and made his Ngv 
meni to confirm, to that kind nf service which the ooui^ 
try reqiured. He was the Jirst to endure hunger tittd f^- 
(igae, ti> encounter danger, and in liacrllire ail prrsonal 
•OBsideratJuns to the public service. While he was ri|i- 
jd in discipline^ by hia tilTabtlity, comleseending and ees; 
■lanners, he conciliated BJleciiun. and commanded uni? or* 
Mlesteero. Indeed, he was considered r«ry much asilk* 
idol and life of the army. The loss of sudi a man, at 
fliidi a time, cannut be estimated. To this, the poviueiftla 
UtnbtiUd the defeat and unhappy consequeiicea wbicb 
foUowed. 

As the troofis for two nights had slept little, were great 
'Ij^fctigaed, and needed refresliment, the (Jcneral order- 
H tlwni to return to (he landing place, where they arri*- 
id at«ight in the morning. 

Colonti Bradstreet was soon after detached with & 
Mrnng corps, to take ptmsession of the saw mill, about 
two mite* from Ticonderoga, which tlie enemy had aban* 
doned. Towards the close of the day, the whole army 
ntfched to the mill. The General having received in. 
formation, that llie garrison at Ticonderug^n consisted of 
tbatitaiz thousand men, and that a reinfuremeol of thr«« 
lluMUid more was daily expected, determined to lose no 
time in attacking tlieir lines. He ordered his engineer 
10 reconnoitre Ihe grouud and iiitrenchmenls of lheeu«- 
mj. IlHeemi that he hadnoiEo approached and exam- 
ined tbeia as to obtain ^uy proper idea of them. H« 
Bade a favorable report of their weakness, and of tha 
facility of forcing them without cannon. On this ground- 
leas report, a rash and fetal resolution was taken, to at- 
tack the lines wiiliuut bringing up the artillery. 

The army advaueed to the ^arge with the greatest in- 
trepidity, and for luure than four houra, with incradibU 
ahaliBacy, maintaiDed the attack- But the works wb«r* 
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the priocipalftltack was inade, were eight or nine 
high, and iiDpregiiH.ble even by field pieces ; and for, 
nearly an hundred yards from the breast-work, tree! 
were felled so ihick, and so wrought togelher with thi ' " 
limbs pointing outward, that it rendered the approach 
Uie troops in a great measure impOBBible. In this dread- 
ful situation, under the fire of about three thousand (^ 
the enemy, these gallant troops were kept, without tiu^ 
least prospect of success, until nearly two teousandwerfl 
killed and wounded. They were then caUed off. T» 
this rash and precipitate attack succeeded a retreat eqnah 
)y unadvised and precipitate. By the evening of ths> 
next day, the army had retreated to their former encamp- 
ment at the south end of Lake George. 

Nothing could have been more contrary to the opin- 
ions, or more mortifying to the feelings of the proTin- 
ciala, than this whole affair. They|viewed the attack iip< 
OQ Uie lines without the artillery as the height of iim<T 
uess. Besides, it was made under every disadvantage UK 
tlie assailants. The enemy's lines were of great extent) 
nearly three quarters of a mile. On the right of th^ 
common path towards south bay, and especi^y on t! 
■orth, they were weak and of little consideration. ] 
both these quarters they might have been approached n 
der the cover of a thick wood. The army was sufficient 
ly numerous to have attacked the lines in their whole ax 
tent at once, or at least in a very great part of them, an^ 
to hare drawn their attention to various parts of theil. 
lines. But, unhappily, the attack was made upon a BmaQ: 
part of them where they were for tlie strongest, and mo4 
inacce:jsib1e. As no attacks or feints were made in oth<v 
parts, the enemy were left to pour their whole fire oni 
■mall spot, while the wliole army could not approach il 
Betides, the general never approached the field, wher 
faia presence was indispensably necessary ; but remainei 
■t the mill, where he could see nothing of llie action, no 
know any tiling only by information at a distance of twi 
miles. By reason of tliis, the troops for hours aftey tbe; 
■bould have been called off, were pushed on to inerilabli 

laughter. 

^p.But eapecially did the provincials reprobals the retrnl 
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Tliey considered ihemeelcea as more thao a roalch for 
the eiiemv, Ehould ttieir pretended reinforccmeiils arrive. 
The arinj. after this bloody aflair. coneisied of fourleen 
thousand effective men. After all tlje ponipoiM accounts 
uf the numbern of the enemy, ihey amounted to littla 
mure than three ihuusand. 'When the general retreated,'' 
he had more than four effective men to one of theirs. 
He had a fine train of artillery, and there were strong 
grounds on which he might have encamped with the nt- 
nOBt safety. 'J'hcre were eminenees nhich commanded 
til tJie works of the enemy, whence he niighi have end- 
Itded their front, and poured dealrui'tion on their whole 
lines and camp. 

The provincial officers were therefore clearly of the 
ai>inion that there was the fairest prospect of succefB, 
Dutwithstanding their misfortune, could the cxpedltioQ 
only beprosecuted with energy and prudence. Bntth* 
pneral look his own way, without advising with tfaemt'l 
ind •ppeared to retreat with the utmost perlurhalinik 
, The general never had been high in the esiimatiaa of 
the provircials after the loss of Oswego ; but nowhft' 
•uiik iuiu contempt. They generally called him Mrs. 
N'abbycrombie, importing that petticoats would mneh 
bettor become him than breeches. To repair as far »• ', 
might be, ihc disaster at Ticonderoga, the general de- ' 
ladled colonel Bradslreet, with three thousand provin- 
«iala, on an expedition against fori Fronlenac. 

With these troops Brodstreel sailed down the Ontario, ■ 
liuded within a mile of the fort, opened hia batteries ond 
in two days forced this important fortress to surrender. 

I while theso events were taking place in the uorthem 
■icpartment, general Forbes, who had been^appointed to 
wminand the expedition to the southward, was advan 
•iQg with great activity and labour, to the eontiuest o 
fort dti Quesne. About eight thousand men had been as- 
'\eneA to this service. In June, the general marched 
from ThTladelpliia for the Ohio, 
in attack however, waa needless, the fort having been 
■ dvMrted by the garrison the evening before the arrival 
I af di» uriny. General Forbes took quiet possession of 
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the place, and repaired the fort, and named it Fort Pitl^ 
in honor to lieerelary Pitt. 

The incredible fatigues of this campaign so broke th9 
eoQslitulion of this vigilant and brave commander, that 
turned to Fliiladelphia in a very enfeebled Elalcf 
'e, after lunguishing a short lime, he died, unirersallji 
nled. 

When general Amherst arrived with his troops at ths. 
lakes, the season was so far advanced, and su:;h a bodf 
of iruopa had been drawn off, fur the expedition undni 
colonel Bradsirect, that he judged it unadvisable to make 
any further attempts against the enemy during that 
paign. 

Nutwithatan'ling the defeat at Ticonderoga, the 
paign closed wiiii great honour and advantage, not only 
to the colonies, but to the nation in general. In thif 
fourth year after the rommcnccment of hostilities, tbt 
English had not only reduced Louisburg, Si. Johns, Bn4 
Fronienac ; but had made themselves the undisturbed 
possessors of that fine tract of country, the contentioa 
fur wiiich had kindled the flames of war in bo general 
and destructive a manuer. i^uccess had attended Ihi^ 
British arms, not only in America, but in almost evcijF 
quarter of the globe. The successes in America, besidef 
many other important advantages, paved the way for that 
series of succesiifu] events, which terminated in ibi 
reduction of Canada. 

Another favourable occurrence of this year, which faa^ 
its influence in that great event, was a general treaty an'' 
pacihcation with all the Indian nations, inhabiting bi 
tween the Appalachian mounlaina and ihe lakes. ThiC 
was completed a,t Enslon, on the eighth of October. 

1749. It ivas proposed to attack Canada, and it wi 
lermined that three powerful armies ahould enter tb* 
country by diiferent routes, and commence an attack at 
the same time. Ueneral Amherst, who commanded OR* 
division, in his route attacked Ticonderoga. Tfie garri* 
■on soon iuri'endereil, as the principal part of them bad 
retired to Crown Point. General Amherst proceeded 
against this place, and took possession of it, but the ena*, 
iny before their arrival, fled to ltl« aux Noix, in the nortl^ | 
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em part of l&ke ChamplBin. The second party, com- 
laanded by general Priileaux, was destined against Nib' 
gara. but he was killed by the bursiin^ of a cohorn. Sir 
William Johnaon. on whom the command now rested, 
successfully put in exerulion the plans of hie lamented 
jiredereHsor ; and on the twenty- fourth of iuly, a genar- 
albatllc took place. The action was warm and bloody, 
and the carnage was great ; but (he conflict waa short, 
vbich placed Niagara in the hands of ihe English. An 
opedilion against (Quebec was the most daring and im- 
pQTtant. That place was- so well siren gthenei^ that aU. 
expeditions against it had failed- It was commanded by 
Montcalm, who was posted below the town, with a strong 
force, and the town was covered by an army of 10,000 
mMi. General Wolfe was determined to try his skill toJ 
this case. He soon look posBcssion of Point Leri, on 
die southern bank of the St. Lawrence, and erected hat- 
l^es. By means of these, he destroyed many houses, 
but made little impression on the furtlG cations oT thfti 
town ; he resolved to quit hia post. 

General Wolfe made several attempts to reduce tha 
place, but they all proved unsuccessful. He also attempt- 
ed (o destroy the shipping; this attempt also proved 
iborlive. Stung with chagrin at his own disappointment, 
graeral Wolfe determined to ascend a precipice of about 
one hundred and seventy-five feel, by which he might 
gain the heights of Abraham. And on the night of the' 
ISlh of September, he dropped down the river, and at 
the break of day, September 13ih, the army was formed 
on Ihe heights of Abraham, ready to meet the enemy, er« 
Montcalm, the French general, was aware of it. 

On the 12th of September, one hour after midnight, 
leoeral Wolfe, with his army, leaving the ships, embark- 
nlin bo^le, and silently dropped down with the curreni, 
Inlending to land a league above cape Diamond, and thus 
'■< gnin the heights of Abraham. But, owing to the ra* 
I'liiiiy oF the current, they fell below their intended place. 
,. Ill disembarked al what is now calli^d Wolfe's cove, « 
^lilf, or a mile and a half, above the city. The operation 
'jn a most critical one— ihey had to navigate in silence, 
ii'wn n rapid stream — to hit upon tha righl place for » 
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Jlwiding, which in the dark, might be easily mistaken-' 
f ihe shore was shelving, and the bank to be ascended tn 
I steep and lofty, and scarcely practicable, even withoi 
opposition. Doubtless, it was this combination of cil 
mstances. which lulled ihe vigilance of the wary an 
icerniog Montcalm : he thought such an ealerprise al 
iriutely un practicable, and therefore had stationed onl 
entinels and pickA guards along this precipitous shore. 
Indeed, the attempt was in the greatest danger of bein 
defeated by an occurrence, which is rery interesting, I 
marking much more emphatically, than dry official ai 
counts can do, the very great delicacy of the transactio) 
Doe of the French sentinels, posted along the shoi 
challenged the English boats in the customary militai 
language of the French ; " Qui nit !" who goes there I ' 
which a captain of Frazer's regiment, who had serred ' 
Holland, and was familiar with the French language ai 
customs, promptly replied, " la France." The next qua 
tion was much more embarrassing, for the sentinel i 
manded, " a quel reginunt I" " to what regiment." 11 
captain, who happened ta know the name of one of tl 
regiments which was up the river, with Bongainvill 
promptly rejoined, " de la Reine," " the queen's." Tl 
■oldier immediately replied, "passe," for he concluded 
once, that this was a French convoy of provisions) whk 
■B the English had learned, from some deserters, was < 
peeled to pass down the river to Quebec. The other si 
tinela were deceived in a similar manner ; but one, la 
credulous than the rest, running down to the watei 
edge, called out, " Fourquoi est ce que tous ne pari 
plus haul f" why dont you speak louder?" The sal 
captain, with perfect self-command, replied, " Tai t 
nous, serons, entendues I" " hush, we shall be overhea 
and discovered," The sentry, satisfied with this ci 
tion, retired. The British boats were on the point of i 
ing fired into, by the captain of one of their ow^ tni 
port ships, who ignorant of what was going on, t 

Ilhem for French ; but general Wolfe perceiving the ei 
fuotion on board, rowed along side in person, and j 
nnled the firing, which would have alarmed the to' 
fand frustrated tlie enterprise, (ieneral Wolfe, althouj 
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peally reduced by a fever, lo which a dysenlery was su- 
pendded, was nevertheless the first nianl6 lefp ashore. 
Hie nigged precipices, full of projections of rocks and 
sf trees, and sliruba growing every where among the 
cli£, into which the bank was broken, presented a moat 
forbidding appearance, and general Wolfe familiarly 
tpeaking lo an ofKcer who stood by, jtM, " I don't be* 
lieve there ia any possibility of gettijp up, but you must 
do your endeavour." There was only a narrow path, 
leading obliquely up the hill ; this had been rendered by 
Ae enemy impasBable, in conseq'ience of being broken 
np by cross ditches, and there was besides an entrench- 
ment B( the top, defended by a captain's guard. This 
guard was easily dispersed, and the troops then pulled 
IbemselTes 'up by taking hold of the boughs and stumpi 
of the trees, and of the projections of the rocks. 

This precipice, (which may be in different places, front 
one hundred and fifty to two hundred feet high,) is still 
Tery rude and rugged, but probably much less so than in 
17^; it can now be surmounted, without very great dif- 
ficulty, by men who are unmolested. 

Wolfe slaking all, upon a very hazardous adventure; 
bad he been discovered prematurely, through a spy, a 
deserter, or an alarmed seniry, his army would hove 
been inevitably lost : but having gained the heights, he 
formed hia troops, and met the enemy in good order. 

Wlieo Montcalm first received informalion that the 
English occupied the heights of Abraham, he was great- 
ly surprised. He saw that a battle was inevitable, and 
prepared to fighti The French advanced briskly ; the 
Engliah reserved their fire, until the enemy were near, 
am then gave it with decisive effect. Early in the en- 
glgemem, Wolfe received a slight wound in his wrist, but 
Unding hia handkerchief around it, he continued H 
fourage his men. 

Soon after this he received another in his groin. This 
h« also concealed, and continued lo urge on his troops, 
umil a third ball pierced his breast, which obliged him to 
quit the command, which fell on Monckton. He was 
.'oon wounded, and the command devolved upon Towbs- 
Wd. At this moment, Montcalm, fighting at the head 
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9<tti waa mortally w<iiinde<l, and general J< 
Sei^uB, Na SMtnd in command, also fell. The loss o( 
'laheircommandera caused the French to give way- Wolfe, 
who wsR reclining hia head on the arm of an officer, Ws8 
aruuned by the cry of " they fly — ihey fly !" the hero 
eagerly asked, " who fly !" being informod the French 
were routed. " ikui," said he, " I die in peace," am' 
pired. ^ 

This death, say^ professor Stillman, has furniahed & 
grand and pathetic subject for the painter, the poet, ths 
historiaa. and undeubiedly, eonfidered as a mere milita- 
ry glory, it is one of the most sublime ihai the annuls of 
wsr afford. In five days after the battle, the city sorrea' 
dered, and received an English garrison. 

lu Sepicmber, 1760. Montreal fell into the hands of 
(he English, and soon n^er, all the French posts in Cana- 
da fell into their power. Thus ended' a war which ha4 
continued six years, which had coat many thousand lifes^ 
and much disireas. In 1763, Nova Scolia, Canada, thr 
of Cape Breton, and all other Islands in the gulfaik 
St. Lawrence, were ceded lo the British crown. 
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REMARKS ON PART SECOND. 



Manners and Cuslutns.— The rapid increase of wealth 
began lo introduce among the colonies the tastes an^ 
fashions of the European couniries, but ihcir contiotK 
ance was short among the Americans. 

Religion. — The Dutch reformed religion geuenll^ 
prevailed in New- York during this period. Shakers ant 
Friends arrived in America. During the French BOJ 
Indian war, infidelity was introduced into the army bf 
the English ofhcers and soldiera who came into din 
country, and from the army it spread through socie^ 
^mienlly.— Population 2,&00,000. 
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CHAPTER VL 

Asummaiy rieio of the Causes that led to the Amcru\:u 

Revolution, 



Although the narrow and illiberal policy of the Bhtisfi 
govemment towards her \oith American colonies, troni 
their first settlement, was calculated to alienate tlie atioi-- 
tions of the colonies from the parent coiintr}*; yt-t from 
' their exposed situation, and habitual loyahy, this im>>t»iili\ 
conduct, long persevered in, produced no sensible iini»n>- 
sion on the Americans: their loyalty and attachment i<> tin 
interest of Britain were not in the smallest degree impnu- 
ed, down to the period of the peace of Paris in 17(>3. \i> 
ver had they shewn so much zeal, or made such o^reat >iu'r\- 
fices in the cause of their covnitry, as during the preordinn 
war; having lost more than twenty-five tliousand mm, » x- 
pended all therevenues they could raise, and involviMl thmi 
selves deeply in debt. Almost the whole burdens < >t' t h r \\ ■ i r 
in America had fallen on the colonies; and their exert inns 
were altogether disproportionate to their means, mul t( imI- 
ed greatly to impoverish and distress them. After ciiihi 
years' arduous struggles, attended with the grcat<'st sjk i ili- 
ces, the successful termination of the war — the dominion f»f 
France in America being reHnquished forever — occasioned 
universal joy throughout the colonies ; they forgot their snl- 
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fdringa and diatrcsacE, in die fair prospects whicb the peM 
nfForded. , J 

But these Papeete were of sliort duration ; the peaces 
Paris folKed aAeiv era in tlie views and conduct of Gm^ 
Britain towards tier colonies in America. The posEessioiu 
.of France, in America, having been ceded to Britain, and 
having no longer any fear of her power in this hemisphere, 
a system of measures was pursued towards the colonies, 
originatingin jealousy, and tending to despotism. As soon 
33 the colonies had fought [heir way to a condition which 
afforded the prospect of rapidly increasing in population 
and wealth, attempts were made to restrict their com- 
mercial and political privileges, and gradually to reduce 
them to the most wretched state of colonial vassalage. 
For a century and a half, the colonies had been left to 
themselves as to taxation ; llieir own local assemblj 
had provided the necessary revenues to defray lhe< 
penses of their govern m c n ta ; and the parliament, 
Great Britain had neither directly or indirectly ever 
tempted to derive a dollar of revenue from Amcrii 
although various acts had from lime to time been pasi 
regulating the trade and commerce of the colonies, 
none of these were designed or regarded, either in 1 
tain or America, as revenue laws. 

But in an inauspicious moment, the British minii 
conceived the idea of tasing the colonies, under the ] 
tence of providing for their protection, but in realit; 
relieve the nation from the immense debt, the weigh 
which hung heavily upon it. This iniquitous smo 
originating with the cabinet was easily introduced i 
pariiament; and in March, 17B4, as a prelude to 
memorable Statnp Act, the house of commons resoh 
" That towards further defraying the necessary expel 
of protecting the colonies, it may be necessary to chfi 
certain stamp duties upon thcTn ; and this resolution ■ 
followed by what was commonly called the Sugar t 
passed on the Sthof April, and introduced bythefolll 
ing truly alarming preamble : — " Whereas it is just 
necessary that a revenue be raised in America, for 
1 fraying the expenses of defending, protecting and s 
[' ring the same ; we, the commons, &c. towards ntb 
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^e same, give nnit grant unto your majesty, after the 
29th day of September, 1764, on clayed Bugar, indigo 
and coffee, of foreign produce, [and vurioua other articles] 
the sum of," &e. This was the first act adopted hy pai- 
liament, for the avowed object of raising a revenue in the 
colonies. The jvstice of this meflBure, which appeared 
so clear to the Britisli parliament, was regarded ia Ameri- 
oppression and tyranny, and occasioned great ex- 
Tl ■ - ■ ■ ' 



and alarm. Tlie deceptive pretension, that the 
revenue was to be raised for the purpose of protecting 
the colonies, was only adding insult to injustice ; as the 
colonics supposed that they were capable of protecting 
themselves, and they apprehended that the object was ra- 
iter under the pretence of affording Ihcm protection, to 
muntain a military force in America, for the purpose of 
dragooning them into submission, and enforcing an un- 
eons li til tional system of taxation ; thereby rendering 
Ihem the instruments of forging their own chainsi This 
act was rendered more disgusting by a provision that the 
money raised by it must be paid in specie, and another, 
that those charged with having violated the revenue laws, 
might be prosecuted in the courts of admiralty ; where- 
by they were deprived of the privilege of trial by ft jury, 
and were liable to be condemned by a single officer of 
the crown, whose salary watt to be paid from the very 
forfeitures decreed by himself. And tliis was not all, or 
eren llie worst ; as the trial was conducted on such priur 
tiples, that the accused, contrary to the well knowa 
iDBxiins of the common law, and repugnant to every _idca 
of justice, was obliged to prove himself innocent, or suf- 
fci' the penalties of the law. These iniquitous procced- 
iiiij's destroyed nil security of property, and left every 
'>iie at the mercy of the minions of the British crown. 
Their pernicious influence was soon felt extensively iu 
lilt' colonies, they no longer regarded Great Rritain as an 
I'l.'Clionateinjther, but vie lye J her in the light of a selfish, 
. niel Bud imperious siep-molher. The designs of the 
: iiiiBtry w*ere penetrated, oiid occasioned great alarm, 
' liich spread wider and wider, until it becHuie universal. 
i'Ke press, that great engine of truth and liberty, ivas 
' illedilito reijuisition ; the subject was ably and elaliy- 
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rately discussed, and the more it was discussed ; and l] 
better it w«s understood, the more strong and determiiifl 
the opposition became. All the colonies petitioned a 
TemonstnUed againil these abnosiona measures, and nu 
of them appointed agents to present their memorials I 
parliament, or the king. 

But notwithstanding the opposition and excitement i 
America, and the remonstrances of the colonieS) ]\£ 
Grenville, who was at the head of the treasury, prepsn 
the Stamp-Bill, and introduced it into parliament in Fel 
rnary, 1766 ; and althougli opposed by all the powers i 
rloqnence, by Alderman Beckford, Mr. Jackson, Coloi 
Barrc, Sir William Meredith and others, it was adopt 
by o great majority ; fifty only voting in opposition, a 
of about three hundred members, who were preset 
On the second reading of the bill, various petitions, n 
only from the colonics, but from the London merchant 
nterested in the American trade, were presented ; bl 
the petitions were not even received, being refused, a 
tire plea that no memorial could be received on a mon 
bill. Having passed both houses of parliament, on 1 
22d of March, the Stamp-Act received the royal assra 
Dr. Frunklin, then in England, as agent ibr PennsjIVj 
nia, Wrote to Charles Thompson, aClerfvards secreta^i 
I ingress — " Thesnn of liberty is set; you must light ti 
ihi. Tampa of industry and economy." Mr. Thompsoi 
III a spirited reply, observed, "That he thought otke 
lights would be lighted tip to resist these un constitution 
al measures." It is unnecessary to add, ibat ihis predit 
iir<n was soon fulfilled. 

This unjust and inipoUtic act was the first great cbus« 
irhich led to the American revolution ; indeed it was sub> | 
siiintially the first scene in the bloody drama of that n 
Inlioti. It was passed in parliament, on the 7th of Frfi»jJ 
niary, 1765, under the ministry of Lord Grenville, and w«^ 
rt'jKoled on the IBth of March, 1766, from the influence oj 
ittr. Pitt. This period of thirteen months was the tnoi 
(.'ventfiil and tumultuous of any which had hitherto oocta 
red ; the apprehensions of the people were roused to tl 
* whest pitch, and the most determined spirit of oppositit 
failed throughout the colonies. The Americans h 
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leved that the act would be passed, and on recsivUig 
~UJg*nce, CTery one was struck with OEtoulslitDent, 
id wilU consternation ; they looked at each other^ 
ramazement, and for a short interval, hesitated what 
rse to pursue ; but soon recovering from their conster- 
ioD, they determined not to submit to such a Hagrant 
rage on their rights. In Boston, the ships in the liar- 
L token of the deepest mourning, suspended their 
^half-mast high^ the bells were wrung muffled; 
e obnoxious act, with a death's head in front of it, 
B motto — " The folly of England and the ruin of 
a," was carried in solemn procession about the 
The discontents soon spread throughout the 
a, and the opposition became general and deler- 
the spirit of the people gave a tone to the colo- 
BemblieBi and bold and decided resolutions were 
i against the iniquitous scheme of parliamentary 
B, Virginia took the lead, and on the 2$Ui of ' 
76&, P'atrick Henry introduced his celebrated rea- 
g into the house of burgesses, which declared that 
abitants of that colony were entitled to, and had 
ed and enjoyed all the rights, liberties and privi- 
' ihe people of Great Britain ; that the general 
y of the colony had always exercised and alone 
1 the power to levy lajtcs and imposts on the 
tsof the colony, and that ihey " were not bound 
obedience lo any law or onlinancc whatsoever, 
to impose any taxation whatever upon them 
a the taw and ordinances of the general assem- 
^ bold and unexpected were these resolutions, 
il&t they were reading, one of the members cried 
liasDn 1 treason !" 

S ^solutions were communicated lo all the colo- 

i the epirit they breathed spread from one legia- 

» anotlier, and their sentiments were reiterated in 

adt^led by the legislatures and the Jreeraen 

g meetings. Committees were appoimed, by the 

Eos of the colonies, to correspond with each 

nd1o meet for consultation ; the object of which 

eeure harmony of feeling and concert of action. 

d a very happy eflecl ; in \Ve 

IS* 
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time, the press teemed with constant publications, 

icating the rights of the colonies ; and many of Ihem 1 

of a highly inflammatory character, caleaJaled to i 

the public mind to the highest pitch. The pulpit I 

particularly in New-England, labored in ihe same a 

with great zeal and effect ; the flame of liberty kin 

from breast to breast, and spread from province to p 

incc, until the conflagration became general. The g 

of opposition ran so high as to break out into acts a 

mult and disorder. In Boston the effigy of Mr.Olivei 

stamp master, was burnt and hta house assailed, pi 

demolished and his furniture destroyed ; and soon t 

the house of William Storer, deputy-register of 

court of admiralty, was attacked, and the books and 

of the court destroyed ; and the house of Benjamin i 

lowell, comptroller of the customs, shared the same 

These outrages were followed by a more bold and di 

attack upon the dwelling of Mr. Hutchinson, lieutei 

governor of the province ; he was obKged to flee tOi 

'his life, and his house was entirely demolished) el 

the walls, and every thing in it destroyed or canie* 

Similar outrages were committed in other places^ 

fConneclicut, Mr. Ingersoll, the slamp oflicer, wbb J 

in effigy in many towns ; and whilst he was procet 

from New-lIaTcn to Hartford, where the aasemblj 

in session, he was pursued and overtaken by a lai^e 

' flGOurae of people, some from more than thirty milesi 

r 'Compelled to resign his office, which was followei 

' three hearty cheers of liberty and property. This 

' riace at Wetlierslield, from whence the people, who ' 

Bieaded by militia officers, proceeded to Hartford, k 

"Mr. Ingersoll was compelled ic read his resignado 

the hearing of the assembly, which was succeede 

iBmS .tie clam atiuns of liberty and property. In I 

I York ^e stamp officer was compelled to resign 

[ Lieutenant Governor Cdklen was burnt in effigy, vi 

[ Stamp bill in his hand, suspended trotn hb avra a 

L and the whole was consumed together. 

1 In the southern colonies, the public leelipg did noti 

[ to the same excesses ; but in all of them, means i 

j/biuift to coinpel the bIukj^ offi££iB iVTesigB;; .mii 
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Qk colonies the Bstcmblies adopted resolutions in oppo- 
ntion to lli« stamp act, ahhoDgh in many of them tlie 
royal governors prorogued and attempted to slop their 
pTocee<lings. The members of the colonial asasemblii 
were animated and enconraged by the people, who, i 
Dost of tiie towns, instructed them to oppose the stamp 
act. But the most important measure to unite the coloa 
niea and give energy and etiect to their opposition, was 
unveiling a continental congress, consisting of deputiea 
tppoinl«d by each colony. This measure was first pro- 
posed by the assembly of Massachusetts. The meeting 
was appointed to be holden in New-York, in October, 
1T8B. All the colonics, excejit New-Hampshire, Virci-' 
Diai North Carolina, and Georgia, sent deputies ; the 
tfiree last of these colonies were prevented by tlieir go- 
vernors, and tbe first excused itself on account of its pe- 
tidiar situatiun. The congress, after mature deliberation^ 
adopted a declaration of rights, and a stMement of tha| 
' grievances of the coliiniea, and asserted in the slrongese. 
Torms, their exemption from all taxes not imposed by 
!hi;ir own representatives. It also prepared a petition to 
il)c house of commons. 

As the first of Novemlier, ^e time when the itamp-act 
uas to go into operation, approached, public feeling be. 
r'-itue still strouger, and was excited to die utmost to pre>^ 
'cut tlie execution of the law. In ^ew York, ten boxed 
fl' stamps, which had arrived there for Cramtcticut, wer| 
seized by the populace and burned ; and in other port^ 
Ibc msEiers of vessels, which brought out stamps, werr^ 
conipeliod Id return with tlieir detestable cargoes, or deliT-i 
tr them up to the pof^ile to be deeiroyed. In Uoston and 
many of tbe principid towns^ the hist of Kovcmber vat 
kepi as a day of mourning and deep diatrejis ; all tbil 
shops were shut, the bells were tolled niufHcd, and the t&-. 
gics'of tlie authors and abettors of tlie act -were carried i 
procession titrough ibQ streets, otid tlien torn to pieci 
and consumed by tlte flames. 

The lawyers -of the supreme court in New Jersey re- 
solved that they would net purchase the stamps in thein 
professional business, aud tliat tlicywould rdiniiuisli tlieii 
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pal merchants in the colonies, and great numbers of o 
cla;sses of the inhabitants, entered into solemn engag 
menta not only to refuse to use the stamps, but also not '• 
import any more'goode from Great Britain until the slan 
act should be repealed. Assaciationa were formed, call 
the " Sons of Liberty," the object of which was, to ass 
and protect with force, if iiecessar}', every one who mig 
be in danger Irom his resistance or opposition to the stau 
act. This bold association originated In New York, ai 
prevailed throughout New Englaud, and, had not the 8 
been repealed, must have led to civil %Far. The restiic 
ive measures produced distress and tumults in England 
large numbers of the uiaoufacturera being thrown out ( 
employment, anJ more than forty thousand, with bl« 
flags, appeared in the streets in London, and surrounti 
the royd palace and parliament house. Fortunately 
change of ministry took place, in consequence of wW 
was called the regency bill, and Lord Grenville was sai 
oeeded by the Marquis of Rockingham, as first lord of di 
treasury, and the Duke of Grafton and General Conva 
were appointed secretaries of state. In January the p 
liament met ; the aS'airs of America occupied the pii' 
pal attention, and the £rst talents of the house weige e] 
ged in the discussion. Mr. Pitt, who bad been coni 
to hiB bed by sickness, when the stamp act was passed, u 
came forward as the great champion of the rights of tl 
Americans, and vith his manly and all powerful eloquence 
opposed the unjust, iinconstiiulionat, and dangerous i 
sure; he even justified the Americans in their resist 
uf an act nf tyranny and oppression. . After 8 lon^ a 
animated discussion, the act was repealed, accompaniett 
howeveT, with a declaration, " that the king and pailia 
meut had, and of right ought to have, full power and an* 
iliority to make laws and statutes of sulfiiiient force ti 
bind the colonies, and his majesty's subjecis in them, iita' 
cases lehatevcr." An act of indemnity was also passed 
The repeal of the ebnoi^ious act occasioned universi 
joy, both in Great Britain and America ; the ships in th 
Thames displayed their colours, and the whole city ( 

Kwae illuminated ; and in tbe colonies, notwitb 
the declaratory bcIi aBfieOingxWsiawiislenfttup 
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wfaich the twa countries were pjafeil, ihereforc. ilie right 
must ha (.'II lure eel, oi- it miisl he cnnaiijered as virtimtly 
:i bit n lion ud. But lliis lintl been once atlL-mpted, withont 
mcceaa ; a more ingeniitus inaik, therefore, miiat he <i»- 
vtic.l, or one less likely to give alarm to the colonies. , 
The stamp duties were a dtrett tar as the duly conatiln- -j 
W tho eniirn vnlue of the sum pud , but a trifling im- 
posl woiilJ not lie prrpetved as the duty wonld scarcelj' 
make any sensible ilifiureucB intiiepriie of the article. 
The bitter pill, which it nas inlended to muke the colo- 
nies awallow, was gilded with sugar The duty wat 
more arii'uliy disguised, than a single impost, ll was, in 
lact, no additional burilen on the consuiners of tea, il 
heing only a rlitieFent mode of col!ccli?ig the duty which 
had before heen paid; yet ihia nlieration of the mode "' 
involved ilie right and power of parliament to esiabligh 
a revenue system in America. Arcurding lo the former 
regulutions, the teas of the India Company were first 
brought to England, where a duty vvas paid befjre ihey 
were sent to the colonics. Tlie scheme was merely to ' 
fhanj^e tlie place and mode of collecting ihe duty; it was 
«j be paiii in America, ingte.nd of England ; for which ^^ 
Burpose custom reeala lioria were estahlidhed, and officers 
^pointed. A duty of three pence on a p^ond of tea, 
jrould not he felt by the people, and this, or rather a 
Pireftler duty, had been paid before in Enoland ; so that, 
insieJid of tbe burdens of the people being increased, 
ihey were rather lightened by this new regulation. 80 " 
srlfuUy disguised was this sdieme. Il is a maxim with 
many politicians, and too generally correct, that the peo- 
ple ivill not be alarmed or excited by any principle, how- 
ever it may be fraught with danger ; that they taast feel 
and Slider,' before their fears will arouse ihe'm into as- 
lion. But this maxim did not hold true wilh the Amer- 
icans ; they saw the danger, and resolved to resist, at 
the hazard of their lives, a principle, calculated to under- 
mine tha foundation of their liberty ; althoogh its opera- 
tion at the time was not felt, in the slightest degree. The 
reaifttauce of the Americans to the scheme ef cullecling' 
a duty on tea in America, instead of England, was tha 
ra&iflUnce of the principle whicb that schema \n.NoVi«^ 
13' -^ 
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(as UDJusl Iaws can only be enforced bjr unjust means,) the 
powera of the court of admiral^ were greatly extended, 
so as to deprive the people of trial bv jury in prosecution! 
for violatiog the revenue laws. Writs of ABsistance, aa 
they were called, issued by the governor, or any officer of 
the revenue, authorized searching the house of the most 
respectable inhabitant in the province, on suspicion of the 
concealment of contraband or smuggled goods. 

Wheu intelbgence of these new potiiewientary regnla- 
tioDs reached America, they occasioned univerEaJ aatoa- 
iehmeut, and revived all the excitement and alarm which 
prevaUed during the stamp act. In. the mlnda of receding 
men they were regarded as more dangerous than that ob- 
noxious act, as aa indirect and disguised system of taxa- 
don had a more certain and fatal tendency to underminS 
the liberties and enslave the people, than direct 
The colonies, assailed by the same injuries, hod rei 
to their former measures of complaint and aup^licatioiii 
but their petitions were not even read, and theu' reotr' 
strancea treated with contempt, thus adding insult to 
justice. These accumulated injuries and indignitit 
od the fears and spirit of the colonies ; and a 
letter, addressed to the other colonies, fay the assc 
Maasacbusetts, contributed to ditfuse the flamo and lei 
concert of action. This letter was dated the 11th of ' 
ruary, 1768, and the seutlments it contoiued were 
ted by most of the colonial assemblies. From the 
and determined conduct of the assembly of MassachuseMl, 
it was prorogued by the governor. Another assemblri 
convened iu M^y following, to wliicli the governor, n 
first communication, insolently demanded of theiU| 
quired by the British Secretary of State, to resw 
resolutions of the prcceiUng assembly, which led 
circular letter, and intimated tliat unless tbef 
immediately, they would be dissolved at onc^ " 
iissemlJy acted witb-a firmness whieb becamfi'' 
era of liberty ; and instead of complying wltli' 
mandate, jietitioncd the king for the removed 
governor, and charged u|>on him a long caisli _ 
crimes. The governor, exasperated at their couducE> 
iuediateiy disaoiveil tlicmuVu\Q\i«: oseuoibly, wui' 
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pTevent the landing of tea ; coinmiuees were appointed 
10 inspect merchanEa' books, propose tests, and make 
use of other means to defeat tlie dcsigiia of Britain. 
Where it coulil be done, the consi^mees of the teas, were 
persuaded or compeiled to resipn, or to bind themsdvea 
not to act in that capacity. The car^o sent to South 
Carolina, was stored, the consignees being conelrained 
10 enter into an engagement not to offer any for sale ; and 
in many of the colonies, the ships were compelled to re- 
turn without discharging their cargoes. So vigorously 
were these measures enforced, that during one year, 
eighty-five pounds was the whole amount of duties re- 
ceived. The teas consumed in the colonies, were prin- 
cipally smuggled into the country, by the Dutch and 
French, who were favored by the inhabitants in evading 
the revenue laws. During the four or five years that the 
new system had been in existence, very trifling quantities 
of teas had been introduced into the colonies, and in- 
stead of the restrictive measures being relaxed as was 
expected in England, they increaK,ed in vigor and efEca- 
racy, and the quantity of tea introduced had constantly 
diminished. 

As had been the case with other matters, of difference 
between the two countries, the principal struggle, grow- 
ing out of the regulations as to tea, occurred at Boston. 
The other provinces had avoided the alternative which 
was reserved for this, of either suffering the leas to be 
disposed of, or to destroy them, by violent means. 
Knowing the spirit of the inhabitants of Boston, the In* 
dia Company had been more cautious as to the cargoea 
shipped for that port, than those sent to the other provin- 
fes ; and the zeal of Governor Hutchinson, and the oth- 
rr officers of the crown there, greatly surpassed that of 
ihe crown ollicers in the other colonies, and was calcu- 
lated to frustrate the measures of the inhabitants. The 
lea ships destined to Boston, were all consigned Uy the 
sons, cousins, and persons who were the msrcst tools of 
Governor Hutchinson. When called on to resign, the 
only aniwer they would give was " that it was not in 
their power." As the consignees could not be induced 
or frightened to resign, the neit plan was, to compel tlie 
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done, nnd there was no other alternative but Bubmissioo^ 

or resistance, as petitions had been tren 

contempt, that lo memorialize any branch of the British 

Stremment would be equivalent to submission ; and 
ere were but two ways of resistance, cither an appeal 
to the sword, or an entire suspension of all commercial 
intercourse with Great Britain, which, as was said by 
Mr. Pitt in his speech, furnished the means whereby 
Britain had carried on the war with France, and which U 
continued, ivould aflbrd the means of their own oppreaa 
aion. As all the colonies were involved in one common 
danger, they readily entered into the most solemn e 
gagements, lliat no British or India goods should be im< 
ported, except a f-.w specified articles of necessary use. 
The effects of these arrangements were soon felt in Eng- 
land, and produced clamors, and even tumults in some 
parts of the kingdom. But the parlizans of the crown 
in America, endeavoured by iheir correspondence, lo in- 
duce the ministry to persevere in their oppressive meas- 
ures, and represented in the strongest tirms, that the in- 
terruption of commerce was only an effort of despera- 
tion, which could not last long. They advised the miniB- 
try, to purchase large qupntitics of goods, designed fi 
the American market, and also to allow the merchdn 
engaged in the American trade, a premium £ 
profits of their stock in business. " If these measures 
are adopted," said Mr. Oliver, secretary in Massachu- 
setts, in one of his letters, "tfie game will soon be xtp 
with my countTyinen." 

The assembly which convened at Boston in May, ttl 

several weeks without doing any business, as they refu- 

■ eed to act as long as an armed force was quartered in the 

town, and surrounded the house where they were in scs- 

L sion ; they were finally adjourned to Cambridge. They 

Kf^taeveral messages lo the governor to have the troops 

"moved, but after evading tiie matter for some lime, he 

4dsred that he had no authority over the king's troops : 

UB admitting that the military was above the civil puw- 

^io the province. Governor Bernard sent a provoking 

lage, stating the expenditures of quartering the troops 

' e town, and requesting that provision be made for 



ed fok 

■hd^P 
to thr 



^P THE UNITED STATES. !« 

Ac same, and alao for iheir future support ; ;he aasetn- 
bly were ihua called on lo maintain the instrumeais by 
which ihcy were to be oppressed and enslaved. But in- 
alead of complying with this request, they passed several 
spirited res olii lions, censuring the conduct of the govern- 
or and General Gage, for their rash and oppressive mea- 
sures, their wanton violations of the constitution, the io- 
troiluction of a standing army in time of peace, and their 
encroachments on the liberties of the citizens and of the 
province. The governor had received an order lo repair 
to England, and lay before the king the state of the col> 
ony ; which he communicated to the assembly, with » re- 
quest that his salary might be continued during his ab- 
sence, as his office would remain. But the assembly in- 
Tormed htm in decided terms, that they could not comply 
with either of his requests. On receiving this answer, 
he immediately, after a short, angry, and threatening 
speech, prorogued the legislature. He soon after set sau ' 
for Europe, thep little thinking that he should never re- 
turn lo a country that by his violent temper and arbitrary 
conduct, he had brought to the brink of civil war. I" 
reception at court convinced the Americans of the truth 
^& what they feared, that the governor had been seutfor, 
V a mischievous emissary, rather than for an impartial 
inquiry into the real situation of the province, or an in- 
vestigation of his own conduct. 

"Hiomaa Hutchinson, the lieu ten ant-govern or, was ap- 
pointed to succeed Governor Bernard. Hutchinson wa< 
a native of Boston, and had run a career of popularity ; 
whilst, however, he was courting the people at home, h« 
u Dotless assiduous in ingratiating himself into the fa- 
ir of the British government, by misrepresenting his 
I countrymen. He was artful and plausible, and possessed 
I of popular talents ; but was insidious, dark, intriguing 
ntd antbitious ; and the extreme of avarice marked c 
ry feature of his character. His appointment was 
Donnced at the close of the year 1709. He immediately- 
mimed a more haughty tone, and aimed at ni«re high 
inded measures than his predecessor, and commenced 
|i adiQinis trail on by informing the assembly ihat he was 
' indent of them and the people, as h\a ia«\««Vl VaA 
13 
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jnaJe provision for liia salary. Secure of tlie furor of 
his sovereign, he treated the people and the assomtly 
with conletnpt,- and auswcred iheir repeated soliciiatione 
to remove the ironps from ihe capilrj, hy withdrawing 
the garrison froni a strong forlresa in the harbour of Bos- 
ton, who were in the pay of the province, and replacing 
ihem by two regimcnta of llie king's troops. The ehul- 
Titions of popular feeling, were bo hi^h as to occasion 
great alarm with the leading patriots, that it wonld break 
out into acts of violence, which might injure the cause 
of the people. The miserable minions of power in 
jVmerica, endeavoured to promote (his result, and openly 
•vowed, "that the only method to restore Iranquiliity, 
was to lake off \\\.e original incendiaries, whose writing 
had instilled the poison of sedition into the people." 
James Olis, the most active, bold, and inllucniial patriot 
of the day, having pnblisiied under his proper, sign nlii re, 
■onic severe stricinrea on the conduct of the of^cers of 
ihg crown, was assaulted in a pubhc room, by a band of 
hired ruffians, with swords and bludgeons ; and being 
novercd with wounds, was left for dead. The assassini 
made their escape, and took refuge on hnard the king' 
ships in the harbor. Mr. Olis survived, but the Ian 
his uudcrEtanding which had glowed wiih such cfiiilgi 
was overcast with clouds and darkness. Mr. John 
ams says that he '■ laid the foundation of the Amerii 
revolution, with an energy, and with those masterly taP 
r.nts which no other man possessed;" and he is justly 
•onsidered as the first martyr to American liberty. 

The insults which the inhabitants fonstanlly e^perien- 
. •ed, from the soldiers, increased their animosity l..word* 
to such a degree, as to lead to violence and blood- 
On the second of March, 1770, an affray took 
btee between a party of soldiers of the BOth regiment, 
hA some rope-makers, in front of Mr. Gray's rope-walk. 
fttis was followed by a more alarming outrage on the 
jp: the indignant populace pressed upon and iniiulted 
Be Boldiers, while under arms, and assailed ihem with 
nhba, sBcks and snow-baUs, covering stones. Being dar- 
11 to fire by the mob, sis of the soldiers discharged their 
*iukcis, which killed ihrcc of the citizens, and wound' 
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f,\ five olhera. The cITect of lliia ivaa electric ; tbc InwM 
was instaiilly in Ci>mini>linii, anil (he ma»>s of the peopb) 
were so exasperfttcO. ihut it requirL-iI llie utmost exer- 
lions to prevent their rallyiLig anil clriTing the British 
inyruiiflgns out of tnwa ; and nijiliin^ but an assurancs 
that the traupa aiioiili! be wiihilrawn, prevented this re- , 
sart to force. The raptairi of the party and eight men 
were brought to lri;il ; two of the men were fauuil gnil- 
ly ; the captain unil the other men were aci^iiitted. A 
general meetinj;" of the iuhabilnrila was immediately aa-i 
seinbled in Fanueil Hall, who unanimously resolved that 
ri >' armed furce should he s!if!erc(Wunger to reside in the 
■ L|iilal ; and a CDmmiitce n-ai appointed to wait on lit* 
, ivernor, and rcqncst the immediate removal of th« 
.roops. The governor refined lo act, under pretence of 
want of aothnrily ; but Ctilonel Dalryinplc, ularmcd at 
lliu Blnte of tilings, proposed to withdraw the 2yili regi- 
ment, wliieli was mi>re culpable than any other ; but h* 
ivas infiirmod that not a soldier should be left in town i- 
intly compelled to comply, and within four; 
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c deepest inipreasiona on the miada Of the pflOr 
UBie anniversary of the m.issacre of llie &tl 
Miir<;h, ITit), was commemoralcd for many years. 



LiL-Mbe anniversary of the m.issacre of llie &th 
, ITit), was commemoralcd for many years, anct 
yrnlions delivered, which unfolded the ble9siu^,'s of civU 



Tilierly, the horrors of slavery, the dangers of standi 
;irmic3, and (he rights of the colonies. 
uraiion^ administered fuel to the lire of liberty, and kept 
it liurnint; with nn inecaaant llamc, and in no small df 
■^rec promoted the canse of the colonies, in a manner^ 
Uiat served to give a deeper glow lo the iliime of libcrtj^ 
In iLc spring of I7Y3, the schooner Gaspce was statioi^ 
I'd at Frovidcncc, to prevent smuggling ; and the conduct 
rif the coiumundet having exasperated the inhabitantii 
lift) hiindrei] men entered on board the schooner at nigh^ 
ind compelled the captain and crew to go ashore, aai 
;[ien set fire lo the vessel. The government olTered a re- 
•Asrd of five hundred pounds, for the apprehension of 
any of the pi-rsons engaged in this oulriige ; but euc^ 
WBa the spirit and unanimity of the people, that this p«» 
..fisimcy-indticament produced no effect, and the autboi^ 
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iho same ailent, solemn and orderly manner, Tnarclied 
back through the town, followed by a vast crowd. No 
niovcmcnta on the part of the government, or distur- 
bance by ihe people, followed this event ; and il wag ob- 
served at the time, that the stillest night succeeded, which 
Boston had enjoyed for several months. 

No persons aasisled the savages, in the destruction of 
the tea, except some boys or young men, who had assem- 
bled on the occasion, and vptuntarily took a part in whal 
was going on ; one of thes'e youths, collected the lea 
which fell into his own shoes and thnae of several of hii 
companions, pul in a phial and sealed it tip ; which it 
now in his possession, containing the same obnoxious tea, 
which in this insbmccwas considered as more dangerous 
to the political health and constitution of the people, even 
than strong drink. The number of savages, manufaetn- 
red /'or the occasion, has been variously estimated, from 
sixty to eighty; although several persons have been mei(- 
tioned as among the number, none of them have ever 
been known with certainty ; there are many and obvious 
reasons, why secrecy then, and concealment since were 
necessary. Not any of those who it has been conGdenl- 
ly asserted were of the party have admitted the fact ex- 
cept some of the boys. Nearly all of the disguised pB^ 
sons have left this scene of strife, and Iheir secret hu 
died with them ; and what few remain, if any, will pro- 
bably be as prudent as those who have gone before thei 
and like them will suffer their knowledge to be burled wi 
them, so that the greatest secret will shortly be beyal 
the reach of human research. The success of llii 
bold and daring measure, astonished Governor HutcU 
son and the British party, and seemed to convince hiiib 
that the " Sons of Liberty" were not quite so contempti- 
ble as he had represented them in his letters to the mini^ 
try ; and it even astonished the whigs, in the other eolD* 
nies, and contributed to fan the Uames of liberty, sri 
give them a deeper glow, and more intense heat. 

When the intelligence of this event reached England 
accompanied with all the exaggeration and colourin| 
which Hutchinson could give to it, it produced the n> 
most excitement, and indignation with the mimst«iitl 
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{tarty, and even the opponents of the American revenue 

system, could not justify so rash and ilesperate a measure. 
I^rliament at once determined to crush the devoted town, 
which was the seat and cause of ihia high handed rcsis- 
Unce to its supremacy. Its omnipotent power, and all 
the terrors of ilu wrath, were to be concentrated and di* 
rected against this rebellious town. A bill was immedi- 
ately introduced to " discontinue the landing and dis- 
charging, landing and shipping of goods, wares and mer- 
chandise, at the town of Boston, or within the harbor." 
This bill, called the " Boston Port Bill," passed on the 
25th of March, 1774, and when it was known, threw the 
inhabitants into the utmost consternation. A general 
meeting was called, and spirited resolutions adopted, ex- 
pressire, in strong terms, of their sense of the oppressive 
measure, and they requested all the colonies to unite in 
an engagement to discontinue all importations from Great 
Britain ; and most of the colonics resolved to make com- 
mon cause with Massachusetts, in her opposition to the 
unconstitutional measures of parliament. The first of 
June, when the port bill was to go into opeiftfcn was ^ 
appointed to be kept as a day of fasting and prayer. 
This act was soon followed by another, " for the beltpr 
regnlating government in the province of Maesachusetta 
flay;" the object of which was to alter the charter, so 
as to make the judges and sheriffs dependant on the king, 
lad removeable at his pleasure. And this act was soon 
succeeded by another, which provided, that any persons 
iudicled for murder, or other capital offence, committed 
iaaiiling the magistrates, in enforcing the laws, might b« 
»enl by the governor either to any other colony, or to 
Great Britain for his trial. The Quebec Bill followed in 
rapid aticcession, enlarging the bounds of that province, 
ind conferring many privileges on the Roman Catholics; 
;be design of which was to secure the attachment of that 
irovince, and prevent its joiuin? with the colonies in 
heir measures of resistance. These measures, instead 
tf intimidating tlie colonies into submission, only cod- 
iimed their fears of the settled designs of Great Britain 
o deprive them of their chartered rights, and reduce ihs 
loloiues to the lowest state of political degradation and 
''- 14 
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oppression. A sense of common danger led to e 
tensive correspondence, which resulted in the opinie 
that it was expedient to convene a general congress, 
consist of deputies from all the colonics. This congt 
met at Philadelphia on the 6th of September, 1774 ; i 
comprised among its memheri, some of the most dig 
guishcd patriots, statesmen and orators in this counlry, i 
perhaps in any other. No th with standing the ferm^ 
which prevailed in most of tlie colonies, tlieir procee 
inga were characterized by coolness, unanimity and fin 

They published a long and solemn declaration ofrigh 
as.British subjects, and maintained, in the strongest lent 
their exemption from taxation by parliament ; beaid 
which, they prepared a petition to Uie king, which n' 
refused to be answered ; an address to the people 
Great Britain, and another to the people of Amerit 
These documents were drawn up with a masterly hai 
and exhibited great dignity and ability, and were in eV 
ry resjyyt worthy of the men who had confided to th< 
the liberties of their country, and the deatiniea of thi 
millions ef their countrymen, threatened with slai 

The proceedings of congress did not tend to allay pi 
lie feeling, and as the royal agents in MaseacnuBli 
seemed determined to push matters to extremities, K 
reduce the people to unconditional submission, by arl 
trary and forcible means, every thing now wore the i 
pearance of civil war. A new council, and new jiid( 
were appointed by the crown ; and the latter attempt 
to enter upon the execution of their offices ; but die j 
ries refused to be sworn under them ; the people in sol 
counties assembled to prevent their proceedings, snit 
Berkshire succeeded, in thus setting an example, wia 
was afterwards followed by Shays' men, in violation'! 
tlie laws of the state, About this time the famous " T' 
of Liberty," in Boston, which had been pnmed and 
namented with so much pride and care, " fell a rietioi 
British vengeance, or to some individual to whom 
shade had become oflensivc." 

Previously to this period. General Gage had snccee) 
Hutchinson as Goveraor of MassachusetCa ; aadi apf 
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^landing danger from a general muater of the militia, he 
caused ihe magazines and ammunition at Charleatown 
and Cambridge, to be removed to Boston, and fortified 
the neck of land which joins Boston to the main land, at 
Koxbury. These meaaureg occasioned a universal panic; 
delegates from all the towns in the county of Suffolk met, 
and spirited reaolulions, and a remonstrance to the Go- 
vernor, were adopted. The General assembly had been 
summoned to qicet at Salem ; but from the turbulence of 
the times, the governor issued his proclamation, counter- 
manding their meeting ; yet, in defiance of the gover- 
nor's mandate, ninety members met, resolved themselves ' 
into a provincial congress, chose Mr. Hancock president, 
and adjourned to Concord, nineteen miles from Boston. 
They fearlessly proceeded to business ; after addressing 
the governor, and reiteroting their grievaneea ; in the 
face of British law and British troops, they proceeded to 
adopt the first measures, which were taken, directly and 
avowedly preparatory to an appeal to the sword, in de- 
fence of their rights and liberties. They regulated the 
militia, made provision for furnishing the people \rith 
arms, and for supplying the treasury ; and such was the 
enthusiasm of the people, that their recommendations had 
the force of law. Governor Gage was filled with rage at 
these daring proceedings, and issued a proclamation, in 
which he insinuated that ihey amounted to rebellion. 

l^arly in (775, parUament passed the fishery bills, 
which prohibited the colonies from troding in fish with 
Great Britain, Ireland and the West Indies, and from to- 
king fiah on tlie banks of Newfoundland. These acta 
were intended to operate on the town of Boston, which 
had become the devoted object of ministerial wrath. 
The various statutes, wliich were passed, occasioned deep 
and general distress in Boston and its vicinity ; but their 
brethren in the other colonies sympathized with iheoi, and 
promptly supplied them with provisions of every descrip- 
tion for the relief of the sufferers. 

This policy of the British government was not only 
oppressive, but mean and contemptible. Partial legisla- 
tion is always odious and tyrannical ; yet it consisted 
vith the justice and dignity of the British nation; and 
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a series of acts were pasHed, and the power of ihe nation 
exerted, to cruah the town of Boston, because it had 
shown a more determined spirit of resistance to iheir 
oppressive and unconstitutional meaaurea than had ap- 
peared in other places. The ministry were not sensible 
that the colonies considered ihcraselveB a]] engaged in a 
common cause ; they were in hopes to humble and crush 
the rebellious inhabitants of that devoted town, which 
they thought would be such a terrific example as would 
frighten %]] the colonies into submission. But their 
wicked designs recoiled on the heads of their authors ; 
for these oppressive measures towards the Bostoniani 
only served to exasperate the people throughout all ths 
colonies, ~\Tho regarded them as cruel and detestable. 

In March 1T75, the public indignation was greatly ex- 
cited by the following base and most shameful transac- 
tions : — 

" The people from the counlrj', M-hose business called 
them into Boston, were suspected by the officers of pur- 
chasing guns from their soldiers. In order to furnish an 
opportunity to inflict punishment, and to raise occasion 
for a serious quarrel. Lieutenant Colonel Nesbit, of the 
forty seventh regiment, ordered a soldier to ofler a coun- 
trymen an old rusty m'usket. A man from Billerica was 
caught by this habit, and purchased the gun for three dol- 
lars. The unfortunate man was immediately seized by 
Ncsbit and confined in the guard house all night. I^rly 
next morning they stripped him entirely naked, covered 
him over with warm tar, and then with feathers, placed 
him on a cart and conducted him through the streets as 
far as liberty tree, where the people began to collect in 
vast numbers, and the military, fearing for their safety, 
dismissed the man, and retreated to their barracks. The 
party consisted of about thirty grenadiers, with fixed 
bayonets, twenty drums and fifes playing the rogue's 
march, headed by the redoubtable Hesbit with a drawn 
sword 1 What an honorable deed for a British field offi- 
cer and grenadiers ! The select men of Bellerica remon- 
strated with General Gage respecting this outrage, but 
obtained no salisfactiou. 
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The breach between Britain and the colonies had now . 
become so wide, as with the mass of the people, nearly 
to exclude nil ideas of conciliation ; and both parties be- 
gan to make preparations for an appeal to the sword. 
No allernatire was left the Americans )>ul glavery, or re- 
sistance by force ; measures were adopted for training 
the mllitta to the use of arms, to encournge the manufac- 
ture of gun powder, and for collecting all kinds of mili- 
tary stores; and committees of public safety were ap- 
pointed in all the towns in the province. The British 
government sent out a reinlbrccment of troops to Boston, 
and in the mean time Governor Gage attempted to coun- 
teract tho designs and measures of the provincials, and 
particululy to seize and destroy their military stores, and 
thus deprive them of the means of resistance. To de- 
stroy their military stores at Concord, General Gage de- 
spatched in a secret manner, a reg;iment of grenadiers, 
who undertook to disperse, and fired upon a parly of mi- 
litia Bl Lexington, several of whom were killed, which 
was the^wi! blood spill in that memorable war and revo- 
lution, that separated Great Britain and America forever ; 
and gave to the latter, not only a rank among the nations 
of the eariL, but what only can exalt a nation — Liberty 
and free institutions, which are the durable foundations 
of its glory "and rbing prosperity ; its IrunquiUity and 
happiness, its increasing population and wealth, the ra- 
pidity of which is unei:ampled in the annals of the world. 
Thus, dear reader, I have given you a summary view 
'if the causes which led to the American revolution. I 
shall commence the revolution by giving you an account 
of the battle of Lexington. 

On the 18th of April, 1775, Lieut. Colonel Smith and 
Major Pitcairu left Boston with 800 chosen men from the 
British army, for the purpose of destroying the A 
''an stores al Concord. On their arrival at Lexington, 
ihey found about seventy militia under arms upon the 
ifreen. Major Pitcairn, peeing the Americans on parade, 
rude up to them, and exclaimed, disperse, you rebels, 
throw down your arms, and disperse. His orders not 
being instantly obeyed, he discharged his own pistol, and 
ordered his men to fire. His orders were obeyed, and 
14' 
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three of the Americans were killed. The detachment 
proceeded to Concord. The militia of that town had 
also assembled to oppose thorn, but their number was so 
small (hat they retired and waited for aid from the neigh- 
boring towns. The British destroyed all the storeB that 
were to be found, and then began their retreat towards 
Lexington. But the whole coimtry was in arms, and 
pressed upon their rear. The Americans kept up a cod* 
tinual tire from behind hedges, stone walls, etc. Majoi 
Fitcairn, fearing liis carcass would be picked from bSi 
horse, dismounted, and led his division on foot ; but bif 
horse and equipments were taken by the provincials. At 
sunset, the regulars, overcome with fatigue, secured 
their retreat over Charlestown neck, and found^on fiiu 
ker'a Hill a place of security and repose. 

The toss of the British in killed, wounded and take) 
prisoners, amounted to 373, while the American loss >l 
killed, wounded and missing, was only 88. 

The battle of Lesingtou spread like a conflagratioi 
and aroused the hardy sons of the country to a inanfi 
resistance. The agriculturist left his plough in the foi 
row, and the mechanic dropped his tools in the shop, an 
Ihe great mass of the people repaired to Bostoa witi 
such arms as could be found. Within a few days a lar^ 
army was collected under the command of generals WaJH 
and Putnam. This alarmed general Gage for the safe^ 
of his garrison. When the tidings of these events resnb 
ed the south, the population were aroused to the contei 
with the same animated zeal which had hcen displays 
at the north, and the tocsin of alarm spread far and widi 
through (he country. 

On the 38lh of April, 1776, the provincial congress of 
Massachusetts issued the following general circular : 

" We conjure you by all thai is dear, by all that ia sa- 
cred, that yon give all possible assistance in forming ita 
army, in defence of the country. Our all is at stake. 
Death and destruction are the certain consequences of 
delay. Every moment is infinitely precious; an hour 
lost, may deluge your country in blood, and entail perpi 
tual slavery upon the few of your posterity that survn 
the carnngc. We beg and entreat, as you will answer it 



■ THE UNITED STATES. 167 

10 foiir country, to your conscii>nces, and above all, aa ' 
you will answer it lo your God, that you will hasten, by 
all possible means, the enlistment of men, to form an I 
army ; anil send them forward to head quarters, at Cam- I 
bridge with I hat. exhibition, which the vast importance, 
and instant urgency of the aflairs demands." J 

This, as might be expected, aroused the energies oli) 
the country and inspired the people with the muai bero't 
ic feelings. The call was promptly obeyed, and the soai 
of liberty enlisted themselves with the greatest atacritjr 
for the defence of their rights. 

The responsibilities which now reeled on the fathers- j 
of the revolution were greaCand their services important. 
They had to embody and discipline new and inex{>eri- 
enced troops, bring order out of confusion, and lo supply 
both arms and ammunition, being without funds, and al- 
most without authority to reRiat tliem. Besides this, the 
army was to be supplied with provisions, in the face of s 
formidable, well disciplined, and well furnished enemy. 
But the zeal and ability of the olEcers were equal to the 
crisis. Of some it is even recorded, that for a succes- 
sion of days and nights, they were constantly at the head 
of iheir respective guards, without a change of raiment. 

At this critical epoch. General Ward directed colonel 
Ethan Allen to raise four hundred Green Mountain Boys, 
on (he New-Hampshire grants, since then composing the 
ttate now called Vermont. With this force he was to 
turprise the garrisons of the English on lake Champlnio. 
The colonel raised two hundred and thirty of the number, 
with which force he repaired to Caslleton, where he met 
one hnndred an seventy-two more, by concert with cer- 
tain ulticers of the militia. In iliis plan Dean, Wooater, 
ajid Parsons, with others in Connecticut, co-operated, 
and sentinels were posted on ihe dilferent routes to Ti- 
eooderoga, to intercept intelligence of the intentions of 
the Americans. 

About this lime. Colonel Benedict Arnold, who had 
arrifed lo assist in the enterprise, consented t 
ooucerl with colonel Allen, and no uon^ccssary i 
prevented them from moving forward lo the object w 
lliey detennined lo accomplish. 
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Colonel AUen crossed the lake on the lOth of May, 
with a detachment of only eighty three men, with whidl 
he attacked fort Ticonderoga early in (he merniDg,. 
With this Bmali number he rushed into the fort, whi& 
the garrison was asleep. Captain Delaplace was order- 
ed to surrender the garrison instantly, as he wonld save 
them from immediate destruction. The captain inquired 
by what authority, to whom colonel Allen replied — " fa 
the name of the Great Jehovah, and the continental Con- 
gress." Tlie fort was immediately surrendered, and the 
soldiers paraded without arms. The prisoners consiated 
of four ollicers, forty-four privates, with several women 
and children, who were sent into Connecticut for secn- 
rity. 

The fruits of this victory were — 120 iron cannon, 50 
swivels, more than three tons of balls, two ten inch mor- 
tars, and a quantity of sheila, flints, gun carriages, pow- 
der, flour, pork, etc. with two brass cannon, and many 
other valuables. 

With the remainder of the party. Colonel Seth War. 
ner, a native nf Connecticut, crossed the lake, and took' 
the fortress of Crown Point hy surprise, with more than 
one hundred pieces of cannon. Colonel Arnold, wha 
had embarked on the lake, in a small schooner, captured 
an English armed vessel, and returned to Ticonderoga 
with his prize. Thus was a free commuuicaiion with 
Canada secured by the command of ihe lake. 

While the tide of success thus waited on the American 
arms in the north, general Gage contemplated an attack 
upon the American troops at Roxbury, under the com> 
mand of general Thomas. The number of troops st 
this place, amounted in all, to but seven hundred militia. 
and they were nearly destitute of both amis and ammu- 
nition. What was wanting in force, however, was sup- 
plied by sti-atagem. The Americans were marched 
round a hill in full view of the enemy, and displayed to 
such advantage through the day, that the British general - 
was completely hoaxed, and the attack was not made. 
Reinforcements soon arrived, and the place was saved. 

The success which attended the American arms in 
their frequent skirmishes with the foraging parties of th« 
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Kitisfa) among the smalt ialanils which abound in MaBaa- 
chusetts bay, gave them confidence and courage to face 
the English forces with confidence and succceb in more 
important tinder takings. 

On the 23th of ibe month, the three British generals, 
Howe, Clinton, and Burgoyne, arrived at Boston. They 
were able and experienced, and lo them was coramitied 
the task of putting down all opposition, and of bringing 
the revolted colonists to a state of absolute and uncondi- 
tional submission, during the first campaign. 

Two days after this, the provincials, under Putnam and 
Warren, defeated a strong force of the enemy on the 
islands, and destroyed the Tessel, armed and stationed 
far their defence. The same success attended their arms 
on the 30th. and the British were greatly distressed by a 
removal of the cattle from the island, and the communi- 
caUon with Boston was now closod. 

On the part of the continentals, the sufferings were 
•cvere. The small pox had been communicated from 
Boston, and raged in the army to an alarming degree. 
Monuy was exceedingly scarce ; and the whole force, in- 
cluding officers and soldifra, did not exceed eight thou- 
land. Under all their disc'iurngements, and in their un- 
disciplined slate, nothing (."ould keep them together, but 
ilie most ardent zeal for the cause of their common coun- 

A proclamation was issued by General O'age, on the 
I ISlb of June, in the king's name, offering a general 
UDoestTi excluding only John Hancock and Samuel Ad- 
toK. ^hose who should refuse these gracious offera, or 
correspond with, or aid and assist the refractory, were 
ilBnounced as rebels, and ifareatcned to be treated as such. 
Martial law was also declared in the province. 

The proclamation was very properly considered as a 
poblic declaration of war, and the precursor of hostile 
operationG, and the enemy was watched with the utmost 
tigiiance. Colonel Prescott, with a detachment of one 
Ibotuand men, was ordered to fortify Bunker's Hill, in 
Charlestown ; but as the operation was in the night, he 
fortified a place which lay contiguous to it, called Breed' 
liill, wtiich wae nearer to Boslom The boldness of this 
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movement both perplexed anil astonished general Oi 
who saw that il jeopardized his own safety in Bob 
He determined to dislodge them from this position n 
out delay ; and on the 17th, about noon, he detach 
train of artillery, ten compauies of grenadiers, and 
battalions of infEtntry, for this purpose. On ihiB i 
sion. Major general llowe and Brigadier general f 
commanded. Al Charlestown, a re-inforccment a 
to their members, and the force amounted to three I 
sand men. This force formed on the beach, and mi 
ing in battle array, a terrible cannonade was c 
The first shock of the battle was firmly suataioj 
colonel Prescoll, aided by colonel Stark of New 1 
shire, and captain Norton, of Connecticut. The A 
menl was soon joined by generals Fumam, WarreOj 
Pomeroy, who imparted enthusiasm and energy t< 
conflict. Charlestown was wrapped in flames U 
British advanced. 

In imitation of the heroes on the plains of Abrs 
the fire of the Americans was reserved until the Eb 
arrived to within seventy yards. A well directed £ 
musketry was then opened, which spread destrudttt 
the ranks of the assailants, and kept them in ( ' 
The discharge of the muskelry was dreadful, and t) 
emy fled in disorder. The chagrin and morlificaiid 
the officers was extreme, and the men were rallh 
another charge. They were again repulsed, cut U 
ces, and put to the rout. At this crisis, general Cli 
came up, and the troops bein^ once more rallied, ivi 
ed the charge, anil the carnage became dreadful, 
time was a critical one. The powder of the pn 
cials was nearly expended, and the cartridges of the 
were searched, (hat the fire might be continued, 4 
their wings were outflanked by the enemy, and 
trenches were exposed to a raking fire from the I" 
artiOery. 

A terrible cannonade was now commenced from 
British ships and batteries, and the exertions of the 
tny were redoubled. The troops were pressed di 
the swords and bayonets in the rear, and the point 
""rit/s/i bayonela were met by clubbed muskets, i 
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saovement both perplexed and aBtonished general Gagu 
vho saw that it jeopardized his own Bafety in Boston 
He determined to dislodge ihem from this position wiU^ 
out delay ; and on the 17th, about noon, he detached, 
train of artilleryt ten companiea of grenadiersi and foi 
baltaliona of infantry, for thia purpose. On this oca 
sion, Major general Howe and Brigadier general Pigf 
commanded. At Charlestown, a re-inforcoment ado^_^ 
to (heir members, and the force amounted to three tho]| 
sand men. This force formed on the beach, and march 
ing in battle array, a terrible cannonade was commenced 
The first shook of the battle was tirmly sustained 
colonel Prescott, aided by colonel Stark of New Uamng 
shire, and captain Norton, of Connecticut. The detail 
ment was soon joined by generals Putnam, Warren, mil 
Pomeroy, who imparted enthusiasm and energy to thi 
conflict. Charlestown was wrapped in flames as tt 
British advanced. 

In imitation of the heroes on the plains of Abrabaia 
the fire of the Americans was reserved until theEnglia 
arrived to within seventy yords. A well directed lite 
musketry was then opened, which spread destructioUx, 
the ranks of the assailants, and kept them in chedK 
The discharge of the musketry was dreadful, and the eB» 
emy fled in disorder. The chagrin and mortification of 
the oflicora was extreme, and the men were rallied ta 
another charge. They were again repulsed, cut to pie- 
ces, and put to the rout. At this crisis, general Clinlofi 
came up, and the troops being once more rallied, renen- 
ed the charge, anrl the cnrunge became dreadful. The 
time was a critical one. The powder of the prorin-' 
cials was nearly expended, and the cartridges of the d< " ' 
were searched, that the tire might be continued, wl 
(heir wings were outflanked by the enemy, and tl 
trenches were exposed to a raking fire from the Brif' 
artillery. 

A terrible cannonade was now commenced from tl 
British shijis and batteries, and the exertions of the ei 
my were redoubled. The troops were pressed on I 
the Bwords and bayonets in the rear, and the points 
British bayonets were met by clubbed muskets, ual 
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nuiDll>er9 prevailed, nnd the Americans were compelled 
to retire. The retreat was condiirled in good order, and 
the camp si Cambridge was regained, under a well di- 
rected fire from shtpa and balieries, which mked them 
severely as they crossed over the neck at Charleatown. 

Of this bqltle it may be said, that in all the recorda c 
British ralour, not one action occurred, in which the^ 
were met by a more dauntless courage, or a more obsti- 
nate resistance, or in which they obtained a harder vii 
lory. 

In this battle, the Americans lost 139 killed, 278 wound- 
ed, and 36 missing ; in all 463. Among the killed, were 
Gen. Warren, Col Gardner, Lieut. Col. Parker, and Ma- 
jors Moore and McClaaey, whose loss to the nation wu 
-severely felt, and shed a gloom over the country. 

The British loss, aa reported by General Gage, was 
9S6 killed, nineteen of whom were commissioned offi- 
cers, and seventy officers wounded. Total loss of the 
British, 1054. 

The result of the American loss in this battle, is said, 
to equal that of Wolfe in the capture of Quebec, but in 
the tosB of officers, it stands as eighteen to thirteen in 
killed, and as seventy to sixty-six in wounded. From 
this some estimate can be made of the comparative re 
sistance in the two conflicts. 

On the lOlh of May — the day on which Col. Allen de^ 
ninded the surrender of Ticonderoga in the name 
the American Congress, that illustrious body assemblei 
in Philadelphia, and commenced its session. The Hon 
Peyton Randolph was re-appoinled President, and 
Carles Thompson, Secretary. 

. to June, by a special resolve, the Congress interdicted 
dl intercourse with the enemy, and assumed the style at 
tfae Twelve United Colonics, under sanction of vphich, 
day of fasting was appointed for the 30th of July follot 
tag. On the l&th. Gen. Washington, then » member 
frtini Virginia, was appointed to the responsible statioa 
of Commander in Chief of the American forces. He 
accepted the trust with great diffidence. In reply to the 
President, after accepting the appointment, he added— 
" But lest seme unlucky event should happen unfavorable 
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in chief. The right rested on Roxbury, onder General 
Ward, and ihe left was securely posted on l*rospct't Hill, 
Qnder general Lee. About 3000 men filled ihe inlcrrae- 
diate spaces, under the command of gonernl Putnnm and 
others. The American army, thus posted, held a con- 
trolling power, which left the Britiish in a state of sle^e. 
or Hi least of a. land blockade. 

On the l4th nnd 22d of June, Congress ordered a bat- 
talion of riflemen tn be raised in Virginia and Pennsyl- 
vania, and such was (he spirit of patriotism in these 
States, that on the 7th of August, they were raised, ac- 
coutred and embodied with the army, without drawing on 
the public treasury for a single cent. 

At this time the wants of the army were truly embar- 
rassing, and exposed the Americans to great danger, in 
ihe event of an attack, which was anticipated. Amoni; 
the most important, were the want of ammunition and 
bayonets. Camp equipage and engineers were in great 
request, and the disallbction of officers, occasioned by 
certain appointments of Congress, were truly dislTeseing. 
Added to this, that many of the troops were lo be dis- 
banded in November, and tlie longest term of servicp 
would close with the year. . But the zeal which was the 
fruit of a righteona cause, prevailed, and they were en- 
abled io conquer their difHcullies. Had the enemv 
known their vulnerable points the result might have been 
very different. 

The British force had lately been augmented by a re- 
inforcement of 6000 men, and the commander in chief 
tit course called a council to settle on a plan of opera- 
tions for the summer campaign. This council determin- 
ed on a blockade as the want of ammunition precluded 
the idea of an assault on the t(tfni. Of ihe British force 
it had been well ascertained, that since the 19th of April 
2500 of the army had, by various means been lost, and it 
was thought that before the recruits should arrive in the 
spring the army would i>e much weakened. 

About this lime, an invitation was sent to New York. 
by general Gage, to enlist as volunteers ihe foreign sea- 
man who might be there. In October, Falmouth, in 
HsssBchosetls, was burnt by order ol ftie 'Cffl^\^ ^>:in- 
16 
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eminent, which directed that the towns on the eea eoaal 
uhould be laid waste for the sin of rebellion. But thg 
step was as impolitic as it ivas inhuman. The flanies o 
Falmouth, like those of Chorlestown, roused the spirit 
of the colonies afresh, and called forth more union and 
greater exertiona. Frigates and privateers were litled,. 
for sea and commiaaioned against the commerce of th« 
enemy, and two battaliona of marines were raised for that 
service. Cruisers were sent out to intercept supplies (oi 
the British — a spiiit of adventure wna raised, and success 
attended them. Capt. Manley, of the privateer Lee 
look a rich store ship laden with supplies for the army ii 
Boston, which encouraged the Americans, in proportioni 
us it disheartened and distressed the enemy, for whoM 
use the supplies were much needed. 

On hearing tidings of the battle at Lexingtjin. th^ 
spirit of South Carolina awakened to the situation of thq 
nation. Her provincial Congress was convened, and thfl 
following covenant was passed by an unanimous rcsoln* 
lion. 

" Thoroughly convinced, that under our present di9< 

tressed circumstance a, we shall be justified before God 

and man, in resisting force by force : We do unite oni 

selves under every tie of religion and honour, and assO 

ciate as a band of brothers, in defence of our injurec 

country, against every foe ; hereby solemnly engaging', 

tliat whenever our continental or provincial coundli 

shall decree it necessary, we will go forth and be read] 

to sacrifice onr lives and fortunes to secure her defend 

1 and safety. This covenant to continue in force, untQi 

L reconciliation shall lake place between Great Britain and 

' merico, upon constitutional principles ; an event which 

e Biost heartily desire. And we will hold those persons 

BWrimiual to the liberty of theae colonies, who shall refuse 

Qto subscribe to this aasociation." 

The result of this resolution was such as niiglit be ei- 
Epected. Two regiments of infantry, and one of rangers 
Jwas raised for common defence, and the language of the 
[ day was in unison with that of the other colonies, nearer 
I tfae seat of danger. Having organized their affairs with 
« view to the situation of &e country, they adjourned- 
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But we must here remark, thai South Carolina was not 
alone in ihe spirit of resistance. The king's governors 
were temoveii from office in the neighbouring coloniee, 
and the people assumed tlie responsibility of self govern- 
ment Committees of safety were appointed, andmeani 
taken to attend to their own business in their own way. 

The efforts of the colonies generally, were directed to 
ihe supplies wanted by the army near Boston. Powder 
was purchased in foreign ports, some was obtained frooL 
Bermuda, and about tliree and a half tons was received 
by General Washington from the British forts on tha 
coast of Africa. The colonies also, set about the manu- 
facture of this article. 

Intelligence was receiTed at head quarters, that the Ca- 
nadians had received the addresses from Congress in a. 
favourable manner, and that ihcy would not act against 
the colonies. An expedition was set out for Quebec on 
the I9th of September, consisting of one thousand meU)' 
under Col. Arnold, by way of Kennebec. He arrived at 
his place |of destination on the 9th of November, afl«r 
traversing a jialhleae wilderness, and encountering ttie 
greatest hardships and privations. About the same lilT.l^ 
general Montgomery entered Canada by way of LakJ 
Champlain, in company with general Schuyler, He laid 
seige to St. John's on the 8lh of October. Sir Guy 
Carleton, tiovernor of Canada, with eight hundred men, 
went to ^e relief of the place, but the Green Mountain 
boya, under colonel Warner defeated him. Chambleei 
was surprised and taken, with six tons of powder, bji 
Itrown and Livingston, which was used to reduce St 
Johns, which surrendered on the 3d of November and 
ihe garrison was made prisoners. Ouriug the siege, CoL 
Allen invested Montreal, but was defeaied, taken prison-, 
cr, and sent to England in irons, to be tried for treason. 
General Montgomery entered Montreal in triumph, oit 
the ISih of November, and but five days afterwards, elcT- 
en sail of vessels, general Prescott, several other officer^ 
and one hundi'cd and twenty privates, a large supply ol 
flour, beef, butter, &e. cannon, small arms, and militarj^ 
stores, were taken. All of these were useful in the prot 
" B of tbe war. la the night. Governor CiarletoB «f 
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liled, and the Americana were compctled 
I retreat was condiirted in good order, and 
■ ■ ' je WHS regained, under a well di- 
anr) balleries, which raked tliem 
I crossed over the neck ut Charlcetown. 
■it may be said, that in all the records of 
lot one action occurred, in which they 
■ore dauntless courage, or a more obsli- 
Ir in which they obtained a harder ylc- 

e Americane lost 139 killed, 278 wound- 
63. Amon^ the killed, were 
■idner, Lieut. Col. Parker, and Ma- 
BlkDey, whose loss to the nation waa 
id a gloom over the country, 
^a reported by General Gage, was 
F of whom were commissioned offi- 
fficers wounded. Total loss of the 

b American loss in this battle, is said 
Mb in the capture of Quebec, but in 
bU stands as eighteen to thirteen in 
'y to eixty-Bix in wounded. From 
a be made of the comparative re- 
1^ conflicts. 

— the day on which Col. Allen de-. 

r of Ticondcroga in the name at 

it illustrious body asEemblej^ 

ji eommenced its session. The Hon.. 

l<WtiB re-appointed President, and 

' Secretary. 

J resolve, the Congress interdictecl ' 

e enemy, and assumed the style ott 

Monies, under sanction of which, s 

"appointed for the 30lh of July follow- 

pth. Gen. Washington, then a member 

B appointed to the responsible station 

I in Chief of the American forces. Ho 

vilh great diffidence. In reply to the 

I accepting the appointment, he added — ■ 

inlucky event should happen unfavoraMj" 
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selves until overpowered by numbers, when they were 
compelled to surrender. The general was killed, about 
four hundred men killed and wounded, and, after all their 
labours and privations, the daring enterprise entirely 
failed. The loss of General Montgomery was severely 
felt by the nation, and Congress voted to erect a monu- 
ment to his memory, which was accordingly done, and 
may be seen in St Paul's Church, New- York. 



CHAPTER VIL 

Revolution continued. 

In October, 1775, Gen. Gage was succeeded by Gener- 
al Howe, in command of the British troops at Boston, 
which had been blockaded through the winter by the ar- 
my under Washington. Congress being desirous to sup- 
! port the views of the commander-in-chief, resolved, 
j " That if General Washington and his council of war 
' shall be of opinion that a successful attack may be made 
upon the troops in Boston, he should make it in any 
manner he might think expedient, notwithstanding thtt 
town and property in it might be destroyed. 

In the reply of the general, he thus speaks : — ** It is 
not in the pages of history to furnish a case like ours. 
To maintain a post within musket shot of the enemy for 
six months together, without ammunition, and at the samt^ 
time to disband one army and recruit another, within 
that distance of twenty odd British regiments, is more 
than probably ever was attempted ; but if we succeed in 
the latter as we have done in the former I shall think it 
one of the most fortunate events of my whole life." 

That we may be able to judge .of the mean.s at this 
time possessed by Washington, for olfensive operations, 
it i§ merely necessary to observe, that his whole force 
jconsisted of less than nine thousand men, two thousand 
of whom were utterly destitute of arms. The ^cuccai 

15* 
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cnrat^nlf. Tine fgofrie ly of iki* dtp ^ 
Camtt*m.wmd onlbebn of Muck tfceam, 
fo wi l — » t Ji i iMiw i. »od wvs sooB icinlwced br six 
«um1 a< iIk niUiiii. ftiMMaunc in kH to Iweoty thoi 
Uh gpoati uM BOW rnifwfrri in good earnest. 
dettdUMatu R»xbarj ««c otdend to oke poeeeanoa 
Dofckcner BeicbtB, wbile the coauauMlef in cfekf 
int cover this motinn far a boBbudMust of ibe tawi 
Ob the nixiii of the fmnk of Mucli, ihie was ace 
pJuhed, and voHu iIbowb up which voold secote tl 
from the goBa of ilw CMiHif . 

Tlw light of ikr ofteaai the eyem of the eonuBHid 
general \o the tUager of hn sitnaiioB. One of two 
tUBst tie done, and that imBicdialElr. Either the 
nn troupe lausl b« dislodged, or Boston taast be eraei 
led- The Eoelwh Admini saw that the tieel wru at ll 
Uit-fry \)i itp fiTiirincUIs, and the GeneTal dptermiiwd 
I iiL Three tli<ni9aad men were d 
. und Lord Percy. vrUo was lo cM 
»ciuBlly erabarked for the execittii 
:.. ''as, however, proTJdentiallypteTO 
. > I'luio Ui£ uiLtiiiji;, b^ the ronghnesa of wealker. 
ijieeiatioD of this, however, Wa:»hing[on had made [M 
,i3raiiati:s to attack Boston, the momeDt the Brilieh 
mal shotdd conunence a hostile step in this quarter. 
H Gen. Howe, tindin^ himaelf very unpleasantly i 
Bldt sent a flag of iruce to the American head quai 
^Ottfying General Washiuglon of hta intention I 
ii^ BonloD, but ibreuiened to deelroy the town, ii 
iiiiuld be molested. On the 16th, at night, thi 
jo'ipsvmtiarkrd, and the next day sailed for NnulBakl 
K>.>it<!4. and, ill a rt;tv ilaya, the whole fleet^etsail it 

U:\i:i-:. h .i.itcly after theevatua' 

I ■'<< . '■'■''■ iifn entered the town, and spread 

I'i" r'v "T ilii' iiiliiibilanls was excessive, and ihe 
■ i"i 1' ii- rfL'i-'ivcil wilh every demonsU'aiion of gratitw 
'1 I.I \ ui-rc (lowrelicvci;! from the abuses of an infsoli 
iiiifl iri/gnho distresses occasioned by bung 
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A T*^:'.i'T.'.T. "'f^* rt*5?^.£ iti Cor. r^r-*- cX'-ir^-.T ir^ 
f hacks :-:' :r.f r.i;i-:-:i. iz.: i r '.: iLT-r. v*^* .-."-r. . : . 

in chi^f. 

w 1 _^ * ' ' • 

in *i-»r n. ■ -— -.ISr- -^* _ .'»«i i. Tr " , . . « . .c *."«.. 1 

m _ 

were nr^: ::le. L>ri j_»zikiii:rc, .i V.rj.^ii, tn-lc^t.-ur- 
edto c:'^nicrw:rk:J:c reTjiLiic^.. Bu: ht w^? ; ':r pol- 
led bv the 1^:7:: i* c: ih it S:a:f- :. rel:-ju:*':: v.-, l> 
tempi, ini :o Z-- i-z. -. :-sri ir.r ntrt iVr 5^i"t:y. i h.rr:::- 
edai Lir cer'-i:. be i^r^crziinr-i :o a-f: ,3^ :: .- arr. :. ..:■.: 
on iher.:;rr-:-:i t'-.f £r?: of Jinnsry. ITTO. :.r o^v.^it ;. ::rt 
to be se: a: X:r:':lk. i^ii.L wa? crftr vt i. T.!-:^*- >. :- 
redaiioDf wtr-r c:r-::n'jci iir:il ihrv o^r'.-.^Tr i ;:.t ::..*; 
loval of hir r-ir:v. Trr.^L br dcririri w:::. :..* 'v :v ^f 
:ibo»:i one ;;. .-UjiLi !:frr>ef. i-.-r F'i.^r: .- a'.i :":.t B-.r" i.- 
'hs. la >":r:r. C^nljia. tae ::.Ttri..'r ?.::t:::v:i •.■it- 
same plsy. ^■■^' hi? 7' •: w&? ieitate.:. s::.: iVf ir.-r.rr-. j- 
lion was «i::. pressed :.y ihe pairiod?a L::i i:::r;.':i."". t 
of the pe •' r-k-. 

Abou: ■?.►. :n; -ile of FeVrjirv. :r.e Airi- "i ■-.:. \..'ry. ::?.- 
'l;;r C- 121:1: 1 .:v H/rr::'*. -c :-.!!:. m: i.\.:- H-" •-:. 
an'l foc-n -•::; .i-c ^ ..l^ .^i-liij:::!* .• ^ ! r: :• >^^v F: ^ .- 

I'f'Tl P K- • .^ ■ " • " " * ■ * V ■■•"■•"• P * ■• * ■ »■ • • . . •" ■ . " ■ , - • • • . 

l^e:: br;i=- :.."•:': m-. Tii*^ i" vcr:: r. !i-::v ::.:•: j .-v ■ -:. r. 
ajiij oiiO r..i::.-'. i-o: :^I1 ii^: .■ ::.e : ■ "v. r ■■: '.b-. L . ::!:;: ■ ro. 
fn '.iif- Kr*^ :.:::! Marc::, ::.•:- t:vc: c.i::vr-. /. .1 l.-r ■.>^i 
srli^njiifr. ui. '.:.' :. x: lay. t .-.-k :^ : ::/ -^i-i, !..'•■'. ^^i:•J 
■irm< aiifl :-!!!: ..-y -: r*::?. <.»;: :::o i y pr^ .-i .::._. ::.. -Vc: 

T - • , - - 

■!!":i ^C .! ii -J ■ -.• • 1 -^ Cii. C:'.7r\ i.^^ -^ . l '•■'*' •. ... . _ ■ . " — 

Wl.en Tiif-i= :'-liijeiiCf- of thr tv\-ii ::r^: -'ni:]- - ■•l:''•.^•^ 
il)e ijriii>}i ;ii:..i '!i»r ciuii;*;? rc-^'*!K-: -ii-t;.: 1;:m..i!:. v ;:■» 
• ;:r i;iii iin::'"-ii \..\':'. ::t nerc.1 Vi'L-!i;u_:.i!; w..- ;::■:■ iw i 

t!.p cvMniii-^ n: ^'Cic very ^eri.""-. I'iit \\\v.z ::.:i i?.i 
niini-in', ]i'»v.-,- vrr. *■«. uriiiiiuu iMCuriv oj^. 11;. v^ir. (^'i 
!ljf= '4';:Ii of (>i •.■'; ' r. tl.c^ j»arliiii!jciii v/a^ i '•!:■.» -u .;. in:'! 
ihf- -I'cerij (if \\.i' ki:iir iviiltir.ly .suj)j-t..i-:cii i:;v. liiiii.iUiral 
."oi)novfr.sy. in boih housts, ilic uppoiiiiou wa- nvow"^. 
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bill the niiulBtry preraiiei], and the BUpplies were gtonl 
cd. Sir Peter Parker and Burl Coruwallis, saQed fr&q 
PoTtsniouth in December, for Irclanil, with the ships M 
tean and Thuoderbomb, us a convoy fur the transporti 
with four thousand troops, intended for service in Uh 
colonies. In this fleet, i^ainc Colonel Allen, who hai 
been conlined in Pendinnis Castle, Cornwall, and treatei 
with much severity, A subscription was opened for ' " 
and his companions in Ireland, which waa the first h* 
mane attention he had received since his impriaonnient. 

About this time, the bargain with the king of Englandi 
for 17,000 men to be employed in this war, by thepiines 
of Hesse CaaseJ, the I>uke of Brunswick, and other 
German princes, was sanctioned in parliament, by a TOtft 
of 242 to 88. In the spring of 1776, two divisionB ot 
these mercenaries sailed to America. The estimate foF 
the service against the liberties of America, amounted ta 
00,000 men. 

The Cork fleet, under th-: convoy of Admiral Parker,. 
arrived in Cape Fear River, on the 3d of May, when 
they were joined by General Clinton, from the northern 
army. On the 5tl<, the olfer of pardon, on cerlain con- 
ditions, was published by the general, but, finding hii 
elforts to ^tem the tide of popular fceliug, of little avail, 
the fleet sailed for Chailasion, S. C, and anchored off 
Sullivan's Island, about tJie first ofJune. The siege 
Charleston was opened liy the offer of pardon, as 
North Carolina, and with equal efit'ct. The day of pro- 
claiuations and smooth words had come too late. Gof> 
ernor Rutledge liud prepared for a vigorous defence, and' 
ihe militia cheerfully rallied around the flag of th ' 
country. At this critical nioiuenl, general Lee appeal 
at the head of some northern regiments, and took 1 
command of Charleslon. The enemy crossed the baroa 
the 36lh of June, with a number of ships and frigatef, 
and operations were commenced with little delay. ThB 
lire from the American fort and batteries, however, w*> 
too galling-, and the squadron was compelled to withdraWf 
after the loss of one lifiy gun ship, and a damage to ' 
lers, which rendert'd iliem for the present useless, 
insy form an estimate of the contesd by learning iheiocl 
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\at WOO loose balls were picked up ou SiifUvaa'a laland, 
fWr Ibe battle. 

The garrison in the court consisted of about three 
undred and seventy-five regulars, und a few militia com- 
luiided by colonel Moultrie. The fortilicalion mounted 
ut twenty six, nine, and on board two ships of flfiy guns 
tch, four frigates of twenty-eight guns each, and some 
mailer vessels. 

This severe repulse obtained a respite from the calami- 
ea of war, for more than two years in tlie southern 
:ate9. 

Of those who deserve an honourable notice in this ac< 
on, gergennt Jasper must not be forgotten. During the 
eat of the engagement, the flag statl' was shot nwny, end 
'II into the ditch. The inhabilanls of Charleston c.on> 
dered this as a tukeu of submission. When the intre- 
Id sergeant discovered it, he jumped into the ditch, 
;ized the flag, secured it to a sponge-stalU and erected it 
5Bin in the heat of the action. For this act of bravery, 
le governor tlie nest day, presented him a sword. - 

The result of this bailie led to the declaration of in- 
ppendcnce. It had blown the spark of liberty into a 
eaiiy Qaiaf, and prepared the minds of the people for 
n event to which many looked with the deepest soUei* 
lile. The spirit which lived in rongVeaa, was united by 
istructioBs from the^^tnies, and the coimiry now BeM^ 
J ripe for entire se^ffation from liie mother coUnirjN 
, resolution was moved in congress by Richard Henry 
lee, and seconded by John Adams, in the following 
orils, which passed unanimously. 

Unsolved, that these United Colonies ore, and of right 
. Ill to be free and independent slates ; and thai all po- 
. :! connexion iHitween them and Great Uritain is, and 

■ 'lu to be dissolved." 

In defence of this motion, Mr. Lee addressed the house 
1 u very onimatsi strain, which he closed in the follow- 
ig language ; — " Why then do we longer delay, why 
fill deliberate? Let this happy day give birlh to the 
meacan republic. Let her ariso, not to devastate and 
iiniiucr, hut to re-establish the reign of peace and of the 
tWja^ The ayes of Europe are fixed upon us i she if 
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mands of us a living example of freedom, that majr ci 
trast, by the felicity of the citizens, with the ever iocre 
ing tyranny which deeolales her polluted shores. S 
invites ua to prepare an asyli^n, where ihe imhappy n 
find solace, and the persecuted repose. She entreats 
to cultivate a propitious soil, where that generous _ 
which first sprang up and grew in England, but is 
withered by the poisonous blasts of Scottish tyrani . 
may revive and Nourish, sheltering under its SBlubrioi 
ana interminable shade, all the unfortunate of the hm 



'! This is the end presaged by so many omenB, by » 
first victories, by the present ardour and union, by H 
flight of Howe, and the pestilence which broke 
amongst Duninore's people, by the very winds which bi 
fled the enemy's fleets and transports, and that temb 
tempest which ingulfed seven hundred vessels uponti 
coast of Newfoundland. If we are not this day wanlii 
in our duty to our country, the names of the Amelia 
legislators will be placed, by poaterily, at the aide' 
those of Theseus, of Lycurgus, of Romulus, of Nm 
of the three Williams of Nassau, and of all those who 
memory has been, and will be forever dear to v 
men, and good citizens." 

The members -'of congress from Pennsylvania ■ 
Maryland were not present, andjAe deliberations Mt' 
subject were postponed to thefir^if July. On .that ^ 
the diacuBBJon was renewed, and on the fovrth of J 
1776, the report of the special committee was adopt! 
dissolving the allegiance of the colonies to the BriH 
" crown, and declaring ihem free and independent, u 
' ■ style of the Thirteen Unite^ States of America. ' 
Kimmittee who dnifted this instrument, consisted 
Ueaars. Thomas Jeller.son, John Adams, Benjamin Frol 
I, Roger Sherman, and Philip Livingston. 
~" ' " ' ' 9 signed by all the members of M 

nd the states to which they respi 
a follows. 

'resident, from Massachusetlft 
KEW-if AMI'S 111 RE. William Whipple. 

Josiah Barlli'li, Matthew Thornton. * 



This declaration w 

BBS, whose numef 

«7ely belonged wei 

John Hancocii 
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LBSACHrsKTTS. 


Francis Lewis, 


hdams. 


Lewis Morris. 


■ms. 


SKW-JERSEY. 


rreat Paine, 


Richard Stockton, 


II Gerry. 


John Wilherspoon, 


BODE-ISLAND. 


Francis Hopkinson, 


t Hopkins, 


John Hart, 


.Ellery, 

iWiSECTICUT. 


Abraham Clark. 


PKNNSVLVAtJU. 


RteniiHR, 


Robert Morris, 


Suntinginn, 
1 Williams. 


Benjamin Rush, 


Benjamin Franklin, 


Iffolcott. 


John Morton, 


^DELAWARE. 


George Clymer, 


gjdtiey, 


James Smith, 




George Taylor, 




James WiUon, ' 


Chase, 


George Robs. 


fPaca, 


NORTH-CAROLINA. 1 


FStone, 


William Hooper, 'r 


ParrollofCurrollton..Tosei>h Hewes. 


yviBOIMA. 


John Penn. ' , 


'■Wylhe. 


SOUTII-CASOLINA. ^^ 


^Heary Lee, 


Edward Rutledge, ^H 


rJelTerson, 


Thomas Hayward, Jr. ^^1 


B Uarrisoi), ^ 
HeUon, Jr. ^ 


Thomas Lynch, Jr. ^^H 


Arthur Middleton. ^H 


LighlfoolLee, 


^^H 


raxton. 


Button Gwinnett, ^^| 


KKW-VORK. 

Floyd, 


Lyman Hall, "^M 


George Walton. 


riogslon, 




Bclaration was ter.eived by the people with trans- 


lioy. Public rejoicings took place in various 


£e Union. In N 


Ew York, the alatue of Goorife 


taken down, and the lead, of which it was com- 


Bs convened into musket balls. In Boston, the 


■Waa drawn up in 


King's street, which from that 


took the name of SiaU street, and thirteen sa- 


thirteen detachments, into which the Iroops 


noaed, were tired 


the bells of the to-vm ««% 


^^V 


. ■■ M 
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with ihe tesring in pieces, and Ijurning the 
royalty — lions, sceptres, and crowns. 



!ed1 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Remlutirm Continued. — Capture of Ncw-YoTk. \ 



On the evacuation of Boston by general Howe, WbbI 
ington suspected that the possession of New- York won! 
be a favourite object. To prevent this, if possible,] 
determined to make tbat city his head quarters, ami fl 
to prevent its occupation by the British general. He : 
cordingly soon removed to that city, with the prineili 
part of his army. 

On the aSth of June, genera] Howe arrived at Sand 
Hook, near New-York, with his armament from Httlifg 
where he was joined by his brother, lord Howe, on ^ 
12th of July, with another armament. By the latter i 
rival, the two brothers were clothed with powers to tii 
with the United States, collec^ely or separately, 
flag was despatched .to Ainboy,^BeDnounce his comai 
sion. This circular was eommumcated to Congress 
general Washington. 

The American army at New-York, amounted to lit 
more than scvcntcan thousand men, a part of which f( 
was encamped at Brooklyn, on Long Island. The o 
bined forces of the British amounted to twenty-four ll 
sand, which were landed near the Narrows, nine Ul 
from tlie city, on the 2d of August. On the 37(h, t 
British forces, under Sir Henry Clinton, Percy, a 
CornwalJis, attacked the American camp at Long-Isbi 
which was defended by the brigadier general SuIIin 
who was defeated, with the loss of more ihan a thoDM 
men, while the loss of the British was less than fo 
hmidred. Brigadier generals lord SlirUng and Wot 
bull fell into the hands of ihe Eagliah. General T" 
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I Ington perceived wiih •n^uifli. a-hai woulil b« the moll 

I of d>e baltle, but he dare uuldratc uff tuore iruops from 
the city, ss be woslil not creo b_v Uist measure, be kbkj 
to cope with the Brinsb. On both side^:, this battle na 
expected. On tde 22d, die British effected a \»adiag, «t 
Utrecht, near the Nsrrowf, untler corer of the alups, 
ind every preparation was made to meet them laanfully. 
'"'oiiel Hand was oriiered to the high ground, in order to 
. icct the pass leading to Flatbush. Lord Comirallis 
~ rtrdered to eecurc this pass, it it could be dune wilh- 
i^iiiiieugagement. Hehalte4at the village, finding that 
lue pass wa! secured by the Americans. On this occa- 

(aioQ, Washington issued the following orders : 
" The pnemy have now landed upun Long Island, the 
hour is fast approaching in which the honor and success 
iif iiit!j army, and the safely of our bleeding country de- 
['eiiil. Remember, olficcrs and soldiers, that you krfl 
Iri'cinen, fighting for the blessing of liberty ; thut slave- 
' r Mill be your portion, and that of your posterity, if you 
not acquit yourselves like men. Remember how your 
r;i^^e has been despised and traduced by your cruel in- 
' r^, though ihey have found by dear experience at 
■,'.in, Charlestown, and other places, what u few brave 
■' can do i[i their own land, anil in the best of causes, 
tnM hirelings and mercenaries. Be cool, be delormi- 
Do not fire af aJbtance-, but wait for orders from 
.-iir officers." *■ 

Preparations were now made for a pitched battle. 
The American ciimp was strengthened by six additional 
icgLojenls, and all things put in readiness for an iinmcdi- 
ate attack. The result of the battle has already been re- 
lated. It left the American camp in the power of the 
British, who might easily have taken it by an assault, 
V'hich was threatened. 

On the night of the 38lh, the British invested the camp 
indneforra. General Washington spent the nest day 
in camp, and on the night of the Stith, etfected a most 
masterly retreat to New-York, under cover of a dense 
. ■.:■ The rearguard only was discovered by the Briliehi 
' ion much advanced to be afiected by the shot. 
IS 
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On the 2J of September, two regiments of Americans 
iTvacualed Governor's Island, near New- York, with iheir 
iirma and stores, within a quarter of a mile of ihe British 

■■ i fleet, with ihe Joss of only an arm by one man. 

f-m This was indeed an eventful crisis. The fate of A- 

'*T merica appeared suspended on the issue of a single bailie. 
The reverses experienceii wrought upon tlie feelings of 
the soldiers. The mUitia deserted their colours, and 
abandoned their general. Sickness- and desertion redu- 
ced the army, and dispirited the officers. Those whose 

\ terra of service hdd espired, left the duties of the camp, 
and returned to their homes, and a gloom was gathering 
over the just risen hopes of America. Washington pas- 
sed two days and nights without sleep or rest, principally 
; on horseback, superintending every movement, and 
watching every event. 

Oh the contrary, the late success elated the British in 
proportion to the des,pondcncy of the Americans. The 
movements of the British threatened to cut off the retreat 
of the continentals. General Washington was led (o 
abandon his unsafe position in (he city, and after some 
successful skirmishes retired to White Plains, in West 
Chester County, about thirty miles from New-York- 

If The enemy landed, and took possession of tlie city, a» 
the Americans retreated. A gan^on was left at fori 
Washington, about ten miles fru jBie city, on the Island. 
General Howe, being reinforeeu by a division or two 
of Germans, marched towards the American army, en- 
camped at White Plains. On the 28tii of Ocicber, a 
general skirmish commenced between iJie advanced par- 
lies. On the 29th, the general moved in columns to tbfl 
support of his van, and lo bring on a general engagement. 
General Washington kept him at bay until the 31sl, 
when he retired to higher ground, and left a strung rear 
guard to cover White Plains. The British now abandon- 
ed the enterprise, and on the 8lh of November, drew off 
his army towards Kingsbridge. On the 15ih, he sent a 
a summons to colonel Magraw, cnmmanding Fort Wash- 
ington, and the next day stormed the fort, and putth*!, 
garrison to lite sword. 
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General Washingtoa belielil ilie awful scene, an<l wept 
with the feelings of a com passionate falher. The shock 
vaa felt with the keenest Beniibilily, throaghout the A* 
merican array, and even general Lee wepl ivith iniligna- 
tion, at the news of the merciless butchery, and cursed 
the unrelenting foe. 

On the 18th, lord Cornwallis moved to the attack of 
Fort Lee ; but general Greene drew off the garrison, 
abandoned the Fort, and joined general Washington. 
On the 22d, general Washington crossed north river, and 
retired to Newark, where he foimd himself almost aban- 
doned hy the army ; and left to the meicy of a viclonous, 
pursning enemy, with only about three thousand five 
hundred men, to accompany him in his flight. On the 
S8th, general Washington retired to Brunswick, and lord 
Comwullis entered Newark, with his victorious armv. 
His lordship pursued to Brunswick, and general Wash- 
ington retired to Princeton, December 1st. Lord Corn- 
wallis hailed one whole week at Brnnswick, agreeable to 
orders ; and in the mean time, general Washington saw 
himself abandoued by the Jersey and Maryland brigades 
of militia, whose terms of service then expired. 

On the 7th, his lordship pursued to Princeton, and 
general Washington retired to Trenton, The next day 
his lordship entered Trenton, just at the critical moment 
that general Washington, with his remnant of an army, 
had crossed the Delaware,* and secured the boats to pre- 
vent his passingt December 8lh, 1776. 

General Howe had joined lord Cornwallis at Newark, 
and now made a stand at Princeton, and issued the proc- 
lamation of the king's commissioners, proffering pardon 
and peac^ to all such as should submit in sixty days. 

Such were the distresses of the army ami the country, 
when they saw their liberties about to expire under the 
pressure of an overwhelming foe, that men of the first 
distinction, in great numbers, in that part of the country,,, 
embraced the overture, and made their submission. 

Hisnersl Washington coulil muster unl; two thouiRad two ban- 
drftl men ot Hiis time. 

tTheiame ilny general Preacotf, with a ilroBj Briliih force, took 
fotfeiiiwi of Newport, <; Rhode -It land.) 
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To B(!il lo the distresses of this most tryir 
general Lee, vho had harrassed the rear of the Briti 
army, with about three thousand men, was now anrpriit 
in his quarters, and taken bf the enemy, December 13l 
""le troops of general Lee, now under the commaad' 

neral Suthvan, joined general Washington. 

During the delay of general Howe at Trenton, gn 
tM Washington, with the assistance of general Mi^ 
collected a body of Pennsylvania militia, and resolved- 
make a stand, to recover, tf possible, tbe spirits of 11 
army and nation. 

On the night of llie Soth, general Washington, tmd 
cover of a Tiolent snuw storm, recroesed the Delawal 
commenced an attack upon the British army, and gain 
a signal tktory ; look about one thousand prisoneis, i 
eluding an enlire regiment of Germans, wiUi their wbt 
encampment, and secured his position at Trenton. 

The enemy soon recovered their shock by large 
forcements, and general Washington retired to P 
ton, by a circuiloua march; triiinipbed over the t 
again, and pursued them in Bninswick. Lord Comw 
lis collected all his forresat BrunswU'k, and madea stall 
General Washington look up his position al Morristov 
and watched the motions of the enemy. 

During these operations in New-Jersey, the British a 
my had thrown up ihe rein, and men full scope to ll 
brutal passions. This roused the indignation of the pe 

fde, and rekindled the fire of Lexington, which spret 
ike lightning through the counlry . New Jersey thi 
exhibited a scene which was considered but the mini 
lure of what the nation would exhibil, should Britain pi 
Tail. Husbands saw the fate of their wires ;' parents 
their daughters ; and the nation becane most seriow 
alarmed fur their safety, and more immediately alivv 
tbe iDlerest of ihe common cause. New-Jersey felt t 
wound she had received, and roused to the combat, 
avenge her wrongs upon the brutal foe. 

General Washington surprised lord Cornwallis at I 
zabethlown, and he retired to Amboy, where he « 
closely invested ifarougb the winter. Li June followio 
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general Howe drew off this army tu Statcn hslanil, and 
ihe Jerseys were clenreil. 

In April, general Howe detaclieil governor Tryon, 
with the command of a major-general of provinciab, at 
the head of about two thousand men, to destroy the A- 
merican stores at Danbury. The general executed thia 
commission, and destroyed one thousand eight hundred 
barrels of beef, two thousand bushels of wheat, eight 
hundred barrels of flour, one thousand seven hundred 
tents, one hundred hogsheads of rum, etc. with the loss 
of about four hundred meu, killed, wounded, and taken 
by the Americans. 

Bat this espediiian cost the British a severe loss. 
Three generals, were in the neighbourhood, Wooster, 
Arnold, and Sullivan. About six hundred militia were 
collected in great haste, and fullon-ed in pursuit about 
two miles, during a heavy rain. The next morning the 
troops were divided. Wooster fell in the rear of the ene- 
my, while Arnold was posted at Ridgelield, in their front. 
Wooster attacked the enemy, and was mortally wounded 
IQ the contest ; the troops had to retreaL Arnold gave 
them a severe reception at Ridgefield, and was repulsed, 
but renewed the attack during the next day. The yeo- ' 
manry of the country through which they passed to- 
wards the Sound constantly annoyed them, and they 
made a precipitate retreat to their ships, which convey- 
ed (hem to New York. They lost in killed, wounded, 
and missing, about one hundred and sevj..ty; while the 
loss of the Americans did nut exceed c.ie hundred. 
General Wooster lingered until the 2d of May, and es- 
pired in his seventieth year- A monument was voted to 
his memory by congress, and a horse, splendidly capari- 
soned was presented to Arnold, as a token of respect for 
Us intrepidity and good conduct. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

^acuation of Canada — Capture nf Burgoyw, a 
of Phitadelpkia. 

^ Vfe inuBt now relurn to Liie affairs in tlie north. 

ml Mo^tg;oroery fell at Quebec, and the comninnd d 

Waived on coloni?! Arnold, who had been badly wounde 

_TSnl he was removed to Montreal, and wos pref eded 1 

, genera) Thomas. He soon died, and general SuUivi 

was appointed in his place. The small pnx, with oth 

diseases, reduced the number of men to low r hundre 

The siege was raised, and this handful of men was coi 

polled to retreat for Montreal. . 

A reinforcement had arrived from England, and i 
Jirray in Canada was now thirleen thousand slrol 
With this force governor Carleton, with generals Bi 
goync, Frazer, Phillips, and Reideael, advanced in fi 
ent divisions, in pursuit of Sullivan. General Frai 
took post at Troies Hiviers, when tho Americans ^^ 
temptedasurprise, but it miscarried, and general ThOD 
son was left in the hands of the English. Carleton pi 
sued with his whole force, but the retreat of Sullivsn M 
secured, and he reached the river Sorel in safety, wh« 
he was met by Arnold, from Montreal, The troops, bt 
gage, and cannon were embarked, and they made 8 ita 
at Crown Point, on the 15lh of June, 1776. 

Ih the fore part of July, general Sullivan left the ?o 
niand of the northern army, and was succeeded bv-g i 
eral Gates. The army was diminished more than SOI 
and the ravages of the small pox were dreadfully alamf 
ing. About three hundred sick were removed to W 
George. The eierlions of governor Carleton to preps 
his fleet to meet the Americans on the lake, were grew 
and unceasing. Early in October, troops were emb&rk* 
ed, and operations commenced. A sharp action ensued 
d much valour was displumed 



both aides. But the Americans were overpoufired, di 
paned, leken, or destroyed, which eoabled tfaa cnei 
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to upproacli TicomleroM. on the l)l!i of October. Hui 
Ihig fictory was nol fulTowed up witli spirit, Hostile op- 
erations wtre suspended for the season, ami tlic govern- 
or retired into Canada. To the honour of the gorernor 
we would hero recortl hia humanity lo prisoners, who 
were often dismiased with kindness, and furnishetl witli 
necessaries to reach their friends in the United 8iatei. 
These traits in his character are wortliy of perpetual re- 
membrance and graiituile. 

General Gates discharged the militia, and the compaigB 
was eloaed. 

General Burgoyne succeeded to the commnnd afler 
Carleton, in the spring of 1777. Operations were com- 
menced early a i h lof n thousand men, English 
'And German, c mm I d 1} generals Phillips, Frazcr, 
Powel, Hiftnill n a 1 by he German generals, Reidcsel 
nnd Spicht. 1 he a m n well appointed, and well 
supplied n'ilh ry f I y ensure a successful eum- 
paign. The tr op c nf e health and high apirite. 

To this powei-ful m n re attached several tribes 

of Indians who were to take ihe field on condilione of 
humanity ; they were not lo scalp the wounded, nOr th«r 
prisoners; but a bounty waa to be given for every pris- 
oner taken and brought in alive. In June the army tv- 
rired at Crown Point, and on the 19lh, operations were 
eommenced against Ticonderoga. 

General Gales was succeeded in liis command by gen- 
eral Schuyler, who ]daced this fortress in good order for 
deCance, and gave the command to general St. Clain 
The fort was approached on the right wing of the Amer- 
iean army on the 2d of July, and possession taken of 
Hount Defiance. This lies contiguous to Ticonderoga, 
and overlooks the fortress. This mount had hitherta 
been deemed inaccessible, and ,had remained unoccupied'. 
Cannon were hoialed by tackles, until the force was sufli- 
•icnt to dislodge the garrison. To safe the men, the 
fori was now abandoned, and the American force retired 
to Hubbardston, and thence to Gastleton, where a stand 
was made, about thirty miles from Tieondoroga. 

General Frazcr, supported by general Reidciel, (om- 
measad a punuil in Uta morning, with the light lroup« 
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of the Briiiah and Germans, and overtook the Amerion 
rear guiird under colonel Warner, at Castleton, and coin- 
menceil an attack on the 7th, which became sharp aod 
bloody. The British were routed at first, with loss ; but 
finding that colonel Warner was not supported by gen- 
eral Si. Clair, they rallied to the combat, and with the 
bayonet, charged and dispersed the American rear with 
the toss of about three hundred men ; and colonel War- I 
ner retired with the remainder of his troops to fort AnitiJ 

General Burguyne, with the main body of the BrlU^M 
army, sailed f om Ticondcroga, in pursuit of the Ameiiffl 
can Heet ; dvstroj'ed and dispersed the whole, and land^ 
ed at Skeensborough, now Whitehall. He there detach-' i 
ed lieutenant colonel Hill, with a strong party to dislodge I 
the Americana from fort Ann. The garris*!! marched \ 
out on the morning of the 6th, and ci^:-nmenced an at- 
tack upon the detachment, which was sl.r.rply supported 
by both parties, for about two hours, with apparent suc- 
cess on the part of the Americans ; but a party of In- 
dians appeared and joined colonel Hill, and the Ameri- 
cans withdrew from the field ; abandoned the fortreai, 
and retired to fort Edward, July 12th. The whole force 
at this time, at fort Edward, did not exceed 5000 men. 

Tlie operationa of both armies, were now commenced 
with vigour. In his retreat, the American general de- 
stroyed bridges, and obstructed the roads, to impede the 
pursuit of Burgoync ; but all these dilltculties were su^ 
mounted, and on the 30th, the British force reached fori 
Edward, which had been abandoned by Schuyler on the 
S?th. He retired to Saratoga, and on the first of Alt 
gust, removed to Stillwater, only twenty five miles natA. 
of Albany. The nation saw with deep regret, that iWW' 
r.'imnant of an army was compelled to flee before & ric- 
larious enemy, and that those important fortresses wen 
abandoned. These events greatly depressed the spirite 
of our countrymen, while the foe exulted in the triumph. 

On the 3d of August, colonel St. Ledger was detached 
by general Burgoync against fort Stanwix, as a dirersi 
To relieve the fort, the general was ordered down v 
eight hundred miHtia. Near the fort he fell into an Ii 
dian ambush, and was killed in a most severe actioi^ 
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i The garrisDn sallied out, decided the sanguinary f onleat,. 
I drove tlie Indiana, and relieved ihe fortress. The colo- 
|- nd sent'o summons to the fort to surrender, but colonel 
• Gansevoort returned a prompt and spirited reply, and 
Ledger withdrew precipi lately, and returned to the lake.' 
During these movements, general Washington detach^ 
cd general Lincoln to the northward, to take command 
of aiich eastern militia as might join the northern army; 
Generitl Lincoln arrived at Manchester, on the 2d of Au- 
gust, where he took the command of sis hundred inilitia,^ 
and on tile iith, he was joined by general Stark, with 
eight hundred more. 

General Stark was a soldier of merit, anfl had defierT6(r 
wellof his country, by his distinguished services in thi^ 
famous battle of Bunker's hill ; but he had fell himself 
wounded by the neglect of congress, aAer the battle,! 
and retired from service. He engaged at this time, in the 
service of his country, upon the express condition, that' 
he should not be constrained to serve under a continental 
officer ; he accordingly resisted the pressing solicitations 
of General Schuyler, to join him in checking the pro- 
gress of general Burgoyne. 

Congress interposed in this controversy ; and at thifl 
eventful moment, general Burgoyne detached coloneL 
iiiium, with five bundred Germans, and one hundred In-' 
iiians, to seize on the American stores at Bennington, tc 
iriiable him to pursue his march to Albany. Genera? 
•Stark was apprised of this movement, and sent espresses 
to collect the neighbouring militia, and marched to Bieet 
llie enemy on the 14th, supported by colonels Warner, 
Williams and Brush. The advance parties of the two 
armies, met, and commenced a skirmishing, that contino- 
ed through the day. On the !5th, all operations were 
suspended by the excessive rains that fell ; but on the: 
16lh, general Stark was joined by the Berkshtrg mililia, 
under colonel Symonds, and he detached NichSs to take 
post in the rear of the enemy, on the left ; colonel Heq- 
drick to take post in the rear of his right ; lo be supporM 
ed by colonels Hubbard am) Stickley, still further on the 
right. About 3 o'clock in the afternoon, general Sbrk, 
cuuimeiiced an attack upon the enemyi strongly eiitrencb& 
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field pieces. The attack if 
Dtly supported on both eidvi 
,119 were overpowered ; fen 
ts, and put to flight. 

of the day, abaodal 



» 



ed, and supported by tw( 
came genera], and was vaii 
the Indians lied ; the Gem 
ced from iheir entrenchme 
militia, flushed with the 

the pursuit, and gave themaelvea up to plunder. 
eventful moment, lieutenant'Colonel Breyman joir 
lone) Baum with a reinforcement ; they rallied 
charge, and renewed the combat. Colonel Wami 
on hia regiment of continental 3, at this critical moi 
and supported the action until the militia could re 
their order, and advance to the charge. The action 
became general, and continued through the day. 
Germans again gave way, and secured their retreat 
cover of the night, leaving their artillery, baggage, 
with two hundred^ slain, and seven hundred priaoni 
among whom was colonel Baum. This was an in] 
tant action, and proved ruinous to general Burgoyne. 

This action was highly applauded, and a brigadi 
commission was made out for colonel Stark, in the i 
nental service. This success gave fresh courage I 
Americana, and the public pulse beat high with ex] 
lion. General Gates now took command of the i 
and the militia Joined the army with alacrity. 
rear of the British army was an American force ui 
general Lincoln, and on the 18th general Brown deal 
ed the British stores at Lake George, releasing 
cf American prisoners. Successful operations 
commenced against Ticonderoga, aod Skeensboi 
Whitehall. General Burgoyne had crossed 
ind finally took post at Stillwater, but 
miJcs ii'om general Gates. 

On the l!l<th of September, general Gates detit 
about 3000 men to oll'er the enemy battle ; but he d 
tied the combat On the I9th, the scouting parti< 
the two armies commenced a skirmishing, that led 
general action, which continued through the day, 
supported with great zeal and intrepid braveiy. 
closed the scene, and the two generals drew off ihl 
mies, to protect their camps, and waited with impat 
the returning day. 
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In this action, tlie American los.s was about thrp e hun- 
dred, and ihut of the English about five htmdred. 

The American slrenglh was niiw about seven UioQsiinilt 
not including about two thousand under general Lincoln, 
who were then at Bennington. Tho Indian allien of 
Great Briisin were deserting the standard of general 
Burgoyne, since the loie conlest, and four of the sir oa- 
liona favored the cause of Amcrtca, anil furnished one 
hundred and 6&.y warriors. The trnops under general 
Lincoln now added to the force under (General Gates, and 
revived the Epirits of the army. ^ 

Until the 7th of October, [lie armies were within com- 
mon shoi. and skirmishes were frequent and severe. The 
armies were ha rrassed and alarmed. The situation of~ 
Burgoyne was becoming critical, and he applied to Sir 
Henry Clinton for relief. The tatter had just received 
two tbotisand men from Europe, alid commenced opera- 
tions by the capture of West Point, a strong fortress on 
the Hudson. He was then enabled to clear the obslruc- 
lions on the river, and leave a free passage for his ship- 
ping. Of all this general Duj'goyne had intelligence, but 
loo late to render him any service. 

As General Burgoyne determined on a retreat, he fient 
forward a strong party on one side, while he headed 
another, supported by General Frazcr, and a conieat was 
commenced immediately, and lasted through the day. — 
Victory perched on the American standard, and ihey were 
successful at aU points. General Arnold fought despe- 
rately, and received a wound in the action. General 
Frazer* and Sir James Clark were mortally wounded, and, 
ilie latter became a prisoner. General Burgoyne ebang- 
vd his position in the night, and the Americans spoiled^ 
t)ie Britiah comp. 

'In the l]p;il of The nclion, CDloncI Morgan, (Ihe falure hero of 
ibe batUe o( Cawp«iis,) (eWleil several u( liU sharp >liooter>, and 
pointing thi;ni (on Briiiih DlRcer, who appeared nipft ronipicuoui- ' 
>y Aclive in hit lialj, nt Ihe liead af hiidivitiun, icniintea upon an 
irangrey tlmrger. llimaildrpMea Iheni! " That ^allnril (.liii:tr it 
''•uir.n\Fr.<7.i:ri I adruireBnilrecpectliim ; buMli* neraou'y that 
' iliDUld iliG . tnUe yuur ilHlinn in llinl wund, ami doyoor <lirtf." 
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The British now expected a momentaiy attack, . 
were under arras all the day on the 8th. and at sun 
the last honors were paid to the remains of the mueh 
uiented Frazer> On the 9th, the English army was 
closely invested, that the commander resolved on a 
treat to Saratoga. This was effected, with no other Iq 
than that of his hospital of sick and wounded, which I 
was compelled to abandon to the mercy of Genera) Gat« 
who did honour to his character, in the display of his I 
nerolent feelings, in behalf of the suflcrers. 

General Burgoyne now perceived that all the passes 1 
his rear were strongly guarded, and that furilier retra 
was nest tolrapossible. In this dilHculty, he celled 
council, on the 13th. While the council was dehben 
ing, an eighteen pound shot crossed the table, and thi 
resolved unanimously, to propose terms with Genej; 
Gates. The proposals of General Gates were rcjectf 
and General Burgoyne then sent in terms on which t 
capitulation was finally made. 

The news of the capture in the Highlands, is said { 
hare arrived at this juncture, which led General Bt 
goyne to hesitate, in expeclalion of relief from SirH^ 
ry Clinton. General Gates, seizing the critical momei; 
drew up liis army in battle array, and sent in a flag, i' 
manding a reply in ten minutes. The responsibility \ 
great, and Burgoyne fell it. The treaty was signed i 
returned in clue time. 

The whole British army marched out of their lia 
deposited tlieir arms, and becanie prisoners of war.- 
General Gales marched in, under the tune of Yanke 
Doodle, and took quiet possession. General Gates fl 
dered supplies to be issued to the British army, who we 
destitute, and the solemn scene was closed. 

Such and so various are the scenes of life, and thefalj 
of men ; such and so fickle is the fortune of war ; 
firm and unshaken is the providence of God ; wisdOD 
and might, and strength arc His. 

Sir Henry Clinton detached Sir James Wallace I 
general VaugJm, with a flying squadron, carrying 3t 
troops, to penetrate, if possible, to the camp of Bui 
goyne, or make a diversion in his favor ; but leamifl 
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Ihe situation of general Burgoyne, at Esopns, on the 13th, 

ihey set fire to the village, and consumed it. Had trioy 
proceeded to Albany, they might have dostroycil the 
place, with the American stores, and Burgoyne mi if lit 
iave been relieved. The inquiry has often been ma.lc, 
why this unnecessary delay ? But no other answer ci\n 
be given, than this ; it was the special providence of God, 

The array of general Burgoyne was marched directly 
to Boston, where they were detained as prisoners )f 
tr^r. 

Having thus restored tranquility in the noriK, the arjny 
jnder general Gates marched to support general Putnam 
U Kingston, and guard the country from the incursion.:; 
)f the British. The alarm was taken, and the enemy 
lastened back to New York. 

We will now take a look at the transactions of ihc 
conquering army of New York. About the time that 
victory perched on the British standard on Lake Cliam- 
plain, under the direction of Burgoyne, general Ho^vc 
embarked with about sixteen thousand troops, with two 
hundred and sixty sail, and on the 23d of July, went to 
sea on a private expedition, to make a diversion at the 
south. General Washington then made a niovcmjrtu 
towards Delaware, that he might cover Philadelphia. 
General Howe manoeuvred on the coast some days, and 
finally entered the Chesapeake. Washington advanced 
to meet him. The British troops were landed at Elk 
River ferry, and the two armies met at Chad's Ford, jn 
the Brandywine, where an action was fought on the 11 th 
of September. Victory declared for the English, and 
Washington retired to the high grounds, to watcli the 
enemy. Philadelphia was entered on the 2()th, v.lien 
CJongress retired to Lancaster. 

About this time, the Marquis La Fayette arrived in 
the United States, and tendered his services to Congress, 
and he received a commission as brigadier general in the 
service. He joined the army, and served at his own ex- 
pense, and soon became the companion and the friend of 
Washington. His talents as a soldier were first display- 
ed at Chad's Ford, where he received a wound in the leg, 
the effects of which he still carries. The count Pula^^ki,, 

17 
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a Polish gentleman, also distinguished himaeir in the h 
tier >nd was honoured with the commission of Ma 
General, 

The fleet of Lord Howe was now ordered into the 
laware, that his communication with the ocean mighl 
main secure- 
While the fleet was thus eraployeii, Washington 
lempted to cut off the main body of the British arii 
encampod at Germantown, seven miles from the city, 
The attack was well concerted, and executed promp^. 
The Brii^sh were completely surprised, at break of di 
October 4tli ; at sunrise, the action became warm, 
the Americans were successful al all points, until d 
attempted to dislodge a battalion of the British, who, 
their flight, had thrown themselves into a stone house i 
this occasioned a delay, broke the pursuit, and gave ) 
enemy time to recover from their surprise, and rally, 
the charge ; the action soon became warm and blooi 
A thick fog arose, which covered the combatants, 
caused some confusion ; the enemy took advantage 
this, the Americana retired, and abandoned the viclo 
they had so fairly gained. 

The losses of the parties were about equal ; bnt, 
proved a lesson of caution to general Howe. He collq 
ed his array at Philadelphia, where he was closely invi 
ed by General Washington, through (ho winter ; wll 
occasioned the remark of Doctor Franklin : — " PhUat 
pbia has talcen Howe." 

The privations of the American army were truly j 
tresaing ; without clothes, shoes, stockings, and cr^ 
breeches and blanketa ; more than two thousand w 
marched through the snow, imprinting the roads n 
their blood-stained steps; yet all this was endured i' 
a firmness worthy of Uiose valiant sons of liberty. 

Dr. Benjamin Franklin had now been more than a J 
in France, urging the goycrnmcnt of that country 10 ' 
knowledge our independence, and to enter into a tn 
of alliance. These objects were effected, after the ft 
Burgoyne had manifested the probability that the i 
icans could maintain their independent stand single 1 
ed. A treaty was signed on the Gth of February> 
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which it was agreed, that "neither of the contracting 
powers was to make war or peace, without the formal 
consent of the other." The treaty was soon known ii 
London, and the British governnient determined lo evac 
uate Philadelphia, and conceutrate the royal forces in 
New York. On the 18th of June, the royal army cross- 
ed the Delaware on the road to New York. But Waah-< 
ington had foreseen this, and prepared the militia of New 
Jersey to give the British a troublesome march. 

He crossed the Delaware in pursuit, and llgMhostile ar- 
miea met at Monmouth, on the SSth, sixty four miles from 
Fhilftdelphia. The contest was severe, and the weaiher 
80 hot, that numbers of both armies perished from that 
Gftnse, and the uae of water, when it could be obtained. 
The American army remained on ihe battle ground, 
len^ng to renew the contest in the morning, but the en- ' 
emy made good a retreat. The loss of the Americans, 
was eight officers and sixty one privatea killed, and one 
fmndred and sixty wounded. The British loss, in killed, 
Tounded, and luiseiag, was three hundred and iifty eight 
men, including officers. One hundred prisoners < 
Uken, and the loss by desertion was one thousand. 
Henry retired by forced marches lo Sandy Hook, where' 
■ lie was taken on board the fleet, and embarked the army 
for New York, 

' General Lee has been censured by a court martial fori 
disobedience of orders on this occasion. It appears that' 
lie first declined a particular command, and then askei{t 
for il> Washington directed him to commence the Kt-- 
lack, " unless there should be powerful reasons lo th^ 
contrary," and his disobedience, "and doubtful move-' 
menls," appear to have marred the expected success, and' 
justified the event, in depriving him of his command. « 
The French government, by the terms of the treaty, 
bad now entered into the war. 

On the 8lh of July, count D'Eslaing entered the c 
iif the Delaware, with the Toulon fleet, after a pttssare' 
irf eighty seven days ; Lord Howe had been gone onlT 
deven da)'s, and Sir Henry Clinton had evacuated Phit' 
,adelphia only one month before, and was now embarkin) 
" yr«flay«Saod^ Hook, for New YorVu "S^w^ 
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fleet was about double the force of the English, both in 
I'jSie number of shipa, and weight of metal. 

Couut D'Estaing landed 'Mr. Gerard, French miniBler 
a the United States, who was most cordially received bj 
JongresB, and on the 9tb Bet sail for Sandy Hook, where 
£e arrived on the 11th, and blockaded the Englieh squad- 
^n in the harbour. The Couut made all possible efibrts 
^■to attack the English fleet in the harbor ; but found il 
impracticable to cross the bar with his heavy ships, and 
Olid on th^2d, agreeable to advice from General Wash- 
inglou, hfflet sail for Newport, to co-operate in the des- 
truction of the British fleet and army, at Rhode Island. 

Admiral Byron's squadron arrived at Sandy Hook, ft 
few days after the departure of the French fleet, in ayery 
broken, sickly, dismasted, distressed situation. The 
provision ships from Cork, arrived also, and entered thf 
harbour of New York, in safety, to the inexpressible joy 
of^he British army, who were in great want of supplies- 
Count D'EaCuing arrived off Point Judith, on the 2911: 
of Jul)', and such was the joy upon the occasion, thai il 
difl'uscd the fire and zeal of 1775 and 6, throughout New 
England. Volunteers, by thousands, flocked to the stan- 
dard of their couutiy, to join General Sullivan, and co- 
operate with ihcir illustrious aUies.'in the reduction o( 
Rhode Island. 

General Washington had detached the Marquis Lb 
Fayette and General Greene, with two thousand men, to 
join the general euterprise. The American force was 
now about ten thousand strong. 

Sir Robert Pigot, who commanded at Newport, had 
been reinforced with five battalions, which rendered hif 
force abont six thousand strong. Thus balanced, the 
jiarlie:! commenced their operations. 

The Count D'Estaing entered the harbour of Newpori 
on the ISlh of August, without opposition ; general Fi- 
jiot having destroyed the English shipping, on the 5th, 
to prevent their falling into Uie hands of the French. | 

On the 9th, at eight in ihe morning, General Sullivan 
began to cross over with his army, from Tiverton; the j 
L'nemy having abandoned their works at the north end o( 
the island. At two in the morning. Lord Howe appear- ^ 
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edoSr Point Judith, with a fleet of twenty-five Bail of llie 
line, where he anchored for iho night. 

On the 10th, Count D'Estaing, eager to meet the Brit- 
ish £eet, took advantage of the wini), and put to sea. — 
The two Seets manoeuvred through the day, without cam- 
iug to action. On the llth, a violent gale sprang up, and 
continued through the IStli and 13th, wliich parted the 
fleets, dismasted the French Admiral's ship, destroyed 
ber rudder, and greatly damaged several others. 

On the Hth, die gale abated, and close and severe ac- 
tiona commenced biitween several single ships of the 
two fleets, but nothing decisive. The Counfe having col- 
lected six of his ships, covered his disabled fleet, and 
stood in for Newport, and came to anchor. 

Genera] Greene and the Harquis La Fayette vent on 
board the Admiral's ship, and pressed him to enter the 
harbour of Newport, and complete the enterprise ; butj 
the fleet was so shattered by the storm, and the ofiicers 
were generally so averse, that the Count concluded to 
sail for Boalon, 

The troops under General Sullivan had gained (he 
north end uf the Island, and marched down upon the en- 
emy's lines, ready to co-opernle ivith tlio French fleet, 
and commence the attack ; but their sufierings in the 
storm were so severe, that the troops were in a deplora- 
ble state. 

On the I5th, the American army had recovered from 
their misfortunes, and were again prepared for action. — 
In this situation, they continued anxiously waiting the 
movements of tlie French fleet, to join in the general al- 
Uick ; but, to their grief and astonidimcnt, they saw them 
weigh and stand ofl' for Boston, on the 34lh. The mor- 
tification of General Sullivan was greater dan the pride 
of an American soldier could sustain, and he expressed 
himself unguardedly, in his general orders upon ihe oc- 

On tlie S8th, Count D'Estaing wrott! to Congress, from 
Boston, and explained his movements to the salis&ctioH' 
of that honorable body. 

General Sullivan soon saw himself abandoned by most 

' 6 volunteers, wtuch reduced bis army to e standard 

17* 
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below that of the enemy, and he hastened to secure hil 
retreat. 

On the S6th, general Sullivan sent off his heavy can 
non, and on the 2Qth, be retired to the north end of Ui 
island. General Pigot pursued with his whole force, ( 
intercept his retreat. TTie advance guard of the enei 
WU3 soon engag'ed nith the rear guard of the America] 
and a severe action ensued, that continued through t 
day. The next day, general Sullivan learnt that Ion 
Mowe was again at sea, and that the French fleet wa 
not expected to return to Newport, and he hastened W 
evacuate the island. 

General Sullivan, with the advice and assistance < 
general Greene and the Marquis La Fayette, conducti 
his retreat in the presence of a superior foe, whose sei 
tries, were not more than 400 yards distant from di 
Ailierican sentries : and on the morning of the lal " 
Heptember, 1778, the retreat was accomplished .witho _^^ 
ihc loss of a man, or any part of the artillery or ba{ 

The same day, sir Henry Clinton arrived off Newpoi 
• m board of the fleet under lord Howe, with four tno 
'■:md troops, to cut off the American retreat ; but lear 
iiig the depaiture of the French for Boston, and the n 
i ieal of the Americans, he set sail for Boston, in pnrad 
III' the French. On the morning of the 3d, he discovn 
ed the French fleet in the harbor of Boston, atrongB 
posted, and returned to Hew York. On the 5th, lo^ 
Howe commenced an attack upon the American shipping 
iti Bedford harbor, and destroyed about seventy sail|b 
sides small craft, stores, dwelling houses, and veaaeli ( 
: lie slocks, together with the magazine, to the amount d 
*,O00J sterling. '. 

His lordship nest commenced an attack upon MarthsV 
Vineyard ; destroyed all the vessels, and carried off tt 
nrms of the militia, the public money, 300 oxr~ " 
10,000 sheep, and relumed to New York, . 

The following extract of a letter from General Waslk 
.lington, shall close the chapter : 

" It is not a httle pleasing, nor leas wonderful, to col 

nplate, that after two years manosurreing, and undea 
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■going ihe Btrangest viciasiludeB, that perhaps ever attend* 
m1 any one contest since the creation, both armiee are 
brought bark to the wry point tliey -set out from, and tho 
offending party, in (he beginninff, is reduced to the spade 
and pick-axe for defence. The band of |irovidence hw*' 
l)ccn eo conspicuous in all this, that he must be worse thaiT 
an infidel that lacks faith, and more Ibon wickefl, tbBt W 
not gratitude enough lo acknowledge his obligoiiona." 



Operafiona of the Revolutionary War — Co-ntinued. 

The British, finding the instability of their dependence 
on the success <if their arms, determined to accomplish 
their object by the arts of diplomacy. An attempt was 
. made to bribe a Mr. Reed, and other members of Coo- 
^ gKss, to assist in reconcUinglhe Americana to the Eng- 
I liah gwernment. Th« instrument of ihia attempt was 
Geor^ Johnston, Esq. one of the British commissionera. 
Sir. Reed replied — " 1 am not worth buying, but such as 
I am, the king of England is not rich ejiough to do it." 
The facts were disclosed to Congress, and excited con- 
siderable feeling. Congress then resolved, that all let- 
ters addressed lo members of Congress by British com- 
, mlseioners or agents, or any Bubjecis of the king of 
Great Britain, of a public nature, should be laid before 
ihut body. To this resolution, a spirited reply was made 
from New York by Johnston, and a total disavowal of 
ihe facts, on the part of Sir Henry Clinton, lord Carlisle, 
jud Mr. Eden. At the same time, a ratification of the 
convention of Saratoga was tendered, that the troops of 
liurgoyne might be suiTered lo embark for England. 
This was declined by Congress, luilees ratified by .the 
British goTernment. 

The commissioners then appealed to the people, and 
(hia was favored by Congress, trusting that the goad 
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sense of the inhabit ants would treat it with contempt, 
and cover the authors with lasting disgrace. Chagrined 
by t}ieir failure in this insiduoua measure, they denounc- 
ed the American government in a manifesto, tlireatciuu 
the American people with destruction, if determined'tt 
pereevere in their rebellion, and adhere to their alUancs 
with France. Thi*idle threat was fairly met, by Con- 
gress, by n developement of the mode of warfare adopt- 
ed by the enemy, and was thus concluded. 

"if our enemies presume to exec utt^ their threats, Or 
persist in their present career of barbarity, we will take 
such exemplary vengeance as shall deter others from t 
like conduct. We appeal to that God, who is the eearcb- 
er of hearts, for the rectitude of our intentiona, and in 
his holy presence declare, that as we are not moved by 
any light or hastj^ suggestions of anger or revenge, aO' 
through every possible change of fortune, we will adhere 
to this our determination," 

Dr. Franklin, till now a commissioner at the French 
court, WHS appointed minister plenipotentiary to the court 
of Versailles, with instructious to negotiate for an expe- 
dition to Canada. About this lime, the Sieur Gerard de- 
livered his credentials to Congress, and was recognized ae 
a minister from the French court. 

The marquis La Fayetle, at this time, requested lean 
to return to Franco ; to which congress readily consent 
ed, and directed the Pregident to express to him by let> 
ter, the thanks of congress, for that disinterested 
that led him to America, as well as those services ' 
rendered the United States, by the exertions of his cc 
age and abihties, on many signal occasions. They i 
directed Dr. Franklin to cause an elegant sword to 
made, with proper devices, and presented to the manjuisi 
in the name of the United States. Congresaat the 
time, addressed a letter to the king of France, 



vices of tlie marquis. He took lus leave of congress, hf 
letter ; repaired to Boston, and embarked for France. 

Pending these movements, the Indians, in cuDcert Willi 
the turies, began their ravages upon the Susquehatuiah [ 
entered the settlements, in a body of about sixteen ' 
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ilred ; defeated colonel Butler, at the head of about four 
hundred men, and cut olf his party with a terribts 
slaughter. They took one small fort at Kingaton, and 
then carried Fort Wilkesbarre ; butchered the garrison,! 
and burnt the women and chililrcii in the barrscks. 
They next proceeded to lay waste the settlementa with 
fire and aword, and destroyed the cattle in the most wan- 
ton and barbarous manner ; but spared the persotta and 
property of the tories. 

Sir Henry Clinton detached captain Ferguaon, with 
sbout three hundred men, upon an expedition to Little 
Egg-Harboti under a strong convoy, to destroy the Anier- 
lean shipping and privateers; but theae being removed, 
captain Ferguson proceeded up to Chesnul Neck, where 
he destroyed such vessels as were there, together with the 
whole viUage, aud laid waste the adjacent country, and 
rejoined the si[UBdrou. — October 5th. 

On the 16th, the convoy with llie troops, moved round 
to another landing place not far distant, and landed two 
hundred and fifty men under the command of-cspt-sla- 
Ferguson, who advanced into the country, in llie silence 
u( night, and aurpriaeti count Pulaski's light inlauLry ; 
l.LJled the Baron De Base and lieutenant de la Broderic, 
>viUi lifty privales. These were mosily butchered ill 
■■•t'l blood, begging for mercy, under the orders of bo- 
■/urfers, as before ; but count Pukski closed this horrid 
li-ne, by a sudden charge of his cavalry, that put ts 
'^:rhi the murderous foe, and thus saved the remnant ot\ 
i* iufantry. Captain Ferguaon made a hasty retreat,, 

I iij)arked his party, and relumed to New York. 

Admiral Graves arrived at New York, on the 16lh of 
Octuber, in a moat Bhallered condition, by a violent 
"lorm which detained him the remainder of the month, 
111 repair the llcci. About the first uf November! h« put 
111 sea, and appeared oU' the harbour of Boston, on a vis- 

II to the count D'Estaing ; but a violent storm here ovei^ 
Mok him. scattered bis fleet, destroyed the Somerset of 
I'A guns, on the ehores of Cape Cod, and forced the rest 
Miio Uhoiie Island for shelter. 

From this lime the war assumed a moat savage aspect, 
iiiid exhibited Ihe rcoat unrelenting barbarity. Except 
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U) few iDstanceB, the rules of civilized warriors Bcetned 
hardly to be known, and the combatants seemed mutually 
determined on a war of extermination. The war «m 
carried anew into the Susquehannali country. Col. Wm. 
Butler, at the head of a Pennsylvania regiment, with s 
band of riflemen, led an expedition to the Indian villa. 

gefl, which he destroyed, and after enduring the greateal 
ardships, returned in safety in sixteen days. To avenge 
thia incursion, colonel John Butler, at the head of a strong 
party, surprised colonel Alden at Cherry Valley, who 
was killed, and the greatest cruelties were perpelralei 
Fifty or aixty men, women, and children were killed or 
made captives, and even the dead were made monumeal* 
of savage barbarities. 

All further liesigns against the north, seemed now lo 
beabandoned. Clinton and Prescoit, who commanded 
in East Florida, concerted a plan of operations against 
Georgia. Before this could be carried into effect, two 
parties entered Georgia from Florida, one by land, and 
the Other by water. The latter advanced to Sunburyu 1 
and summoned the place to surrender,' but receiving ■-] 
spirited reply from colonel Mackintosh, the attempt wavj 
abandoned. The other party made for Savannah, bi 
being firmly opposed by general Screven and colonel E 
berl, nothing was effected, if we except the plundering^ 
negroes and cattle, and the commission of the most WS 
ton barbarities. Colonel Screven was killed in the i 
fence. 

On the 27th of November, 1778, colonel Campbell eri 
barked at Sandy Hook, at the head of one regiment, Hfl 
I battalions of regulars, and four of tories, with a detiudi 
nent of artillery, in all about twenty-five hundred meS 
ind arrived at tbe mouth of the Savannah, the latter paf 
f December, and soon landed his troops. General R."*! 
* >we was posted in .this place, at the head of about 
[ht hundred militia and regulars, worn down by a fruil- 
m expedition against Florida. He chose a judicious 
•idon to cover Savannah, but was om-generaled, sur- 
amp, and routed with a considerable loss of 
irms. The fort with its co^tcnla, fortj'-eighl 
ices of cannon, fwenty-lhree mortars, all the shipping, 
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^arf^Swe of provisiona, and ihe capital of the state 
fell into the hands of the victors. The defenceless in- 
Imbilants were bayoneted in the streets, and the remnant 
Mkhe troops escaped to South Carolina, About thia 
time, Simbury fell into the hands of general Prescott, 
vho marched to Savannah, and took command of the 
royal array. The inhabitants were directed to lay down 
their arms, or use them in support of the royal cause. 

Od the 35th of September, general Lincoln was ap- 
pointed to the command of the southern army, but he 
did not arrive at Charleston until the 4ih of December. 
He was joined by general Ashe and Rutherford, with 
about two thousand North Carolina militia, destined to 
act in defence uf South Carolina. As Georgia was the 
point of attacic, general Lincoln raised somethisg less 
than a thousand men, and joined the remains of the 
troops under colonel Eltbert, establishing his head quar- 
ters at Purysliurg, Here he found himself at the head 
of but fourteen hundred men, and even this small force 
destitute of arms, cannon, tents, and almost of powder 
and lead. The militia of South Carolina were without 
lUscipliae or subordination, and on the S4th of January, 
1779, they had generally returned to their homes. About 
eleven hundred militia from North Carolina supplied 
their place, and the whole force was about twenty four 
hundred. 

General Prescott had taken possession of Port Royal 
Island, South Carolina, and general Moultrie, at the head 
of the Charleston militia, attacked the island, dislodged 
Ihe enemy, and compelled the colonel to retire into 
Georgia, with much loss. He took post at Augusta, and 
by fomenting divisions, and encouraging insurrections, 
caused much distress. But a party from the district of 
Ninety-six, under colonel Pickens, pursued the banditti, 
which they overtook, routed, killed, or dispersed, and 
their leader, colonel Boyd, was slain. The remainder 
threw themselves on the clemency of the state. Seven- 
ty were tried, convicted, and sentenced to death, but the 
sentence was executed on five of the principals only, and 
the remainder were pardoned. 

General Lincoln determined to dislodge the enemy 
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from Georgin, and direeteil general Williamson to taWJ 
strong position near Augusta, lo vatch the molion: 
colooei Campbell, ami general Ashe, was orUcred lo 

ipport of general WiHiamann, with about twi 
meh. On receiving the inteiligenfe of this junction, 
^itish retired about fourteen milea down the ri' 
'llpa!>tire3 were concerted by the American generals, 
'* e plan of operations settled. 

About this time, colonel Provost gained the rear of 
'f^iuerican camp by a circuitous march, and commenced^ 
'ifimous attack. The continentals advaiiceil to the chf 
to check the invaders; but the militia were panic etrvi 
and flii;hl ensued. The regulars under general """ 
were cut to pieces, and the militia, under general 
never returned. Americana lost, one hundred and 
Itillcd, and one hundred and eixty-two captured, 
wounded not numbered. About four hundred and 
rejoined general Lincoln. Georgia now belonged io 
enemy, and a free com muuieo lion was opened with 
lories of South Carolina. 

In this slate of alarm, John HutleJge was appoint 
aovernur of the stale, and to him and the council 
given a dictatorial power. A targe body of militia 
aeaCmbled at Orangeburg, near the centre of the si 
to act as might be required. General WiHiamson 
po^es into Georgia to distress and plunder the 
On this, general Lincoln remarked to the goveraiort 
' e innocent and the guilty, the aged and inflrm, w< 
id children, would be equally exposed lo the effect 
General Lincoln, was now reinforced at 
camp, Black swamp, and advanced into Georgia, le&i 
a strong guard under general Moultrie, at Puryi" 
Prescoli permitted the Americans to advance one 
dred and fifty miles, that he might surprise general IH 
trie. Moultrie elnded the attack, by a change of pOMi 
General Lincoln, learning the movements of Preai 
moved by forced marches in support of Moultrie, and 
cover Charleston. The governor took alarm by 
movements of Prescoti, and destroyed the suburbs, 
he might guard against ihe advance of the enemy. 
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Tmgtibouring mililia were called in to join his troops in 
defence of Charleston, 

«pn the lllh, geDeral Prescott crossed the ferry, and 
■ared before Charleston, on which day the count Pu- 
Ki arrived, and entered into the defence of thia city 
with spirit. The object of generiti Prescotl was, to car- 
ry the town before general Lineohi could arrive, and hia 
operations were conducted with such vigour, that the ci- 
vil authority sent out the following proposition. 

" South Carolina will remain in a state of neutrality 
till the close of the war, and then follow the fate of her 
neighbors, on condition, tlie royal army withdraw." To 
which general Prescott replied : " The garriiion are in 
arms, and ihey shall surrender piisonera of war." 

Before general Prescott could accomplish any thing of 
importance, general Lincoln arrived, and the enemy with- 
drew to Beaufort, and thence to Georgia, Plunder ajiil 
devastation marked its steps. Slaves to the number of 
Ihree Ibousand were taken, and sent for sale to the West 
Indies. 

An expedition was litted out hy Sir Henry Clinton, 
Under Sir George Collier and general Matthews, from 
New- York, who took possession of Portsmouth and the 
remains of Norfolk, in Virginia, in May, 1779, On the 
Rame day, a detachment was sent to Suffolk, and deataty- 
ed provisions, naval stores, and vessels, leaving the^mfn 
in ashes, and gentlemen's seals, as well as plan^^s 
Vere burnt and ravaged. On the coast, the 
ges were committed by the fleet. Abou' 
and thirty vessels were destroyed or capti 
three thousand hogsheads of tobacco. 

About this time a succssful attempt was made against 
.Sloney Point and Verplank, by Sir Henry Clinton, afier 
wtiich he went forward to the Highlands. 

Previous to these operations, sir Henry Clinton had 
concerted measures with4he lories and British under hia 
command, to assume a general system of predatory war 
in America, and submitted his plans to the British minis- 
try, who expressed their approbation. This plaa< soon 
feached the American commission at Paris, and was com- 
18 
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municated to govern or' Trumbull, of Connecticut, on 
6th of April, ITTS. 

Sir Henry Clinton delached general Tryon, {li 
ernor of New-York) with 2600 land forcea, protect! 
a squadron under sir George Collier, and BUpported* 
general Garth, to begin their depredations in Connei 
cut. On the 4th of July, the armament moved inlo UhI' 
sound, and the commanders issued their proclamation 
the citizens of Connecticut, offering pardon and ptqt 
tinn to all such as would retiii'n to their allegiance ; 1 
threatening ruin and destruction to nil who should raji 
this overture. On the morning of the (>th, general "S 
on landed his division ut East-Haven ; general Gai 
landed at the same time, at West-Haven, and proceed 
. jjirectly to New- Haven, and gave up the town In proot 
■-^jviaub pillage. The militia collected so fast on tK< 
that the enemy abandoned the town in haste ; 
Tal stores on long wharf, and embarked their uoof 
The infamous Tryon next proceeded to the plunder 
last-Haven, and then sailed for pBirfield. The townn 
vicinity were laid in ruins, and the enemy embarked fi 
Norwalk, wtdch was next laid in ashes. He ihehretu 
.'d to New-York. 
Jn this incursion, four houses for public worship, n 
:d dwellings, eighty barns, about thirtyBfaH 
«hops, four mills, and five vpsscia were bu 
ition to this destruetion of properly, the gn 
^Jls of brutality were perpetrated. Woinea wereii 
id' end abused, while their apporcl was robbed, iv 
leeks, trunks, and closets were rifled. 
But a plan was concerted by general Wasbin^ 
■which kept in check this hero of rapine and conflBgim 
lia plan issued in tbe capture of Stoiicy Point, on 4 
idson. ' 

General Wayne commenced his movementa 
IStosey Point, on the 15Lh, atanoon ; and after hai 
Itoossed the mountains, fliruugh danger 

ifiles, he approached the fort, about eight of the 
' lg> Having rcconnoiiered the position of ibc 
', (he general put himself at the head of his ' 
wpi^ Bud at twenty minutes past twelve 
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The arrival of the fleet under the chevalier TerDsr. tt 
Rhode Island, gave Admiral Arbuihr:-: c-csidcriiik 
alarm. His whole force amounted lo bui iouz shlp« c i 
the line. But he was joined by Admiral Graves, wiih 
six line of battle ships, and fell himreif ^tt:u^e from a:- 
tackin New York. With this reinforce m»:.:. ?:r Hrr.r%' 

m 

concerted an attack on the French neci i; Ntwj.ir:. JT.i 
immediately embarked eight ihous^r. ': ;r •••:*. Then- •': 
put into Huntinffton bay on Lonz l*jaii '.. TI.c- country 
was alarmed, and the miiiiia fumed •:-"; .:. f-»rc€, I.--*, 
general Washington made a civersi'U. 1 • ::..'.::.: ;.- 
whole force down to Kin??bridr<r. ai- 1 ::.:..:-:{:..'.: N-. -^ 
York. The plan succeeded, tind sir H. :..v .'.j-.u.-;.*: . : 
^ew York in haste. 

In the south lord Cornwall:*, h ■.'.::._' -••.:.-j \ :':.' .••.-• 
ernment of SJouih Car«liii:i : pr» -rir-: 1 ; - : '.' :..•. .-.- 
bellious spirit of llie North Ci-.rfil:::: -..'.-. 'I .1- v.- .- -►.tii 
bv the Americans, and ^'encrai Gate-?, v..*:. !..- -:... \ .-. 

• - 

an army, moved across iJff*p River, or. :.. ■■^':.. • : J 
to watch the motions of the Fue-mv. < :. :. 



X 



I ■, ■ . . \ - 
• • . . . ■ > . » 



Sust. he was ioincd bv general C:i-v.c-!l. : . ;!. :.•. : .'. : ; 
hnehodv of -Xonh ('ar«]ir:ri inii::!'.'. v. ii.. v..:-. !:. 



. ... * 



^pl^it^?. but un«Ier b.-i ilU'-ij II;.- : :.:. . '..- 

the Oross Ro;ids, on ]:is v.r.y :-. i ':.ui-.- ... '. » 

he moved forward iiis ariiiV :•; (."i» :::.■:.•. '. ! 

joined by biirrajiier-i'f !:frr:;l ^^!«.\'. n-. v ... 

hundred Viri:inhi niiiiiia. An c x|-:t -- . .- 

rorminir him tIiatcoli.>ni'l Sump:' r v.- • I ! ■ 

lien v^iili a dc.aclinK.iit of Soir.h i.'-.r- '.'..: ■■. i:. !;;■.!. . . ,- . 

that an escort of cloihini:. animi.ni:i..ri ..:. 1 r/.-r' -, ^v..- 

on its way from Chnrlrston to CiiiU'.ki., /■'• t'.ic • >■ 

the garrison posted ilierc. 

General Gates immediatelvdetaclircl ]'.: ',::..:.;::.:-(■•;!. n 
Woodford, at the ]ica«i dt' the Marylnn ! ];!;i , (■.;;:>>-..!._ 
of one hundred iiifaniry, a company .a' arill!' rv, i. ■'. 
two brass field pieces, and about tlire;/ hundrci .\»t:?. 
Carolina militia to join colonel Suiiij-iir. reduce ti • 
forts, and intercept the convoy. General (iates prr '^mv- 
ed to support colonel Sumpter with his A\liolc lorco : h- 
tal about four thousand. 

But Cornwallis had anticipated this movcmcnj, and en- 



w 
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tered Camden the day previous, nnd Ba attack was w 
Ibiied oti general Uatee, in his canp nt Clermont. B 
generals put their armies in motion early in the evenii 
of ilie 16th, and their advance parties met in the wO' 
abuutS o'clock in the morning of the Iftth ; a conf 
ensued, the Americans gave way in some diaorderi 
they Boon recovered, and a skirmishing eontiiuied throi 
the l^ghU When morning appeared, both geuei 
matfe their dispositions to uuntt-st the fiehl. An act 
coinn^l^d ; the regnlar troops were firm, but the ni 
tia being overpowered by the British bayonets, gave W( 
and dispersed aa ihey fled. The victory was compfe 
aud tlie general and his regulars were abandoned to tht 
fate. Several parties of militia, who were advaiiciflg 
loin the army, turned their arms against the fugiUves. ■■ 
t^us completed the overtlirow. The pursuit continiK 
A)!* more than Iwenty miles, and the road was strein 
with the fragments of this routed army, together ffi 
the wounded, the dead and t^^e dying. A party ofhor- 
eupported by 200 infantry, at the distance of more tli 
eigluy miles from the scene of action, upon the first i 
teiligcnce, abandoned tlieir ground, 'and sought safety I 
(light. 

The brave baron De Kalb fell in thia action, mnchH 
deservedly lamented. He was at the head of the Mai" 
Ijind troops, and second in command. Congress ordi 
ed that H monument should be raised to his 
Annapolis. 

The advantages of this victory were not gst 
losses and want of supplies in a sickly season,! 
Cornwallis to return to Camden. 

(ianeral Greene now arrived, and succeed 
Gates in the command of Uie southern army. ' 

The country still continued to suffer by thad 
Tarlelon, who was detached at tlie head of hiff 
dislodge general Morgan from- hts posil 

iced his operations with hia tisus 
osity ; traversed the country for several da;,_, ._ 
waste ever}' thing in his course, until he arrived tti J 
gaa's poeitioQ ; and commenced an octtoa wiUi tha t 
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riahes of (he British govemment, for an ai^commudatiun 
rith the United States. 

Agreeable to his inslruclJons, Sir Guy propoaeil a cor- ' 
eepnndence with Ciingress, an<l emlicitcd of ihe com- 
aander in chief, a pnssjtori (or his secretary. Tliis wiia. 
lowcTer jrefused, as the Uniteil^^tes hmi atipulBieil ti'it 
o negotiate without tlie consent of the French govern- 
As aOon aa information of the capLore of CornwuHis 
vas received at the French court, the government pro- 
posed to Congress the immediate appointment of coin* 
mSssioners to treat of peace. John Adams, Beiijnmtn 
Franklin, John Jay, and Henry Laurens, were uccordin j- 
ly chosen. These were met by Mr. Fitzherbert. nn'l 
Mr. OswalJi at Paris, on the part of tirent Britain. Prt)--,' 
risional articles were signed on the 30th of NovembeW. 
1782, and the definitive treaty was concluded in Septcin* 
het following. 

On the 18th of April, general Washington nnnoiinced 
ihe cessation of hostilities between the two conntrica, in 
■he following' general orders. 

"The Commander in Chief orders the cessation of 

hostilities, between the United Stales of America and the 

King of Great Britain, to be publicly proclaimed tomur- 

cow at twelve o'clocli, at the New Buihiing ; an'! lh« 

rirncla [nation which will be commnnicateil herewith, ba 

;l tomorrow evening, at the head of every regimMt 

t.irps of the army ; after which, (he ohaplfliiw, with 

-cveral brigades, will render thanlis to Almighty Goil 

11 his mercies, parlictilarly for his overruling ihf ' 

'ii of man to his own glory, anil causing the ru^ ai 

I ['.• cease among the nations." 

riit Tiimmander in Chief, far from endeavouring to 

■'iii^ of joy inhis own bosom, olle^^s mc=t 

':iivilations on the occasion, t««ll n^olliccrH 

I iinination — to all the troops of Uw Uiilt'd 

iiornl, and in particular to those galfiu'tii'^ 

cvering men who had resolved to defend the nghta 

J faded country 80' long a; 
ihese are the men who ought to be considered 
e &fl(l boast o[ the American aimij, ^ivi ^" 
20 
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f, may soon withdrsi)^ 
}re tranquil walks c 



crowned with well-earned h\ 

from the ficlii of glory, to the 

'■ While the general recollects the almost inlinite V 
ety of scenes through which we have passed wilfa a n 

'^ ture of pleasure, astwiighment, anil gratitude — while I 
contemplates the prospeSte before lis with raptore,— ■ 
cannot help wishing tliat all the brave men, of whate^ 
condition they may be, who have shared in the toils ai 
dangers of effecting this glorious revolution, of rescon 

' millions from the hand of oppression, and of laying ^ 
foundation of a great empire, raighl be impressed witS 
proper idea of the dignified pari they have been caQedp 
act, under tile smiles of Providence, on the stage of h 
man affairs ; for happy, thrice happy, shall they be pr 

Inoiinced hereafter, who have contributed any thing, whol 
thave performed the meanest office iu erecting this sia- 1 
'pendoua fabric of Freedom and Empire, on the broadj' 
basis of independency; who have assisted in proieclil 
!lhe right of human nature, and establishing an asylld 
•for the poor and oppressed of all nations and religioM 
' ■ " The glorious task for which we first flew to arnj 
being thus accomplished, the liberties of our country H 
ing fully acknowledged and firmly secured, by the snu 
of Heaven on the purity of our caus<?, and the hoB 
exertions of a feeble people, determined to be fi^ 
against a powerful nation disposed to oppress them; 
the character of those who have persevered througherd 
extremity of hardship, suflTering, and danger, beiAg n 
mortalize.d by the illustrious appellation of the POtfi 

I Army, — nothing now remains but for the actors of | 
tniglily scene to preserve a perfect, u . _ 
cy of character through the very last act ; to eloM j 
drama with applause; and lo.retire from the i 
iheslre with the same approbation of angels aud n 
which have crowned oil their former virtuous actiom 
" For this purpose, no disorder or licentiousne^ q 
be tolerated; every considerate and well disj*"* ~" 
dier must remember it will be absolutely i 
wait with patience, till peace shall be declat 
gress shall be enabled lo uke proper meatrd 
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security of the public stores, etc. So soon as these ai> 
rangeinenis shall be mail% the general is eonfiilenl there 
will be no delay in discharging, with every mark of dia- 
tincliqn and honour, all the men cnliatcc! for the war, 
who will llien have faithfully performed their engage' 
menta with the puhlic. The general has already interest- 
ed himself in their hehalf ; aud he thinks he need not 
repeat the assurances of his disposiLion to be usefnl to 
them on the present, and every other proper occasion. 
In the mean time, he is determined that no military neg- 
lects or escesses shall go unpiinished, while he retains 
lh« commnnil of the army. 

" The adjutant general will have such working parties 
detailed to assist in making the preparation for a general 
rejoicing as the chief engineer, with llie army, shall call 
(or ; and the quarter-master-gencral will also furnish Bt^;b >. 
materials as he may want. The quarter-muster -general 
wiU, without delay, procure such a number of dischargei 
to be printed as will be sutKcient for all the men enlisted 
for the war ; he will pi ease to apply to head quarters for 
the form. 

" An fTst™ raiton of liquor to be issued to every roan 
tomorrow, to drink perpetual peace, independence and 
happiness to the United Slates of America.'" 

Il is not a little remarkable, that these genera! ordei 
of the conimanJer-in-ehief were read to the army; *^ 
eight years from the battle of Lexington. The fan 
orders of the geneml were issued to llie army on ll 
of November, from which the following is a seleotion. 

" A contemplation of the complete altainmenl, a 
period earlier than could have been expected, of the ob- 
ject for which we contended, against so formidable a 
power, cannot but inspire us willi astonishment and grati- 
iude. The disadvantageous circumstances on our part, 
under which the war was undertaken, can never be for- 
gotten. The signal interpositions of Providence, in our 
feeble condition, were such as could scarcely escape the 
attention of the most unobserving; while the unparalel- 
cJ perseverance of the armies of ibe United States, 
through almost every possible sutTering and discourage- 
ment, for the space of eight long years, was little short 
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of a standing miracle." His closing worda are, " and 
being now to conclude these hia last public ordersi ta 
take hii uliimate leave in a short time, at the miUiarf 
character, and lo bid adieu lo the armies he has so long 
had the honour to command, he can only again ofTer in 
their behalf hia recommendations to their grateful coud- 
try, and his prayers to the God of armies. May ample 
justice be done them here* and may' the choicest of Heav- 
en's favours both here and hereafter attend those, whoi 
under the divine auspicea have secured innumerable bleii- 1 
sings for othera ! With these wishes, and this benedic- J 
lion, the Commander-in-chief is about to retire from exx^L 
vice. The curtain of separation will soon be drawn, 0|H 
the military scene lo him will be for ever closed." ^^ 

The army was now disbanded by the proclamation ^H 
congress, of which Dr. Thacher givea the follonitl^| 
sketch, with the parting scene between General Wasl^| 
ington aud.his officers. jH 

" Painful indeed was the parting acone, no deficripti^| 
can be adequate to the tragic exltibition. Both ofEcnH 
and soldiers, long unaccustomed to the affairs of privwU 
life, turned loose on the world lo siarve and to hpcome^j 
prey to vulture speculators. Never can that melanchoWW 
day be forgotten when friends, companions for seveifl 
long years in joy, and in sorrow, were torn asundefil 
"' ' t the hope of ever meeting again, and with proi^fl 
if a miserable subsistence in future. Among othCM 
incidents peculiarly affecting on this occasion, were A<jl 
lamentations of women and children, earnestly entreat I 
iji)r that those with whom they had been connected in thi I 
character of husband and father, would not withditvj 
iVom them the hand of kindness and protection, B^l 
leave them in despair ; hut in several instances the r«p$ I 
WHS, no, " we took yon as companions during the. iffiftJ 
and now we are destitute of the means of support, afll 
you must provide for yourselves." ^U 

Nuvejober 25(ft— The British army evacuated Ne^| 
York, and the American troops under General Kn^H 
look possession of the city. Soon after, General Wa^H 
ington and Governor Clinton, with their suite, mk^H 
r/ieif public entry into the city on horseback, follow^! 



V^iong : 



THE UNITED STATES. 



r 

M^Oie lieutenant g^overnor and the membere of council, 
for iheVniporar}' government of the sonthem dislrict, 
four aBreast. General Knos and the officers of the ar- 
ray, eight abreast ; citizens on horseback, eight abreast 
— (he speaker of the assembly and the citizens on foot, 
eight ttbreast. The governor gare a public dinner, at 
which the Commander-in* chief, and other general ofB- 
cera were present. The arrangements for the whole bu- 
siness were so well made and executed, thai the most ad- 
mirable tranquillity succeeded diroiigh ilie day and nighl. 
On Monday the government gaye an elegant enienain- 
ment to the French ambassador, the Chevalier de la Ln- 
sseme ; General Washington, the principal officers of' 
New-York state, and of Ihe army, and upwards of a hun- 
dred gentlemen were present. OTBgniticcnl fireworks, 
infinitely exceeding every tiling of the kind before seea 
in the United. States, were exhibited at the Bowl)i^~ 
Green in Broadway, on the evening of Tuesday, in cele- 
bration of the deAnilive treaty of peace. They commen- 

I r! by B dove descending with the ol/Tie "branch, end set- 
■1 lire to a marron battery. On Taesdaj- noon, De- 
■jber 4th, the principal offieers o{ the army assembled 

■. Francis' tavern, lo lake a ftnal leave of their much lov- 
t<\ Commander in Chief. W'ton after his Excellency 
entered the room. His emotions were too strong lo he 
concealed. Filling a glajs he turned lo them and said, 
" With a heart fidl of h-ve and gratitude, I now take 
leave of yoti. I most devouily wish thai your loiter days 
may be as prosperous and happy as yoOr fcrmer ones 
have been glorious and honorable." Havin^dnink, he 
added, " I cannot come to each of you to take my leave, 
but shall be obliged lo you, if each of you, will come and 
take me by the hand." General Knox being nearest, 
turned to him. Incapable of utterance, Washington, ia 
, teirs, grasped his hand, embraced and kissed him. In 
I die same aflectionate manner he took leare of each sue- 
ceediDg officer. In every eye was the tear of dignified 
lensibility ; and not a word was articulated to interrupt 
the eloquent silence, and tenderness of the scene. Leav- 
Hkg the room, he passed through the corps of Lght in- 
tsutrVi and walked to White Halt, where a barge waited 
- 30" 
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lo convey him to Faulus' Hook. The whole company 
fullowed in mute and golemn procession, with dejected 
countenances, testifying feelings of delicious melancholy, 
n'Uich n^ language can describe. Having eotered the 
bargf, he turned to the company, and waving his hal, 
bade them a silent adieu. They paid him the same atfec- 
lionate compliment, and after ths barge had left theia, 
returned in the same solemn manner to the place where 
ihey had assembled. The passions of human nature 
were never more tenderly agitated than in tliis interesl- 
iug and distressful scene," 

Congress was now in session at Annapolis, to whom, 
on the 23d of December, the commander in chief resign- 
ed his commission — " Irhe governor, council and Iegi3a- 
lure of Maryland, Bweral general ofliceis, ihe consul 
general of France, and numerous citizens of Annapoli; 
were present. Congress were seated and covered, a? 
repceseniativeB of the sovereignty of tiie union; llie i 
.'Spectators were uncovered and standing. The general y 
was introduced to a chair by the secretary, who, after a - 
decent interval ordered silence. A short pause ensued, 
when the honorable Thomas MifHin, the preeident, in- 
formed the general (hat " ihe UnUed States in Congress 
assembled were prepared (o receive his communications,'' 
On whicli he rose with dignity and delivered this address. 
" Mr. President, — The great events on which my re- 
signation depended, having at length taken place, I now 
have the l^ouour of offering my Sincere congratulation Id 
Congress, anAof presenting myself betbre them, to sur- 
render into their hands, the trnst committed to me, and 
to claim the indulgence of retiring from the service of 
my country, 

" Happy in the confirmation of our iriflependence and 
aovercigoty, and pleased with the opportuniiy afTordeil 
CJjie United Statjs, of becoming a respectable nation, f 
*- -'ign with satisfaction the appointment I accepted wid 
Ideiice ; a diffidence in my abilities, to accomplish d 
vtrduous a task, which, however, was superseded, by 1 
^confidence in the rectitude of our cause, the support a 
mike supreme power of the union, and the patronage 6! 
^T|eaven. 
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" The successful lermiiiation of the war has verified 
ihe iBOet sanguine expectatiotisiHQf gratitude for the 
■nterposliioiia of Providence, ani^ie assistaDce Thavc 
received from my courilnmen, increase with every re- 
view of the momentous contest. 

" While 1 respect my obligations lo the army in gene- 
ral, 1 should do injustice to my own feelings, not lo ac- 
kiiuwloilgc in ihis place, the peculiar services and distin- 
guiislied mcrils of the persons, who have been attached 
io my person during ihe war. It was impossible the 
choiee of conRiIential offictTs, to compose my family, 
rshould have been more fortunate. Permit me. Sir, to 
pigcoffnaenil in particular, thpse who have continued in 
iTTne services to the present moment, as worthy of the fa- 
vourable notice and patronage of fcongress. I consider 
it as to. indispensable duty to close this lost solemn act 
of my ofliciu) life, by commending the interests of our 
country, to the protection of Almighty God, and those 
It who have the supcrinteoiiance of them to his holy keep- 
ing. 

Having now linisheil the work assigned me, I relire 
from the great theatre of action ; and bidding an afiee- 
lioiiale farewell lo this august body, under whose orders 
I have lung acted, I here offer my commission, and lake 
my leave of all the employments of public life." 

WT\en accepting his commission, congress, through 
their president, expressed in glowing language lo Wash- 
tiiglon, their high sense of his wisdom and energy, in 
conducting the war to so happy a termination, and ill' 
voking the choicest blessings upon his future life. 

President Mifllin concluded as follows : " We join 
you in commending the interest of our country, to the 
protection of Almighty God, beseeching Him lo dispose 
the hearts and minds of ita citizens to improve the op- 
portunity alTordeil -them of becoming a happy nalion. 
And our prayers for you, sir, that your days may be 
happy and He will finally give you that reward which. 
this world cannot give. 
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crilPTER XIII. 

'■ the confederation. Formation and adoption oj the 
present Coitslllution of the United States. 



I 

^^- t) 

^gfOti the ISth of July, 1777, articles of conrederatioit 
and perpetual uuion were <lrawD up by congress, sni 
ratified by twelve of the states in the December fcillow- 
ing. Thia instrument was su imperfect sg to be tenued 
by some " a rope of siind." Brittle as it was, Yiovr- 
ever, it carried the people through a perilous war, a^ 
what it lacked in energy, waa snpplied by the spirit M 
the times. But when'the olive branch of peace succeed- 
ed to the clarion of war and the din of anna — when pri- 
vate iniereBt took precedence of public spirit, and intrigue 
usurped the place of national virtue, the watiu of the 
country called fur a more energetic compact, and the. 
cause of republican America required a more efficient 
safeguard. ' 

To effect this object, a convenlion was proposed,- which 
held its seEsioi) in Philadelphia. In this august body 
general Washington had a seat, and was chosen pres^ 
dent. On the 17th of September, 17S7. the finishing 
liaiid was put to the Constitution, which was submitted. 
to lire diflerent states, and ratified, at first, but by eleven. 
North Carolina and Rhode Island refusing their assent. 
The farmer u&entcd to it in 1789, and the latter in 1700. 

In 1789, general George Washington was elected first 
president of lie United Stales. 

It was with great reluctance ihat he accepted this ofr. 
iicc. His feelings, as he said himself, were like ihose at 
a culprit, going to the place of execution. But the voica 
of a whole continent, the pressing recommendation n 
his particular friends, and the apprehension, that he 
should otherwise be considered as unwilling to baari 
his repulstion in executing a system, Which he had a»- 
sisted in forming, determined him to accept the appoint- 
ment. In April he left Mount Veruon to proceed tft 
New-York, and lo enter on tlie duties of his high offica. 
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Be erery where received testimonies of respect and lore. 
At Trenton the gentler sex rewarded him for his si^esft- 
ft] enterprise, and the protection which he afffi-ded 
them twelve years before. On the bridge over the creek, 
irliich passes through the town, was erected a triumphal 
arch, ornamented with laurels and flowers, and supported 
by thirteen pil]ars, each encircled with wreaths of ever- 
green. On the front of the arch was inscribed, in large 
* giit letters, 

THE DEFENDER OF THE MOTHER WILL BE THE PROTECTOR 

OF THE DAUGHTERS. 

At diis place he was met by a party of matrons, leading 
their daughters, who were dressed in white, and who, 
with baskets of flowers in their hands, sung with exqui- 
site sweetness the following ode, written for the . occa- 
sion:—- 

Welcome, mighty chief, once more 
Welcome to thia {[rateful ihore ; 
Now DO mercenary foe 
Aims again the fatal blow, 
Aims at THEE the fatal blow. 

r 

Virgins fair and matrons grave, 
Those thy conquering arms did save, 
Build for thee triumphal bowers; 
Strew, ye fair, his way with flowers, 
Strew your hero's way with flowers. 

At the last line the flowers were strewed before him. 
After receiving such proofs of aflectionate attach iriont, 
he arrived at New-York, and was inaugurated first Vtvh'i- 
(lent of the United States on the thirtieth of April. In 
making the necessary arrangements of his houscliohl hv 
publicly announced, that neither visits of buHincss rinr 
of ceremony would be expected on Sunday, an h<*. wislu'«J 
to reserve that day sacredly to himself. 

In an impressive address to both houses of ('diiicrrM'^, 
he declared, with characteristic modesty, his " inru|»nri- 
ly for the mighty and untried cares before him," and of- 
fered his " fervent supplications to that Almighty Hrinjc 
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who Be providential aid can supply every human defect, 
tha^is beaediction would consecrate to the libertiee and, 
happiness of the people of the United States, a. goveni- 
ment instituted by themselves for these essential purpoit 
G9 : and would enable every instrument, employed in i~ 
administration, to execute with success, the fiiDclioi 
allotted to his charge." 

At the close of the Revolution, the people anticipated 
Independence and peace; bul they were flomcwhal dis- 
appointed ; debts contracted during the war bore heavi- 
ly upon ihe people. 

To remedy these evils, congress applied to ihe states 
lorn gram or the power to regulate commerce, and lo 
collect a revenue from iL New-York alone refused; 
but as unanimity was itquisile, her single negative de- 
feated the project In the mean time, the distress in- 
creased, and in Massachusetts, where it was the greatest, 
urged to insurrection a portion of the inhabitants. Near 
the close of the year 1786, they assembled, to the num- 
ber of two thousand, in the northwestern part ot^n 
state, and, choosing Daniel Shays their leader, demaArf" 
that the collection of debts should be suspended, aai., 
that the legislature should authorise the emission, of p)* 
per money for general circulation. 

Two bodies of militia, drawn from those parts of ^B: 
stale where diaatTeclion did not prevail, were immediate* 
ly despatched against them, one under the command 
general Lincoln, the other of general She))aTd. "" 
were easily dispersed : and afterwards abandoning 
L eedilious purposes, accepted the proffered indemnity 
The government. 

" It was a question whellier the general Govenunt 
tould be supported, or abandoned, or whether the 
fctof the Revolution should be realized or lost, 
f In May 179^ commissioners were appointed, and 
nbled at Philadelphia ; George Washington was t 
mously elected president. They deliberated with ' 
d doors, and happily it was agreed to sacrifice It 
terest, on the altar of public good. 
t An abstract of this constitution, nitit its several jubse- 
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qnent amendmeats follows : it is extracled from Mr. 
Webster's Elemcnta of Useful Knowledge, m 

Of the Ixgislalure. " The Legislative power of the 
United States is vested in a congress, consisting of two 
houses or branches, a senate, and a house of representa- 
tives. The members of ibe house of represenladves are 
chosen once in two years, by ttie persons who are quali- 
fied to vote for members of the most numerous branches 
of the legislature, in each State. To be entitled to a seat 
in this house, a person must have attained to the age of 
twenty-five years, been a citizen of the United States for 
seven years, and be an inhabitant of the State in which 
he is chosen. 

Of the Senate. "The senate consists of two senators 
from each State, chosen by the legislature for sis years. 
The Senate is divided into three classes, the scat of one 
of which is vacated every second year. If a vacancy 
happens, during the recess of the legislature, the execu- 
tive of the state makes a temporary appointment of a 
senator, until the next meeting of lie legislature. A sen- 
Bior musl have attained to the age of thirty years, ^w$ 
citizen of the United Slates nine. years, and be aajWHi^-' 
ilant of the State for which he is chosen. ' ^^ ~ ■ ' 

Of the power^of the two Houses, "The hoiovjUt- 
representatives choose tlieir own speaker and other off*! 
cers, and hava the exclusive power of impeaching public ' 
officers, and originating bills for raising a revenue. Tl^ 
vice president of the United Slates is president of tile 
senate; but the other oilicers are chosen by the senate. 
The senate tries all impeachments ; each house deter- 
mines the validity of the elections and qualifications of 
its own members, forms its own rules, and keeps a journal 
.of its proceedings, The members are privileged from 
arrest, while attending on the session, going to, or re- 
turning from the same, except for treason, felony, or 
breach of the peace. 

Of the powers of Congress. " The congress of ihe 
United States have power to make and enforce all laws, 
iry for the general welfare — as lo lay 
imposts, and excises ; borrow money, 
merCGi establish uniform rules of natur&lija- 
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tion, coin money, establUh post roada and post oHice?, 
pronRte tlie arts and sciences, insliliite tribunals iiiferiiir 
to the supreme court, define and punish piracy, declare 
war, ami make reprisals, raise and aupport armies, prii- 
vlde a navy, regulate the militia, and to make all laws ne- 
cessary tu carry these powers into cfTcct. 

Of Restrictions. "No bill of attainder, or retrospec- 
tive law, shall be passed ; the writ of habeas carpus ci 
not be suspended except in cases of rebellion or ini 
eion ; no direct tax can be laid, except according to & 
census of the inhabitaals ; no duty can be laid an r.I 
ports, no money can he drawn from the "treasury, unleS 
appropriated by law ; no title of nobiliiy can be grant 
nor can any public officer, without the consent o~ 
gress, accept of any present or title from any foreigj 
prince or atale. The states are restrained from emtlli>i| 
bills of credit, from making any thing but gold i 
a tender for debts, and from passing anj' law impairiid 
private contracts. 

Of tkc J^Tecuticc. "The executive power of the 
ted Slates is vested in a president, who hulds his office fc 
four years. To qualify a man for president, hemusthBTg 
been a citizen at the adoption of the const! tutiim, 
must be a native of the United States ; he must have 
tained to the age of iliiriy-five years, and been fourti 
years a resident witJiin the United Stales. The pr« 
dent and vice president are chosen by electoi 
led in such a manner as the legislature of each Slt^ 
sliall direct. The numbers of electors, in each stale, | 
equal to the whole number of senators and t 
Itit-ea. 

t ' Of the pmccrs of tfu: President. " The president J 
e United States is commander in chief of the army w 

, and of the militia when in oclual 
rttnla reprieves mtd pardons ; nominates, and witb ij 
>usent of the senate, appoints ambassadors, judges, Bi 
N>ther officers ; and, with the advice and consent of || 
■ MUate, forms treaties, provided two thirds of the s< 
I agree. He fills vacancies in offices which happen it 
WOie recess of the senate. He convenes the coRgtesri I 
rertraordinary occasions, reccVveafotaig^nui' ' " 
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nforroation lo eotiffress of ihe state of public nffaira, and 
n geurral, takes care that the laws be faiihfully esecu- 

Of the Judiciary. "The Jiuiiciary of the United 
Ulsies consists of one supreme court, nnrl such inferior 
:ourtfl as the congress shall ordain. The judges are to 
lold iheirolTices during good behaviour, and their sulll- 
ies cannot be diminished daring iheir continuance in 
iflice. The judicial power of these courts extends to all 
aaes in law anil equity, arising under the constitution, or 
awsof the United States, and under ireaties ; to CBsev 
if public ministers and consuls ; to all cases of adiniral- 
y ani raarilime jurisdiction; to cuntrovcrsies belwceu 
he Stales, and in which the United Slates are h parly : 
ictwcen citizens of different Stales; between a State 
tul a citizen of another Stvte, and between citizens of 
he same State, claiming under grants of different Slates ; 
lOd lo causes between one of the Slates or an Atnericiin 
ilizen, and a £ureig;u State or citizen. 

Cff Rights and Immunities. " In all criminal trials, 
ixcept impeachment, the triiil by jury is guaranteed to th« 
iccused. Treason is restricted to Uie simple acts of le- 
'ying war agaiiifet the United Stales, and adhering to their 
;uemies, giving ihem aid aud coinforl : and no person 
ion be conricted, but by two witnesses to the same act, 
ir by confession in open court, A conviction of treason 
» not followed by a corruption of blood, to disinherit the 
Kin of the criminal, nor by a forft'iliire of estate, except 
laring the life of the offender. The citizens of each 
^Uteare entitled to all privileges and immunities of cit- 
itens in the several States. Congress may admit new 
ftates into the union, and the national com{tuct guaran- 
ees, lo each Stale, a republican form of government, 
ogeiher with proteclion from foreign invasion and do- 
nestic violence. 

It has already been slated that in April 1780, General 
Vashington took the chair as the first President of the 
Jaited Stales, Messrs. Jefferson, Hamilton, and general 
Vnox appointed secretaries, aud Edmund Randolph, at- 
orney general. 

The secretary of the treasury was directed to preface 
21 
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a plan for the support of public credit, uid repoi 
name at thoir next meeting. 

AAer the ailjoiirnmont of consrress, the president i 
a tour through New England, where he was receirc 
the inhabitants with an afTeciion bordering on adon 
People of all classes crowded to behold the man n 
virtues and talents exalted him, in their Tiew, aboT 
hen^os of anciont and modern times ; and to presc 
him the uudissembled homage of their grateful hi 
But to none did lits visit give more exquisite plei 
than to the officers and soldiers of the *• patriot ar 
who had bet^n liis companions in suffering and in ric 
who wore ondoarod to him bv ihrir braver\- and £i 
in war« and bv the ma<:nanimiiv with which, in p 
I hey endvnvd unmeriied neglect and poverty. 

At the next session of congress, which commenc 
January. KiH>, Mr. llamihon* ihe secreiarv of the i 
cry, maJ.c l.is coir bra ted report upon the public 
eoniracud duriui: ihe roxohiiionarv war. Takin 
able and enlarged ^ iew of il;e advaniages of public 
it, he recommeniU'd ihai, noi oniv the debts of the < 

m 

n en tal c o :^ i: rt^ss, br. ; : h oso oi i b e < la ! cs arisi n ^ fro m 
exen5o:> :n tV.c CiMr.iv.x-n cn;3>o. >hor.lJ be fiziuioi 
sv.nuV. bv ii:e iciionU ir^^vemmtiii : and thai pro^ 
sh o;:' I ; bo ma i'. c to r ivn : .: £ i ":~. r i :: : ercs-t, b v im n ii 5 in s 
on cor'.r.:n ririioli's 0: «;:\;iry, and ois spirits disiiiicd 
in the countrv, 

I p.*n ;].:s report an ar.:r.ia:cd debate took pjace 

It I \ ...&..( 1 ».rt •«*•.*> « I . 1 \'. »*4^>t .. «.' » «..^« k ••! • • »• 4..*. 

« « « M • 

ft.a:i::«s bos:;Je to i>io/lO!r. f.r.ii vro ria:*r.jlvro 
Mr* Hi :i^. :«. ; o r« a> h on a ir; :vi *>■ r o : the c or.r o! : 1 : :■ r 

V; . \>' \ ;/ n >>i: .1 th i i r :V i rs^ ; > i : . h s ::>s v.:!! r t: o n o f 
1' t V ;> V .-V. J /. re r.cer L". f rot c rn ::^« n ; s;: V; < * rc-r. ire 
/ r/. 'A : r ^ ar. nr. rl i : £ rx .i' or . -j;< * r. i r-v lat c rf ^ *. S: .: v o 
..J OT^-. ::ori^ wr<v :r. i.i ;r.t c-os'.es:*. w:-J* :h«: >:a 
■/: : v-cwV, v,-t:!i >f rctr:."« bv ih< s;r?a^<; :•: i 
V t: :'. v.'.cros".. :." fvvivr: :: wht:htr ri^ti: or v 
r.*;:.* v.i.r;v, e^isiitac. ':»rir:c;paliv ia ih< i^>'.::hern : 
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and professing an ardent attaclnniealto the c»iii:il r'.j'ls!^ 
of man, took the name of republuBtn. 

3Ir. .Madison proposed, that \rlicncvcr ihc j.nM'..* -r- 
cnrin'es had been transferred, the hiL'hest jiricf wiiirh 
they had borne in the rauriiet should be paid to \\u- pur- 
ehaser, and the residue to the ori:rinal h«ld<r. Xi'u r :i:i 
eloquent debate, this proposition was re j^rted. T!k* 
party denominated federal, and existiaii prinripally in 
the northern stales, supported throughout with irriMi ;i]»il- 
ity and Ibrce of reasoning-, the plans of the socniary: 
hut on talking the vote in the house of r(j)rcst!il:it:v«..-\ 
they were rejected by a majority of two. 

Afterwards this national measure was ri»nnf rtci. a- i« 
too frequently the case in Icirishilive boiliis. v. iihoiit- 
which had excited much local ficlinir. It wi- ^j" ':• :- 
stood that, siiould the seal of froveriiuunt b( il\i I i^r 
ten year:; at Phiiadel])hia, and afierwards ixrni.iiM-siiIy :i' 
a place to be selected on the Poioma:'. some s r.;--.! rii 
members would withdraw their oj»po^ititin t<» thi- lu::;!:! j 
«ysleui. A law t(» that cllect wu-; :i<c«»rdinL'iy ( i!a« i"!. 
The former discussion was then resuiiii-.l. Th. ]«1;.:".< J 
the secretary were adopted in tl:*' .-riiatr. nii-] .iit. rv. :.:!-• 
in the house, two members rcpre.-ciiiinj (i;-tri«:r ^r.i li.* 
Potomac*, chunifing' their roles. Tiic r!< * : n-.-. :» 1 
amuunied to a Jitile more ilian >'.*v('ii!y-!iv<.' ii;;ii!';.- i 
<lolhirs ; upon a part of which three per <.. nt. ;.;..I i.|..,;i 
tkc remainder six per cent, interest wa- ?.» i-c ]i.-\ !. 

The eiiict of iliis measure was lT'-hi ami rii]»:'l. Tin- 
pri;*e of liie ind)lic jjapcr, which lial fallen lo iwelv-.' «»r 
i'li'icpn cents on the dollar, suddeidy rose to the sunt ex* 
pressed on the face of it. This diirercnce was L^:iiiie.l. in 
nio-^l instances, by purchasers of the s'^ruriiit ... w !m. 
^eellnir indebted, for this immense accession of weahh. to 
the plans of tlie secretary, reganlfd him with t Jiihn^ias- 
tic attachment. But in others, this wealih, sii'M* nly ar- 
(jiiired without merit, excited envy and (ii-jsaii.-laeiiwr.. 
These jnined the republican j)arty : who laiicyioir ih*y 
were witnessing the fulfilment of their prediction, became 
more active in tlieir op])osition. 

The recommendation of the secretary to impose addi- 
tional duties, was not acted upon until the next session 
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k Oi3lillert spirits were propoMiIl 
_ ■ i of tile inhabitants beyond 1 
the Allegany mouutain^, whc^re no otber spirils weic I 
consumed, eijual to those of the tnhabila 
const, who consumed moat of the Brticles on whiclrjg 
impost <luty was paid. In the beginning of theyGl 
1731, they were kid as proposed. A national bank, t' 
commended also by the same officer, was in tile ai 
year incorporated. Both measures 
silion from the republican party. 

When the new government was 
eleven states had ratified the const 

North Carolina anil Rhode Island, the two disscnling 1 
slates, adopted it ; the former in November, 1788, ^ I 
latter in May, 1790. In 1701, Vermont adopteil il, wd J 
applied to congress lo be admiltej into the "^ 

territory of this state, situated between New Hampshl 
and New York, was claimed by both, and both had mai 
grants of land within its limits. In 1777, Ihe inhabilsnl^ 
refusmg to submit lo either, declared themeelres indM 
pendent. Although not represented in the contineoM 
congress, yet, during the ivar, they embraceil the canM 
of their brethren in the oLher states, and to ihem th^ 
aid was often rendered, and waa always enicieD|.~| 
Agreeably to their request, an act was now pas; 
stituting Vermont one of the members of the uni 
act was also passed, declaring that the district of Ken 
lucky, then a part of Virginia, should be admitted i 
the union on ihe first day of June, in the aucceedii^ 
year. 

In 1791, was completed the Crsl census or emimer 
[ion of the inhabilnnts of the United S 
amounted to 3,921,326, of which number ( 
slaves. The revenue, according to the report of ■ti 
secretary of the treasury, amounted to 4,771,000 dollars?' 
the exports to about nineteen, and the imports to aboul 
twenty millions. A great improvement in the circum- 
stances of the people began at this period to be visible. 
The establishment ol' a firm and regular government, anil 
conlideoce in the men whom they bad chosen to adraiais- 
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lerit, gave an impulse to [heir excrlions, which bore then,] 
rapidly f'lrwanJ in the career of prosperiiy. 

In ITIK), a lerniination was put to the war, which, 
several years, hod raged between the Crecli. Indian* 
the State of tJeorgia. Pacific overtures were also 
to the hostile tribes itiliabiting the banks of the Scioi 
and the Wabash. These being rejected, an army ol 
1400 men, commanded by General Harmer, was det^ 
palrhed against ihera. Two biitlles were fottght nei 
Chilicnthe, in Ohio, between snccessivedetachments from 
this array and the Indians, in which the latter were vicux 

Emholdened by these successes, ihey made more vig- 
orous attacks u^on the frontier seUleinents, which snfTer^ 
ed all the dislres^ing calamities of an Indian war. Ait- 
ditional troops were raisedt and the command of the 
■ whole was given lo General Sl Clair. With near SOOfli 
men, he marched, in October, into the wilderness. By 
desertion and detachments, this force was reduced to 
fourteen hundred men. On the third of November*. 
ihey encamped a few miles from the Tillages on the Mi- 
ami, intending lo remain tlierc until joined by those 
who were absent. 

But before sunrise, the next morning, just after lh<t 
troops were dismissed from the parade, they were a 
lacked unexpectedly by ihc Indiana. The new leviei 
who were in front, rushed hack in confusion upon tb4 
regulars. These, who had been hastily formed, wei^ 
thrown into disorder. They, however, with great 
pidity, advanced into the midst of the enemy, who retip" 
ed from covert to covert, keeping always beyond reach* 
and again returning us soon aa the troops were recalled 
from pursuit. In these charges, many brave and experi- 
enced oflicers were killed ; the loss of men was also great, 
and no permament impression was made upon the ene- 

At length, after a conlesl of three or four hours, St, 
Clair, whose ill health disabled him from performing thai 
active dutiee of commander, determined to withdraw 
from the field the remnant of his troops. "CTve VM^^aisli 
that the directions to retire were given, a ii6DT4M\'i &.f"^^ 
SI" 
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commenced. Fortunately for the survivors, the victori- 
ous Indians were soon recalled fmm pursnit lo the camp, 
by their avidity for plunder ; and the vanquished contin- 
ued their retreat unmolested to the frontier settlements. 
Id this bottle, the numbers engaged on both sides were 
KUpposed to be equal. Of the whites, the slaughter wni 
almost beyond example. Six hundred and thirty were 
killed and missing, and two hundred and sixty were 
wounded — oloaa which proves at once the obstinacy of 
the defence, and the bravery of the assailants. On re- 
ceiving information of this disaster, congress, rCAolring 
to prosecute the war with increased^ vigor, made provii- 
ion for augmenting, bv enlistment, the military foTUof 
the nation toSOOUmen. 

In the autumn of 1793, general Washington was again 
unaniiEOusly elected Presirletit of the American R«pul 
lie, and in.March, 1793, wasinducted into oflice. M 
Adams was re-elected vice-president, in oppo^tion I 
George Clinton, of New- York. In the progress of^ei 
elections, but little party feeling was exhibited ; the rfr 
pose of society was not disturbed, hut the citizens nini 
to posts of the highest honor those whom their judgi 
menis and affections designated as the most worthy. 

Early in April, information was received of the dech- 

ration of war by France, against England and Holland 

The United Stales were greatly interested for the succB 

of France, which had assisted us during om* Revolulia 

The French people, at the same time, tcgirded i 

Americans as their brethren, bound to them by the li«ia i 

I gratitude ; and when the kings of Europe, dreading J 

■.establishment o( republicanism in her borders, assei 

^bled in arms to restore monarchy to France, she lookt 

across the Atlantic fur sympathy and assistance. Tl 

new government, recalling the minister whom the Kii 

Biad appointed, despatched the citizen Genet, of ard« 

temper and a zealous Republican, to supply his place.- 

» April, 1793, lie arrived at Charleston, in South Car 

ina, where he was received, by the governor and the dl- 

in a manner expressive of their warm altachmenl 

country, and their cordial approbation of ihf 

tn^^e in her iiistilaV\onB. 
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Fl&ttered by liia reception, and pre^umiag lliat the iia.- 
tion and [he government were actunteil liy similar feel' 
inffs, he assumed the ttulhorily of expediting privateers 
from that port to cruize against (lie vesads of nation* 
who were enemies to France, but at peace with the ITni- 
lod States, a procedure forbidden by the laws of nations, 
and derog-niorv to the govemmenl of the Country. Not- 
withstanding this illegal assumption of power, he receir- 
ed, ou his journey to Philadelphia, cstraragant marks o( 
public attachment ; and, on his arrival there, " crowdi 
flocked from every avenue of the city, to meet the repub- 
lican ambassador of an allied nation." Intoxicated br 
these continued and increased dcmonslrationa of regard, 
he persisted in forming and cxeoiiting schemes of hostil- 
ity ag;ainat the enemies of Prance 

Mr. Hammond and the American cabinet disapproved 
of these proceedings, and laid thorn before the Presidenl, 
who appealed to the French goyernmcnt, and they re- 
solved that Genet should be sncceeded by jMr. Fauchei, 
nnd Mr, Monroe was sent out to France lo succeed Mr, 
Morris, The first day of January, 1791, Mr. Jefferson, 
the secretary, resigned, and was succeeded liy Edmund 
Randolph. 

Ever since the peace of 17S3, the United Slates and- 
Great Britain complained of each other as violating the 
stipulation contained in the treaty. The latter was accu- 
sed of carwiug away negroes, and the former for pre- 
veuting thVloyalists from regaining possession of their 
estates, and British subjects from recovering the debti ^ 
contracted before the commencement of hostilities. Mr. 
John Jay was appointed envoy extraordinary to the court 
of Great Britain, and succeeded in negotiating a treaty 
with the coiirtof St. James, in June, I7!)3. 

Mr. Hamilton retired from the office of seerctary, and 
was succeeded by Oliver Wolcott, of Connecticut. 

As the lime for a new election of President approach- 
ed, Washington signified his intention to retire from pub- 
lic life, and published, at the same lime, his farewell ad~ 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Adams's Administration. 

f In FebruarVi 1797, John Adams was declared lo bd 
elected president for the term of four years, commencing 
4lh of March, and Mr, JefTerson vice president. Wash- 
ington retired lo Mount Vernon, liaving established hif 
fame as the greatest hero, nnd most distinguished states- 
man of the age. He there devoted his time to the culU- 
vation of an extensive farm, and to the enjoyment, once 
more, of the sweets of private fife. 

March 4th, Mr. Adams entered upon the duties of hit 
office- I'he numerous tribes of Indians on the western 
territories, had been taught, by arms and justice, to re- 
spect the United States, and continue at peace. Trea- 
ties had been formed with Algiers and Tripoli, so that 
the Mediterranean was opened to American vessels. 

The administration of Mr. Adams was met at the 
threstiold, by open indignity on the part of France, in 
her refusing to accept Mr. Pinckney in exchange for 
Mr. Monroe. This refusal roused the sensibUilies of 
Mr. Adams, and he immediately nominated two others, 
Mr. Marshall and Mr. Gerr}-, who were sent out to Pnmce 
to co-operate with Mr. Pinckney, if possible^o settle ay 
accommodation with the directory ~ 

To command the armies of the United States, Pren> | 
k dent Adams, with the unanimous advice of the SenatCi 
appointed (Jeorge Washington, He consented, but vi 
t^at reluctance, to accept the oilice i declaring, howev- 
er, that he cordially approved the measures of the gor- 
srnment. 

No opportunity was presented of testing the skill and J 
couMge of the American troops. At sea, a desperate I 
Oction was fought between the frigate Constellation, atm 
38 guns, commanded by Commodore Truxton. and thel 
French frigate L'lnBurgenie, of 40 guns. The lalter,f 
althoagh of superior force, was captured. The same in-| 
trepid oScer, in a aubseq^uenl «c\von, cQm^^iiA «.a(itber| 
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French frigate of 50 gtma, lo alrike her colors, but she 
afterwards escaped in the night. 

The United States, in arms at home, and viclorinus on 
the ocean, commanded the respect of their enemy.— 
The directory made overtures of peace. The Presidetil 
im mediately appointed ministers, wlio, on ihcir arrirHl 
at Paris, found ihe.cxccutivc aulliorilyin the potisfiBsii 
of Bonaparte as first consul. They were promptly at 
credited, and in September, 1800, a treaty was coiichid' 
ed aaliafaciory to Loth countries. 

While this negotiation was in progresj 
AtnericDn people were overshadoued with gloom, by the 
sudden death of the Father of his country. On the 14lh 
of December, 1799, after an illness of one day only, 
general Washington expired. Intelligence, of thisevent, 
ns it rapidly spread, produced t^ponianeous. deep, ond 
unalfected grief, eiispcnding' every other thought, aud 
absorbing every diilercnl feeling. 

Congress, then in session at Philadclpliia, immediate- 
ly adjourned. On assembling the next day, (he House 
of Representatives resolved, "that the speaker's chair 
.'houid be shrouded in black, and llie members ivear 
black during the sesaion ; and that a joint committee 
should he appointed to derise tiie most suitable manner 
of paying honor lo the memory of the MAN iirat in war, 
first in peace, and first in the hearts of his countrymen." 

The senate, on this melancholy occasion, addressed a 
letter of condolence lo the president of the United 
Slates. "<rhi9 event," ihey observe, " so distressing to 
ail our fellow citizens, must be particularly heavy lo you, 
who have long been associated with him in deeds of pa- 
triotism. Permit us, air, tn mingle our tears with yours. 
On this occasion it is manly to weep. To lose such a 
man, at such a crisis, is no common calamity to iho 
world. Our country mourns a father. The Almighty 
Disposer of human events has taken from us our great- 
est benefactor and ornament. It becomes na lo submit 
with reverence to HIM who maketh darkness his pavi- 

" With pnlriolic pridi 
WASHINGTON, and 
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coiinlrica who have been pre-eminent in fame. Ancient 
and meiiern names are diminished before him. Great- 
ness and guilt have too often been allied ; but ins fame is 
wliitcr than it ia brilliant. The destroyer of nations 
stood abashed at the majeaty of hia rirtues. It reproved 
ihe inlcmpcronce of their ambition, and darkened the 
splendor of victory. 

" Such was the man whom wo deplore. Thanks t 
God, his glory ia consummated. Washington vet live 
on earth in his epolleas example — his spirit is in heaven. 
Let his countrymen consecrate the memory of the heroic 
general, llie patriotic statesman, and the virtuous sage; 
let them teach their children never to forget that the , 
fruits of his labors, and of his example, are tlicir ialieri- 

Agreeably to the report of the committee, and the una- 
nimoua resolves of congress, a funeral procession moved 
from the legislative hall to the German Lutheran Church, 
where an oralion was delivered by General Lee, a reprc- 
senlutive from Virginia. The procession was grand and 
solemn, the oration impressive and eloquent. Throngli- 
nut the union similar marks of affliction were exhibited. 
A whole bereaved people appeared'in mourning. Ill 
every part of the republic, funeral orations were tleliTer- 
■ ed, and the best talents of the nation were devoted to an 
expression of the nation's grief. 

In 1800, Congress removed from Philadelphia to a 

place which had been previously selected ; and publiefl 

buildings were erected on the Potomac, a'lew milei^ 

above Mount Vernon, to which the name of Waahingtou 

^ was given, and congress commenced its session for ihd 

^ first time at this place in November. 

President Adams' tirst term was drawing nigh to ■ 
close, and the people were to give their votes ' 
next president. 

Tile federahsts supported Mr. Adams, and genentl 
Pinckney; the republicans, Mr. JelTcrson and colond>J 
Burr. 

The strife of the two pnrties during the lime o 
tioneering, was spirited, Mr. Jeflcrson and Mr. Btirr ri 
ceived a very small majority, and their votes were equi 
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enchhaving sevenly three. The house of reprcsenlalive 
was called to make a decieion. After thirty five Iriale, 
Mr. Jefierson was chosen president, and Mr. Burr i 
president. At this period, the population amounted to j 
5,319,763, having increaBed about one million four hun-^ 
dred thousand, in ten years. 

Mr. Jefl'erson entered upon the duty of preridei 

March 4th, 1801. Mr. Jefferson took a bold and decid^ 

cd stand, as may be seen by the following extract from | 



his message : 

" Equn! and exact jusli 
or persuafiion, reli^uus o 
and honest friendship, i 



1 all their rights, 



ce to all men, of whatever slate 
r political : — peace, 
with all nations, eniangli 
iupport of the Blatc govemmenU 
e most competent adminiBtratioa 
,and (he surest bulwarks agninst 
anti-republican tendencies : — the preservaiioii of the gen- 
eral government in its whole consiilntional vigour, as the 
sheet onchor of our peace at home, and safety abroad : — ■ 
a jealous care of the right of election by ihe people, a 
mild and safe corrective of abuaea which are lopped by 

the sword of revolution where peaceable remedies are 

improTided : — absolute acquiescence in the decisions o( 
(he majority, the vital principle of republics, from wMcl; 
is no appeal but to force, the vital principle and imraedi-i 
ale parent of despotisms : — « well disciplined militia, our. 
best reliance in peace, and for the first moments of war, 
till regulars may relieve them : ibe supremacy of the ci- 
vil over the military authority : — economy iu the publip 
expense, that labor may be lightly burthened. 

The honest payment of our debts, and sacred preser- 
vation of the public faith : encouragement of agriculture, 
ant! of commerce as its hand-maid : the diffusion of in. 
formation, and arraignment of all abuses at the bar of 
public reason : — freedom of religion : freedom of thi 
press; and freedom of person, under the protection o 
the habeas corpus : — and trial by juries impartially se 
lected." — " These principles," added Mr. Jeflerson. 
** should be the creed of our political railh-~and should 
we wander from them in moments of errour or of alarm. 
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let ns hasten to retrace our steps, and to regain 
ivliich alone leatla to pence, liberty and safety." 

In 1603, Oliio was adraitlecl iw an independent stal 

iiitu the imiDii. It derived lu name from the river Ohii 

which sirceps the southern border of the state. Louiaia 

^waa purchased by ihe United States, in April, 1803, ( 

Bfce Eum of fifteen millions of dollars. 

f The Tiipohtan cruiaera continued to harrass the va 

, scIb of iLc Ufiited States, and congress determioed I 

I act with greater vigor ag'oinst them. Accordingly,! 

aqoadron was fitted out and the command given to cotn 

modore Preble. On arriving before Tripoli, c»pit] 

Bainbridge, in the frigate Philadelphia, of 44 guns, wi 

nent into the harbor to reconnoitre. While in eager pa 

suit of a small vessel, he unfortunately advanced so f1 

that the frigate grounded, and ull attempts to remove Itl 

were in Tain, The sea around her was ininiRdialely d 

vered with Tripolitan gun-bo a la, and captain Bainlwidj 

was compelled to surrender. The oJIicers were cuneid 

red as prisoners of war ; but the crew, according to tl 

custom of Barbary, werii treated as slaves. 

At the capture of this frigate, the encmv rejoiced ta 
exulted beyond measure. Lieutenant Btephec ~ 
conceived the design of retaking or destroying bfl 
Commodore Preble, applauding the spirit of the youtfaA 
hero, granted him permission to make the attempt. I 
February, 1894, he sailed from Syracuse, in a BOHt 
schooner, having on board but seventy-six men, cDtere 
ndiscovered the harbour of Tripoli, andadvaocingbok 
ly took a station alongside (he frigate. Perceiving l' 
crew in conslcrnalion, Decatur sprang on board, his in 
llowed, and with drawn sworda rushed upon ihe eat 
y. The decks were soon cleared, some being killed 
id others driven into the sea. 
A heavy cannonade upon the frigate, from the I 
ries on shore and the corsairs near, was now commeti 

eral vessels of war were seen approaching. 
Was Bct on fire and abandoned, none of the party beinj 
killed and but four wounded. Throughout all the pira> 
tical stales, this brilliant exploit exalted the reputation c(f j 
the American arma. The president, in reward ofbii id>j3 
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•Ireas and bravery, promoted lieutenniil DecaHir to the 
rank of poal-capiain in the navy. 

The Basiiaw. who mi^ht well be compared to tlie loud 
which wished lo swell itself to the size of an ox. repuaed 
in fancied secuvity. He cast a malignant glance at the 
Htt>e BfiUBilroD in which D»c«inr was one of the distin- . 
guished leaders. He saw in the hay spreading before | 
his city, hia batleries, and his castles, a noble Ameri" 
frlgate. (the Philadelphia,) and the pride of ihe Am 
can navy — npon which Uic " slar-spangled banner" once 
triumphantly waved, now added to his naval force \ man- 
ned by a double crew of Tripolilana, and with the Turk- 
ish crescent waving on its mast. He saw iis once gal- 
lant crew, miserable slaves in hia own gloomy dungeons; 
and, in anticipation, feasted his cannibal appetite upon 
all the virtima which the American squadron could add 
10 his list of Christian slaves. 

The American squadron obliged the Bashaw to smell 
[heir powder, and taste their lead so frequently, thut he 
«'?is obliged to offer favourable terms of peace, which 
were accepted, and the war in the Mediterranean ended. 

In June, 1804, colonel Burr challenged^Mr. Hamilton 
Id settle some trilling olfence by a duel, in which tlie lat- 
i.:r was killed. 

This year Mr. Jefferson was re-elected president, aud 
George Clinton vice-president; and Iheir term of office 
commenced in March. 1805. This year Alichigan be- 
'Time a government of the United States, and General 
Hiill was appointed by Mr. Jefferson the first governor. 

Burr, notwithstanding his brilliant talents, now sunk, 
iKr a time, into merited obscurity. Hia future conduct 
-liowed, howerer, that, while unobserved by his fellow 
liiizens, he had not been idle. In the autumn of l&Ofl, 
lii* movements in the western country attracted the no- 
lice of government. He had purchased and was build- 
ing boats on the Ohio, and engaging men lo descend that 
river. His declared purpose was to form a settlcftient 
on the banks of the Washita, in Louisiana ; but the ehar- 
i Uter of the man, the nature of hia preparations, and the 
I incaatiaus disclosures of his associates, led to the auspi- 
I aoQ that his true object was either to gain posseesiBn of 
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■Wew -Orleans, and erect inlo a separate government ihi- 
Munlry watered by the Mississippi and its branches, m 
a invade, from the territories of the United States, thf 
r.iich Spanish province of Mexico. 

From the lirHt moment of suspicion, he was closely 
watched by the agents of the goverament. At Natchez 
while on his way to New-Orleans, he was cited to appear 
before the supreme court of the Mississipi Territory.— 
But he had so enveloped his projects in secrecy, thai 
fluJTtcieut evidence to convict him could not be produced, 
and he was discharged. Hearing, however, that several 
persons, suspected of being his accomplices, had been 
arrested at New-Orleans and elsewhere, he fled in disguise 
from Natchez, was apprehended on the Tombigbee, itoi 
conveyed a prisoner to Richmond. Two indictmenl* 
were found against him, one charging him with treason 
against the United States, the other with preparing Btid 
ccimmenciDg an expedition against the dominions of 
Spain. 

In August, 1807, he was tried, upon those indictmc 
before John Marshall, the chief Justice of the Veil 
Slates. Full evidence of his guilt not being exhibit 
he was acquitted by the jury. The people, howeM 
believed him guilty; and by their desertion 
tempt, he was reduced to a condition of the most qb} 
wretchedness. The ease with which his plans were 
feated, demonstrated the strength of the goveri 
and his fate will ever be an impressive w^arning to ^. ._ 
who, in a free country, listen to the aug^stione of etJJti 
nal ambition. 

In June, 1807, an event occurred, which for « 
concentrated upon one of the several nations, Uie who 
weight of popular indignation. 

On the 33d of June, the Chesapeake weighed sncll 
and proceeded to sea. She passed the British sW^ 
Bellona and Melampns, lying in Lynnliaven bay, who* 
appearance was friendly. There were two other sinf 
that lay off Cape Henry, one of which the Loop** 
captain Humphreys, weighed anchor, and in a few nor 
came alongside the Chesapeake. 

A British officer immediately came on board, and W 
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■handed ibe deserteta. To this, captain Barron replied, 
that he did not know of any being there, and tliaC his 
duty forbade him lo allow of any muster of his crew, 
except by their own officers. 

During this interview, Barron noticed some proceed- 
ings of a hostile nature on board the adverse ship, but 
he could not be persuaded that any thing but menaee was 
intended by them. After the British officer departed, he 
gave orders to clear his gun deck, and after sotne lime, 
he directed the men to their quarters secretly, and with- 
out beat of drum : aiill, however, without any serious 
apprehensions of an attack. 

Before these orders could he executed, ihe Leopard 
commenced o heavy fire. This fire un fortunately was 
very destructive. lu about thirty minutes, the hull, rig- 
ging, and spars of llie Chesapeake were greatly danmged, 
^ree men were killed and sixteen wounded; among the 
latter was the captain himself. Stich was tlie previous 
disorder, that during this time, the utmost exertions were 
ioauffieient to'prepare the ship for action, and the cap- 
uin thought proper to Btrikehis colours. 

The British captain refused to accept the surrender of 
llip Chesapeake, but took from her crew. Ware, Martin. 
■iNrl Strachan, the three men formerly demanded as de- 
striers, and a fourth, John Wilson, claimed as a runa- 
way from a merchant ship. * 

This insolent attack upon a national ship, — this wanton 
'■iorcise of a claim derogatory to national honor, — arous- 
*<I the spirit of the republic. Tlie diatinciions of party 
^vere forgotten, numerous meetings of the citizens were 
"eld, and all concurred in the expression of a deterrai- 
"Wion to support the government of their country in tie 
^llbrts to obtain, whether by ncgocialion or war, satis- 
faction for this insulting outrage. 

The presideni, by proclamation, prohibited all British 
^Ips of war from continuing in or entering the harbours 
Of the United States. He sent instructions to the minis- 
^r at Loiulon to demand satisfaction for the insult, and 
'Rcurity against future aggression. He summoned eon- 
Kresa lo meol and decide what further measures should 
g« adopted. The British government promptly dm- 
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ling the act of its officer, (he hostile feelings wl 
liiiil been excited began to subside ; but delaying to ; 
der Balisfactiou, and refusing to adopt adequate loeasi 
to prevent a continuance of aggression, they were 
extinguished nor appeased. 

On ihe 6th of November following, the emperor !(■»■ 
poleon issued his Berlin decree, which declared all lb|] 
Britisli isles in a state of blockade. This decree waaii^ 
direct violation of llie Irealy between France and llv 
United Htates, as< well as of the law of nations. 

On the 7lh of January, 1807, the British govei 

:I this decree by an order in council, declaring 
■Kssels coasting from one port to another on the coast 

ranee, or that of her allies, liable to seizure 




e llth of November, Great Britain i< _ 
I prderain council, by way of retaliation upon the F 
■i^ecreee, " declaring all nations at war with Great I 
uid all ports from which the British flag is exclni 
to be under tlie same restrictions in point ef trade a 
navigation, as if the same were in b. etatc of blockade.* 
To retaliate upon Great Britain for her orders in 
^^ cili the French emperor issued his Milan decree, d 
^L iug " all veesela denationalized, which shall have e 
^B^«iitted to a search from a British ship, and every ra 
^V^a good pr^e, which shall sail to or from Great Brit 
^■rOr any of her colonies or countries occupied by Bl!l 
^r troops," December Hth, 1807. 
^B\ Ou the Z'id, cousresB laid au indefinite embargo. 
^Bfc Tims balanced, America began to feel more imjn 
^K^BWly, the convulsions of Europe, and to fmd herself 
^■Tolfcd in the contest. One grand system of intri 
^m tow pervaded all Chnsteudom, and paved the way 
^p' the calamiiiea that followed. 

Mr. Jefferson being desirous of confirming the eu 
pie of Washington, declined a re-election. James Ml 
son was elected president, and George Clinton ro-olec 
vice-president, March, 1809. 

Great l}rilain continued to violate the laws of nei 
She had Slips nf war stationed before the principal 1 
' 'iBUrs of the United Slates. American merchanU 
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\r ere boarded, searched, and many of them sent to Bril- 
ish ports aa legal prizes. 

Commotlore Roili^ers, commanding the frigate Presi- 
dent, was fired upon by the Brilish Hloop of war Little ^ 
Belt, of 18 guns ; but llie President being a superior 
force, the Little Bell was soon Bilenced with considerable 
loss. 

Congress, in November 181 1, passed a law to increase 
the regular array to 3B,000 men ; empowered the presi- 
dent to accept the services of Toliinteers, and to borrow 
eleven thousand dollars. 

Congress continued to taaVe preparations for war, yet 
still cherishing the hope, that a change of policy in Eu- 
rope would render unnecessary an appeal to arms. Oil 
the 20th of May, 1813, the Hornet arrived from London. 
bringing informiition that no prospect esialed of a ft- 
vorable chauge. On the first of June, the question in 
congress was, whether ihey should continue to endure 
their wrongs, or resort to arms. 

The British government had been told in plain term", 
that if they continued lo drag the Amerioan seamen from 
their eliips, and rob the vessels of their goods, war would 
be inevitable. 

Congress, after sitting a number of days with closed 
doors, declared war against Great Britain, on the IHlh 
of June, ISl'i ; aud on the following day, war was pub- 
licly proclaimed. 

The jwesidenl was authorised to receive 60,000 voKm- 
leere, and to call out one hundred thousand militia. 
Governor Hull, at the head of about two thousand men, 
Was on his march to Detroit, with a view of putthig an 
end to the Indian hostilities, when he received infornui- 
lion of the declaration of war. This little army Toarch- 
ed to Spring Wells, within a few miles of Detroit, July 
&tb ; there they had some small skirmishes with the 
Indians, but soon compelled them to retire ; and Hull 
proceeded without molestation to Sandwichi Here be 
was met by a superior force, under the command of 
Cieneral Brock. General Hull hastened back lo Detroit. 

On the 14th, the British took a position opposite to 
Detroit, and erected batteries. The next day, tliey be- 
23' 
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a cannunade upon the American fortJIIcalion, whidll 
{rsa relurneil with preciEioii and effect On ihe Ifitfa, Ocl 
raeniy crossed the river, taking post about three mUeg J 
'^bove the town, and advanced towards the fort in donj 

4, twelve deep. The hearts of our soJdiers nin 
beat Jiigli at their approach, especling to regain tl 
credit. Bui who can descpibe tlie chagrin and mortifiiid 
tion which took possession of iJiese troops. <^ 

Ai the very inomeni the destruction of the enemy wi^ 
certain, — orders were given not lo fire. The IroOps 
were ordered to slack their arma, and to the aslouidi- 
ment of all, a white flag, in token of submisgion, was 
suspended from the walls. Words are wanting to ex- 
press the feelings of the Americans on this occasion; 
ilie}' considered themselves basely betrayed, in thus sur- 
rendering lo an inferior force, without firing a gun, when 
lliey were firmly convinced the enemy were in their 
power. General Hull was exchanged for thirty British 
prisoners, brouirht before a court martial, charged with . 
treason, cowardice, and unofBcer-like conduct ; was se 
tenced^^ to death. The sentence was remitted by 1 
president, but his name was ordered to be stmck fro] 
the rolls of the army. While the nation was oversprei 
with gloom in consequence of this disaster, they we(i 
suddenly consoled in the most pleasing manner. 
and glorious era burst upon our country, and ii[ 
world. 

Al the moment of the declaration of war, a squadra 
mider commodore Rogers, had rendezvoused under tf' 
ordet of the government, off Sandy Hook, consiBling.il 
Ihe frigates President, Congress, United SlateS) and i 
brig Hornet. On the 21st of June they put to sea. ' 
pursuit of a British squadron, which had sailed as I 
convoy of the West India fleet, the preceding moQlili 
While thus engaged, the British frigate Belvideia » " 
discovered, to which they instantly gave chase. T 
chase was continued from early in the morning until part I 
fourin the afternoon, when the President, outsailing fa I 
other vessels, had come within gun shot, she openeda.! 
fire with her bow guns, intending to cripple the Belrid^ I 
ra, which retii-ned it with her stern chasers. The firiii| I 
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was kept up for ten minutes, when one oi' the iriins of the 
President burst, killed and wounded *i\trrn nu-n. and 
fractured ihe leg of the commodort. By tl.is acoiiitiit, 
and the explosion of the passinn box. the dicK?* wort- so 
much shattered, as to render the irun< on ti.at sitir use- 
less. The ship was then put about, and a brnu::-i'!c llrt.I, 
but without the desired ellect, tlioujh con-siilrrai-hj iiijurv 
was done the Bclvidera. This vessel huviiii; tlirown 
overboard every thin§ she could s|.:ire, n«»\v i::iim'vl 
ground. The chase Avas continued until t lov«>n u'rl-vk 
at night, before it was deemed hopeless. Tho siiu-- h'-^n 
then continued in pursuit of the convoy, whifh ii «!id not 
pre over until within sight of the Biiti^h clianm 1 : then 
stood for the island of Madeira, and thcnct' j>a.'.sin!X the 
Azores, stood for Newfoundland, and then**** by Cape 
Sable, arrived at Boston the 30ih of Auirust, ha\ iiiir made 
prize of several British vessels : but owiiiir tv* the hazi- 
ness of the weather, they were less successful than mi;r!it 
have been expected. 

The frigate Essex Avent to sea from New York, on the 
third of July ; the Conslilulion sailed fn)m the Chrrfa- 
peakc on the twelfth ; the brills Nautilus and Vixen, 
Were at the same time cruisinir oil" the coa<{ ; tlie sloop of 
War Wasp was at sea on her return from Fraiiro. 

The Constitution, Capt. Hull, had sailed fn»m Annapo- 
lis on the 5th of July. On the morniuir </!' the 17lh, oil' 
Egir Harbour, she was chased by a shij) of the line, the 
AlVica, and the frigates Shannon, Guerriere, Belvidera, 
aiul .Eolus. These vessels were approaching rapidly, 
^'ith a line breeze, while it was nearly a calm about the 
Constitution. At sunrise the next morning, esca])e from 
the enemy was almost hopeless, as they were then with- 
in five miles. The Constitution was th(jrcfore cleared 
for action, determined to make a desperate resistance. 
The enemy still drawing near, captain Hull resolved to 
make another effort to escape. Boats were sent aliead, 
witli anchors for the purpose of warping ; there prevail- 
ing almost a calm. The others fmding the Constitution 
gaining upon them, resorted to the same exj)edient. 
The chase continued in this manner for two days, partly 
sailing with light breves, and partly war;)ing, until the 
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20th, when the squadron was left entirely out of sighl 
Thia escape from so great a disparity of force, was c 
sidered as (leBCTving a high rank in naval exploits 
was much admired at the lime, as evincing auperiur 
tical skill. The advantage to the British in this c 
was considcruble, when we reflect that their foreiB 
vessel had the assistance of all the boala of the i 
ron, for the pHrpose of towing. The superiority I 
captain Hull, wns ihitt of acamauship alone. This su- 
periority was sometime afterwards proved in a most re- 
markable manner : while naval history lasts it will nol 
be forgotten. 

The Constitution again put to sea, on the second ol 
September. On the nineteenth, a vessel hove in sighi, 
and a chase instantly comnsenced. It was aoon disco- 
vered to be the Guerriere, one of the beat frigates in the 
British navy; and which seemed not averse from tf 
rencontre, as she backed her i 
Constitution to come down. 

rcho'fai 



occurrence to 

a formul chalji 
She had at om 



\ 



lain topsail, waiting fortll 

This was a most desinbJ 
as this frigate had for looil 
3ricsn frigate, having given J 
Lge to ail our vessels of the same chsi, 
nf her mast heads a flag, on which het 
hed ill large characters, by way of gaacot. 
other, the words, "not the LiltteBelC,^ 
iH..alIusion to the broadsides which the Pj-esident I 
given that vessel, before the war. The Guerriere 1 
looked into several of our ports, and effected lo be k 
ecedingly anxious to earn the first laurel from the lie" } 
t'nen»y. The Constitution being made ready for 8' 
now bore down, her crew giving three cheers. At first J 
it was the intention of captain Hull, to bring lie 
action immediately; but on coming within^un-shottdi 
gave a broadside and filed away, then wore, giv'" 
broadside ou the other tack, but without efl'ecU - 
now continued wearing, and manieuvring, on bothei 
for three quarters of an hour, the Guerriere attemptlol 
to take a raking position: but failing in this, she I~ 
up, under her topsail and jib. The ConstilUtion peTCi 
ing this made eail to come up with her. Captain HnH 
with admiral coolness, received the ejienty's fire. 
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out retorniDg it. The enem}', mislaking lliis conduct on 
the part of die American commander, for want of skill, 
continued to poiir out his broadsides with a view to crip- 
ple his antagooisL From the Constitution, not a gun 
had been fired. Already had an officer twice come on 
deck, with information that several of the mtm had been 
killed at their guns. The gallant crew though burniiig 
with impatience, silently awaited the orders of their com- 
mander. The moment so long looked for, at last arrived. 
Sailing masler Aylwin, having seconded die views of the 
captain, with admirable skill, in bringing the vessels ex* 
ictly to the station intended, orders were given at five 
minutes before five, P. M. to fire broadside after broad- 
side, in quick Buccessiozi. Tlie crew inatanlly discover- 
ed the whole plan, and entered into it, with all the spirit 
the circtunstanee was calculated to inspire. Never was 
any firing ao dreadful. For fifteen minutes the vivid 
lightning of the Conatitutiuo'a guns continued one blaze, 
and their thunder roared with scarce an •inlermisaion. 
The enemy's mizen mast had gone by the board, ajid he 
slorfd espiised to a raking fire, which swept his decks. 
The Guerriere had now become unmanageable ; her hull, 
rigging and sails dreadfully torn : when the Constitution 
attempted to lay her on board. At this moment lieuten- 
ant Bush, In attempting to throw his mariner on board, 
was killed by a musket ball, and the enemy shot ahead, 
but could not be brought before the wind. A raking fire 
now continued for fifteen minutes longer, when his main* 
mast and fnremast went, taking with them every spar, 
excepting the bowsprit. On seeing this, the firing Ceas- 
ed, and at twenty five minutes past five she surrendered. 
*' In thirty minutes," auys captain Hull, " after we got 
fairly along side of the enemy, she surrendered and had 
aot a spur standing, and her hull, above and below water, 
8o shattered that a few more broadsides must have carri- 
ed htr down." The Guerriere was so much damaged, 
t» to render it impossible to bring her in ; she was there- 
fore set fire to the next day, and llown up. The dam- 
age sustained by the Constitution, was compBratively of 
so little consequence, that she actually made ready fur 
uclion, when a veaael appeared i " ' 



illy made ready lor 
light the utxt day. 
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The lose od board the Guerriere was fifteen killed and 
sixty threewounded; ou the side of the Constitution seren 
killed and seven wounded. It is pleasing to observe, thtf; 
even ttieBrittsh commander, on this occasion, bore Usti>t 
mony lo the humanity and gcneroBity, with which he wa* 
treatudby the victors. The American frig'ate was BoBte^ 
what superior in force, by a few guna, but this differerter 
bore no comparison to the disparity of the coniliat l%r 
Guerriere was thought to be a match for any vessel of tart 
elbss, and had been ranked amongst the largest in thr 
British navy. The Constitution arrived at Boston on 
the 38th of August, having captured several merchantl 

On the 7th of Seplembcr, Commodore Porter, of tie 
Esses, fell in with a fleet of merchantmen, and at night 
cut out a brig with a hundred and fifty soldiers on boardr 
which was ransomed for 14000 dollars. On the 13th o( 
August, the Essex fell in with the Alert, sloop of wan 
and captured her in eight minutes. 

On the Sth of October, a sqtiadron, consisting of tl 
President, the United States, Congress, and the Aigis, 
sailed frtim Boston on a cruise. On the 13th, the Vmtai 
States and Argiis parted from the rest in a gale of wind. 
A ic» days nfterivards, Ihs President and Congress ba 
the good fortune to capture the British packet Swalltn 
w'th SiOO,000 dollars on board, and on the 30th of Dw^ 
cembei arrived at Boston, after a very successful ertdse. 

The Argus was not les^ortunate ; after parting from 
the squadron, she cruised in every direction, between tht 
continent and the West Indies, and after being out nine 
ty-six days, she returned to New- York, with prizes I 
ilio amount of two hundred thousand dollars. She mad 
various hairbreadth escapes ; atone time, she was cbu^_ 
• d by a British squadron for three days, and severi 
times almost surrounded ; she was one moment wilhil 
pistol shot of a seventy-four, and yet, in the midst of all 
this peril, she actually captured and manned one of h 
prizea. 

The United States, commanded by that distinguished 
officer, Commodore Decatur, soon after her separaltoi 
from ihe si^uadron, had the good fortune to add auolbei 
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Wctory to our Naval Chronicle, not less gloriouf ihnn 
}hat of the Constitution. On the 25Ui o[ flctoher, off 
fae Western Islands, ahe I'elt in with the Mncedoninn, 
>ipt. Carden, a irigate of ihc largest clasn, carrying 49 
runs and 300 laen. The Mairedonian, being to vrind- 
Fard, she had it iu her pover to choose her distance, and 
t no time were they nearer than musket shot ; from this 
iircumstance, and the prevalence of a heavy sea, the 
iction lasted nearly two hours. The superiority of the 
Ikjnericaa gunnery, in (his action, was very remarkable, 
loth for ils greater rapidity and effect. From the con- 
inued blaze of her guns, the United Stales was, at one 
Doment, thought by her antagonist to be on fire ; a mis- 
ake of very short duration. On board the Macedonian, 
here were 3S killed and 68 wounded. She lost her 
aainmast, her main- top mast, and main yard, and woa 
auch cut up In her hull. The United Stales suffered so 
ittle, that a return to port was not ncceaeary ; she had 
inly fife killed, and seven wounded. Among the killed, 
vas lientenant Funk, of whom the Commoilore spoke in 
he highest terms. Lieutenant Allen was ou this occn- 
lion highly applauded. The commodore arrived at New 
If OT^ on the 4lh of December, with his prize. Coiorao- 
Jore Decatur, already a universal favorite, experiencfid 
.he same demonstrations of gratitude a^ were shown 10 
i^apt. Hull ; nor was there denied him (hat new species 
if praise, which the generoUs conduct of our heroic sea- 
men has uniformly drawn forth^ the praise of the ene- 
ny ; all the private properly belonging to the men and 
:>fiicerfl on board the Macedonian, was restored to the 
uptured, with the most rigid exactitude ; and their treat- 
ment was the most polite and humane. 
' An act of generosity and benevolence on the part of 
Dur brave tara, of the victorious frigate, deserves lo be 
booourably rccordtid. The carpenter, who was unfortu- 
DStcly killed in the contlict with the Macedonian, had 
left tliree small children to ihe care of a worthless moth- 
er. When the circumstance became known lo the brave 
seamen, they iusluntly made a contribution amongst 
thcioaelves, to the amount of eight hundred dollars, and 
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placed il in anfe hands, to he appropriated to the edua- 
tion and maintenance of the unhappy orphans. 

The l'ei)Iina;3 of the nation had scarce lime to aubsiitp, 
when the welcome news of another vieiory was recelr- 
ed i a victory over an enfimy most decidedly SDperiorhl 
force, and under circumstiinces the most TaTOrable ki 
him. This WHS the capture of ihe brig Frolick, ofSS- 
guns, by the stoop of war Wa^p, Captain Jont^ bill 
returned from France two weeks after the declaratba of 
war, and on the ISth of Oi^tober again put to sea. 
the 16th, he experienced a heavy gale, in which llie Wiap 
lostherjib boomand iwomen. " On the evening of the 
following day, Ihe Wasp found herself near five strange 
sail, and as two of them appeared tu be ahipa of war, it 
was thought proper lo keep at a distance. At day-|ighli 
on Snnday morning, they were discovered to be six met- 
chant ahips, from Honduras to England, under strong 
convoy of a brig and two ships, armed with sixteen pAi 
each. The brig, which proved lo be the Frolic, ftpt 
Whinyates. dropped behind, while the others made itH.' 
The Wasp, being prepared for action, at 32 minutes pSBl 
II o'clock, came down to the windward in haaidBOiiK 
style, when the action was begun hy the enemy's ca 
and mnsketry. This was retiirned, and approBcMoi 
Biillnearer, Ihe enemy brought her to close action. '" 
live minutes the main-topmast of the Wasp was i 
away, and fulling down with the main-topsail yardacros 
the larboard fore and fcre-topsail, rendered her held' 
yards unmanageable dwing [he rest of the action, 
two minutes more her gaft and roizzen top-gallant mnsU 
were shot away. The sea being exceedingly rough, drf 
muzzles of the Wasp's guns were sometimes under Wi- 
ler. The English tired as their vessel rose, so that their 
shot was either thrown away, or touched the rigging <n 
the Americans ; the Wasp, on the contrary, fired aB ats 
sunk, and every time struck the hull of her antagonist.— 
The Wasp now shot ahead, raked her, and then resunied 
her position. The Frolic's fire had evidently slackened) 
and the Wasp gradually neared her, until (he last broid- 
side, they touched her side with their rammers. It wii 
determined to lay her by the board. The Jib-boom «f 
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the Prolic came in between the main and mizzon-maet 
rigging" of the Wasp, and after giving a raking fire, which 
swept the whole deck, they resolred to l)our(l. Lii»uton- 
ant Biddle sprang on the rigging of the enomy's hnw- 
sprit, where he was at first somewhat enlan^liMl, and luid- 
shipman Barker, in his impatience to be on buard, raiighc 
hold of Biddle's coat, and fell back on the deck, but in a 
moment sprang up and leaped on the bow'si)rit, whero he 
found one Lang and another seaman, llisj surj)i*ist3 can 
scarcely be imagined, when he found no person on Jock 
except three officers and the seaman at the wIkuI. TIio 
deck was slippery with blood, and prosonled a scene of 
havoc and ruin, such as has been seldom witnes<oil. — 
As he advanced, the officers threw down their swofls in 
submission. The colours were still flyinir, thrrc hvUiu; 
no seamen left to pull them down. Lioutrnant Diddh* 
leaped into the rigging, and hauled them down with his 
own hands, Thus, in forty-three minutes, comj>hirt; 
possession was taken of the Frolic, after one of the most 
bloody conflicts any where recorded in naval hist'^ry. — 
The condition of this unfortunate vessel was inex]>re«si- 
bly shocking. The birth deck was crowded wiih the 
dead, the dying and the wounded ; and the masts, whieii 
soon after fell, covering the dead and every thinir on 
deck, leaving her a most melancholy wreck. Captiin 
Jones sent on board his surgeon, and hinnarii*ly exerted 
himself in their relief, to the utmost of his power, 'i'he 
loss on board the Frolic was thirty killed and lli'ty woun- 
ded ; on board the Wasp, five killed, and live sli^hily 
wounded. This was certainly the most d(!r isive artion 
fought during the war. The Wasp and Frolic wrre })^nh 
captured that very day by a British seventy-lour, the 
Foictiers, captain Bcresford. 

On the 4th of March, 1813, Mr. Madison enteretl upon 
the second term of his office, Mr. Gcorire (Clinton w-is 
elected vice-president, but soon after died, and was ^^uc- 
ceeded by Elbridge Gerry. 

So great was the desire of the citizens of th(* western 
country to regain possession of the territory oi Michi- 
gan, that, in order to efifectit, general Harrison resolved 
to undertake a winter campaign. Genei^A \\*vTv^\vvi.«i\fc\n 

S3 
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witli a portion of the western army, proceeded ia ad- 
vance lo Frenehtown, a village on the river Raiain, not 
far from Detroit. A British party, stationed in (he vil- 
lage, was attacked, routed, and entirely dispersed. 

The Americans encamped near the field of battle, a 
part of them being protected by close garden pickets. — 
Although near an enemy's post^ but little precaution wai- 
taken to prevent a. surprise. Early in the morning of the 
23d of January, ihey were attacked by a large force of 
British and Indians, the former commanded by colonel 
Procter, the latter by the chiefs Roundhead and Spliilog, 
The troops in the open field were thrown into disoitler. 
General Winchester, and other oiHcers, made an ineffect- 
ual attempt to rally them. They fled, but while atte^)* 
ing to escape, were mostly killed by ihe Indians. Tht 
general and colonel Lewis were m^e prisoners. 

The troops behind the pickets maintained the CODIM 
with undaunted bravery. At length colonel Procter u- 
sured general Winchester, that if the remainder of the 
Americans would immediately surrender, they shoulilbo 
protected from massacre ; but otherwise he would ae\ 
fire to the village, and would not be responsible for the 
conduct of the savages. Intimidated by this threat, gen- 
eral Winchester sent an order to die troops to surrender, 
which they obeyed. 

Colonel Procter, leaving the wounded without a guard, 
marclied back immediately to Mahlen. Tiie Indian* 
accompanied them a few miles, but returned early the 
next morning. Deeds of horror followed. The wound- 
ed oflicers were dragged from the housea, killed and scalp- 
ed in the streets. The buildings were set on firt 
I Some who attempted to escape, were forced back i 
the flames. Others were put to death by the tomahai 
and left shockingly mangled in the highway. The ii 

■ nyof this butchery should not fall upon the perpetni 
klone. It must rest equally upon those who instigal 

■ them to hostility, by whose side they fought, who « 
B able and were bound by a solemn engagement to rest 

The battle and massacre at Frenehtown, clothed 1 
Ctodcy and Ohio in mourning. Other volunteers, in^ 
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nant at the trenchery and cruelly of their foea, hastened 
to the aid of Harriaon. He marched to the rapids of 
the Miami, where he erected a fun, which he called Fort 
Meigs, in honor of the governor of Ohio. ' On the first 
of May, it was invested by a l>rge number of Indians, 
and by a parly of British troops from Maiden, the whols 
commanded by colonel Procter. 

Fire days afterwards, general Clay, at the head of 
1200 Kentuckians. made an attempt to'raise ihe siege. — 
Dividing his force into several parties, and making an 
impetuous onset, he drove ihe besiegers from their works. 
His troops, supposing the victory complete, and disre- 
garding the orders of their commander, dispersed into 
the woods. The enemy, returning from their flight, ob- 
tained an easy victory. Of the Americans, two or three 
hundred escaped into the fort ; about three himdred were 
killed or made prisoners ; ihe remainder fled lo the near- 
est setllemenls. The enemy sustained considerable loss. 
The fort continued lo be defended vritit bravery and skill. 
The Indians, unaccustomed lo sieges, became weary and 
dificDQlented. On the 9th of May, notwithslandhig the 
enlreatiesof their chief, Tecumseh, they deserted their 
allies. On the 9th, the enemy, despairing of sticcess, 
made a precipilaie retreat. General Harrison, leaving 
general Clay in command, returned to Ohio for reinforce- 
ments, but in this quarter active operations were not re-^ 
sumed until a squadron had been built and prepared for' 
action on Lake Erie. • 

At Sackeii'a Harbor, on the northern froniier, a body 
of troops had been assembled under the command of 
general Dearborn, and great exertions were made, by 
commodore Chauncey, to build anil equip a squadron, 
on Lake Ontarfo, sufficiently powerful to contend with 
that of the enemy. By ihe S6th of April, the naval pre- 
parations were bo far completed, that the general, and 
1700 troops, were conveyed across the Lake to tlie attack 
of York, the capital of Upper Canada. 

On theailh, an advanced party, led hy brigadier gene-' 
ral Pike, who was born in a. camp and bred a soldier 
from his birth, landed, although opposed, at the water's 
1 by a superior force. After a ihort but : 
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fliel, the enemy were driven to their fortifications. Tlie 

reat of the troops having landed, the whole parly press- 
ed forward, carried the first battery by assault, and were 
moving towards the main works, when the enemy's mag- 
azine blew up, with a tremeudoua explosion, hurling 
upon the advancing troops immeni^e quantities of stone 
and timber. 

Numbers were killed; the gallant Pike receivei! a mor- 
tal wound ; the troops halted for a moment, but recover- 
ing from the shock, again pressed forward, and soon 
gained possession of the town. Of the British troops, 
one hundred were lulled, nearly three huudreil ware 
wounded, and the same number made prisoners. Of ihe 
AmcricanB, three hundred and twenty were killed and 
wounded, and nearly all of them by the explosio 
the magazine. The flag which waved over the fort, 
carried lo the dying Pike ; at his desire, it was pit 
under his head, when, with the smile of triumph on 
lips, he expired. 

. The object of the expedition attained, ibe squadi 
troops returned to Sackett's Harbor, whence, the wound- 
ed and prisoners being landed, and other troops Lakcn 
rn board, it sailed. to Fort George, at the head of the 
Lake. After a warm engagement, the enemy abaodon- 
ed, and the Americans entered the Fort. The fiigttivei 
retired to the licights at tlie head of Burlington bay. Ou 
their retreat, ihey were joined by a detachment from 
fort Erie and rhippeWSy. Two brigades, under generals 
"' .dler and Winder, were despatched in pursuit. Od 
veiling of the fiih of June, they encamped at Stoney 
Creek, in die vicinity of the enemy, who, coueiderini 
their situation debjiernte, turned upon their pursuers 
Wlacked cliemio the oight. ' 

The Americans received them with cooli 
IS the darkness, that general Chandler, i 
J lace himself at the head of his artillery, ihi 
* itu the midst of a British party. A few mi 

ards, the same mistake was committed by general VT 
dcr. Satisfied with the capture of these oflii 
ff w other prisonerB, the enemy ii 
The American Hoopi returned 
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dflforttme was soon followed by another. Lieutenant 
alonel Boerstler, having been sent, with five hundred 
lent ^ disperse a body of iha enemy collected ai the 
eaver Dams, waa surrounded, and the whole detachment 
lade prison era. 
While the greater part of the American array was thus 
mployed in Canada, the British mnde an attack upon the 
npnrtant post of Sacketi's Harbor. On the 27lh of 
fay, their squadron appeared before the town. Alarm 
unsiBstanlly assembled the citizens of the iiei^libour- 
ood. General Brovvn, of the New York militia, com- 
landed in chief, his whole force amounting to abotit unc 
lionsand men. By hia ordern, a slight breast work waa 
aetily thrown up, at the only place when' the enemy 
ould land. Behind this, he jdaced the militia, the regu- 
irs under colontjl Backus forming a second line. 

Oil iJie morning of tjie 2ath, one thoUBaud Briliih 
roops landed from the squadron. They advanced tu- 
r&Td the breastwirk. The inililia, seized with a suddi-'u 
>anic, fled in confusion. Oolonel Mills, in a vain attempt 
rally them, was mortally wounded. The regulars, af- 
«r a spirited reiiislance, were compelled to retire towards 
^h« town, but in their retrcal they took posaession of the 
louses on the ruad. From these coverts lliey poured ho 
lestruiitive a lire upon the British column, thatil halted 
tsd fell back. General Brown, by a stratagem, con- 
certed this sligia check into a pre«ipit»te (light. Col- 
lecting the panic struck militia, he directed iheir course' 
tlong a road, wbicli, while it led from the village, appear* 
ed to the British commander to lead to the place of land- 
ing. Perceiving them marching with great speed, lie 
^apposed that titeir object was to cutoff his retreat, and 
re-embarked so hastily aa to leave behind most of hi* 
woDnded. Geni-ral Crown, in recompense for his servi- 
ces, was appointed a brigadier in the regular army. 

Meanwhile, upon the sea coast, a distressing and pre- 
datory war was carried on, by a large detachment from 
Ifaa powerful navy of (ireal Biiiain. One squadron, sta- 
tioned in Delaware bay, captured and burned every mer- 
chant vessel which came within its reach. The inhaliit- 
>(il9 of Ldwistoii, in the state of Delaware, having refu- 
23' 
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sed to sell provisions to the enemy, the village was boiD' 
harded and several attempts were made to land, but they 
were defeated by tKe militia. 

Oh the fourth of February, a squadron consisting 
iHo ships of the line, three fri^les, and other vesaeiB, 
made its appearance in the Chesapeake, apparently stand- 
ing for Hampton Roads. The alarm was immediateh 
c-iiiighT at Norfolk, and the militia called in from the ap- 
per part of the slate. No attempt, however, wafi maJe 
ui>on the town, the enemy contenting himself with de- 
,ng the smaller vessels employed in the navigalioa 
of the bay, and etfeciively blockading its waters. About 
''le s^me time, another squadron under the command of 
jmmodore Beresford, appeared in the Delaware, con- 
'•■iBting of the Foictiers, the Belvidera, and some other 
vessels, which in the same manner destroyed a number 
of small trading vessels, and attempted several times la 
land some of their men, who were as often repulsed hj 
the militia, hastily' collected. On the 10th of April, lii 
John Beresford made a demand on the people of the vil- 
lage of Lewistown, for a supply of provisions, which 
was spiritedly refused by colonel Davis, commandiDs at 
that place. Captain Dyron, of the Belvidera, was order 
ed Co move near the village and bombard it, until ihedc' 
mand should be complied with. This was obeyed, but 
without effect ; after a cannonade of twenty hours, thej 
were unable to make any impression on the place. Their 
tire had been returned from some batteries, hastily ihrou'ti 
up on the bank, with considerable effect. On the lOih 
of May, the same squadron sent out their barges in the 
neighbourhood of Lewistown, lo procure water. Major 
George Himter was detached by colonel Davis, with one 
hundred and fifty men, to oppose their landing, which 
the major did with so much gallantry, that he compelkd 
tliem to hasten to their shipping. The squadron sown 
after returned to Bermuda, where sir J. Borlace Warren. 
who commanded on this station, was engaged in liltine 
out a more considerable armament, for the attack of oU 
Bpa-coast during the summer. 

Soon after the departure of the squadron, the S| 
and aome other frigates entered the Delaware. 
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their ressels, the Martin, was discovered on the twenty- 
ninth of Ji^y, elightly grounded on the outer odge of 
Crow's shoals. A detachment of the gunhoDt flotilla im- 
mediately mored, and anchoring in a line about three 
quarters of a mile from the sloop, opened a deBimclire 
file upon her. The Junon frigate soon after came off fo 
her relief ; a cannonade was kept up during an hour be- ' 
iween the gunboats and these two vessels, in which the 
hiiter aulfered great injury. Finding it impoaaible to ' 
drive off this musquelo fleet, ihey manned their launches, 
tenders, and cutlers, to cut off the gunboats at the ex- 
tremity of the Lne, No. 121, commanded by sailing 
master Head, was unfortunately taken, after a desperate 
resistance against eight limes her number. The Brilish 
soon after made sail, the Mai'tin having been extricated 
from her situation. 

Scenes of a different kind were, in the meanwhile, act- 
ing in the Chesapeake. The squadron, which returned 
in February, still continued lo carry aft a predatory war 
along the shores and inlets. Jt was here, that one Cock- 
burn, by some means, an admiral in the service of the 
king of England, exhibited the first of those exploits, fur 
which be aifterwards became ao highly celebrated ; and 
of which he may justly claim to he the originator. At 
first they were directed against the detached farm houses 
and seats of private gentlemen, unprepared for, and in- 
capable of del'eaue ; these were robbed, and the owners 
treated in the rudest manner. The cattle which could 
not be carried away, were doomed to wanton deslruc' 
tion ; the slaves were armed against their owners, and 
persuaded lo follow the example of their new friends, lo 
attack their master's defenceless families, .and lo engage 
in pillaging tliem, It was impossible lo station a force 
at each farmhouse, to repel these miserable aud disgrace- 
ful incursions ; yet, in several inatiinces, Cockburn and 
his ruffians were bravely repelled by a collection of the 
neighbours without auihoriiy, and under no leader. - The 
spirited citizens of Maryland formed bodies of cavalry, 
which were staiiimed at intervals along the shore, to be 
drawn out at a moment's warning, for the purpose of re- 
pelling the sudden inroads of the enemy. Cockburn Look 



376 UNIVERSAL HISTORY OF 

possession of several islands in the baj^, particularly 
Sharp^s, Tilgh man's, and Poplar islands, whence be could 
seize the opportunity nf mailing' a descent upon the 
neighbouring' shores, when the inhabitants happened 10 
be off their guard. 

Encouraged by hie success against the farmers, and his 
rapacity increasing by ihe booty wliich lie had already 
obtained, Cockburn now resolved to undertake aomelhing 
of a more bold and adventurous character, ia which hij 
thirst for plunder, and hia love of mischief, mighi'be 
gratified in a higher degree. He therefore directed his 
attention to the unprotected villages and hamlets, along 
the bay ; carefully avoiding the larger towns, the plun- 
dering of which might be attended with some danger. 
The first of these exploit? was against tbe village of 
Frenehiuwn, containing six dwelling houses, two kr^e 
storehouses, and several stables. It is important, hoiv- 
ever, as a place of deposite on the hne of packets and 
siagesfrom Philadelphia to the city of Baltimore, and 
Cockburn rightly conjectured that here there migiit be 
private property to a considerable omouni. He accord- 
ingly set out on this expedition, from his ship, the Marl- 
borough, in barges, with five hundred marines; a suffi* 
cient number to have carried the town on their backi. 
Some show of resisiance wsa made hy a smuU parly of 
militia collected from Elktnn, but whieh moved otT bs 
the admiral a;iproacbed. The storehouses were destniy-— 
ed, together with the goods they were unable to cany oT" 
to an immense amount. Amongst other objecU of ffai 
ton destruction, was an elegant drop-curtain, iniende 
^^ for the theatres of the cities before mentioned. Thtf^ 
Ibrand was applied lo some of [lie private dwelling hous- 
), and to several ressels lying at the wharf; aiitr 
jhieving this glorious victory, the admiral, fearing the i 
^^oach of the militia, hastily retired to his ship. 
- The nest exploit of the admiral, was of etin greaM 
'liportance. The town of Havre de Grace is situMe^ 
D the Susquehanna, about two milex frum the head ol 
le bay, and is a neat village, containing twenty or ihirif 
I liouseg. An attack on this place was the next obje^ 
r Wbicb entered into the plan of the admiral's operaUoB 



m THE UNITED STATES. 277 

Accordingly on the third of May, before day light, hia 
approach was annoimfed by a few ciinnon shot, and the 
firing of rorkels. The inhabitants, rmised from their 
sleep, leaped up in the greatest consternation, and the 
more courageous repaired to the beach, where a few 
small pieces of artillery had been planted on a kind of 
batterj' for the purpose of defence against the smaller 
ivaCeruig or plundering parties of the enemy. After fir- 
ing -? ■few shots, with the escefition of an old ritizen of 
the >lace, of the name of O'Neill, they all fled on the 
approach of the barges, abandoning the village to the 
mercy of Cockburn. O'Neill alone continued to tight, 
loading a piece of artillery, and firing it himself, nntil by 
recoiling it ran over his thigh and wounded him severely. 
He then armed himself with a muaket, and limping away, 
aiill kept up a retreating tight with the advancing colnmci 
of the British, who had by this time landed and formed ; 
after which he moved offio join his five or six comrades, 
vrbom he attempted in vain to rally. 

The ocean, in the mean time, had been the theatre of 
sanguinary conflicts, in which the victors gained untar- 
(li shed laurels. Captain Lawrence, in (he sloop of war 
Hornet, discovering, in the neutral port of San Salvador> 
a British sloop of war of superior force, challenged her 
Commander to meet him at sea. The challenge being 
declined. Captain Lawrence blockaded the fort until far- 
ced by a ship of the line to retire. 

Soon after, on the 23d of February, the Hornet met 
the British brig Peacock, of about equal force. A fierce 
ciimbat ensued. -In leas than fifteen miniUea, the Pea- 
cock struck her colours, displaying, at the same time a 
signal of distress. The victors hastened to the relief of 
the ranqnisbed, and the same strength which had been 
«serted to conquer was now exerted to save. Their ef- 
tiri.s were but partially fiuccessful. She sunk before all 
i II- crew could be removed, carrying down nine Dntieh 
?r-,(iiicn and three brave and generous Americans. In 
ili(v battle, the loss of the Hornet was but one killed and 
two wounded ; that of the Peacock was never ascertain* 

the United Slates, captain Lawrence 
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was promoted to the eoramand of the frigate Chesapeake, 
then in the harhor of Boalon. For several weeks, the 
British frigate Shannon, of equal force but having a se- 
lected creW) had been cruising befors the port ; and cap- 
tain Brolie, her commander, had announced bis wish W 
meet, in single combat, an American frigate. Intlamed 
by this challenge, captain Lawrence, although his crew 
was just enlisted, and his oDicers were strangers to him 
and to each other, set sail, on the first of June, in par- 
suit of the Shannon. 

Towards evening of the same day, (hey met, and in- 
stantly engage»J, with unexampled fury. In a very feit 
minutes, and in quick succession, the sailing master of 
the Chesa peaks was killed, captain Lawrence and three 
Lieutenants were severely wounded, her rigging was so 
cut to pieces that she fell on board the Gannon, her 
chest of arms blew up, captain Lawrence received a sec- 
ond and mortal wound and was carried below : at this in; 
slant, the position of the ships being favorable, caplwn 
Broke, at the head of his marines, gallantly boarded the 
Chesapeake, when every officer who could take commanil 
being killed or woui|ded, resistance ceased, and the AQle^ 
ican flag was struck by the enemy. 

Thatfortune favoured the Shannon cannot be doubted. 
That ibe event would have been the same had fortune fa- 
voured neither, is rendered probable by the astonishlDf 
effect of her lire. This unexpected defeat impeUed the 
Americans to seek for circumstances consoliDg to ibeii 
piide, and in the journals of the day, many such were 
stated lo liave preceded and atiended ihe action. Bin 
nothing could allay their grief at the fall of the youthful 
and intrepid Lawrence. His previous victory and mag- 
; nanimous conduct had rendered him the favourite of the 
■ nation, end he was lamented with sorrow, deep, sincere, 
md lasting. When carried below, he was asked li" i)ll 
E&loA should be struck. " No," he replied, " iln i -mi!' 
irave while Hive." When the.faie of the ship m'.i- l;.- 
tided, his proud apiritwas broken. He became ddiiikHB 
Tfrom excess of mental and bodily suffering. Whsntf 
able to speak, he would exclaim, "Don't give up* 
ship!" an espreasiou consecrated by his cor ' "^ 
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ind he uttered but few other words during the four days 
iliKthe survived his defeat. 

I This victory was not achieved without tosa. Of the 
^^ew of the Shannon, twenty four were kiHed and fifty 
<ix wounded. Of that of the Chesapeake, forty eight 
iFere killed and nearly one hundred wounded. Great 
was the exultation of the enemy. Victories over the fri- 
ifatcs of other nations were occurrences too common to 
Isxcite emotion-; but the capture of an American frigate 
was considered a glorious epoch in the naval history of 
Gireat Britain. The honors and rewards bestowed upon 
captain Broke were such as had never before been re- 
ceived but by the conqueror of a squadron. These de- 
monstralions of triumph were inadvenant confessions of 
American superiority ; and were to the vanquished them- 
selves, somces of triumph and consolation. 

The next eqcounCer at sea was between the American 
trig Argus and the British brig Pelican. The Initer was 
of superior force, and was victorious. Soon after, the 
American brig Enterprise, commanded by lieutenant Bur- 
rows, captured the British brig Boxer, commanded by 
captain BIyth, The.te vessels were of equal force, but 
the great effect of the lire of the Enterprise furnished'to 
the Americana another proof of the superior skill of their 
eeamen. Both commanders were hilled in the action, 
and were buried, each by the other's side, in Portland. 

Commodore Porter had been cruising in the Pacilic for 
nearly a year, in on which he had capt-ired 

several British a pi d wha b ps. Some of these were 
equipped as Am n and store ships ; and the 

Atlantic, now c d h E Junior, of twenty guns 

and sixty men w a g d o Lieut. Downes. The 
jirizes which w b T d i, were convoyed by this 

officer to Valparaiso. On his return, he brought inteUi- 
^nce to Qommodore Porter that a British squadron, 
' Misting of one frigate, and two sloops of war, and a 
ship of twenty guns, had sailed in quest of the 
The commodore took measures immediately, to 
his vessel, which, haviug accomplished, on the 
if December, 1813, he sailed for t^alparaiso, in 
npiay with the Essex Junior. 
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was not long after the arrival of Comraodore Prt 
Vatparaiflo, when Commoilore Hillyar appear^ 
there in the Phcebc frigate, accompanied by the Cheni 
sloop of war. These vesaela had been equipped for tii 
purpose of meeting the Essex, with picked crewsifl 
prime order, and hoisted Hags hearing the motto, " Gf 
and ouF coiintrj', Rritish sailors' beat rights ; traitors ijj 
JcTid tketn. 

This was in allusion to Porter's celebrated inotln. j 

Free trade and sailor's rights ;'' ho now hoisted at hi: J 
mizzen, " God, onr country, and liberty : tyrants ol}enJ I 
ihein." On entering the harbour, the Briiii^h couunn- I 
dore fell foul of the Essex, iu such a situation as lu lit 
placed completely in the power of the latter ; the fur* 
bearance of commodore Porter was acknowledged by llic 
English commander, and he passed lita word Aid hoooor 
to observe the same regard to the neutrality of the pprt 

" The British vessels soon after stood out, andcmtnl' 
off the port about six weeks, rigorously blockading ik 
Essex. Their united force amounted to eighty one ^ns 
and about tive hundred men, about double that of ihe 
Essex; but the circumstance of this force being diviilrJ 
in two ships, rendered the disparity still greater; anil 
was by no means counterbalanced by the Kasex Junior 
Commodore Porter being prevented by this great dispgr' 
ity of force, from engaging, made repeated attempts lu 
draw the Phcebe into action singly, either by manteur^ 
ing or sending formal challenges ; but commodore I" 
yar carefttlly avoided the coming to action alone. ' 
American commander, hearing that an additional Bri^ 
force was on its way, and having discovered that hisrd 
gel could outsail those of the British, determined to m 
out, 8hd, while the enemy was in chase, enable the E 
Junior to escape to a place of rendezvous previously i^ 
pointed. , 

" On the twenty-eighth of March, the wind comiiwa 
to blow fresji from tlie southward ; the Essex parteaM 
starboard cable, and drag^gtng her larboard anchor talT 
Not a moment was lost in getting sail on the ahipv M 
was determined to seize this moment to escape, la 
deavon^ag to pass Vo ^l^ewmiwu^Qf the enemy, &i) 
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strnek the Araerican ves^r;], just as she was iluubllng the 
point, which carried away her main-top mast: bolli ships 
immediately giive chase, and being unable lo escape in 
his crippled slate, the commodore endeavoured lo put 
back into tlie harbour ; but lindinj^ this imjiracti cable, 
he rati into a small bay, and anchored within pietul shot 
of the shore ; where, from a supposition that the enemy 
would continue to respect the neutrality of the port, he 
thought himself secure. He soon found, however, by 
the nmnner in which they approached, thai he was mis- 
taken. With ali possible despatch therefore, he prepar- 
ed his ship for action, and endeavoured lo get a spring 
on Ilia cable, which he could not accomplish be/ore the 
enemy commenced the attack, at Sfty-four minutes past 

At first the Phcebe placed herself on his stern, and the 
Chernb oA his larboard bow ; but ihe latter soon finding 
herself exposed to a hot fire, changed her position, and 
with her consort, kept up a raking fire under his slern. 
The American, being unable lo bring his broadside to 
bear on the enemy, his spring cables having been three 
times shot away, was obliged, therefore, to rely for de- 
fence against this tremendous atiiick, on three long 
twelve pounders, which he ran out of the stern porlB, 
which were worked with such bravery and skill, as in 
half an hour to do so much injury to the enemy, as to 
compel them to haul ofi'and repair. 

It was evident that commodore Hillyar meant to ritlc 
nothing from the daring courage of the Americans -, ail 
his manteuvres were deliberate and wary ; his antagonist 
was in hta power, and his only concern was to succeed 
with as little loss to himself as possible. The situation 
of the Essex was most vexatious to our brave country- 
men ; many of whom were already killed and wotmdod, 
and from the crippled stale of their ship, they were' una- 
ble to bring her guns to bear upon the enemy, tier gal- 
lonlcrew were not disheartened ; aroused to desperation, 
' they expressed their defiance to the enemy, and their de- 
termination to hold out to the laat. 

The enemy having repaired, now placed himself, with 
both ships on the starboard quarter of the Eesei, whers 
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none of her ruos could be brought lo bear ; the commo- 
dore saw no iiope but in gelling under way ; the flying 
jib wti9 the only sail he could set; thia he caused lo be 
hoiated, cut his cable, and ran down on both shipa, with 
the intention of laying the Phirbe on board. For a short 
^ime he was enabled to close with the enemy, and the 
firing was tremendous ! the declis of the Esses wore 
elrewed with dead, and her coclipit filled with the wound- 
ed ; she 4)ad been several times on lire, and was, in fael, 
n perfect wreck. At this moment, a. feeble hitpc arose, 
that ihe might still be saved, in consequence of the Che- 
rub being compelled to hatil off on account of her crip- 
pled state ; she, however, kept up her fire at a dislaDce, 
with her long guns. The Essex was unable, howerer, 
to take advantage of the circumstance, as the Fhicbe 
edged off, and also kept up, at a disianre, a df stmclivc 
fire; the former being totally bereft of her sails, codil 
not bring her to close quarters. 

Commodore Porter finding iho greater partof his crew 
disabled, at last gave up all hope, uid attempted to run 
bis vessel on shore, the wind at that moment lavourtDj> 
his design ; but it suddenly changed, drove her close up- 
on the Fhrebe, exposing her to a raking fire. The ship 
was totally unmanageable, but as she drifted with he 
head lo the enemy, commodore Forler again seize* n 
faint hope offing able to board. At this moment lieu- 
tenant Downercame on boar'I, to receive orders, expect- 
ing that his commander would soon he prisoner. Bi> 
fc -^crvicBB could ba of no avail in the present deploratif 
• atflte of the Essex, and findiii<,' from the enemy's putting 
IP his helm, that the last alteinpl at boarding would n ot_l 
lucceed, Downcs was directed to repair lo his ship, to 1^^ 
iHcpared for defending and destroying her, in caae of ■ 

^ The slaughter on board the Essex now he«ime h 
^, the eueniy continuing to rake her while she waa 
ble to bring a single gun to hear. Still her commu 
fctwfused to yield while a ray of hope appeared, Ei 
I expedient, that a fertile and inventive genius eouldn 
peest, was resorted to, in the forlorn hope, that h« rr*" 
I'Se able, by some lucky chance, to escape from the g 
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of ibe foe. A hawser was bent to the sheet anchor, and 
the anchor cut from the bows, to bring the ship's head 
around. This Buiceeded; the broadside of the Essex 
was again brought to bear; and as the enemy was much 
crippled, nm I unalile to hold his own, the commodore 
thought she might drift out of gunshot, before he disco- 
vered that the Essex had anchored; but ulas ! this last 
expedient failed ; the bawBcr partei!, and with it went 
the last lingering hope of the Essex. 

At this moment her situation was awful beyond de- 
scription. She was .on fire both before and afl, the 
flames were bursting up her hatchway, a quag tity of pow- 
der exploded betow, and word was given that fire, was 
near her magazine. Thus surrounded by horrors, iritb- 
out any chance of saving his ship, he turned his altenlioo 
to the saving as many of bis gallant companions as he 
could ; the digtauce to the shore not esceeding three 
quarters of a mile, he hoped that many of them would 
save therasplTes before the ship blew up. His boats be- 
ing cut up, they could only hope to escape by swimming ; 
by some this was elfecled, but the greater part of his 
generous crew resolved to stay by the ship, and share 
the fate of iheir commander. 

They now laboured to extinguish the flumes, and »uo- 
ceeded; after this, they again repaired to their guus, but 
their strength had become so much exhausted, that this ef- 
fort was iu vain. Commodore Porter EuntnofiSd a consul- 
tation of the ofTicers of the divisions, when to bis aston- 
ishment only one acting lieutenant Stephen Decatur 
M'Night, appeared. , The accounts from every part of 
the ship were deplorable indeed ; she was iu imminent 
danger of siniiing, and so crowded .with the wounded, 
that even her birthdeclc could hold no mure, and several 
were kilted under the surgeon's hands. In the meai^ time 
the enemy, at a secure dislauce, continued his fire ; the 
water having become smooth, he struck the bull of tlv 
Essex at every shot. At last, despairing of. ^avir^g, his 
ship, the commodore was compelled, at twenty ninuice 
past six, lo give Ihe painful orders to strike the colours. 
The enemy, probaldy not seeing that this hud taken place, 
cotilinued to fire for ten minutes after, and Porter waa 
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about to give orders that the colours should i ^ 
hoisted, under a belief that the enemy intended to g 
no quarters, when the firing ceased. The loss o 
the Essex waa fifty-eight killed, thirty-nine wounded al 
rerely, twenty-seven slightly, ^d thirty one mtHsing- 
The loss on board the British vessels was five killed wmI 
ten wounded; but they were both much cut up in their 
bulla and rigging ; the Phtebe could scarcely be kepi 
afloat until she anchored in the port of Valparaiso neil 
Biorning. 

Comniodore Porter was paroled, and permitted to re- 
torn to the United States in the Essex Junior, which wa 
converted into a cartel for the purpose. On arriving oil 
the port of New York, the vessel was detained by tbf 
Saturn razee, and to llie disgrace of the British navy, al- 
Iready dishonoured by ihe base attack upon this gallaal 
officer, he waa compelled to give u|i his parole, and de- 
clare hims^f'a prisoner of war, and, as such, he inform' 
ed the British ofBcer that he would attempt his escape. 
In consequence of tbia throat, the Esses Junior was or- 
dered to remain under the lee of the Saturn ; but thp 
next morning commodore Porter put off in his boat 
though thirty milus front shore, and notwithstanding the 
pursuit by those of the Saturn, arrived safely in New 
York."* 

In the spring of 1814, commodore Barney took the 
rommand of a smull fiotilln of gunboiils lo protect the 
inlets, and sniiill rivers, that fall into the Chesapeake bay, 
About the 1st of June, llie enemy entered the Chesa 
k j)eake bay and renewed their ravages, with greater seve- 
rily than they had done the last year. Sharp and frequenl 
"sacounters look place, upon the water and upon iht 

rf ; but the enemy succeeded in laying waste ibe conn- 

h end carrying oil' the negroes, through the month of 

(be and Jul^-. 

niidsL of the various occurrences of the war. ON 
ths northern frontier, on the sea-board, and on the oceaij. 
pportant prf pactions were making to the wealwarj ; 
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ftnd although the epriog and summer had passed away, 
^vithoUt an^ incident in this qutirtcr worthy of being re. 
corded, they had not passed inaclive. The general at- 
tcDlioa was now turned towards it with miii;h anxiety^ 
and the armitis of the Niagara and St. Lawrence, remaiqj 
ed almoet with folded arms, awaiting the issue of Harri 
eon's cninpai^n, and the result of the contest for lh| 
maHterahip of Jake Erie. The British, aware of the cooj 
sequence of A. defeat, had with ^reat asaididty laboured 
to strengthen themselves. The reinforcements comma- 
ally arriving at fort George, were evidently destined toi 
follow up llie advantages which Procter might gain, i% 
conjunction with the commander on the lake. In thf 
meanwhile, the neighbouring el-^ies of Kentucky iui4: 
Ohio, the people were excited in u most surprising iai- 
gree ; had It been necessary they would have risen at 
masse ! almost eveiT man capable of bearing a muskeg 
wQfl anxious to march. Tlie governor of Ohio Jiad acarcoi 
ly issued his proclamation, calllnic on volunteers, (for 
obligations of law to render military service were do 
longer thou(;h( of,) than fifteen thousand men presented 
themselves, completely armed and equipped — more thaB: 
five limes the number retjuirod. The vj:nerable go^rern- 
or of Eeiitiicky, Shelby, a revoluiionary hero, and th«^ 
N«4tor of the present war, made it known that he woid4', 
put himself at Ihe head of the injured citizens of thai 
slate, und lead them to seek revenge for the murders 
their relatives and friends ; but limited the number o 
volunteers to four thousaad. The stale of Kentucky^ 
called by the natives, " the dark and bloody ground,'* 
forty years a^o was an uninhabited forest, possessed by- 
no tribe of Indians; but from time immemoriul th|>j) 
tre of sanj^ninary wars. At this day, it blootn^^tl 
tlie hand of agriculture, it is filled with beaul)^ 
and villages ; and Is the abode of peace, opul^iji 
refinement. The inhabitants are de:>cended frdi 
planters of Virginia and Norlli Carolina, and'eml^ 
composed of the enterprising and intelligent nf the ois^. 
ststea. Living In abundance and at their ease, and moti 
remote from the seats of commerce, they have imbibed 
ieaS of foreign attachments or feelings, than any of our | 




^ — 

886 UNIVERSAL HISTORY OF 

people ; and are perhaps more enthuiiastically devoted 
to the institutioos of freedom. They have not a little o( 
tlie mannera of chivalry in their generous and hospitable 
deporlment. Fearless of danger, regarding dishonor 
more than death, but with these qualities, a benevolence 
and humanity, which has scarcely a parallel. Had tin 
elder brethren of this confederacy acted like this yoonp 
er member, the Canadag would have been ours, and Bnt-' 
ain would never hare dared to insult us with hi 
rentable pretensions. 

The Iransactiona which are now to be related, may ji 
ly rank amongst the most pleasing to our feelings 
national pride, of any which took place during the 
test. The campaign opened with an aflair, which, thi 
comparatively of smaller consequence than some oAei 
i», in its circumstances, one of the most brilliant that oc- 
curred during the war. This was tlje unparalleled de- 
fence of Fort Sandusky, by a youth of twenty-one years 
of age. In August, and before the arrival of the Ohio 
and Kentucky voiunteera, which did not take place until 
the following month, ihrealening movements had been 
made upon all the difl'crent forts, estahlished by the Amer- 
cans on the rivers which fall into Lake Erie. After the 
Beige of Fori Meigs, the British had been considerablj 
reinforced by regulars, and an unusual number of Indians 
under their great leader, Tecumaeh. It was all impor- 
tant to reduce these forts before the arrival of the votan- 
teers. Major Croghan, then commanding at Upper San- 
dusky, haying received inlimation that the enemy were 
" about to invest the fort of Lower Sandusky, had march- 
ed to this place with some additional force, and had been 
occupied with great aseiduily in placing it in the best pos- 
ture of defence. Bui the only ad4ilion of importance, 
which the time would allow him to make, was a ditch uf 
812 feet deep and nine feet vide, outside the stockade of, 
pickets, by which these ho^iily constructed foria are 
closed, but which can alTi:j J but a weak defence ag 
artillery. He had but <jili -is pounder, and about 
hundred and sixty men. rajslsting of regulars, and 
tachmentaof the Pitt^lnu^ii and Peteraburgh volunK 
General Harrison, not c.uioeiving it practicable to d« 
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ihe place, ordered young Croghan to retire on the ap- 
proach of the eDemy, afler having destroyed the worka. 
This, our young hero, taking the responsibility upon 
himself, determined to disnbey. 

On the first of August, general Procter, having left a 
liirge body of Indians under Tecumseh, to keep up the 
appearance of a siege of Fort Meigs, nrrived at Sanduaky 
with about five hondred regularn, seven hundred Indians,. 
andsonie gun-boats. After the general had made such 
dispositioua of his troops, as lo cut ofi' the retreat of the 

gLrriann, be sent a flag by colonel Elliott and major 
hambers, demanding a sarrender, accompanied with 
the usual base and detestable threats of butchery and 
cold hlood massacre, if the garrison should hold out A 
spirited answer was teturned by Croghan, who found 
that all his companions, chieHy striplings like himseUV 
would support him to the last. 

When the flag returned, a brisk fire was opened from 
the gun-boats and howitzer, and which was kept up dur-^ 
ingtfie night. In the morning, they opened with three 
sf xea, which had been planted under cover of the night, 
within two hundred and fifty yards of the pickets, but not' 
with much effect. About fonr o'clock in the afternoon, it 
was discovered that the enemy had concentrated his fire 
against the northwest angle, with the intention of making 
a breach. This part was immediately strengthened by 
the apposition of bags of flour and sand, so that the pick- 
els Buffered but little injury. During this time, the sit 
pounder was carefully concealed in the bastion, which 
covered the point to be assailed, end it was loaded with- 
«iugs and grape. About five hundred of the enemy IM 
advanced in close column to ussail the part where it v 
supposed the pickets must have been injured ; U .ths 
same lime making several feints, to draw the atlentiMrof 
the besieged to other parts of the fort ; their force bdn^' 
tlius divided, a column of three hundred and lifiy raea,] 
which were so enveloped in smoks^^Bfbt to be seen mn^. 
til they appi'oached within twenty paces of the iiofiS, nd- 
vauced rapidly to the assault. A fire of musketry from 
tho fort, for a moment threw them into confusion, but 
fliey were quiekly rallied by colonel Short, their com- 
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mander, who, now springing OTer theiiuter worka into 
the ditch, commanded the rest to follow, crying out, "gife 

the d d Yankees no quarter !" Scarcely had these 

detpilable woril« escaped his lips, and the greater part of 
his followers landed in the ditch, when the six pounder 
opened upon ihem a moat destructive fire, killing and 
wounding the greater part, and amongst the first the 
wrelciied lender, who was sent into eternity before bia 
words had died upon (he air. A volley of musketry wis, 
at the same lime, tired upon those who had not vcninred. 
The officer who succeeded Short, exasperated at being 
thustreated by a few boys, formed his broken column, 
and again ruabed lo the ditch, where he, and those who 
dared to follow him, met with the same fate aa their fel- 
low soldiers. The small arms were again pkyed on them, 
the whole British force was thrown into confusion, and, 
in spite of the escrtiona of their officers, fled to the 
woods, almost panic Struck, whither they were soon fol- 
lowed by the luditins. Thus were these men, conlideNi 
of success, and detestable in the intended use of victory. 
moHtEignally chastised, under Providence, by a (arte 
scarce a tenth of their numbBrs. Terror indescribablf! 
took possession of the assailants, and they retreated (o- 
ffurdi their boats, scarcely daring lo cast their eyee to- 

^^FKrds the fatal spot, while tbey were followed by their 

Kflilicsinenlleii silence. 

P •■ If this gallant dcfunce deserves the applause of the 
brave, the 8ubset(i(cnt conduct of the btsieged deserves 
the praise of every friend of humanity. The scene 
which now ensued, deserves to be denominated sublime. 
The little band, forgetting in a moment that they had 
been assailed by merciless foes, who sought to massacre 
them, without regarding the laws of honorable war, no* 
felt only the desiie of relieving wounded men, and of 
adminiatcriug comfort lo the wretched. Had they been 
friends, had thi^y been brothers, they could not have ex- 
perienced a mi^^Btfnder solicitude. The whole night 
was occupied in endeavouring to assuage their suffering; 
provisions and buckets of water were handed over r""" 
pickets, and air opening was made, by which many 
the sutTerers were taken in, who were immediately 
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plied with Burgtcal aid ; and this, allliough a firing vas 
kept up frith Email arms by the enemy, until some time 
in the nighL The Iose of the garrison amounted to one 
killed and eeven wounded ; that of the enemy, it is sup- 
posed, to be at least two hundred. Upw&rda of fifty 
were found in and about the ditch. It was discovered 
next morning, that the enemy had hastily retreated, leav- 
ing a boat, and a considerable quantity of Military stores. 
Upwards of seTenty stand of arms were taken, besides 
a quantity of ammunition. The Americana were engage- 
ed during the day, in burying the dead with the honora 
of war, and providing for the wounded. 

This exploit called forth the admiration of every party 
in the United States. Croghan, together with his com- 
panions, captain Hunter, and lieutenants Johnson, Bay- 
ley, and Meeks, of the seventeeth ; Anthony, of the 
twenty-fourth ; and ensigns Ship and Duncan, of the 
seTenteenlh. together with the other ofEcera and volun- 
leera, were highly complimented by the general. They 
afterwards received the thanks of Congress. Croghan 
was promoted to the rank of lieutenant colonel, and pre- j 
sented with an elegant sword by the ladies of Cbilicothe. 

Soon after this affair Tecumseh raised the siege of fort 
Meigs, and followed Proctor to Detroit ; all hope was 
now given up by the enemy of reducing these forts, until 
they could gain tlie ascendancy on the lake. 

The utmost exertions had been made in the meanwhile, 
by captain Perry, to complete the naval armanj^nt on 
lake Erie. By the 4ih of August, the fleet was comple- 
led ; but several of tlie vessels were with difficulty got 
over the bar, on which there are but five feet water. ■ He 
sailed in <jnesl of the enemy, but not meeting him, Teturn- ' 
ed on the 8lh, and after receiving a reinforcement of 
sailors, brought by captain EHiot, sailed again on the ISth, 
and on the 15ih anchored in the bay of Sandusky. 
Here, after taking in about twenty volunteer marines, he 
again went in qupst of the enemy ; rad after cruising otf 
Maiden, returned to Put-iu-bay, a distance of thirty 
miles. His fleet consisted of the brig Lawrence, of 20 
the Niagara, captain Elliot, of twenty ; the Cale- 
lieutenant Turner, three i the schooner Ariel, of 
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(bur ; the Scorpion, of two ; the Someii, of 
two swivcla : the eloop Trippe, and schooners TygTf 
and Porcupine, of one guu each ; (Dakine n. fleet of u 
veesels and fifty-fuur guns. On the morning of the II 
of September, the eaemy wns discovered bearing Ao\ 
Dpon the American squadroni which immediately got i 
der weigh, and stood out to meet htm. Superiority " 
decidedly in favour of the British ; the Americans 
three more vessels, but this was much more than cc 
terbalanced by the size of those of the enemy, and the 
niunber of their guns. Their fleet consisted of Uie De- 
troit, Captain Barclay, of nineteen guns, and two howit- 
zers 1 the Queen Charlotte, of seventeen guns, captain 
Pinnis : the schooner Lady Provost, lieutenant Buchan. 
of thirteen guns, and two nowilaers ; the brig Hmitei, of 
ten guns ; tlic sloop Little Belt, of three ; and 
schooner Chippewa, of one gun and two swivels ; u 
Ax vessels and sixty-three guns. 

When the Americans stood out, the British fleet 
the weather gage ; but the wind soon after changed, 
brought the Americau fleet to windward. The line of 
battle was formed at eleven, and fifteen minutes before 
twelve, the enemy's flag ship, the Queen Charlotte, opeo- 
ed her fire upon the JLawrence, which she auatained for 
ten minutes, before she could approach near enough lot 
her carronailes to return. She therefore bore up, mil- 
king signals IfiT the other vessels to hasten to her sup^ 
port, and about twelve, brought her guns to bear upQB 
the enemy. Unfortunately, the wind being too Vi^iSf 
tile remainder of the squadron could not be brought 
to her ussistanee, and she was compelled to contend, 
Iwo hours, with two ships of equal force. The 
was, noiiviths landing, kept up with unshaken t 
and a degree of coolness, which deserves admiral 
By this time the brig, which had so long borne the t 
of the whole of the British force, had become enl 
anmanageable ; every gun was dismounted, and, 
the exception of four or live, her whole crew eithefi 
^L led or woBuded, Perry now, with admirable pi 
H^^ mind, and which drew forth the praise of th< 
^^BffiEcei to whom he was opposed, resolved to 
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flag, leaped into his bonl, and heroically waving hia 
sword, paaatd unhurt to the Niagara. At the moment 
he reached the Niagara, he saw with anguish the JJag of 
his ship come down ; she was utterly unable to make 
further resistance, and it would have been a wanloD waste 
of the remaining lives, to continue the contest ; th^ ene- 
my was not able tO-(ake possession of her. Captain El- 
liot, seconding the design of the commodore, volunteer- 
ed to bring up the rest of the fleet : for at this critical 
moment the wind had providentially, increased. Perry 
now bore down upon the enemy with a fresh ship ; and 
passing ahead of the Detroit, Queen Charlotte, and Lady 
Provost, poured a deatrucltve broadside into each ^om 
his starboard, and from his larboard into the Chjppewa 
and Little Belt In this manner cutting through the line, 
he was within pistol shot of the Lady Provost, which re- 
ceived so heavy a fire as to compel her men to run be- 
low. At this moment the Caledonia came up, and open- 
ed her fire ; several others of the squadron were enabled 
soon after to do the aame. For a time, this novel and 
important combat mingled with indescribiible violence 
and fury. The issue of a campaign, the mastery of a 
sea, the glory and renown of two rival nations, matched 
for the first time in squadron, were the incentives to the 
contest. But it was not long before [be scale tortied in 
faTOUT of Perry, and bis ship, the Lawrence, was again ' 
enabled to hoist her flag. The Queen Charlotte, havinf 
lost her captain and all her principal oflicers, bysome 
mischance ran foul of the Detroit, ami the greater part tS 
the gims of both ships rendered useless. They were 
now compelled to sustain, in turn, an incessant fire from . 
the Niagara, and the other vessels of the squadron. The 
flag of captain Barclay was soon after struck, and those ' 
of the Queen Cbarlolie, the Lady Provost, the Hunter, 
and the Chippewa, came down in succession : the Little 
Bell attempted to escape, but was pursued by two gun- 
boats and captured. 

Thus after a contest of three hours, was this unparal- 
leled naval victory achieved, in which every vessel of 
the enemy was captured, the first occurrence of the kind 
ever recorded. If any thing could heighten this glorious 
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raodesl and yet Bubllme manner 
\ by the incomparable Perr 

HAVB MET THE EKENV, AND TIIBY ARE Ottlta. I 

bad been beaten in single combat ; ebe was now 

in squailron, where ihe had conceiveil herself inrinciblcl' 

The loss in this bloody affair, waa very great in propot^ 

tioD to the numbers engaged. The Americsni had \velt\ 

ty-aeven killed and ninety-sis wouoded ; amon^t ibfl 

first, were lieutenant BrookE, of the marines, and mi^ 

■hipnian Laub ; amongst the latter, were lieuten&nt TaT- 

neli, sailing-master Taylor, purser Hamilton, and n 

Bhipmet) Claxion and Swartwout. The loss of the B 

ish was about two hundred in killed and wounded, t 

the number of prisoners amounted to sii hundred, e 

ceediiig the whole number of the Americans. 

I dore Barclay, a gallant officer, who had lost an armg 

h the battle of Trafalgar, was severely wounded, 

Kktea of oAicers, on the side of the British, was unuRua 

yCvaX. Among the ofRcers particularly spokei: 

Uiis opcBBion, were captain Elliot, lieutenants Tum 

Edwarde, Forest, Clark, and Cummings, besides ifaj 

already mentioned. 

Thevictory of commodore Perry, left the America 
in peaceable posscsaion.af Lake Erie, but Detroit i 
Maiden stiil remained in possesBion of the British, 
triumph of the American arms seemed to u 
ing parlies, and the kindness extended to the British 
lives, reflected the brightest glory on our country. 
the territory still occupied by the enemy was to be 
ken. For the accomplish men t of this purpose, eoton^ 
Johnson, with a body of his faithful Eentuckiaos, wen 
destined to act against Detroit, and general Harrieim ml 
to march against Maiden. Finding Maiden uateaaUi' 
the British general destroyed, and then eracuatedll 
the 2d of October, general Harrison, with about I 
men, commenced a pursuit, and on the 5th, the en«l 
was OTertakon. Colonel Johnson, whu bad formed 
junction with Gen. Harrison, was sent forward to rec 
noilre the British and Indian forces, gave Intelligc 
that the enemy were prepared for action, at Uiq dietK 
of a few miles. On their left was the riror, and ll 
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right oonaisling of Indiana, under Tecumseh, rested on a 
Bwamp. 

The American force consialed of Ohio militia, and four, 
thousand Kentucltiana, the flower of ilieir state, c 
manded by gos^ernor Shelby, who arrived at the cann 
general Harrison, on the 7th of September. When tho 
iroops approached the rirer Raiiin, which had been ^e 
scene toauch wanton barbarities, they halted to coniem- 
platefor awhile, t!ie tragic spot. With feelings SJiich 
liinguage must fail to describe, they gathered up the un- 
distinguishable bones of friends and foes, and consigned 
(hem to one common grave, with affecting demorislra- 

The enemy was drawn up under cover of the beech ■ 
trees by which the narrow strip of land was covered. ■ 
The Americana were soon formed in battle arrSy. Gen ' 
eral Trotter's brigade formed the front line, supportet 
by Desha's divisions on the left. The brigade of gener* 
King formed the second line, in rear of general Trotter's, 
and Chile's acted as a corps of reserve, both under' the* 
comioand of majot general Henry, The brigades aver- 
aged five hundred men each. Governor Shelby occupi- 
ed the angle formed by the brigadesof Trotter and Desha. 
The regular troops, numbering only one hundred and^ 
twenty men, were formed into columns, and occupied ih 
narrow space between the river and the road, for the pur 
pose of seizing the artillery should tlic enemy be repuP 
sed. The order of general Harrison was, to forni coIo-; 
nel.Jobnson's mounted men in two lines, in front of thy 
Indians, but the underwood being too close, for cavalry 
to be effective, he determined on a new mode of attack^ 

Knowing the dexterity of the backwoodsmei) in ri-r 
ding through forests, and the little inconvenience to them: 
of carrying their'rifles in such a situation, he determined 
to rcfiise his left to the Indians, and charge on the regu- 
lars drawn up among the beech trees ; the mounted re- 
giment was accordingly drawn up in front, The army 
moved on hut a short distance in this way, when thiij 
mounted men received the enemy's fire and were instanU^ 
ly ordered to charge. The horses, in front of the col- 
umn at first recoiled from the fire ; but loon after got is 
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motion, and immediately at full speed broke through ibl I 
enemy with irresiatibte force. In one minute the conM I 
was over in front. The mounted men instantly foniMJ I 
in the rear, and poured a destructive fire, and were ah ' 
to make another charge, wlien the British olficere, fit 
ing it impossible to form their broken ranks, immediately 
surrendered. 

•Upon the left, the onset was begun by Tecumseh wilfc 
grettj^ry. Colonel R. M. Johnaon, who commanded 
on 'Wfll' Hank of his regiment, receired a galling fin, 
which hi returned with effect, while the Indiwis advu- 
ced lowarda the point occupied by governor Shelby; 
at first made an impression on it ; but the aged wanioi 
brought a regiment to its support. Tho combat now ra- 
ged with increasing fury ; the Indians to the number of 
twelve at HfCeen hundred, seemed determined to main- 
.tain their ground to the last. The terrible voice of Te- 
^uAiseh could he distinctly heard, encouraging Ma W- 
^ore ; and although beset on every side, excepting OB 
■ that, of the morass, they fought with more detern^wd 
courage than had ever been witnessed in these peopli. 
Aji incident soon occurred, however, which decided tbt 
contest. ColonelJolmson rushed towards the spotvhert 
the warriorsT clustering around their undaunted chie( 
appeared resolved to perish by hia side ; in a momenta 
hundred rifles were aimed at the American, whose urn- 
form and white horse which he rode rendered a conspi^ 
uoua object ; his holsters, dress, and accoutrementa, 
were pierced with bullets, his horse and himself receiviof 
a number of wounds. At the instant his horse was aboal 
to sink under him, the daring Kenluckian, covered with 
blood from his wounds, waa discovered by Tecumseb ; 
the chief having discharged his rifle, sprang forward With 
his tomahawk, but struck with the appearance of the 
warrior who stood before him, hesitated for a momenb 
and that moment was his last. The Kentuckian levelled 
B pistol at his breast, and they both, almost at the 
instant, fell (o the ground. The Kantuckians ri 
forward to the rescue of their leader, and the Indiana, ng 
longer hearing the voice of Tecumaeh, soon after fli 
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KcM the spol where this scene occurred, thirty Indians 
were founa dead, and six whites. 

Thus fell Tecumaeh, the moat celebrated Indian war- 
rior that ever raised the tomahawk against us, and with 
him fell the last hope of our Indian enemies. This 
mighty warrior was the determined foe of civilization, 
and had for years been labouring to unite all the Indian. 
tribes in opposing the progress of the settlements to the 
westward. Had such a man opposed the European col- 
onials on their first arrival, this continent, in <jiJ. proba- 
bility, would still have been a wildernesa. To tbose who 
prefer a savage, uncultivated waste inhabited by wolves 
and panthers, and by men more savage still, to the buty 
city, to the peaceful hamlet and cottage, fo science and 
the comforts of civilization, to such it may be a source of 
regret that Tecumseh came too lale. But if the cuhiva- 
tion of the earth, and the cultivation of the human Intel- , 
lect and the human virtues, are agreeable in the sight of 
the Creator, it may be a juat cause of felicitation that 
this champion of barbarism was tlie ally of Great Brit-' < 
ain, at a period, when he coiild only draw down destruc- 
tion on his own head, by savagely daring what was be- 
yond his strength. But Tecimiseh fell respected by hia 
enemies, as a great and a magnanimous chief. Although 
he seldoni look prisoners in battle, he treated well those ■ 
that Iiad been taken by others ; and, at the defeat of- 
Dodley, actually put to death a chief whom he found en- 
gaged in the work of massacre. He had been in almoat. 
every engagement with the whites since Harmer's defeat, 
although at his death, he scarcely exceeded forty yeais^ 
of age. Tecumseh had received the stamp of grentnsiw; 
from the hand of nature, and had his lot been cost ibSi 
diHerent aLate of society, he would have shone aa one otl 
tlie most distinguished of men. Me was endowed wi' " 
powerful mind, with the soul of a hero. There was as.. 
uncommon dignity in his countenance and manners ; by' 
the former he could be easily discovered even iRei 
dea tb, among the rest of the slain, for he wore no tnsigni^i 
of distinction. When girded with a silk sash, and told 
by general Proctor that he was made a brigadier in the 
British service, fur his conduct at Brownstown and Ma- 
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^gua, he returned ihe present vith respectful contempt. ■ 
Born with no title to command, but hia native greatneMi I 
every tribe yielded submission to him at once, and no oiw | 
ever diaputei] his precedence. Subtle and fierce in wuj 
he posBCsaed uncommon eloquence, — his speeches n 
bear a comparison with thoso of the most celebrated a 
atcirs of Greece and Rome. His invective was terribllj 
as we had frequent occasion to experience, and as may tR 
seen in the reproaches which he applied to Proctor, a b^ 
days before his death, in a speech which was foml 
amongst Ihe papers of the British officers, 
was UDCommonly elegant, his stature about six feet, t 
limbs perfectly proportioned. He was hunoi 
lerred by the victors, by whom he was held in 
spect, as an inveterate, but a magnanimous enemy. 

The loss of the Americana in this engagement t 
more than fifty killed and wounded, among whom wan 
colonel Whitely, a revolutionary soldier, killed. Tlic 
loss of the British was nineteen killed and lifly woundei!. 
Six hundred were taken prisoners, 'of the Indians, one 
hundred and twentj' were left on the field. Several pie- 
ces of cannon, taken in the revolution, and wMchhad 
been surrendered by general Hull, were trophies of this 
victory. General Proctor fled when the charge was 
made, and escaped down the Thames, by means of Beei 
horses, though closely pursued. His carriage, together 
with his private papers, was left in his haste lo retreat. 

The limt! was now come, which would prove whelhsr 
the stigma past upon the chivalrous people of Kentucky 
by Ihe infamous Proctur, iit^ider that his own atrocious 
conduct might escape nolice^Xw^aa founded in truth, II 
was now seen whether, to use ihe'words of this monster, 
ihev were a " ferocious and mortal foe, using the same 
mode of warfaio, with the allies of Britain." The re- 
• collection of the affair of the river Raisin might have 
justified revenge : and \«hat is more, the insfrumenls who 
perpetrated those Iiorrid deetis were now at their dispo- 
sal ; bereft of hojie by this signal defeat and the loss of 
their great leader, the s'lvagcs sued for peace, and as an 
earnest of tlieir sincerity, offered to raise their toqi 
hawkg on the side of the United States, and to il 
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upon the British prisoners, the eamc abominable cru«l> 
ties, they had practiced on the Americana. But the Kea< 
tuckians, to their honour, far from giving way to the pae- 
sions of revenge, forebore even a word, or look of in- 
sult ; there was not even an allusion to the innrder of 
their brothers and friends ; the prisoners \vere distribu- 
ted in small parties, in the inleriur towns, and allhougfa 
extremely insulting in their deportment, were notmerelf 
treated with humanity, but in many places actually ca- 
ressed and fed with dainties by the compassionate inhab* 
ilanls. This treatment was carried to an excess, which 
might properly deserve ihe name of folly ; were it not a 
noble raode of revenge for what our countrymen at that 
moment endured in the British dungeons on the lanilt 
and in the floating prisons on the sea, where they utulei^ 
went every species of distress, wretchedness and tornin. 

The Indian war now ceased, and onr frontier rested UEf 
■scuiity. Most of the volunteers returned home. Geii4 
eral Harrison stationed general Cass at Detroit, with 
about one thonsand n^n, and proceeded with the remain- 
der to join Ihe ccntrantrmy at fiufialo. About this tjmei 
at the request of general Vincent, a corrcspoodence wag 
opened between him and general Harrison, relative to th* 
treatment of the British prisoners. After assuring the 
British general that the reiinest to treat his prisoners with 
humanity, was imnccessary, he referred him to the aeair 
ment experienced by American captives, and referred him 
(o the scenes which had trajispired at the river Kaisini 
tiie Miami, others of a similar complexion, and wished 
to be informed whether the Indians should be permitted 
to repeat those cruelties. His words are worthy of re- 
membrance. 

'* Use then, I pray you, your authority and inSuence !• 
stop the dreadful elusion of injiuoent blood, which pro- 
-eeeds from -the employment of those savage monster^ ^ 
whose aid, as must now lie discovered, is so little to bo 
depended on wbcn most wanted, and which eaa have so 
trining an effect on the issue of war. The eSecl of their 
baibarilies will not be ^onlined to the presenLgeBefation.' 
Ages yex to ctmie will I'eel the deef rooted haU«d »ai 
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enmity, which they must produce between the two m* 

Tlie reply of genera! Vincent was not unlike that of 
sir Sidney Beckwilh, vague and evasive. He expressed 
himself perfectly satisfied on the score of the treatment 
of the prieoners, but with respect to the other topics, he 
declined saying any thing ; it was beyond his pow 
give an explicit answer ; but he pledged his honour 
lo the utmost of his power, he would join with ge 
Harrison in alleviating the calamities of war. Althougbfl 
general Harrison pledged himself to produce proofe of V 
efery thing which he stated, general Vincent chose to be [ 
silent upon the subject ; neither disavowing that sneh 
acts were sanctioned by the British government, nor I 
calhng the truth of them in question ; they will, thero- ] 
fore, remain an indelible atigma on the British name. 

The successes of the north western army, and the v 
tory on Lake Erie, prepared the way for the invasion of 
Canada. A more formidable force was collected on the 
frontier, than heretofore, under more experienced offi- 
cers, and the Indians had declared against the enemy- i 
The public mind was elated, and a fit opportunity pre- I 
sented fur the invasion of Canada. I 

General Armstrong was at the head of the war depart- 
ment, and much was expected from his experience end 
zeal. Improveraenla were introduced, especially in the 
selection of officers. The Secretary proceeded to the 
northern frontier, to put his plans into operation. The 
plan was perhaps judicious, but the season was too far 
advanced, to accomplish his intentions. 

General Dearborn resigned, and general Wilkinson 
was called from the southern army to supply his place. ] 
He issued an order, which gave general satisfaction, and i 
much was expected from his military science. The force I 
directly under his command, amounted to eight thousand J 
men, and he expected to be joined in October by the 1 
force under general Harrison. General Hampton com-fl 
manded about four thousand men at Plattsburg. The I 
plan was, to descend the Sl Lawrence, pass the British 1 
posts above, form a junction with general Hampton, and I 
invade Montreal. 



^ _. 



THE ITQnrrBD STATES. 290 

Tbp army, which had been distributed in different 
corpii^ and stationed at various points, was now to be 
concentrated at some place most convenient for its em- 
barkation. For this purpose Grenadier's Island, which 
lies between Sackett's Harbour and Kingston, was select- 
ed, on account of its contiguity to the St. Lawrence, as 
the most proper place of rendezvous. On tlie second 
of October, general Wilkinson left Fort George, with the 
principal body of the troops, and soon readied the island, 
where he occupied himself incessantly in making the ne- 
cessary preparations for the prosecution of his enterprise. 
He several times visited Sackett's Harbour, at whicli 
place the troops first arrived, and after receiving their 
necessary supplies proceeded to the place of rendezvous. 
Colonel Scott, whom he had left in command at fort 
George, was ordered to embark with his regiment of ar- 
tillery, and colonel Randolph's infantry, on board a ves- 
sel of the squadron, and proceed to the island. Colonel 
Dennis was left in the command of Sackett's Harbour ; 
and the general having provided a sufficient number of 
boats to transport the artillery through the St. Lawrence, 
proceeded to put the troops in motion. By the twenty- 
third the troops thus collected, exceeded seven thous- 
and men, and were composed of colonel. Porter's light 
artillery, a few companies of colonels Scott's and Ma- 
comb's regiments of artillery, twelve regiments of in- 
fantry, and Forsythc's rifle corps. 

General Brown, now a brigadier. in the service of the 
United States, was ordered to take the command of the 
advance of the army at this place. On the first of No- 
vember, a British squadron made its appearance near 
French Creek, with a large body of infantry ; a battery 
of three eighteen pounders, skilfully managed by caj> 
. tains M'Pherson and Fanning, soon forced them to re- 
tire. The attack was renewed the next morning, but 
nith no better success ; and as the other corps of the 
army now daily arrived, the enemy thought proper to 
move off. On the sixth, the army was put in motion, 
and in the evening landed a few miles above the British 
fort Prescott After reconnoitering the passage at this 
{dace, and £adii^ that the fort cpinmaiided U\^ \vi^\^ 
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general Wilkinson direrteil the fixed ammunUiouJCi bt 
transported by land to a safe point below, and dMni* 
ned to lake advantage of the night to. pass with lEefl» 
lilla, while the Iroopa were marched to the same poinli 
leaving on hoard the boats merely a sufficient number U 
navigate them. Availing liimself of a heavy fog whidi 
came on in the evening', the commander endeavoured to 
pasH the fort unobserved ; but the weather clearing djv 
and the moon shining, he was discovered by the eoen^i 
who opened a heavy fire. General Brown, who was la 
the rear with the flotilla, thought it prudent to land fin 
the present, until the night should grow darker. Helhes 
proceeded down the river, but not without being diHCov- 
ered, and again exposed to a Eevcre canntmade ; notvid^ 
standing which, not one of three hundred baaia saffiired 
the slightest injury. Before teu o'clock the new d»j. 
they had all safely arrived ai the pluce of drsliniDon. 
A messenger was now despatched to general Hampton, 
ioforroing him of the movement of the army, and reqmt- 
, ing his co-operalion. 

The enemy having discovered the design of the Amen- 
cans, determined to counteract it. Parlies were poa\ti 
where they coald annoy our boats by musket shut, uti 
the illness of the commander-in-chief augmented alaim- 
ingly. 

The army was delayed for half a day in exiricaling 
two Bchoonei-s loaded with provisions, which had bwB 
driven into a part of the river near Ogdensburjh. fe 
the enemy's fire. A corps d'elite of twelve hundKo 
men, under colonel Al'Cumb, being despatched to re- 
move the obalniclions to the descent of the armjt >>- 
lliree o'clock he was followed by the main bodr> On 
[iBssing the first rapids of the St. Lawrence, the har^' 
of the commander-in-chief was assailed by two piccGi 
Vtillery, but without any other injury than cutting ' 
rigging. The aliention of the enemy was soou divei 
by lieutenant colonel Eustis who relumed their fire * 
lome light barges, while major Forsythe at the 
'ime, landed some of his riflemen, attacked ihem i 

tcledty, and carried off three pieces of their arrillcr}^ 

bks flotilla oune lo about six miles below and ibetto 
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goona attached to the first diviaionR of the enemy, had 
beea collected at a place called the White House, at & 
cootlVGtion of the river; to which point the flotilla wm 
ordered the next morning to proceed. On arriving at 
this place on the eighth, general Brown was ordered to 
go forward with his brignde, to reinforce colonel IWComb. 
and take commanil of the advance, while the commander- 
in-chief directed the transporiation of the dragoons 
across the St. Lawrence. The last was completed dur- 
in^ the night. 

The Briiish now determined to harrase ihe Americans. 
On the 9th, a skirmish occurred between ihe American 
riflemen and a party of militia and Indians. 

In tlie course of the day, the cavalry and four pieces 
of artillery under captain H'Pheraou, were ordered to 
clear the const as far as the head of the Longue Saut ; 
and in the evening the army arrived nt the place called 
the Yellow House, which stands near ihe SauL As the 
passage of this place was attended with considerable dif- 
6culty, on account of the rapidity of the current and of 
its length, it was deemed prudent to wait until the next 
day, and in the meanwhile it became necessary to use 
the utmost precaution. 

On the morning of the tenth, general Brown, with the 
troops under his command, excepting two pieces of ar- 
tillery, and the second regiment of liragouns, was order* 
ej to march in the advance of the army. A regard for 
the safely of the men, had induced the commander-in- 
chief to retain as few of the troops in the boats an posri- 
ble, on account of the exposure to which they would b« 
subject, in the long and dangerous passage of these rap- 
Ms, and where the enemy had in all probability eatabHeh- - 
od batteries for the purpose of impeding their descent- 
The second regiment of dragoons, and a considerable I 
poriinn of the other bd^dcs. which had been withdrawn 
from the bonis, were ordered lo follow under general 
Boyd, tlic sinpa of general Brown, to prevent the ene- 
my, who Were still hanging on the rear of ihearmy,from 
making any advanlageons attack. Gen. Brown now 
ciiminenecd his march at the head of his iroops, consist- 
ing principiilly uf colonel M'Coviib's artillery, and a part 
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Scott's pan of the beht krtilleiy. the riflemen, ■ 
MZtfa, fifiecnih, ani tweiity-eecond reaimena. 
oM lone before be found himself engaged «Hftl 
_ jmm- at a block house near ibe Banc, nhich, afle 
• contest of a few minute^ vas repalsed by the rifleroei 
onder Forevthe, who was sererely wounded. A.bonl (b 
same time, <omeof the enemy's g^lley^ approached th 
doiilbi, «hich had landed and commenced a fire npon il^^ 
by irhich a nnmber of boats were injured ; two ei^ited 
poondus, however, being hastily ran on shore, a fire frnfl 
them Boon compeilcd the assailants to retire. The da) 
being now loo fsr spent to attempt the Saul, it was i 
solved to postpone il until the day following. ^^ 

At ten o'clock on the eleTenth.'Bt the moment that ifai 
fioiilla was aboni to proceed, and when, at the same 1 
the division under general Boyd, consisting of his i 
wid the brigades of generals C'orington and Sw&rtwonl 
were drawn up in marching order, an ainrm was gire 
that the enemy was discotered approaching in coJum) 
The curamander-in'chief and general Lewis, being botl 
too much indisposed to take the command, general Boy 
was ordered to face about and attack the appnnchiii 
army. The enemy''s galleys had at the same time a 
proacbcd, for the purpose of attacking the rear of tl 
American fiotilla. General Boyd now advanced wit 
his detacliment formed in three coliunns, and ordered 
pari of General Swarlwont's brigade to more forwar 
and bring the enemy to action. Colonel Ripley, ac 
ingly, at the head of the 3)6t regiment, passed the woi 
which skirls the open ground called Chrystier's field, Bi 
drove in several of the enemy's parlies. On enterii 
the-field, lie met the advance of the British, consisting i 
the forty ninth and the tilengary fencibles. Colonel Rip 
ley immediately ordered 3 charge, which wns exeeuii 
witli surprising firmness, that these two regiments, nev 
'\y double his numbers, were compelled to retire ; and (I 
, miikiug a stand, were a second time driven before H 
'iifiyonet. and compelled to pass over the ravines and fei 
ees, by which the lield was intersected, until they fell 01 
their main body. General Covington had, before* thii 
advanced upon the right of the enemy, where Us artilli 
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ry was posted, and at the moment colonel Ripley had 
assailed the left flank, the right was forced by a determi- 
ned onset, and success appeared scarcely doubtful. Un- 
fortunately, however, general CoTington, whose activity 
had rendered him conspicuous, became a mark for the 
sharp shooters of the enemy, stationed in Chrys tier's 
house, and he was shot from his horse. The fall of this 
gallant officer arrested the progress of the brigade, and 
the artillery of the enemy threw it into confusion, and 
caused it to fall back in disorder. The British command- 
er now wheeled part of his line into column, with the 
view of capturing some pieces of artillery, which were 
no longer supported. A body of dragoons, under the 
adjutant-general, Walbach, attempted, in a very gallant 
manner, to charge the British column, but from the nature 
of the ground, was not successful. At tliis critical mo- 
ment, colonel Ripley, who had been engas^ed with the 
enemy's left flank, threw his regiment between the artil- 
lery and the advancing column, and frustrated their de- 
sign. The British fell back with precipitation. The 
regiments which had broken, had not retired from the 
field, but still continued to keep up an irregular fight with 
various success ; and the twenty-first having })y this time 
expended its ammunition, and being much exposed, was 
withdrawn to another position, and in the meanwhile the 
enemy again attempted to posses themselves of the artil- 
lery. One piece was unfortunately captured by them, 
in consequence of the death of lieutenant William 8. 
Smith, who commanded it ; the others were brought off" 
by the coolness and bravery of Captain Armstrong Ir- 
vine. The action soon after ceased, havinjr been kept 
up for two hours, by little belter than raw troops ajrainst 
an equal number of veterans. The British force con- 
sisted of detachments from the forty ninth, eighty fourth, 
hundred and fourth, the Voltigeurs, and the Glengary 
regiment The euomy soon after retired to their camp, 
and the Americans to their boats. 

In this battle, the loss of the Americans in killed and 
wounded, amounted to three hundred and thirty-nine, of 
whom bne hundred and two were killed ; among these 
were lieutenants Smith, Hunter and Olmstead ; among 
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the wounJed, were gertersl Covington, who afterwii 
(lied ; colonel Preston, majors Chambers, Noon and C 
mings ; raptains Townsend, Foster, Myers, Cmmi 
and Murdock ; snttl lieutenants Heaton, Williams, Lyi 
Pelham, Brown and Greer)'. The British loes conld nol 
have heen less than that of the Americniis. 

This appears to have been a drawn battle ; the Brj^sh 
and Americans both leaving; the ground. Oa the lllh, 
the army joined the advance near Bamhart. The eina- 
mander-in-chief received information from general Hamp- 
luh, which puEun end to the dcsig'H against Montreal. 

On the sixth, a few days before the battle of Chrysiler'f 
field, the commander-in-chief had given orders to gene- 
ral Hampton to meet him at St. Regia ; but soon sflri 
ihis order, a letter was received from General Hamplan. 
in which, after statinir that from the disclosure of (lie 
stale of General Wilkinson's supply of provisions, inJ 
the sitnatinn of the roads to St. Regis, which rendered il 
impossible to transport a greater quantity than could be 
carried by a man on hii back, he had determined to open 
a communication from Platlsburgh to Conewago, or by 
any other point on the St. Lawrence, which the com- 
mander-in-chief might indicate. General Hampton, 
some time before this, with a view to a further movemeni 
of troops, had descended the Chateaugay river, aboni 
' B that the ... 



Ontario. Sir George Prevost, perceivinglhiamovemeni 
towards Montreal, had collected all his force at this poioi 
to oppose i!ie march uf Hampton. On the iwentv-fifft 
of October, this officer crossed the line, but soon fournl 
hie road obstructed by fallen timber, and the ambuseadr 
t of the enemy's niililia and Indiana. A woad of coniid- 
nble extent would have to be passed, before they eo' ' ' 
leh the open country, and while the engineers wi 
gaged in cutting a way through, colonel Pnrdy t 
(etoched with the light troops and one regiment of tb* 
Kne, to turn their flank, and then seize on the open cohd- 
*y below. In this he succeeded, and the army by tbc 
lext day reached the position of the advance. But i> 
Ms discovered that about seven miles further, there wu , 
■ wood which had been felled and formed inio k 
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■itiJ lliat a Buccecsion of breast works, some of ilirm wtU 
^lIpp]!«d with artillery, bad been foriDeJ by t])o mnin body 
"J' tlic enemy. Colonel Purdy, on ihc Sotli, ivas urdcred 
lo march down the river on the oji'positc eiflc, Rud on 
passing llie enemy, to cross over, and ailack him in his 
rear, whilst the brigade nnder general Izard Would attack 
liiin in iJront. Colonel Purdy hod not marirhcd far, when 
hie orders were countermanded ; bnt on his rctunit he 
Was atiaclicd by llie enemy's infantry and Indians, and a^ 
lirst tbrown into confuaion, but the aBsailants were soon 
:ifter repulsed ; they came out at llie same moment in 
I'ront, and attacked general Izard, but were eompeUsd to 
i-«lii« behind their defences. 

Gen. Hampton finding that the enciuy was gaining 
ttrengtJii determined to retreat. A council of oAicor? 
was called by the commander in chief, and the array re- 
Liretl to winter quarters at French Millf. 

Tlma determined a campaign, whifli gave rise to dw- 
Maiidfaetion, proportioned to. the high expccialions whirh 
♦»ad been indulged ; this unexpected turn of affairs ap- 
X>cared'to cast a shade upon oil the brilliant series of siic- 
oeas which had preceded. Opinion was much divided as ^ 
lo the causes of the failure, and as to the parties who 
■uHght to bear the blame, 

M'hile these things were taking place on the land, ttic 
vommatider of our squadron on the lake was not idle. 
Commodore Chaoncey, it has been seen, after Ilia first al- 
lempt to bring the enemy to action, relumed to SackctlV 
Harbour, for tlie purpose of obtaining a fresh supply of 
^irovisions. After being reinforced by a new schooner, 
lie again sailed on a cruise ; and on the seventh of 8ep- 
lemberi discovered the Britisii squadron near the Niagara^ 
AinA iounediatety stood for iL Sir James, on perceiving 
ihc Americans, made sail to the northward, and wos pur- 
h-ued during four days and nights ; but owing to the dull 
■jailing of a greater part of t!ie pursuers, he was enabled 
to keep out of their reach. On the fourth day, off Gcn- 
•vsee river, commodore Chauncey having a breeze, while 
-Qir James lay becalmed, endeavoured to close with him ; 
-ihi#he"wo8 not able to accomplish, the enemy taking the 
jwveze also, when the. American sq^mAiron \i^i a,'5-\j\(>'\0»- 
36 
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ed ivilliin half ^ mile. After a running light of ii 
than three hours, the British escaped i but the nest mi 
ing ran into Amherst bay, wliither ihc American coin 
JorCi for want of a pilot, did not ihink it prudent to (ot 
lowi but contented himself with forming a blockade. 
I he riuining light, the British sustained considerable in 
ry : that of the Americana was very trifling. 1 . 
blockade was continued until the Bevcntecnlli of Septvnt 
her, when in consequence of a heavy gale which blef 
tVom the westward, the commodore waa compelled ti 
leaFc his station^ and the British escaped into KiiigBloai 
After remaining hut a short lime in Sackett'a Uarbon^ 
i.oinmodore Chauncey agoiu sailed towards >la^ 
jvhere he arrived on the 24lb, liaving passed sir Jaincsa 
ihe False Ducks, without noticing him, intending ^4)>( 
liim into the lake. A few days after, the Americaocf 
mod ore received information, that llie enemy was iu 
harbor of York ; he therefore made sail to that plac«, a 
i^at as his dull sailing schooners would permit ; and pl^ 
ihe (wcnty-Gcvenlh, early in the morning, discovered ih 
enemy in motion in the bay, and immedialcly stood fi 
biin. This being perceived by sir James, lio stood Oi 
and eudeavoured to escape to the southward : but findin 
thiit ihc American was close upon liim, tacked his squnj 
I'on in succession, and commenced a well directed fire: 
:lic Pike, in order to cover his rear ; and attacking J 
rear of his opponent as he passed to leeward ; this wi 
jircvcnted by the skilful uianoiuvriug of Cliaunceytiri 
bearing down in line on the centre of the cncmy'^ sqUM 
■on, whicli was thrown into confusion, Yco immediBiell 
'lore away, but not before his ship had been roughly hSBw 
:■ il by iliat of ihe commodore. In twenty loinuteSi llif 
iiain and mizcutoproast and raainyard of Ihc Wolfe, w«« 
;hol away ; ihe British commander set sail upon his (nK- 
juast, and keeping deed before the wind, wad enabled In 
iTitsall the greater part of Chauncey's squadron. Tht 
'hase was ooiilimicd until three o'clock, the Pike bavio^ 
ihe Asp in tow, and during ibe greater part oi this tin^ 
within reach of the enemy's shot. Captain Crane, It li« 
Madison, andheulcnant Brown, of the Oneida, used eTe> 
.V cscriion lo close \vU\\\^c tTitmv,hu.tv-iihout bumc*^ 
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I'lic L-hasc was al length relnrtantly given up, as Jt canu- 
on to blow almost a gale, ahd tliere was no hope of closing 
ivilh the enemy- before ho could reach the British bollerie?, 
■ nd iTithaut great risk of running anhnre. The conrmo- 
ilore van justly entitled to claim a victory in this affair : 
allhough tlic enemy were not captured, they were eer- 
'^itoly beaten ; two of his vtwaels were at one momenl 
completely in the commodore'n power; but from hia c«- 
[^erncsB to close with the whole fleet, they eflectcd theif 
I'scapc. in aildition to the general policy of sir Jamef 
Veo, the late affair on lake Erie had rendered him patlic- 
iihrly careful to avoid an engagement. The loss on 
board the Pike was considerable, owing to her having 
been 80 long exposed to the fire of the enemy's fleet ( 
Ihe most serious, however, was occasioned by the bursl- 
iiifr of «ne of hcrguus, by which iwcniy-two men were 
lulled and wonnded ; the total amounted to Iwenty-serciv 
The veaael was a good deal cut up In her hull and ri^ 

Shortly after ll(i9 afiair, the commodore having com- 
municated with general Wilkinson on the subject of the 
expedition then on foot, was advised to continue to watch 
ihr enemy's .'Jquadron ; and if possible, to prevent its re- 
"in to Kingston. About the beginning of October thr 
iiiraodore again chased the enemy's fleet for several 
)■-, and forced it lo take refuge in Buclington bay ; the 
\< morning, on sending ihe Lady of t lie Lake to re 
rjtioilre, it was discovered that sir James had taken ad' 
nisge of the darkness of nighi, and escaped lo Kinga- 
''.i. Much pleasantry was indulged at this time, at the 
11 ncss of (lie British knight, and his ungallaut escape 
ni the Lady of the Lake. The chase was now renew- 
!. iind, favoured by the wind, the commodore came in 
L'hiof seven schooners, and captured five of them, in 
lie of their rfibrls lo escape by separaiing. Before sun 
un, three of them struck to the Pike, and another lo 
< Sylph and the Lady of the Lake, and a tiflh was af- 
f irards captured by the Sylph. They turned out to be 
in rcsscle, bound to the head of the lake as transports 
'^ o of them wer« the Julia and Growler, which had 
ca lost by ihe Americans. On board were tlrree Imn- 
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dred eoldieis, belonging In iljc De WaUe\-iUe pegu 
It was ascettaiiied that the ship of sir James Yci 
tbe Koyal George liad sufl'cred «ery eonsitterable ii 
Bs well as loss in killed and woantled. Cqdiiik 
Ciiaancey reaiBined master of the lake during tl 
mainder of the sensoii. 

The consequciico of leaviiis; a large Carre of ihe 
iiiy in the rear, and wididrawiug ihe troops from HI 
ra were soon felt. General Harrison arrived at ~ 
soon after the departure of the commander in chie 
eoulil not follow, for want ot transports. Ho emh 
af^er the mnin body had gone into tinier qimi't^s. 
fort was left under ct^mmand of general M'Clucei 
eommanded militia, whose term of service had I 
expired. This force was soon reduced to a basdi 
loeiH and the place was no longer tenable. TbflM 
was ill march with a large force. The fort xras I 
up, and the few troops crossed the river, just in til 
escape the British. But this retreat was preceded I 
act which every American onght to condemn. Nei 
a handsome lillle village, near the fori, would great 
voMx a besieging army, a»d orders were gircB h] 
Secretaryi that if necessar>' for the defence of lh« 
the Tillage should be destroyed, to prevent the 
t'rom takiug shelter in it. By an astonishing 
lion of these orders, the General gave notice to 1 
habilanta to retire, »m\ left the village iu flames. 
act was promptly disavowed by the govemmeoL 
order so misconceived, was soon enclosed to Sir Ge 
PrevoBt, expressing regret, and declaring tlie act 
1 ihorised. 

Sir George PrevosI, however, did not wait for the 
f avowal of the American government ; he had alread 
I Aicted a rclulialion suflicienl lo satisfy the vengeaiH 
F the fiercest enemy. At day lighl, on iho niiieieeal 
I December, fort Niagara was siu'priscd by colonel Hu 
\ with about four hmidied men, and the garrison, a 
J three hnndrcd in nimihcr, and principally invalid^ 
■-put to the sword ; not more than twenty being al 
1 HBCape. The commanding officer, captain Laomr 
t peara lo have lipi'is phaniffully negbgcnt. pt "" 
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ufjiiglrt by llic enemy : he was absent at the liinc, and had 
nsed no precautions against an asdaull. Having possea' 
sed themsclvea of this placet they soon after incrcRsett. 
ihcir force, and immediateiy proceeded to lay waste tbtt 
Niagara frontier with lire and sword. The militia, hastily 
<-allected, could oppose no resistance to a large body o£ 
British regulars and seven hundred Indians. A. epiriteilr 
but unavailing attempt waa made by major Bennett to de- 
fend Lewifltown ; this village, together with that of Mau^ 
L-hester, Young's town, and the Indian village of tlie Tus- 
cararas, were speedily reduced to ashes, ana many of the 
inhabitants butchered. Major Mellory advanced from 
Slosser, to oppose the invaders, but was compelled by si 
',ierior numberij to retreat. On the thirtieth, a detachment 
landed at Black Rock, and proceeded to Buflklo ; general' 
Hall had organized a body of militia, but on the approach 
"f the enemy, they could not bo induced lo bold theiv 
jTound. Great exerlions ivere made by majors Staunton 
iind Norton, and heutenant Riddle, but to no purpose. 
The village was soon after reduced to ashes, and Ul» 
xs'hole frontier, for many miles, exhibited a scene of 
and devastation. Here was indeed ample vengeance for 
ifie burning of Newark. Even the British general was 
.itisSed, as appears by his proclamation of (iie twelfth of 
January ; " the opportunity of punishment has occurred, 
■.nid a full mcasvre of retrifntiion has taken place .-" am" 
be declared his intention of " pursuing no further a syg 
[<-m of warl'are so revolting to liis own feelings, and Si 
little congenial to the British character." _ 

We think indeed it was time to stop, and we arc wclr 
persuaded that those who venerate the hr talionis, musf, 
be satisfied that the measure of vindictive vengeace wtt9, 
full to overflowing. 

About this timo a very interesting subject was submit-^ 
i..'d to tlie consideration of congress. Twenty-three 
\merican soldiers, taken at the battle of Qnecnstown, iir 
iheaulumn of 1812, were detained in close confinement 
its British subjects ; and sent to England to undergo a tri-* 
al for treason. On this being made known lo onr g 
rmincut, orders Avere given to general Dearborn to c 
fin f n like avmber of British prlsoBeis li^-ew vA S.p>-«^ 
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Goorge, and to keep them as hostagea for tlie sftfi-iy «! 
(lie Americans ; which naa carried into offecl, and soon 
after made known to the governor of Canada. The 
British government was no sooner iiiformed cf this, ll»i> 
governor Prevoat was ordered tty place forly-six Ameri- 
can ofEcers and nos-com missioned olliecra in confine- 
ment, to ensure the safety of the British soldiers. 

Tliis Bubject was the theme of very immediate debnii 
in congress, which wea at this tim« in Bsssion- 

Tho result of this debate-was, a determination to main- 
tain with firmness the position which tlie administralioit 
had taken ; and if Great Britain persisted in the fell re* 
olutioiiof rendering the war bloody btiyond the csamplf 
of modern times ; as they bad already rendered it mosi 
barbarous and ferocious, the United States must relurt 
antly pursue a course to be lamented by every maa oi 
common humonily. 

No twithfi landing the intemperate opposition on the 
floor of congress, the war was evidently gaining groanil^ 
Jhe conduct of the enemy, iti the prosecution of hoMiii- 
ties, was such as to awaken the feelings of every Ameri- 
can ; and the rejection of the Russian mediation ataggei- 
ed many, who confidently predicted its prompt accept- 
ance. Thcficlorics, which wehad obtained at sca,<cuDP 
home to the fcelingB of the whole nation, aad were claim- 
ed exclusively by the opposition, as having always beeu 
the best friends to the navy. Tlie British actually com- 
plained, that those whom she considered lier friends in 
America, should rejoice in her misfovtuncs ; and accused 
Ihcm of faithlessness and inconstancy, because lliey per- 
fiutled their love of country lo overcome their hatred £01= 
liiD men in po^ver. But this was a delightful proof of m- 
lionalily, such as might have been expected from Britain 
^icrself, or from Froncc, though not from a nation eo re- 
cently composed of independent jarring states, not yet 
|)erfcclly cemented. It becomes every virtnotts man li 
i-ejoice in the good fortune of his conntry. however hr 
may dislike the present rulers. This sentiment waf 
trradually gaining ground ; the warlike appearances eve- 
ry where displayed, interested the ardent minds of the 
TOUng", ond euterpriaVi^a, ani ft^^i fe*** «^ »itiia dulf «* 
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t oitiilcJ. awakened the desire of being iliiilinguidlieil. 
'I'tic contagion of military pursuits was rapidly spread- 
ing. The habiia of a people, who had been thirty year? 
at peace, and constantly occupied in their industrious av- 
ocations, conld not be changed suddenly. Dot man is 
every where by nature warlike, and cannot exist long in 
the midst of martial scenea and preparaliona, withom 
catchiDg their Epirit. It would not hare been difficult lo 
predict, that the foreign enemy, which was al first regard- 
ed only as the enemy of a parly, would soon become the 
fnemy of the country. 

Otir affiiira in the aouthward, had aEsumeil a soriout. 
nspecli and no sooner had the northeru armies retired 
into winter quarters, than the public allenlion was kept 
nlivc, by tlie interesting evenis which transpired in the 
coQiitry of the Creeks, during the winter. That ill fated 
people had at length declared open war. 

In consequence of the threatening appearances lo the 
i^outl). and ihe hostilities which already prevailed with 
the Indians inhabiting iho Spanish territory, governor 
Mitchell, of Georgia, was required by the secretary at 
war, to detach a brigade to the Oakmidgee river, for the 
purpose of covering Ihe frontier settlements of the atale. 
Tiovernor Holmes of the Mississippi territory, was al 
ilie same lime ordered to join a body of militia to the 
volunteers under general Claiborne, then stationed on the 
^lobile. In the course of the summer, the settlers in the 
vicinity of that river, became so much alarmed from the 
liostile deportment of the Creeks, ihat the greater pan 
abandoned their plantations, and sought ref'ige in the 
tiiiferent forts ; while the peace party amongst th<! 
Creeks, had in some places, shut themselves up in (arts. 
and were besieged by their countrymen. 

The commencement of hostilities was witnessed by 
one of the most shocking massacres, that can be fouud in 
ihc history of our Indian wars. The eattlers, from an 
imperfect idea of their danger, had adopted an erroneonn 
mode of defence, by throwing themselves into small 
forts or stations, at great distances from each other, on 
the various branches of the Mobile. Early in August it 
Vas Raccrtainet!, iliat flie Indians tntftnAci " " ' 
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vttack upon all these stationa, and destroy them in dciail. 

{ 'Tlie first place wliieli they would attempt, wonld probi' 

K^ly bo fort Mints, in which the [rreatesi number of fnim- 

^lies harf been collecleii. Towards the latter part of \i 

^ gOBt, information was brought that ihe Indians wei 

L «bout to make an attack on this post, but unforianitulj 

Ttoo little Dttenlinn was paid to the warning. During 

llbomentary continiiancc uf the nlarm, some preparaliow 

>rc made for defence, but it seenia that it was almofl 

ipossible to ronse tliem from their unfortunate disbeUcf 

^*f the proximity of their danger. The fort was co 

mandcd by major Beasiy. of the Mississippi lerriloryi 

brave officer, and as a priv-ale Citizen highly respected.) 

with ubout a hundred vulunteers under his comniaiu). 

By aome fatality, notwiilisianding the warning's he M 

leceived, he was not siilHcienlly on his guard, and EUtlri 

pd himself to be surprised on the thirtieth, at noon-da) 

Tlic sentiael had scarcely time to notify the approarb ci 

the Indians, when they rushed, with a drcadfull yellf (d 

wards the gate, which was wide open ; the garrison wo' 

instantly underarms, and the major fiew towards the ga«' 

with some of his men, in order to close it, and if possibli 

expel the enemy ; -but he soon after fell mortally woucil- 

(•(I. The gale was at length closed, after great slaughHr 

on both sides; but a number of the Indians had lakcit 

jjosscssion of a block hotiso, from whicli they were ex- 

j>e]led, afier a bloody cotttcst, by captain Jack, The a? 

"lilt was still continued for an hour, on the outside n- 

-,^.0 pickets ; the port holes were several times cturic ' 

JJoylbe assailants, and retaken by those within (ho forL 

' Tlie Indidns now for a moment withdrew, appareollv 

Kaheartened by their loss, but on being harangued !>> 

Hlcir chief Weatherford, they returned with augmeiileil 

Bty to the assault ; having procured ases, they proccedeit 

fii' cut down the gate, and at the same time made ahrcafii 

It the pickets, and possessing themselves of llie area »' 

he fori, compelled the besieged to take refiige iu ill'' 

fenses. Here they made a gallant resistance, but Ih* 

Tdians at length setting fire to the roofs, the 6tt ''^' 

P iheso unfortunate peoplb became altogether hi 
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i-liildiPii at llieir unliappjr fair, would Iinvp awakened 
[>ity in Uie breasts of tigers ; it ia oaly by those whn 
liBvc some faint idea of the nature of Indian warfare, 
ihat the horror of llieir situation can be conceived. The 
terror of tho scene had ahcady been eufficient to have 
licTcft them of ihcir eenses : but what heart doci not 
l>lecd at ifae recital of its realities. Kot a «oul was epai- 
cd by these monslers ; from the most aged person to thr 
yo an gest infant, ihcy became the victiina of indiscrimi' 
nnic butchery ; and same, to avoid a ivorsc fate, even 
rtishcd into the flamcB. A few only escaped by leapiuff 
over the pickets, while the Indians were engaged in the 
ivork of massacre. About two hundred and sijiiy per- 
sons of all ages, and scxe9, thus perished, including 
^onic friendly Indians, and about one hundred negroes. 
The panic caused at the other posts, or stations, by ihiu 
dreadful cataslrophe, can scarcely . be described ; the 
wretched rnhabilants, feaiing a similar fate, abandoned 
(heir retreats of fanned security in the middle of thr 
night, and in their endeavours to escape to Mobile, en- 
countered every specips of sufleHng. The dwellings of 
these settlers, (who were probably as numerous as the 
whole tribe of Creeks,) were burnt, and their cattle de- 
stroyed. 

On the receipt of this disastrous intelligence, the Ten- 
nessee militia, under the oi-dcrs of general Jackson and 
fv-eiieral Cocke, immediately marched to the country of 
ihe Creeks. On the second of November general Cof- 
fee was detached, with nine hundred men, against thr 
Tallushatchcs towns, and reached the phirp about day 
light the nest morning. The Indians, apprised of Im 
approach, were prepared to receive him. Within a shori 
distance of the village the enemy charged upon him, with 
a boldness seldom displayed by Indians. They were re- 
pulsed, and after the most obstinate resistance, in which 
they would receive no quarters, they were slain almost 
to a man, and their women and children taken prisoners. 
There were nearly two hundred of the warriors kilted 
in tliis aflbir. The loss oflhc Americans was five killed 
and forty wounded. 

T,atp in the morning of the seventh, a friendly Indian 
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Iirotiglit itilclHgcncc to general Jnrkson, thai about liiiily 
miles below his camp, were a number of Creeks coHsctfi! 
a( a plnce called Tulledcga, where ihey were engaged in 
besieging a number of frieiidly Inilians, who mustinBTi- 
tably perish unless speedily rcHeved. This ofllcei' 
ivhoso TCsolutions were as rnpidly executed as ihey were 
formed, marched at twelve o'clock the snmc night, al the 
head of twelve hundred men, and arrived within mi 
miles of itiG place the nest evening;. At midnighlht, 
again advonccd, by seven o'clock \raa within a mile of' 
the enemy, and immedinlely made the moat jtidicioas ar* i 
rangements for surrounding them. Having approat^ed 
in this manner almost unperccived, within eighty ystit 
of the Indian?, the battle commenced on their part villi 
great fury, but being repulsed on all sidca, they attempt- 
ed to make their escape, but soon found themselves en- 
closed ; two companies hanng at first given way, a sft-Cr 
\r&s left through which a conslderaWe number of the en- 
emy escaped, and were pursued to the motmiaiita wiili 
frreat slnughtcr. In this action the American loss ws.^ 
iifteen killed and eighty wounded. That of the Creeks 
was little short of (hrcc hundred ; their whole force ex- 
ceeded a thousand. 

General Cocke, who commanded the other division oi 
the Tennessee militia, on the eleventh detached gcneml 
"White from fort Armstrong, where he was encampcil 
against the hostile towns on the Tallepoose river. Aftei 
marching the whole night of the seventeenth, he aurprij- 
nd n town at day light, containing upwards of three hun- 
dred warriors, sixty of whom were killed and the resi 
taken priaoners. Having burnt several of their villages 
which had been deserted, he returned on the twenty third, 
\viihout losing a single man. 

The Georgia militia, under general Floyd, advancti! 
into the Creek country, about the last of the month. 
Uecei^'ing information that a. great number of Indian- 
were colleeted nt the Autosscc towns, on the Tallapoosi- 
river, a place which ihey called their beloved ground, 
hiliid where, according to their prophets, no white roaii 
~ luld molest them, general Floyd, placing hiaieelf ■> 
ahead of nice hundred militia, and foxir hundred fricinf' 
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\y Creeks, marched from his en<;amptneot on ilic Cltata- 
houcbie. On tlic evening of llic tu-cniy eighth, lie en- 
i-^mped within U-.n miles of the place, and reEuming bis 
march at one o'clock, reached tho lonns about &ix, and 
ComtBcnccd an attack upon butli ut tlie same moncnl. 
Hialtoops were metby Uielndians with unconinitm brave- 
ry ; and it was not until after an obstinate resiaioncc, 
that they vrcrc forced, by liis musketry aud bayonets, to 
fly to llie thickets and copses in tho rear of tho towns. 
In the course of three hours the enemy was completely 
defeated, and the villages in Omnes, Eleven Americans 
ivere killed and £fty woundcil, among the latter the gene- 
iul himself; of the enemy, it is aupposed Uial beside llit 
Autosse and Tallasse kings, ujiworda of nvo hundred 
vvere killed. 

This just retribution, it ivas hoped, would bring ihcsc 
ivrctchcd rrcatures to a proper sense of their situations; 
but unfortunntcly it had not ibis eifect, they still persisted 
la their hostilities against us. In the mouth of Decem- 
ber, general Claiborne murehed a detachment against the 
towns of Eccanachaca, on the Alabnmn river. On the 
Mvcnty second, he carao sudderily upon them, killed thirty 
of llicir warriors, and after destroying their villages, re* 
lurucd with a trifling loss. 

After tjic buttle of Tallcdcga, general Jackson was left 
with but a handful of men, in consequeucoof the term of 
service of the militia having expired. On the fourteenth 
-of January he was fortunately reinforced by eight hun- 
dred vohmleers from Tennessee, and toon after several 
.'inndred friendly Indians. 

lie was also joined by general Coffee with a inimber 
.of officers. Ilia mifrtia having^ relumed home. On llie 
scvcntccntli, xvilh a view of making a diversion in favour { 
itf geueral Floyd, and at the same time of relieving fort " 
Armstrong, wliicJi was said to be threatened, he penetra- 
Led the Indian country. On the evening of the twenty 
iirsl, believing himself, from appearances, in the vicinity 
-*>f a large body of Indians, he encamped with great pre- 
, -cftutioD, and placed himself in the best attitude for dct 
fence. Some time in the night, one of hia spies broaghl 
nftrmation thai he had se^n the ctiQmv ft fcsv ■niiwi vfv 
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i from llieir being busily engaged in soiiJing ttw. 

\ ibeir women and cliildren, it was evident they liad disc 

red the American!), and itoiiUI either csfape or mai 

k attack before morning. While the troops were i 

"b state of readineti, ihoy wore vigorously uttackeil < 

r luft flaiik about day daylight ; the enemy whs rent 

a with firmness, and after a severe contest, they fied. 

OTGry direction- This «oa however soon dbcturercd 
lie a feint ; general CoB'ec having been despatched wil 
tbur hundred mcu, to destroy the enemy's camp, ivilh di 
vcclions not to aitack it, if Blrongiy fortilieJ, relnriK 
tvi[h information thatit would uol l)c prudent to ailem] 
i t without artillery : half an linur hud HRorccly etapaei 
nhcn the enemy commenced o tierce attack on Jackson'i^ 
li'ft flank. Il seems they had intended, by the first onaiU 
ifi draw the Americans into a pursuit, and by that meUifi 
• reate a confusion ; but this was completely prevented 
iiy Jackson's causing his left flank to keep its posiliiHix 
liencral Colfee, with about fifty of his officers, acting 
volunteers, assailed the Indians on the le^, while aboi 
itvo hundred friendly Indians came upon them on 
right. The whole line giving them one fire, rcsoliitelj 
charged ; and the enemy being disappointed iH tlieir 
plan, fled wilh predpitation. On the left (lank of the In 
dians the contest was kept up some time longer ; js^cncrnl 
Coffee was severely wounded, and his aid. A, Donaldsoi), 
Itilled ; on licing reinforced by a parly of the friendly 
Indians, he compelled the enemy to fly, leaving fifty ul 
iheir warriors on the ground. 

General Jackson, being apprehensive of anotlicr altuV. 
lurlified his camp for the night ; the uexi day, feorinjf 
want of provisions, he found it necessary to retreat, and 
licfore night reached Enotachopco, having passed a dan- 
gerous defile without interrujUion. In the momiug 1m^ 
had lo cross a defile still more dangerous, where lie n' * 
expeei lliat the enemy had formed an ambusead« 
therefore determined to pass at some other point, 
most judicious arrangements baring been made for tll< 
djspnsilion of his force in case of attack, he moved tot- 
ivard towards the paas wVith ^c\v*ft acVatMsA. The ftm" j 
"i with l»rt o{ the fl&nV cijWwiw, lAjqp'&sa •«i^^ \ 
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ided, had scarcely croased ihe creek, when the alarm 
given in the rear. Jackson im mediately gave orders 
lie right and left coIumnB [o wheel on their pivot, and 
dug the stream above and below, assail the flanks 

rear of the enemy, and thus completely enclose 
I. But, lo his astonishment and mortification, when 
Ford was given for these columns to form, and e few 

were fired, they precipitately gave way. This un- 
untable fiight had well nigh proved fatal : it drew 
T with it the greater part of the centre column, leav- 
lot more than twenty-five men, who being formed by 
lel Carrol, maintnined their ground for a time against 
whelming numbers. All that could now be opposed 
e enemy, were the few who remained of the rear 

d, the artillery company, pad caplHin Rupel'a com- 
of spies. Their conduct however, was admirable. 

tenant Armstrong, with the utmost coolness and in- 
dity, dragged, with the assistance of a few more, ihe 
oundcr up the hill, although exposed to a heavy fire ; 
[laving gained his position, loaded (he piece with 

e, and fired it with such effect, that after a fe«v die- 
ses, the enemy was repulsed. The Indians, were 
lied for several miles, by colonel Carrol, colonel Ilig- 

and captains Elliot and Pipkins, Captain Gordon, 
le spies, had partly succeeded in turning ihcir flanks, 
^y this impetuous charge, contributed greatly lo re- 
! the day. The Americans now continued their 
\h without further molestation. In these diflerent 
gements, about twenty Americana were killed, and 
rity-five wounded ; in the last, about one hundred and 
ty of the Creeks were slain. 

eanwhile general Floyd was advancing towards the 
m territory, from the Chaiahouchie river. On the 
.ly-seventh of January his camp wns attacked by a 
; body of Indians about an hour before dajt. They 
upon the sentinels, fired upon them, and then rushed 
great impetuosity towards the line. The action 
became general ; the front of both flanks was close- 
ressed, but the firmness of the ofEcers and men rc- 
!d (heir assaults at every point. As soon as it he- 
e sufficiently light, general Floyd strengthened his 
87 
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right wing, and formed his cavalry in the rear, then 
icted a charge ; the enemy were driven before the b 
□el, and £eing pureued by the cavalry, many of th 
were killed. The loss of general Floyd waa ecTenti 
killed, and one hundred and thirty-two wounded. T 
of the Indiana could noi be ascertained ; thirty-aevei 
their warriors were left dead on the field, but it is thoBj 
their loBB was very considerable, 

By ihia time, it might be supposed thai the Creelu 1 

[ been satisQed with the experiment of war, but theyi 
fiear to have been infatuated in a must extraordinary 

I gree. From the influence of iheir prophets over d 
superstitious minds, they were led on from one rtnni 

I effort to another, in hopes that the time would at laat 

, rive, when their enemiev ^would be dulivered into ll 
hands. 

General Jackson, having received considerable n 
foTcements from Tennessee, and being joined by SU 
ber of friendly Indians, set out on an espeditian U> 
Tallapoose river. He proceeded from the Coose on 
twenty-fourth of March, reached the southern cxtren 
of the New Youca on the twenty-seventh, ^t a place < 
led the Horse-shoe-bend of the Coose. Nature famii 
few situations so eligible for defence ; and here 
Creeks, by the direction of their prophets, had m 
their last stand. Across the neck of land they h«d en 
ed B breastwork of the greatest compactness and stren) 
from five to eight feut high, and provided with a doi 
row of port holes artfully arranged. In this place ll 
considered themselves perfectly secure. The 



could not approach without being exposed to 
and cross fire from the Indians who lay behii 
area thus enclosed by the breastworks was little 
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e hundred acres. The warriors from Oakfuskee, 
^^ shaya, Hilehees, the Fish Ponds, and Eupata towns, ) 
^^L collected their force at this place, in number exceediil 
^^^ thousand. 

^B Early in the morning of the twenty -seventh. g«iH 
^H Jackson, having encamped the preceding night wit 
^^1 bIx miles of the bend, detached general Coffee, witk: 
^H mounted men and nearly the whole of the Indian tot 
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to pass the river at k ford aboal three milea below their 
eneampinent, and to surround the bend in such a maik;. 
ner, that none of them should escape by attempting t^ 
cross the river. With the remainder of his force, geol-; 
eral Jackson advanced to ihe point of the breastworlb 
«nd at half past ten, planted his artillery on a sraall emi-, 
Dence within eighty yards of the nearest point of thi 
w^or)<, and within two hundred and fifty of the fartheatj 
A brisk cannonade was opened upon the centre, and i 
severe fire was kept up with musketry and rifles, whei 
ihe Indians ventured ta show themselves behind thefc 
defences. In the meantime, general Coffee having cro» 
eed below, had advanced towards the village ; whei 
within half a mile of that which stood at llie cxtremiq 
of the peninsula, the Indians gave their yeU ; Coffee «: 
peeling an imniedlBte attack, drew up his men in oyler < 
battle, and in this manner continued to move forward 
The friendly Indians had previously taken possession 6 
the bank, for the purpose of preventing the retreat of tb 
«nemy ; but they no sooner heard the artillery of Jacli 
«on, and the approach of Coffee, than they rushed for 
Tvard to Ihe banks ; while the militia, apprehending k 
-aittack from the Oakfuskee Tillages, were obliged lo n. 
main in order of battle. The friendly Indiana, unable ti 
remain silent spectators, began lo fire across ih 
«bout one hundred yards wide, while some plui_ 
the river, and ewimming across, brought back a numbe 
of canoes ; in these the greater part embarked, landa 
«>n the peninsula, then advanced iato the village, dron 
the enemy from their huts up lo the forttfication! 
«^ontinued lo annoy them during the whole action. 
.Knovement of the Indians rendered it necessary thati 
j2Mrl of Coffee's line should take their place. 

General Jackson finding that hii arrangements we: 
.MTompleie, at leng'th yielded to the earnest sulicitaiioi 
«af his men lo be led lo the charge. The regular Iroopi 
S*d by colonel WilliamB and Major Montgomery, wereil 
^ moment in possession of the nearest part of the breast 
^ ■»*«rks ; the militia accompanied them wiib equal S 
I *»«H8 and intrepidity. Having maintained for a few i 
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the port-holes, they succeeded in gaining the opponb 
side of the works. The event could no longer be doDlH> 
ful. The enemy, although many of them fought triii 
that kind of bravery which desperation inspires, wCft 
cut to pieces. The whole mnrgin of the river whicliiip 
rounded the peniaaula, was strewed with the slain. Vtk 
hundred and lifly-seven were found, besides those thnxn 
into the river by their friends, or drowned in altemplini 
to escape. Not more than fitly could have escaped. 
Among their slain was their great prophet Manahoe, anJ 
two others of less note. Aljoul three hundred womfii 
and children were taken prisoners. Jackson's loss iflK. 
twenty-six white men killed, and one hundred and ftf&l 
woimded ; eighteen Cherokees killed, and Uurty^to 
wounded ; and five friendly Creeks killed, and elevMi 
wounded. 

This most decisive victory put an end to the Creel, 
war. The spirit and power of these misguided men wen' 
tompletely broken ; Jackson soon after scoured ibc 
countries on tbe Cooae and Tallnpoose. A parly of ll* 
enemy, on the latter river, on his approach, fled to Pen- 
BBCola. The greater pari of the Creeks now came bi- 
ward and threw lliemselvea on the mercy of the rieloB 
A detachment of militia from North and Boulh CuruHu. 
liJidev the command of colonel Pearson, scoured ihe eomi- 
try on the Alabaind, and reeeii-ed the 
great number of Creek warriors and their prophets. 

In the course of the Hummer a treaty of peace wa 
tattd to them by Jackson, on severe but just I 
They agreed to yield a portion of their country as 
ilemuity for the expenses of liie war ; they conceded ll 
privilege of opening roaJa through their country, loeeili- I 
v.r with the liljerty of navigating their rivers. Tlieyslc I 
Rlipulnted to hold no intercourse with any British (~ 
Spanish post, or garrison, and to deliver up the prO~^ 
ihey had taken from whites or friendly Indianfc' 
general, on the part of the United Stales, underti 
guBTantee their territory, to 
and in consideration of theirt 
(hem gratuitously with the n 
could pvoviiie for llieu\Bii\va' 
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tsMiah trading liouses, and endeavour to bring back the 
nafion to thoii Ibrmer Btate. 

Jt has already been stated, that after the failure nf the 
campaign sgaiDHl the British provincns, the army retired 
into winter quarters, ll remained inactive till the latter 
part of February. The Secretary of War gave orders toi 
withdraw tu Plaltshurgh, and ttiat two ihoueand men. 
should be marched to Sackett's Harbour, uuder General 
Brown, wiih a proportioti of field pieces and battering 
cannon. The general destroyed his barracks, and retir- 
ed to the place aesigiied him- 

The Brilith detached a large force under Col. Scott, 
who destroyed the public stores, and pillaged the citi- 

Towarda the latter end of March, general Wilkinson 
determined tu erect a battery at a place called Rouse's 
point, where his engineer had discovered a position from 
which the enemy's fleet, then laid up at SL John's, might 
be keift in check. The ice breaking up on lake Cham* 
plain sooner than usual, defeated his plan ; a body i{ th^ 
enemy, upwards of two thousand strong, on discovering' 
his design, had been collected at La CoUe mill, threo 
miles from Rouse's point, for the purpose of opposing 
him. With a view of dislodging this party, and at tbti 
same time of forming a diversion in favour of generfj 
Brown, who had marched against Niagara, the commands 
er in chief, at the head of about four thousand men, crow 
sed the Canada lines on the thirtieth of March. Aflar 
dispersing several of the enemy's skirmishing parties, hi| 
reached La Colle mill, a large fortilied stone house, t| 
which Major Hancock commanded. An eighteen ponn^ 
er was ordered up, but owing to the nature of th« ground 
over which it had to pass, the transportation was fimni 
iiDpracticabli^ ; a twelve pounder and a five inch bowit* 
ler, were therefore substituted. These pieces, under thflC 
"Eection of captain M'Pherson, and licutenuiM jArabeo 
i Sheldon, were posted at ithe distaJice of two hnnflrel 
w from the house, auil covered by the seco&d bHgadai 
t part of colonel Clark's command, under general 
"' in the right i and the third brigade, under geiiais 
I, on the left. Colonel MUler was ordered to " ' ' 
83*.. 
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a position with the twelfth and thirteenth regiments, 
order to cut off the enemy's retreat ; while the reserve, 
composed of four select corps of the first brigade, wm 
placed under the command of general M'Comb. Tbeea 
arrangements being made, the battery opened upon the 
house, and the fire was promptly returned. The diffe> 
ent corps were greatly exposed lo the fire from the house; 
it was found impossible to effect a breach, although the 
guns were managed with great skill. Captain M'Phe^ 
son was wounded at the commencement of the attacki 
but continued notwithstanding, at his post, until a second 
nhot had broken his thigh : his next officer, Larabee, wu 
shot through the lungs ; lieutenant Sheldon kept up the 
fire until the end of the affair, and behaved in a mi 
which drew forth the praise of his general. 

The British commander, perceiving that the Amert- 
cans persisted in bombarding the house, made a desper- 
ate sortie, and several limes charged upon the cannon, is 
which he was repulsed by the covering troops, and cttn- 
pelled to retire to his fortress with loss. It being now 
found impracticable to make an impression on this strong 
building, whose walls were of unusual thickness, the 
commander in chief, calling in his different parties, feD 
buck in good order. The loss of the Americans in (bit 
affair, was upwards Of one hundred and forty in killed 
and wounded ; that of the British is not ascertained." 

Many were the difficulties under which the array I** 
boured. Lack of system, a severe climate, sickness, on^ 
foreseen espenses, abuses in every department, and want 
of experience and education in the subalterns ; and ths 
disgraceful conduct of many of the frontier inhabitanUh 
in supplying the enemy with provisions, are among die 
tuiinber of misforlur.ea under which the country labotu* 
pil. BeKidea which, ibe enemy wasregularly informedof 
every thing which transpired on the American side. 

" Shortly after the aifair of La CoUe, the greater part 
of the British force was collected at St. John's and iht 
Isle Au^ INoix, for the purpose of securing the enbfUtH 
of the squadron into lake Champlain, on the breaking np 
of the ill'. This was effected early in May. Sometime. 
before ihis, on the suggestion of general Wilkinson, con- 
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motloTe M'Donnugh had fortifieii the moulh of Otter rir< 
er, BO as to secure a passage for his flotilla, which thea. 
lay at Vergennes, higher lip the river, waiting for its ar- 
mament. This precaution proved of great service. Tha, 
commodore had laboured, with indefatigable indiiBtry, to 
provide a naval force on this lake, to cope with that of 
the enemy ; the vesaela hud been built during the autunia 
and winter, bnt their armament did not arrive before 
spring. The first nlypct of the eiiiimy, when thoy found 
the navigation open, was lo attempt the deslruclion of 
the lleet, before it could move upon its clement prepared, 
to meet them. On the 12lh of Way, not long after iha 
erection of the battery on the cape, at the entrance of the 
river, a bomb vessel and three large gallies were station- 
ei\ by the enemy across the creek, for the purpose of 
blockading the si^uadron, and at the same time to inter- 
rept naval supplies, which it was supposed would be sent 
by water, for the purpose of completing its armament. 
Captain Thornton of the light artillery, and lieutenant 
Caasin, with a number of sailors, were ordered to the de^ 
fence of the battery. Indications being at the some timB 
discovered of au attempt by the enemy to assail the bat-r^ 
tety in the r^ar, gmnal Davis, of the ¥f rtnont militia, ' 
callird purt of his brigade, in ordrr to oppose the landing.^ 
At day-break on the 14th, the enemy commenced au at^ 
lAck upon the works, hut were so etfectually resisted, ihslrj 
they IverH compelW to withdraw from their position with^ 
the loss of two gflllies, which they were obligi-d to aban- 
don. Soon after, the whole squadron moved down tha 
hike, but not without some skirmishing with geneiwl 
Wright of the mililia, as they passed Burlington. Con)* , 
modore M'Dnnough bad altemptrd to bring some of the . 
Ameiicjin veasHs to the mouth of the river, but ihp Brit- 
ish stiuadron hud disappeared before he could attain his 
oh j eel, 

While the naval preparations .were making on Jjtki 
Champlain, the winter and spring were taken up with thi 
preparations for a contest of superiority on Lake Onta< 
rio. The British converted it, however, into a contest ' 
building the greatest number and the largest ships, j 
KingslcD, a ship of extraordinary size was building ; f 
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ihe enemy no longer trusted, sa they had done with oil 
er nations, to superior seamanship ajid ralor. CommiH 
itore Chauncey was under the necessity or Imilding add'*' 
tionsl vcesels, for the purpose of maintaining as nearly 
M possible an equality of Torre. The enemy was, huw- 
^B e'er, not satisfied in endeavoring to conquer us in stiip 
^KJinilding, they made nutncrous allcmptB to destroy, by 
B insidious means, those already built by the Americans.— 
On the twcnly-lifth of April, three of tlie enemy's Iwata. 
provided with the means of blowing up the reasels, aire- 
ceeded in getting close into Sackeli's Harbor undiscoT- 
ered ; but befnre they could execute their purpose, they 
were detected and hred upon by Lieutenant Dudley, the 
officer of the guard, on which ihey threw their powder 
Into the Lake, anil pulled off. Failing in all these Bl- 
tempt», from the vigilance of the Americans, they next 
formed the determination to intercept the naval stores on 
their wiiy from Oswego, where they had been dcpoffited. 
Thither Sir James proceeded with his whole fleet, and 
having on board a large body of troops under General 
Drummond, proceeded ou the fitUi of May, with the de- 
termination of storming the town and capturing the 
equipments destined for Iha new vessels. The Briti^ 
commenced a heavy bombardment, which was kept up 
for several days ! the unexpected and galUnt resistance 
of the garrison, consisting of three hundred men under 
lieutenant colonel Mitchell, wea in vain against such su- 
perior force. The schooner Growler, then ia Oswego 
creek to Tc reive the cannon, was sunk to prevent her 
from being taken, and all the tents that could be procur- 
ed were pitched on the village side, to give the appear- 
ance ofa large force of militia. The sailors of the GroV 
ler, under lieutenant Pearce, were added to the garrison I 
the shore battery was commanded by captain Boylci Be» 
onded by lieutenant Legate. At one o'clock, fifteen 
ges filled with troops, moved towards the shore, pi 
ded by several gunboats, while a heavy cannonade 
commenced by the larger vessels. They were so waj 
ly received by the battery on shore, that the boats Wl 
twice repulsi'd. and one of the largest fell into tito ' 
of the A 
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The squadron now Btood off, but this was evidently for 
the purpose uf renewing the attack, id such a manner as 
(o render it effectual. They again approached on the 
sixth, having resolved to land untier cover of her ships ; 
they Bccordingiy kept up a heniy lire for three hours, 
while their land forcea, tn'o thousand in number, under 
general De Watteville, succeeded in gaining the shore, 
after being gallantly opposed by lieutenant Pearce and 
his Eeamen. Colonel Mitchell now abandoned the fort, 
and joining his corps to the marines and seamen, engaged 
the enemy'sffank, and did great execution. Finding fur- 
ther resistance useless, he fell hack, formed his iTOops, 
and took up his march to the falls of Oswego, dflfetroying i 
the bridges in his rear. Hitherto, to the iuexprcssible' 
disappointment of the Briliah, the naval stores had been 
removed, and all their trouble, and the loss which ihey 
sustained, procured them nothing more than a few barrels 
of provisions an J some whiskey. This was purchased 
with the loss of two hundred and thirty-live men, in kill- 
ed and wounded ; ihey were certainly entitled to the vie- 
torv, but ihey never thought proper to claim it. The 
]oB9 of the Americans was sixty-nine in killed, wounded 
and missing; among the first, a promising offiter, lieuten- 
ant BUney. 

On the evening of the same day, a part of the force 
proceeded to Pullneyville, and demanded the public 
stores. The inhabitants were unable to repel the invad- 
ers, ulio indulged themselves in their usual depredations j 
when general Svriit, of the New- York militia, opportune- 
ly arriving, with a part of his brigade, put ihcm to flight. 
The Briiish soon after, hearing thai the Superior, which 
had lately heen luiincheJ, had received her equipments 
from the interior, broke up the blockade, and returned 
to Kingston. Another new ship, the Mohawk, was at 
this time on the stocks, and as she would have to be a 
plied with her equipments from ihe same place, it i 
determined, since 'he British had disappeared, to Ira 

fiurt them by ivater, and avoid (he expense and delay of 
and transportation. To deceive the enemy, who had 
nitmeroiis gunboats hovering about the different creeks, 
B repom^was circulated that it waa mleniBi \a Vi^"a*-i\ 
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the st<>rea to the Oneida lake. Nineteen barges vers 
loaded at Oswego, and major AppHiig was despatched hjr 
general Gaioea, with a detachment lo aid captain WodI* 
eey, in their defence. On ihe 28th of May, captain 
Woolsey, finding the coast clear, reached the village bf 
sunBe[,aDd taking advantage of the darkness of the night) 
put into the lake. The next day they reached Sandf 
creek, and ascending it a few miles, despatched a boat la 
look out for the British on the lake ; this boat was diKOf' 
ered by some gun vessels, and immediately chased. 
jor Appling and captain Woolsey determined to dr«v 
them into an ambuscade. As had been anticipated, th^ 
enemy pushed their gunboats and cutters up the crtefet 
while a parly landed and ascended along the bank. Tht', 
Americans now rushed suddenly upon them, and in sfs 
moments, after one fire, by which a number of themwei 
killed and wounded, the whole party was taken priwii 
ers, consisting of fonr lieutenants of the navy, two lieB 
tenants of the marines, and one hundred and thirty me* 
together with all their boats and cutters. Major Applinf' 
for this af^ir, was breveted, and his officers, lieutenantt' 
Bmilh, M'lntofih, Calhoun, M'Farland and ArmstrODp 
and ensign Austin, were publickly thanked. The coi 
duct ofcaptain Woolsey and his officers was not lese aj 
plauded. 

" The consequences of this affair, were severely fe 
by the British ; they lost a number of ilieir best aeanx 
and officers, and commodore Chauncey was once moi 
master of the lake. He accordingly sailed out, and sen 
ral times presented himself before Kingston, but « 
James did not think it prudent to stir out, until his larg 
■hip of one hundred und twelve guns, then on the etock4 
, should be completed. This mode of warfare was « 
Efedingly expensive, but more to the British than to tl 
'^ericane ; it is ascertained that it cost the former raoi 
n twice what was expended by the Americans; i 
ce of their greater dilficulljes of Iransportii 

** General Brown had, in the mean time, reached 1 
1 frontier, and it was expected that the enei 
il be uniaetlmi£\y c^^tW^^.tium. tbe Americaii b 
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tory ; but his situation did not permit the attempt, aDd 
wtlh the exf eptiuD of a few partial encounters, tranquilli- 
ty prevailed along the Niagara frontier during the aum- 
mer. It would be improper lo pass over in silence, how- 
ever, an affair which took place in this quarter. Colonel 
Campbell croseed the lake from Erie, with about fira 
hundred men, and landing at Dover, a small village on 
the Canada side, proceeded to destroy the mills, together 
with the greater part of the private dwellings. The ex- 
pedition was undertaken without orders, and hia conduct 
in ibia aflkir, though oiberwise a meritorious officer, was ' 
greatly reprottaled ; a court of inquiry, al which general 
8cot[ presided, was instituted. The court decided, that 
the destruction of the distilleries and mills might be jus- 
tified by the usages of war, as they furnished die Britiah. 
troops with their necessary supplies ; but with respect ta , 
the other part of his conduct, although excused in some 
n«asure by the example of the enemy, in the destruclioii , 
of the villagea on the Niagara, it ^as nevertheless coa- 
demoed." 

Early in the spring, intelligence was received, that a 
body of regulars, militia and Indians, was collected on ^ 
th« river Thamesc Captain Lee succeeded in gaining 
their rear, and made prisoners of several officersi ana.j 
among them colonel Baiibee, who commiiuded a parly of; 
Indians in their depredations on the frontier of New-York. ' 

" A gallant affair was soon after achieved by captain' 
Holmes, a youtli of the moat promising talents, and broth- .' 
er to the governor of the Mississippi territory. >Vith ■ J 
party of about one hundred and sixty rangers aud moimt* i 
ed men, he proceeded oh the iwenty-Drsl of February^ 
against some of the enetny'a posts. About the beginnings, 
of March, he received intelligence, that a Drilish forcei . 
which afterwards proved lo be double his own, was de- , 
Bcending, the river Thames. Captain Holmes, finding 
himself not in a situation to give battle, from the fatigue* 
which his men had already encountered, and his ignore 
ance of the strength of the enemy's parly, fell back » 
few miles, and chose a strong position, where he wa« 
confident of being able to defend himself, until he could' 
obtain the necessary information of the Briiiah. Ua, 
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BSpBlched a amall body of rangers, for this purpose, bo 
lu returned, pursued by the enemy, but nithoi 
; to learn hia strength. The British perceivin 
strength of captshi Holmes' positioQi rcaorled I 
ratagcni for the purpose of drawing him from it 
K^Vhey feigned an attack, and then retreated, taking cai 
KlK>t lo show more than sixty or sercnty men : capiai 
pHoImes now pursued, but with caution; nnil after pi 
^CMdiiig about 6ve miles, discovered their main lioi 
f drawn up to receirc him, on which he immediately r 
■Wned to his former piigitian. Having disponed of bt 
troopa in the luoal judicious manner, he firmly waited f^ 
them ; being prolf>cled in front by a deep ravine, and ill 
approaches on the other sides somewhat difficult. Tb 
attack was commenced at the same moment on ent 
point, with savage yells, and the sound of bugles, ifi 
regulars charging up the heights from the ravine ; lb 
other sides were rapidly assailed by militia and Indian 
The tiiat approached «ihiD twenty paces of the Ainer 
can lines, againsl a very destructive fire ; but the front'™ 
section being cut to pieces, those who followed aevercJy 
wounded, anil many of their oDicers cut down, they re- 
tired to the woods, within thirty or forty paces, and tlic 
firing con tinned with great spirit on both sides. ThS' 
American regulars being uncovered, were ordered ttt 
kneel, tliat the brow of the heights might assist in sereOK 
ing them from the enemy ; but the enemy's eoTeriof 
wai iusulBcienl, a single tree al](>rding no shelter even in 
one, from the extended line of the Americana, much Usi 
to the squads tliul stood togetlier. On the other side f, 
the attack, was sustained with equal coolness, and with 
considerable loss to the foe ; the Americans had, on tlirec 
sides, thrown together some logs hastily, and no char^t 
being made, they could aim their pieces ot leisure, with 
thet deadly certainty, which belongs to the backwooi 
~ i»n. The British, after an hour of hard fighting, ordi 
4b retreat, and as the night approached, captain Holmi 
'' inght it not advisable to pursue : besides, his 
te much fatigued, and many of thcra had nearly 
i their shoes on the hard frozen ground. ITie Amei 
a Joes on this occasion, ^4B0Va.TOow\t to more 
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lied and wound ed. According to ihe slate mem of 
ritish, their loss was sisty-fiTe killad and wounded, 
;s Indians. In consequence of Itis good conduct, 
s aflatr, captain Holmea was promoted to the rank 
ijor. 

e northern sea'Coast, which had ihua far experienced 
molestalion from the enemy, becaniG the object of 
[ early in the spring. On the seventh of April, a 
of sailors and marines, (o the number oftwo hun- 
ascended Ihe Connecticut river, as far as Sayhrook, 
e ihcy spiked the cannon, and destroyed the ship- 
; they proceeded thence (o Brockway's ferry, where 
did the same ; and afterwards, unapprehensive of 
(, carelessly remained twenty-four hours. In ih* 
titne, a body of militia, together with a number of 
les and sailors, under captain Jones and lieutenant 
e, had collected for the purpose of cutting off iheir 
9t ; but the British, taking advantage of a very dark 
q and using muffled oars, escaped to their fleet, after 
ig destroyed two hundred thousand dollars worth of 
ling. 

lOut this time the coasting trade was almost destroy • 
r a British privateer, the Liverpool Packet, which 
ed in the sound. Commodore Lewis sailed with a 
^hment of thirteen gunboats, and succeeded in cha- 
her ofT. On his arrival at Saybrook, he foimd up- 
s of fifty vessels bound to the eastward, but afraid 
nture out. The commodore consented to take them 
r convoy, but was not able to promise them protec> 
Bfjainst the squadron then blockading New London. 
1, however, being disposed to run ihe risk, he sailed 
them on the twenty-fifth, and in th* afternoon of tb« 
! day, was compelled to throw himself between hi* 
oy and a British frigate, a sloop of war and a ten> 
and kept up a contest, until the coasters had safely 
lied New London. Having attained his object, lie 
rmined to try what he could do with his gimboats 
ist the enemy's ships. Furnaces being hastily con- 
ned, he began to throw hot balls at the enemy's sides, 
repeatedly set their ships on fire, without receiving 
injury himself The sloop soon withdrew, and tL« 
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fire was principally direcleil againal the frigati 
■hotpasscd thrsu^ her, very near her magazine 
lieuteuant, and a great number of her men were tlreai 
killed 1 her captain was on the point of striking, wbl 
he observed that the gunboats had ceased firing. 11 
night soon after coming on, the gunboats desisted fin 
the attack, determined to wait until morning. At i'~ 
light, they perceived the squadron towing away; it 
resolved to pursue them, but several other frigates i 
made their appearance, and put a stop to this dM 
This affair together with that of Cranpy island, rev 
die diHCuasion on the utility of gunboats in the delea< 
harbours and the coast. Great services had beenren 
ed by captain Lewis on this aa well as on many o 



Formidable squadrons were kept up before the ]M 
of New York, New London, and BoBton ; and Uie irin 
eastern const was exposed to the enemy. The w»r 1 
carried on here in a very different manner from thaf 
the south. Commodore Hardy would not pennit I 
wanton outrages upon private property, or upon d ' 
less individuals. In spite, however, of liia geaenll 
meanour, there were particular instances of the conin 
on the part of the officers commanding smaller parti 
and actuated by a thirst for plunder. At the tuwni 
Wareham and Sciluate, they burned all the vessels 
their moorings ; and at the ftkrmer, they set fire to ani 
tensive cotton manufactory. At a place called Boothh 
they met with a spirited resistance, and were repealed 
repulsed in various desperate attacks. i 

An invasion of a more serious natnre was made inJ 
!y. On the eleventh of thai month, sir Thomas HsD 
Willi a strong force, made a descent on Moose lala 
and after taking possession of Easlport, declared alll 
islands and towns, on the eastern side of Passaoiaqnod 
bay, to appertain to his Britannic majesty, and reqtiL 
the inhabitants to appear within seven days and ttkeJ 
oath of allegiance. About two thirds of the tiihabita 
submitted ; but in the month of August, die counoii 
the province of New Brunswick declared, that noCni 
■landing the oath uf allegiance, they should be eomid 
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«daaa conqueretl people, and piaceil under military gor- 
erDineiit. Easlport was bdou after stroDgly forlitied ; 
but it was found extreme!}' difficult for the eneiay to sub- 
sist his troops, and the desertions were so frequent at to 
reader it almtist impossible to keep up a garriaon. 

The commodore soou after sailed with a part of his 
squadrun, for the purpose of attacking Stonington. The 
appearance of this force eseUed much ajariii, which wai 
not diminished, when they received a message from the 
commodore, to remove the women and children, as he 
had received orders to reduce the place to aahes. The 
inhafaitantd, although with very trilling means of defence, 
determined to make an attempt to save their property. 
The handful of militia of the place, repaired to a smell 
battery erected on theahore, and to a breastwork thrown 
up tbrmusketry, and at the same time despatcheil an ex- 
press to obtain assistance from general Cusliiog, com- 
manding at New London. In the evening, five barges, 
and a large launcli, filled with men, approached the shore, 
under cover of a heavy fire from the ships. The Ameri- 
cans, reserving their ^re until the enemy were within 
short grape distance, opened their two eigh teen- pound- 
ora, and soiin compelled the invadors to retire out of'lhe 
reach of iheir tiatlevj-. They oest proceeded to another 
part of the town, which thej" supposed defenceless, but 
a part of the militia being detached thither with a six- 
pounder, the barges "fere again repulsed ; the enemy 
then retireil 10 their ships, but determined to renew the 
attack in the morning; and in the meantime kept up a 
bombardment until midnight. The next morning it was 
discovered, that one of the enemy's vessels had approach- 
ed within pistol shot of the battery, and the barges ad- 
vanced in still greater nutpbers than the day before ; 
these were again gallantly repuleed, and the vessel driven 
from her anchorage. The squadron then renewed the 
bombardment iif the town, but without etTect; and un 

XLe twelfth, the commodore thought proper i_ 

The inhabitants after this gallant defence, which, consid- 
ering the means with which it was effected, and the great 
iliaparity of force opposed to them, deserves much praise, 
on»e more occupied their dwellings in security. 
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IS not long after ihis, thai the British occupied ail 
["■tiiat pari of the district of Maine between Penobscot r 
I w and Passamaquoddy baj-, and declared it to be held 

On the first of September, the governor of Nora 
lla, and admiral Griffith entered the Penobscot river, 
* look possession of Casline, which the garrison bad pi 
rioualy evacuated. A proclamation was then issued) df' 
daring that possession of that part of the province ot 
Maine east of the Penobscot, waa formally taken, in the 
name nf his Britannic majesty. The country, whidi 
contained about thirty thousand inhabitants, was then 
graduaUy occupied, and possessed until the conclusion of 
the war. 

The naval incidents of eighteen hundred and fonrleen, 
areas grateful to American feelings aa those of the two 
former years. An occmence look place iu the very be- 
ginning of the year, which afforded to us as much cause 
for triumph, as of moriificalion to the enemy. In the 
month of February, commodore Rodgers. on his return 
from a cruise in the President, found himself off Sandy 
Hook, within a short distance of three large Briiiah ship* 
of vfar, the nearest of which was the PlantagcncI, aaev- 
eniy-four. Believing that an engagement with one Ml 
■}1 of them was unavoidable, he cleared his ship for «H 
tion, determining not to surresiier, without selling hM 
■hip as dearly as he could. Bui notwithstanding he firM 
•everal guns to windward, as a proof of his willingneJ 
to engage, the British vessels did not think proper to ap4 
proach, and he safely reached New York. Captain Llo}'^ 
of the Plan ta genet, after returning to England, accouBjl 
ed for his conduct, by alleging a mutiny in his ship, afll 
several of his sailors were excfuted on the charge. I 

Another affair took place soon after, which fumiahefl 
■till stronger proof of the now acknowledged superiorilT 
of America upon the ocean, an acknowledgment more 
strongly expressed ihao by words. In the month ul 
April, captain Stewart was also on his return in the Con- 
Mtitulion, after a cruise, when he was chased by twS 
Brilish frigates and a bi'jg, but escaped, by superior aM 
manabip, into Marb\eA\cEiii, Some v\mt before, after «g 
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turuig the public schooiier Fictoo, lie fell in nith ihe 
British frigole La Pique, captain Mftitlami, who fled on 
the approach of the ConALilutioii, and finally escaped 
durini^lhe night, after a long chase. Captain Msilland 
was coBipHment^d by ihe board of admiralty, for thus 
obeying their inatruciiuns, in not fighting an American 
frig«te singly ; it hating been determined, that not leM 
than two frigates toulU be a match for an American. 

The enemy hail becom^ equally shy of the gunboat ' 
floliUa, Commodore Lewis repeatedly beat off the Brit- 
ish vessels near Sandy Houk, and facilitated the r«iurn of 
the American shipfl. The Regent, loaded with a very . 
valuable cargo, was chaaed by the Bclvidera, when con^ 
modore Iicwis, throwing himself with eleven of hia gim- 
hoats between them, the frigate moved off without re- 
turning the shot of the gunboats. 

That brave and adventurous seaman, comtnodora Por- 
ter, terminated this year liiH glorious cruise ia the Pacific 
From Lima, in the ueigbborhuod of which he had chas- 
tised the pirates of the ship Nereyda, he proceeded to the 
Gallipagos, where he cruised from April, L8I3, until Oc-- 
tober ; and iu the course of that time, captured twfilye 
British armed whale ships, carrying in all one httudred 
and seven guns, and three hundred anil two men. 

Several of lhe»e were equipped as American cruizera 
and store-ships i and the Atlantic, now called the Ea^x . 
Junior, of twenty guns and sixty men, was assigned to 
Lieutenant Downes. The prizes which were to be laid 
up, were convoyed by this ol£cer to Valparaiso. On hia 
return, he brought intelligence to Commodore Porter, 
4hat a British squadron, consisting of one frigate, and two 
sloops of war, and a store-ship of twenty guns, had eail- 
cd in quest of the Essex. The commodtHV, having been 
almost a year at sea, with little intermission, found it ab- 
solutely necessary that his ship should undergo considar- 
ble repairs. With tliis view, be steered to the island of 
Nooaheeva, or Madison's island, which he so named in 
honor of the President, 

Here he found a tine hay, and a, situation in every ro- 
ipeet suitable to his wishes, tlie inhabilanis apparently 
tofjidly. But it was nut loug before he Xouod that lui 
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^V atuation would be unsafe, in consequence of a war wtiieb 
^K Brevaileil betweep the inhabiUnLa of a neighboring Til' 
^F-wge, auci those among whom he had been received. — 
^ft .1%ese insisted upon his joining them in tlieir wars, and 
^t ilbrcBtencd to drive him away if he did not. The com- 
H Aodore was compelled, by a regard to his own safely, to 
H send a parly of sailors with the natives, who, by their as- 
D aistance, defeated their enemies ; and by the interference 
of the commodore, a peace was brought about between 
them. In consequence of this, the natives erected a Til- 
lage for the commodore, freely traded with him for pro- 
viaioas, and for some time the greatest harmony prevail- 
eJ. 

His safety was again threatened by the conduct of the 
Tj-peea, an inland tribe, one of the most warlike on the 
island, and which gtill continued hostile, and who were 
continually urging the friendly Indians to destroy the 
strangers. 

The commodore found his situation growing every day 
more critical. He therefore resolved lo pursue the course 
necessary to ensure his safety, and which has always J 
been held justifiable in our intereourse with uncivilized I 
men,i«rhi) nre only to be restrained from violence and iit-J 
justice, by terror. He had succeeded thus far by pescH^ 
able means, and by the permission of the natives, in plafl 
ing his vessel in a state to be repaired ; but should tU 
tribes around him become inimical, (and what confident 
can any one repose in the faith of a savage, who regan 
only force,) he might be in greater danger in his presff 
situation. He was very unwilling to engage in war w' 
them ; to prevent the necessity, he sent tliem a preM 
and requested that they would remain quiet and be d 
p<«ce. This bsd no other t- llect than lo increase their iib 
solence to the Americans, whom" they represented as I 
cowardly race, or they would not have condescended U 
beg for peace. This enmily was nalurally enough eng 
dered by their jealousy of ihe tribes who had the ben 
of the traffic with the whiles, and by this means obtaiv 
articles from them, according to their eslimaliao, t 
grett nalae. The commodore now discovered that U 
Mofely depended entirely \ipon K\a.Viti% i.\vesii people ftj 
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hia Btrenglh, as it wag impossible for him, in his present 
situalion, to leave the island until his vessel could be re- 
pairecJ, ami while the greater part of his effects were ae- 
tiialjy on shore. He therefore set off, at the head at 
thirty-fipe men, against these people, Jetermined to gire 
them battle, and, by shewing (he efficacy of his weapons, 
cumpel them to he at peace. The tribes, heretofore 
frienilly, were on the point of breaking out into hoslili- 
tics, nnd were only induced to wnil the result of this ei- 
pedition, of which they were little more than silent spec- 
tators. Tlie commodore had in vain endeavored to con- 
vince (hem of the destructive nature of his fire-arms, by 
shooting at rocks and trees ; war was absolutely unamo- 
able. fiiit the Email force with which he marched, was 
insufficient to make an)' impression. Their coimtry be- 
ing exceedingly mountainnns, and abounding in thickets, 
rendered it easy for ihem lo escape. The commodore 
was therefore-Compelled lo return in a worse situation 
than before. To prevent the friendly Indians from ris- 
ing, he found it necessary to ioforni them chat he would 
proceed ihe next day with the greater part of his men. 
A large body was now marched across the mountains, 
notwithstanding the extreme difficulties of the route, and 
penetrated into their valley; but the natives, as usual, 
look refuge in their inaccessible fastnesses. The only 
mode of causing them (o feel the consequences of their 
conduct, was in the destruction of their villages ; nina 
of ihera were accordingly burnt, after which the party 
retreated- TheTypeesnow gladly' accepted terms of 
jM-ace, and all the tribes on (he island, soon after, wefe 
reconciled in each other ; a circumstance which the old- 
est amongst tbeni did not reco*tlect to have seen ; and 
thpy vied with each other in friendship towards the whiles 
while the commodore remained. 

We have now to record a 'most singular fact, and one 
which speaks volumes for the prowess of our little navy. 

Durtng the third year, every naval combat, without a 
fingle exception, where there was any thing like an 
equalily of force, terminated in favour of the Americans. 
The sloop of war Peacock, launched in October, perform- 
1 was 
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cbased into St. Mary's. 8h« soon after put to aea Bgaiii, 
and on the twent}^- ninth of April discovered the brig o( 
mrEperrier, captain Wales, having several vessels un- 
der convoy. Captain Warrington engageJ the Bpervier. 
iriiile the others were making iheir escape. At the first 
broadside, the forej'ard of the Peacock was tots]!)' tlisa- 
bled by two round shut in the starboard quarter. By this 
she H'BS deprived of the use of her fore and fore-topsaili 
and was obliged to kpep aloof during the remainder at 
llie action, which laated forty-two minutes. In this time 
she received considerable damage in her rigging, but her 
hull waa not at all injured. The Gpervier struck, having 
five feet water in her hold, her topmasts over her side, 
her main boon shot away, her foremast cut nearly in two, 
her riggins and slays shot away, her hull pierced by for. 
ty-five »hoi, twenty of which were within a font of her 
water line. Eleven of her crew were killed, and her fitsi 
lieutenant and fonrLeen men wounded. She was imme- 
diately taken possession of by lieutenant Nicholson, firai 
ofiicer of the Peacock, who with lieutennut Vorhees, of 
the same ship, had been already distinguished in another 
naval action. The sura of one hundred and eighteen 
ihousaud dollars in specie was fuund in her, and transfer- 
red to the Peacock. Captain Warrington immedlatelv 
reiiaired, with his prize to one of the southern porls- 
The day following the captain discovered two frigates ii; 
chase. At the siiggestion of lieutenant Nicholson, he 
took all the prisoners on bourd the Peacock, and leavini: 
a sulKcient number on board the Epervier for the purpose 
of DHvigaiitig her, he directed her to seek the iiearee- 
port. By itkilful seamanship the captain succeeded in 
escaping from the enemy's ships, and reached Savanni 
where he found his prize. Lieoienaat Nicholson, by ' 
good mansgetsent, had brought her in, after eneoai 

king very grciit dilHcullies. ' 
The new sloop of war Wasp, captain BIakely,«i 
Awn Portsmouth on the lirst of May, and after eaplu 
fleven merchantmen, fell in with the British brig of a 
the Reindeer, captain IVlanners, which i^he captured af 
nuacliuu of eighteen minatet. On the sixth of July, l 
ing la chase of two ve&ieWi W £\.m,ov«,iu1 the Reiade 
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and immediately altered his course, and hauled by the 
wind in chase of her. At fifteen minutes past one, cap- 
Uin Blakely prepared for action ; but ii wat not before 
fifteen minutes after three, in consequence of their ma- 
ncEUTiing, and the endeavourn of the Reindeer to escape, 
that they approached sufficiently near to engage. Seve- 
ral guns were fired from the Wasp before her antagonist 
could bring her' guns to bear ; her helm was then put 
alee, and at twenty-six minutes after three, captain Blake- 
ly commenced the action with his al^er corronades on 
the starboard side, and fired in succession. Shortly after, 
tlie larboard bow coming in contact with (he Wasp, cap- 
tain Manners gave orders to board, but the attempt was 
gallantly repulsed by the crew of the Wasp, and the ene- 
my was several limes repelled ; at forty-four minutes 
past three, orders were giren to board in turn. Throw- 
ing themselves with promptitude upon her deck, they 
succeeded in the execution of their orders ; and at forty 
minutes past four the flag of the enemy's ship came 
down. She was almost cut to pieces, and halfher crew 
was killed and wounded. The loss of the Wasp was five 
killed and Iwenty-one wounded ; among the latter, mid- 
•hipmen Langdon and Toecan, both of whom expired 
some days af^er. The Reindeer having been found alto- 
ceilter unmanageeble, was blown up ; and captain Blake- 
ly steered for L'Oricnt, to provide for the wounded of 
both crews. 

After leaving L'Orient, and capturing iwo valuable 
British merchantmen, captain Blakely fell in with a fleet 
of ten sail, under convoy of the Armada seventy four 
and a bomb ship. He slood for them, and succeeded in 
cutting out of the squadron a brig laden wilh brass and 
iron connon and military stores, from Gibralier; after 
taking out the prisoners and setting her on lire, he en- 
deavoured to cut out another, but was chased oiTby the 
seventy four. In the evening, at half past six, he deacri- 
cd two vessels, one on his starboard and one on his lar- 
board bow, and hauled for that which was fariherest to 
windward. At seven she was discovered to be a brig o£ 
war, and at twenty nine minutes past nine she was under 
the lee bow of the Wasp. An action soon after com- 
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nieneei], which l&sted ontil ten o'clock, whea captain 
Blakelj, suppOEing hia anUgoDiBt to be aiteaced, ceasei] 
firing, anil demanded if he had surrendered. No answer 
being returned, he commenced firing; and the enemy re- 
turned broadside for broadside for twelve minnteB, when, 
perceirinfj that the two last were not returned, lie hailed 
agaiu.BDd was informed that she wse sinking, and thai her 
commander liad struck. Before the Wasp's boat could be J 
lowered, a second brig of war was discovered : the ci«<t J 
were instantly sent to their quarters, and the Wasp wa^| 
standing to for the approach of the slrangeri when lwo*V 
other brigH appeared ; he now made sail, and endeaYotir- * 
ed to draw ihe first one ahet him, but without effect 
The name of the prize hai since been asnerlaiaed to have 
been the Avon, captain Arbnlbnoi. of the same force w 
llie Reindeer, ^he Bunk immmcdiately ancr the last 
man had been taken out of her. She had eight killed 
and thirty one wounded, including her captain and seve- 
ral other officers. 

The Wasp soon repaired her damage, and contiond 
on her cruise. On the twenty first of September, ihe 
captured, off the Madeiras, her thirteenth prize, the Brit 
iBhbrigAlalanta, eight guns, and the only one shesei' 
into port. The return of this vessel, after her brilliar 
cruise, was for a long time fondly looked for by uud 
country ; but all hope has at last vanishej of ever eeeinf 
ner again. There is but Utile doubt that the brave c 
mander and the gallant crew have found a common gmrq 
in the waste of ocean ; but Ihey will always live in tbll 
fond gratitude and recollection of their country. 

The loss of the frigate President was severely felt klhl 
the time, of which the following is an unvarnished talb' J 

The blockade of commodore Decatur's squadron Bt 
New London, having been continued until after the si 
sonhad [lasaed in wliich there existed any prospect o^ 
escape, the ships were ordered up the river and dispersed 
while the commodore with his crew were transferred U 
ihe President, then at New York. A cruise was conUi 
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rendeiToua, and ordered the other vesselB lo follow, 
consequence of the negligence of the pilot, the President 
struck upon the bar, aorl reniHined iherc (humping for 
two hours, by which her ballael was deranged, and her 
trim for sailing entirely loat. The course of ^e wind 
prevented from returning into port ; he put to sea trust- 
ing to the excellence of his Tesael. At daylight he fell 
in with a British squadron, consisting of the Endymion, 
Tcnedos and Pomone frigateB, and the Majestic raiee. 
In spite of every exertion they gained upon him ; the 
foremost, the Endymion, got close under his quarters 
and commenced flring. The commodore determined to 
bear up and engage her, wiih the intention of carrying 
her by boarding, and afterwards escaping in her, and 
abandoning his own ship. In this he was prev.eMted by 
the nianreuyreing of the enemy, who protracted the en- 
gagement for two hours, until the rest of the squadron 
were fast gaining upon them. He now assailed the En- 
dymion, and in a short lime completely silenced her, 
leaping her a wreck. The President was also considera- 
bly damaged, haying lost twenty five men killed and 
wounded ; among the former, lientenant Babit end Ham- 
ilton ; and acting lieutenant Howell ; among the latter, 
the commodore himself, and midshipman Dale, who after- 
wards died. On the approach of the squadron, the gal- 
lant commodore, unwilling to sacrilice the lives of his 
men in a useless contest, on receiving the fire of the 
nearest frigate, surrendered. On this occasion, we cc 
not pass in silence the dishonorable conduct of the Brit- 
ish officers of the navy, where such ought least ta have 
been expected. The generous and heroic character of 
I>ecatur is acknowledged, wherever the American Bfig is 
known, aud requires no testimony in its support, for the 
firttish themselves have often declared their admiration 
of this chivalrous officer. The commodore was taken 
on board the Endymion, for the purpose of acting the 
miserable farce of surrendering his sword to the officer 
of R frigate of equal size, but which would have fallen 
into the hands of the commodore, but for the approach of 
ihe squadron. Decatur indignantly refused lo give up 
his sword to any one but the commander of the ac^iiad- 
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ron. Another artifice ira* actually resorted lo. id order 
to satisfy the good people of England llial the President 
was a seventy four in disguise : she was lightened laid in 
dock, along side of an old seventy four, diminished lo 
tkppearance by being deeply laden. Tlius it seems, > 
British frigate had captured an Americun serenty four 
The naval superiority of Great Britain was therefore no 
longer doubted. 

The following account of several naval victories seem* 
•ImoBt incredible, but they are too well authenticated lo 
leave a doubt on the mind of those who are willing lo 
credit on the best of human testimony. ' 

Not the least among the exploits of our naval heroes. 
wss the capture of two of the enemy's ships of war bjr 
the Constitution, Captain StewarL Having sailed ons 
cruise, he discovered (wo ships, one of which bore up for 
^e Conslilulion, but soon afier changed her course, lo 
join her consorL Tlie Constitution gave chase to both, 
snd at six, P. M. ranged ahead of the sternmosL, brought 
her on the quarter, her consort on the bow, and opened 
a braadgide, whieh was immedlHlely returned. An ei- 
change of broadsides continued until both ships were eo- 
veloped in smoke, upon the clearing away of which, th* 
Constitution finding herself abreast of the headmost ship, 
captain Stewart ordered both sides lo be manned, backed 
topsails, and dropped into his first position. The ahiii 
on the bow backed sails also. The Constitution's broao- . 
sides were then iircd from the larboard battery, and ia4 
few moments the ship on the bow, perceiving her errov 
in getting sternboard, filled ^way with the intention of 
tacking athwart the bows of the Constitution, while tlu 
•ther fell off entirely unmanageable. The ConstilotiM 
' en filled away in pursuit of the former, and comiM 

Ithin a hundred yards, gave her several raking hiatS- 
id so crippled her that no further apprehensiota 

Te entertained of her ability to escape ; the captain 

lerefore returned to the first which immediately atnuk. 
lession was then taken of her by lieutenant Uoffmu, 
proved to be the frigate Cyane, captain Gordon ~ ' 
of thirty four guns. Captain Stewart thea ■ 
pursuit of the other vessel, and after a ahorl 
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aAce In which she suffered considerably, she struck w 
five feet water in her hold. She prored to be the sliKip 
of war Levant, of eighteen thirty two pound carronadeg. 
The loss on board the two ships amounted to about eighty 
in killed and wounded, on board the Cotialitution there 
were four killed and eleven wounded ; but the ahip i 
ceived a very trifling injury. On the tenth of March, 
rapiain Stewart entered the harbour of Port Praya, with 
his prizes, and on the eleventh a British squadron of two 
sixty gun ships and a frigate, appeared off the entrance 
of the harbour; captain Stewart, having no faith in his 
security, in this neutral port, made sail with his prize 
iheCyane, and though closely pursued, had the good for- 
tune to escape into the United Slates. The Levafit was 
recaptured in the Portuguese port, in contempt of the 
neutral state. These are acts of injustice, in which no 
nation can ever prosper. 

The Peacock, Hornet, and Tom Bowline, left New- 
York a few days after the President, without having re- 
ceived information of her capture. On the 33d of Janu. 
ary, 1)^15, the Hornet parted company, and directod hei 
course to Tristan d'Acuna, the place of rendezvous. On 
the 23d of March, she descried the British brig Penguin, 
captain Dickinson, of eighteen guns and a twelve pound 
carronade, to the eastward and suuthward of the Island. 
Captain Biddle hove to, while the Penguin bOre down ; 
at forty minutes past one, the British vessel eominenced 
the engagement. The firing was hotly kept up for fifteen 
minutes, the Penguin gradually nearing the Hornet with 
ihe intention to hoard, lier captain having given orders 
for this purpose, but was killed by a grape shut: her 
lieutenant then bore her up, and tunning her bowsprit 
between the main and niizzen rigging of the Hornet, gave 
orders to board. His men, however, perceiving the 
crew of the Hornet ready to receive them, refused to 
follow him. At this moment, the heavy swell of the sea 
lifted the Honiet ahead, and the enemy's bowsprit carri- 
ed away her mixzen shrouds and spanker boom, and the 
Penguin hung upon the Hornet's quarter, with the loss 
of her foremast and bowsprit. Her commander then 
called out that he had surrendered, and captain BiddU 
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At tilts momeat aa 
tain Bidtlle, that a 
was taking aim at him in the enemy's shrouds ; be 
scarcely cnanged his poaitiuu, whea a muaket ball struck 
him ill the neck, and wounded him isevere]y. Two ina- 
riuea immediately levelled their pieces at the wretcfaf aad 
killed him before he brought his gun from hie shonlderi 
The Penguin had by that lime got clear of ihe Hornet, 
and the latter wore roimil to give the enemy a frcflb 
broadside, when they cried out a second time that they 
had surrendered. It was ""iih great dillicnlty that cap- 
lain Biddle could restrain bis crew, who were exospep- 
ted at the conduct of the enemy. In twenty-two minulH 
after Ihe commencement of the action, she was takM^, 
possession of by lieiilenant Mayo, of the Uornet. Tb^ 
Penguia was so much injured, that captain Biildle detv> 
mined on laking out her crew, and scuttling her; and 
afterwards sent off His prisoners by the Tom BowUn^i 
which by this time had joined him with the Peacoc1t> 
The enemy lost fourteen in killed, and Iwenty-dgit 
wounded; the Hornet one killed and eleven -wounded; 
among the latter, her lieutenant, Conner, dangerously. 

Captain Biddle, being compelled to part I'roin the Fat- 
rock, by the appearance of a British ship of the line, af- 
ter being closely pursued for several days, effected (i' 
escape into St. Salvador, where the news of peace not 
after arrived. The capture of the Cyane, the Lffniqti, 
and the Penguin, look place before the expiration of Ibk 
lime limited by the second article of the treaty of peac&j 

The exploits of the privateers continued to rival lho« 
of our national vessels. In one instance the enemy ira«^ 
compelled to pay dearly for his disregard of ttie sanctv»: 
ry of a neutral port. The privateer Armstrong lay >t 
anchor in the barbuur of Fayal, when a British sqaadraot. 
consisting of the Carnation, the Planlagenct, and Ac, 
Rota hbve in sight. Captain Reid, of the privaleeti to- 
covering by the lighl of the moon that »he enemy llr*' 
put out his barges, and was preparing to atlack kb 
cleared for action, and moved near the shore- Fw 
boats, filled with men approached, and making no aasw 
on being hailed, a fire was opened upon them, which WM. 
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letnnieO, but they soon called out for quarters, and were 
permitted to haul off. They tlien prepared for a iiior« 
formidable attack ; the privateer was now anchored with- 
in a cable's length of ihe shore, and within pistol ahot of 
the caaile. The nest day they sent a fleet of boats, sup- 
ported by the Carnation, which stood before the harbour, 
10 prevent the odcape of the privateer. At midnight the 
boats approached a second lime, to the number of twelve 
or fourteen, manned with several hundred men. They 
were suffered to approach along side of the privateer; 
and witliDut wailing an attack ; they were assailed with 
such aslonishing fury, that in forty minutes scarcely a 
man of them was left alive. During these attacks the 
shores were lined with the inhabitants, who from tFIe 
brightness of the moon, liad a full view of the scene. 
The governor, with the first people of the place, stood 
by and saw the whole affair. After the second attack, 
the governor sent a note to the commander of the PIaD< ' 
lagenet, captain Lloyd, requesting him to desist, but waa 
answered that he determined to have the privateer at the, 
risk of knocking down the town. . The American consul^ 
having communicated this information to captain Reidr 
he ordered his crew to save (lieir effects as fast as poesi* 
ble, and to curry the dead and wounded on shore. At 
daylight the (urnulion stoodclose to tlie Armstrong, and' 
tommencet! a heavy fire ; but being considerably cut u^i 
by the privateer, she hauled off to repair. Captain Reid 
now thinking it uacloss to proti'ttcl the contest, on her 
reappearance, scuttled his vessel land escaped to shores 
The British lass amoimted tii ilie astonishing number of 
one hundred and twenty killed, and one hundred and. 
thirty wounded; that of the Aniericans was only twv 
killed and seven wounded. Several houses in the. tpwR 
were destroyed, and some of the inhabitants wounded. 

fiefore closing this chapter, it may not be improper to 
make a few remarks on war generally. In its most civ- 
iJized modes of destruction, it is indeed a dreadful, 
scourge. The distress which it occasions, is incalculable 
and immeasurable ; and we may venture a declaration, 
ihat all the benelit ever derived from the practice of . 
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timl destruction, can never bnlanre the etiIb, eyen conW 
they be realized. 

Thai the mode of savage warfare is more dreaJfiil thaa 
tliai of the mure civilized, is undoubted; but the infer- 
eiiec is not therefore in favour of hostilities, in any it- 
gjee. That the loss of blood, and treasure, and moral 
feeling, are more ihan a fair e<:|uivalent for any supposed 
benefits hi expectalion, ie evident to every reflecting 
mind, even without bringing into the account the dreadful 
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CHAFER XV. 

Operations uf the Army on the Frontiers. 



General Brown and hia officers were employed in di* 
ciplining the troops, and collecting forces, deattned to it 
lodge the British from the American puats which '"^ 
atiir occupied. In ihe beginning of July, the Aiiwi 
ftirces amounted to but twobrigudes of regulara. and not 
of New York volunieers, under generals Porter m 
Swift, with a few Indians, 

Iti the meaiiiinii:. the force of the enemy, under gei^ 

«nl Drbnunond, had been greatly increased, by the lUldkq 

lioli of a number of veteran regimenis. which since th* 

b pacification of Europe, Great Brituin hud been enabled M 

^Mnd to this couniry. 

The iTrat attack was on Port Erie, which was garrison 
ed by (Hiehttndred and seventy men, which was token b^ 
surpriae. The second attempt was upon maJor-genenJ 
Riall, who occupied an entrenched camp at ChippcM 
This led to the first regular pitched battle during th 
war, and victory declared for the Americana, and thi 
British were compelled to retire into the camp. 

The events of the war now began to lIiickeQ, andiu 
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charaeter assumed the most saDguinary aspect. The 
victory already obtained by the Americans over men su- 
perior in numbers and discipline, enraged general Drum- 
mond to madness. But the enemy was obliged to fall 
back to Queenstown, and finally took post at Burlington 
heights. The flush of victory on one side, and the pride 
of military glory on the other, led to deeds of intrepid 
daring, unexampled in the former progress of the war. 
Skirmishing was constant and severe, and every move- 
ment seemed to be of a decisive character. In these 
rencontres, the loss on both sides, especially of ofl^cers, 
was very great. 

A specimen of the obstinate perseverance of the Amer- 
ican troops, was exhibited near the cataracts of Niagara, 
which has few parallels. The enemy occupied an emi- 
nence well fortified, and defended bv thrice the number 
of men mustered by the Americans, while the latter sus- 
tained the unequal conflict more than an hour, when or- 
ders were given to advance, and charge the enemy* s 
heights, and break the British line* But the order was 
Countermanded. 

The British now pressed forward on the nintli, which 
with wonderful firmness withstood the attack of their 
overwhelming numbers ; but reduced at length to nearly 
• one half, and being compelled at every moment to repel 
fresh charges of the British, col^^el Leavenworth de- 
spatched a messenger to general Scott, to communicate 
its condition. The general rode up in person, roust-d 
the flagging spirits of his brave men with the pleasing 
intelligence, that reinforcements were expected every 
0:u>ment, and besought them to hold their ground. Lieu- 
tenant Riddle, already well known as a reconnoitering 
officer, was the first to come to the assistance of his fel- 
low soldiers, having been drawn to the place by the sound 
of the cannon, while out with a scouting party. The 
9ame circumstance induced general Brown to proceed 
i^pidly to the scene of actlQD, giving orders to general 
QUpley to follow, with the second brigade. On his way 
^e was met by major Jones, and from his information, 
^e was induced to order up genera] Porter, with the voj^ 
Anteers, together with the artillery^ 

26* 
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9o far, the Americaoa had repelled every attack \ 

Egtbc luosl uDyielding courage, but the situation of i 

C^ignde was very critical. The desperate eflbrta of ft 

uroops led geueral Kiall to overrate the oumbera to whi^ 

) opposed, and lie aent to general Drummond % 

reinforcements. 

About this time an awful pause ensued between ihe I* 
jprmies ; for a time no sound broke upon the stillaeM 
ihe night, but the groans of the wounded, mingling 1*1 
the distant din of the cataract of Niagara. The shatu 
tfd regiments were consolidated into one brigade, and pi 
cad as a reserve under colonel Brady, who, though fl 
Verely wounded, refused (o quit the field. The euen 
was once more interrupted by the arrival of (general 11' 
ley's brigade, major Hiodman's arliljcry, and gent 
Porter's volunteers, and at the eame time, of genen 
Drummond. with reinforcements. 

In the meantime, thai accomplitihed young oIKcc 
jor Jesaup, who had been ordered in the early part of i 
action, to lake post on the right, had succeeded, duiv 
the engagement, after encountering great difficulty! 
turning Ihc left flank of the enemy. At (he present q 
ment, taking advantage of the darkness of the nighl, in 
the incauiion of the enemy, he threw his regiment in'i 
rear of their reserre, and surprising one detnehmenti 
ler another, made prisoners of so many of iheir offici 
and men, that his progrcHs was greatly impeded. 1 
laws of war would have justified him in putting them' 
death; "hut the laurel, in his opinion, was mostglor' 
vhen entwined by the hand of mercy ;" he 1" 
spared them, under circumstances where they i 
would not have spared him. One of his ollicers, eapn 
Ketclium, had the good fortune to make prisoner of gi 
eral Riall, and of the aid of general Drummond ; the 1 
ler a most fortunate circumstance, as it prevented t 
concentration of the British force, contemplated by 6 
ofGcer, before the Americans were prepared for Ms I 
ception. AlXer disposing of his prisonera, major Je* 
felt his way to the place where the hottest tire was ki 
■p on the brigade to which he belonged, and drewnp > 
fegimcm behind & fence on the side of the QueeoslOi 
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road, bill in tlie rear of b party of Brilish infantry, dra 
lip on the opposite side of the eame road ; he suddenly 
^ve them a detitruclipe fire, on which they broke and 
fled. " The mnjor," says general Brown, " showed him- 
self to his own army in a blaze of lire." He was order- 
ed hi form on tlie rightnf the second brigade. 

The following instance of g;eiieralship, by which thia 
san^ilinary conlest was decided, is of ho daring a nature. 
and so ciin)]>lelely developea the American character, that 
il will be inserted entire. 

General Ripley'a brigade had by this time been formed i 
fnr action, wlien orders were given for it Lo advunc 
the support of general Scott, against whom a Are was 
now directed, which he rould not long withstand. Qen- ' 
eml Ripley, with tho i]uick discernment which charac- 
terizes Ihe real commander, seeing that too much time 
would be lost before he could make his way through the j 
skirl of the woods, in the darkness of the night, decided 
at oofc upon his own responsibility, to adopt the only 
measure from which he saw a hope; and which being 
niude known lo the commander in chief, he instantly '■ 
sanctioned. 

The enemy's artillery occupied a hill, which wbb 
key to the whole position, and it would be in rain to hope 
I'lir victory, while they were permitted lo relain it 

Addressing himself to colonel Miller, he inquired 
whether he could storm the batteries at the head nf the 
twenty-first, while he would himself support biro with the. 
younger regiment, the twenty-third. To this the waiy, 
IjuI intrepid veteran replied, in an unatlected phrase, I 
wtLi. TRY, Sir ;- — words, which were afterwards given as 
the motto of his regiment. 

The Iwenty-third was formed in close column, under 
its commiinder. Major M'Farlund, and the first regiment, 
under colonel Nicholas, was left to keep the infantry in. 
check. The two regiments moted on lo one of ihe 
most perilous charges ever attempted ; the whole of the 
artillery opened upon them as they advanced, supported 
by a powerful line of infantry. The twenly-firat advaa- 
eed steadily to its purpose ; the twenly-third faultered 
on receiring the deadly fire of the enemy, but was soon 






348 UNIVERSAL HISTORY OF 

rallied by the pereonsl exerliona of General Riplcy^- 
When within a hundred yards of ihe summit, they receiT- 
ed aDother dreadful discliarge, by which major M^Fatlsnd 
was killed, und the command devolved on major Brooka. 
To the Hmazenienl of the British, the iotrepid Miller 
firmly advanced, until within a few paces of uieir line, 
when he impcituously charged upon the artillery, whicli, 
aflera short bul desperate resiatunce, yielded their whole 
battery, and the American line was in a moment formed 
in the rear, iipim ihe ground previously occupied by lin 
, Briliiih Infantry. 

During the charge, general Rialt was taken priiOiu 
and the eirect may easily be imagined. But this brilliai 
exploit aeemi'd lo spur on the enemy to redoubled ex* 
tione. Being reinforced, the British marclie ' ' * 
step on the Americans, who reaerced their f 
could become deadly. The whole Britiah div^ision came 
within twenty paces of the tinea, when the well direcli^il 
fire from our iriKipa put them into confusion. Bul diey 
rallied to ihe attack, and llie conitict became tremendotu. 
But the enemy yielded, and retired down the hill. The 
contest was, however, soon renewed by the British, with 
the same results. 

Dishearleried by ihese repeated defeats, the Briliiih 
were on the puint of yielding the contest, when they re- 
ceived fresh reinforcements from fori Niagara, which re- 
vived their spirits, and induced them to make another 
and still mure ileaperate struggle. After taking an huur 
to refresh themselves, and recovering from their fatigue, 
they advanced with a new and more extended line, anil 
with conlident hopes of being able to overpower the 
^ Americans, who thus far had been denied both refresli- 

it and repose. 

countrymen had stood to their arms during all this 

I, their canteens exhausted, and many almost fainting 

hthirst; and, from the long interval, they had begun 
;WhBriih hopes that the enemy had yielded. In ihia 

Y were disappointed ; but on discovering the approach 

Ihe British, their courageous spirit returned, and they _ 
lalved never to yield the glorious trophies o( tlieir n' 

', until they could contend no longer. 
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^he Britiah delivered their fire at the same dislance as 
on the last onset, which wss returned by the Americans 
■with the SHmedeadly effect ; but they did not fall back 
wiih the same precipitation ; a fresh lintt supplied the 
place of the 6rgt, and the whole steadily advanced. 

A conllicl, dreadful beyond description, ensued; the 
twenty-first, under its brave leader, firmly withstood the 
shock. The right and left repeatedly fell back, but were 
again rallied by the general, by colonels Miller, Nichul' 
a.s and Jessup. At length the two lines closed with each 
other, on the very summit of the hill, which they con- 
tested with terrific violence at the point of the bayonet. 

Such was the obstinacy of the contest, that many bat- 
talions, on both sides, were forced back, and the contend- 
ing parlies became mingled nilh each other- Nothing 
could exceed the desperation of the conflict at the point 
where the cannon was stationed. The enemy having 
furced himself into the very midst of Major llindman's 
artillery, this officer was compelled to spike two of 
his pieceS) and was warmly engaged across the car- 
riages and guns. General Ripley now pressing upon the 
enemy's flanks, compelled them to give way, and the 
c*-ntre soon following the example, the whole British line 
fled a third lime, and no esertiuna of their officers could 



ail) them, nntil they placed themselves out of ihf 
reach of the musketry and artillery. The Biitish bring 
now compleiely beaten, retired beyond the borders of 
the field, leaving their dead and wounded. 

The-loas «n this occasion was in proportion to the ob- 
Bliuacv of the conflict, the whole being seventeen hun- 
dred iiuil twenty-nine ; of which the Briiisb amonuled 10 
lueiity seven more llinn ihe Americans. 

The intention of the American commander was to re- 
new the action in the morning, but finding that he httd 
but fifteen himdred men fit for duty, and that the Britiah 
were drawn up in considerable force, general Ripley de- 
termined not In commence an attack. He itien retreated 
to Erie, and extended its defences. Having been rein- 
forced hy a thousand men, the enemy appeared before 
Fori Erie on the 3d of August, and commenced with reg- 
ular approaches. By the 7lh, the defences were silffl- 
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cieiit to keep the enemy at bay. Until the lllh, the can 

iionade waa incessant, and the enemy gained ground, In 

in akirmishca, the Americans were generally TiclorioW' I 

Genenil Uaiiies now commanded at Erie, and colmdl 

Srummond was preparing to assail him. At haUpUll, 

two in the morning, the attack was commeoced b; tMH It 

ilumuB. On the second attempt, the British gained At I 

irapel, and the enemy receired the orders of colntiJ | 

fTammoitf], lo"gipe no quarter r The order wu^ i.i 

illy executed, and a terrible strife ensued, l.il'i 

irummond was sliotin the breast, but the enemy ■ 

lintained their position ; but they were fiaally i!< 1< 

iTheBriliflh loss in this assault was two hundred i 

renty-two killei!, including fourteen officers of diiti 

c hundred and seventy fuur wounded, and 

hundred and eighty six prisoners. The Americana . 

seventeen killed, Hfly-sis wounded, and ten prisoners. 

Nothing further of particular importani 
until the sercDteenth of September, when gcnerftlBroi 
observing that the enemy had just completi 
which could open a most destmcliye fire, the next 
plauned a sortie, which has been considered 
chef d'aiuvre. Tlie British fbrce consbted of three 
ades, of one thousan'd lit:e hundred men each, on 
which was stationed at the works in front of fort 
the other two occupied a camp two miles in the re. 
The design of general Brown was to "atorm the batlerie? 
destroy the cannon, and roughly handle the brigade ea 
duty, before those in reserve conld be brought up." A 
road had previously been opened by lieutenants RidJIf 
'^ 1 Frazer, in a circuitous course through ihc woods, 

)isLol shot of the flank of the line of ballenes. 

h such aeeresy as to have escaped the tioticeoftbe 

'o o'clock, the troops were drawn up in rcadineu 
pmake the sortie. The division commanded by general 
^rter, was composed of riflemen and Indiana onder 

si Gibson, and two columns, one on tl 

)d by Colonel Wood, the left commar 

.vis, of the New York militia ; this w 
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through the woods, by ihe road which had been opened, 
while the rightdivision of the troops, in the ravine al- 
ready mentioned, was lo bo slaiioneil between the fort 
nnd the entmy's works, under general Miller, with orders 
not to advance until general Porter should have engaged 
their fiank. 

The comirand of general Prfter advanced with 80 
much celerity and caiilioii, that*hen they rirshcd upon 
tlie eneiny'a flank, they gave ilrf first intimation of their 
approach. A severe conflict flAr a moment enaued, ia. 
"which thosie gallant offiQers, colonel Gibson and colonel 
'Wood, fell at the head of their columns, and the com- 
mand devolved on lieutenant colonel M'Donald and Ma- 
jor Brooks. In thirty minutes possession was taken of 
both batteries in this quarter, togetlier with a block-houEe 
in the rear, and the garrison made prisoners. Three 
twenty-four pounders were rendered useless, and their 
magazine blown up by lieutenant Riddle, who narrowly 
escaped tbe effects of tlie explosion. At this moment the 
division ofGeneral Miller came up; general Brown hav- 
ing heard the Gring had ordered it to advance. In con- 
junction with colonel Gibson's column, he pierced be- 
ttreeQ the second and third line of batteries, and after a. 
severe contest, carried the first of these. In this aasault 
eeneral Dnvis fell, at llie head of hU volunteers. Tbe 
^vhole of these batteries and the two block-houses being 
in the possession of the Americans, general Miller's di- 
vision inclined to the more formidable batteries toward 
the lake shore. At thia moment they were joined by the 
reserve under general Ripley. Here tbe resistance wu 
kuore obstinate, tbe work being esceedingly inlricater 
froui the successive hnes of entrenchments, conlrired 



^vilh studied complexity; a constant use of ihebaymeti 
\vd|r-4^*^^y niode of assailing them ; the enemy had, &I- 
so, 'IB^' Ibis lime, received considerable reiniorcementa. 
CieRerdF Miller continued (o advance, although sulTering 
severe loss in sDme of his valuable officers : colonel As- 
fiinwall was badly wounded, and major Trimble danger- 
ously. The twenty-first, under lieutenant colonel Up- 
llatn, forming a part of ilic reserve, and part of the aeven- 
^eQth, uniting with the eorps of general Miller, charged 
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ipiiUy upon the remaining battery, which was inslan 
abandoned by the BrilUh iiibntry And artillery. Gen 
Riploy iKiw orilered a line to be I'ormed, fur the pTOtecl 
of <he detachmeiils engaged in ilestroying- the battel 
1 was engaged ia making arrangemeniB for foUuK 
l^p, against the rear«f general Drummoiid, the bui 
^rtiieh hud so far tranfcnded espectaiion, when b 
ceived a wound in tbefccii, and fell by the Mite uf n 
Brooka ; he was imi^iai«ly tninaporlet] lo the 
jho objects of the soni^haTiiig been completely «l 
, general Miller called tf^h>3 delschmeiits, aud rrl 
,^. good order, with the prisoner^ QuU the trophies g 
liAgnal exploit. 

The American ftisa in this affair waa five huudml 
Vieven, thai of the enumy upwards of a thouaand* I 
,lheir cannon. 

On the eighteenth of October, a detachment of 
hundred Americana was ordered to destroy sdme $i 
'4it Lyou's creek, which ihey eirocted, after eacDit&tl 
i» party of iweire liandred. The object was eflcctM 
^r the los3 0f siity-Bciren killed, wiuiideil utid iniMin 
During the flcason, several expeditions W«ir« plu 
t lo little purpoae. Major Croghati (^ominnndei 
idestined to Regain Michiliinackinnck, but the main o 
rWuH unsuccessful. He elected a lundiitg, but his i 
Waa loo feeble, and the plan waa given up as hup* 
Jlc merely de3t^oyc^d ihe eatablishmenis ut St. "" 
and ^t' JusL'ph. General M'Arthur made an in. 
into Canada, dispej-ning some detachments, ileslrs 
their store*, niid inking one hundred and flfiy f ' 
rctiinu'd witlioot los!*. 

In Llie spring of lSi4, Comiaodore Barney toot 
command of a nmnll flotilla of giniboais to proicct th 
Ii'iB. and !4nmll vivrr^, that fall into ChciapeatQI' 
About the 1st of JuneT the enemyenlered tlie Chw 
hay and renewed their ravages, with greuter vcr 
than tliey had done the past year. Sharp and IVeq 
recounters look place, upon the water and upon tl» a 
hut die enfmy succeeded in laying waste ihf; coUFilry. 
carrying off llie ni.groes, through the mimlha of Jun« 
July. 
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About the middle of August, the Gritish entered Ihe- 
Chesapeake with a fleet of about sixty e&U, including 
transports, under Admiral Cockburn, and landed about 
^ix thousand men at Benedict, on the Fatuxent, under tha 
conimand'Of general Ross. 

On (he 32d, Gen. Iloss reached the Wood-yard, (ao ' 
i-alled) twelve miles from Washington, where commodore 
Barney caused a large flotilla of gim-boats to be deafroy- 
i.d, to prevent their falling into the hands of the enemy. 

On the 2.3d, general Ross reached Bladensburgh, six 
milea from Washington, w-hnrc he dispersed tile militia, 
lifter a short resistance, and advanced to the city. Gora- 
iiiodore Barney had assembled a small force in defence of 
the capital, with several eighleen pounders; and made a 
stand; but he was soon overpowered by numbers, wound- 
eil and taken prisoner, and the capital fell into the hands 
uf the enemy. The navy yard was destroyed. 

Hcrfe stands re'corded one more display of British mag- 
nanimity. By order of Gen. Ross, tlie capitol, tne 
President's house, and executive offices were liumi. 

The enemy retired on the night of the 25th, byi rapid 
marches ; regained their ships and embarked. 

- The American ladies, always conspicuous in the histo- 

— ry of America, for their patriotic conduct in times of dlf' 

' ficullyand danger, never appeared so lovely in their zeni ' 

• for their country. 

The first object of attack, it was rightly conjectured, 
would be BuUimore." The cities of Philadelphia and 
New-York waited the result with as much anxiety, as if. 
ihcir fate depended upon its successful issue. In this 
ihey perhaps had reason ; for should Baltimore fall, dur- 
ing the panic which succeeded the capture of Washing- 
ion, and before the other cities would have time to place'.' 
themselves in an attitude of defence, they coidd make but 
a feeble resistance. 

After the first moment of despondency, occasioned by 
the capture of Washington had subsided in Baltimore, and 
It was discovered that the place would not be assailed 
immediately, the inhabitants set about making prepara- 
tions for defence. Under the direction of gencralSmtlh, 
i ditch was opened, and a breastwork thcowi^ m'^ V^ >^. 
^ 30 
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lohabitants, on the high ground to the north-east, (I 
feet which every claaaof people unileil,} so as coinpl 
to protect the town in the only quarter in which it 
■ccessible by lantl forces. 

In a few attys, a conaideiable number of miliiia an 
from Pennsylvania and Virginia ; and the spirits ol 
inhabitants were greatly animated by the arricai o 
naval veteran, commodore Rogers, with his marines, 
took possession of the heavy baiteriea on the hill. 

A brigade of Virginia volunteers, together wil 
regulars, was assigned to general Winder, and Uti 
brigade to general Strieker ; the whole under conu 
of major general Smith ; the two latter, diaiingn 
revolutionary officers. General Strieker had served 
the commencement to the conclusion of that war, 
shared in many important battles. The approach I 
city hy water, waa defended by fort M'Henrj, corns 
ed by major Armistead, withsbnut sixty artillerist^ I 
captain Evans, and two compauiea of sea fenciblea, I 
captains Bunbury and Addison ; of these, thirT 
were on the sick list. Aa this number was inaufiicil 
■ man the batteries, major Armistead was rurnisfaed. 
two companies of volunteer ajtillery, under captaia; 
ry and lieutenant Pennington, and a company I 
judge Nicholson, (chief justice of Baltimore cot 
which kad tendered its services. Besides these, ! 
was a detachment of commodore Barney's jlotilla, ( 
lieutenant colonel Stewart and major Lane, consietii 
detachments from the twelfth, fourteenth, and thirty- 
regiments of the United States troops, which wert| 
camped under the walla of the fort. The total amoif 
to about one thouaand men. 'i 

Two butteries on the right of fort M'Hcnry, upoi 
Potapsco, to prevent the enemy from landing diuiu 
night, in the rear of the town, were manned, the on 
lieutenant Newcomb, with a detachment of sailors 
other, by lieutenant 'Webster, of the flotilla ; the f« 
was called Fort Covington, the latter, the City Batti 
ll was equally important to the anfeiy of the city, 
in the event of an attack by land and naval forces, 
should be repelled ; for in case fort M'Henry was i 
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<«edby the shipping, there would be nothing to preTeni 
the deeiruclion of ihe town ; and i( the lanil forces of tha 
enemy were Buccessful, the fort could no longer be of any 
arail, and would even be untenable. To the defence of - 
fort IVTHenry, and lo the repulse of the British from the 
^Gs, the inhabitants looked for safely. Independently 
of the devastating orders of Cochrane, and the recent 
scenes at Washington and Alexandria, ihia city vtaa a ae- 
lecCed object of the vengeance of the enemy, in conse- 
, qucnCG of her active and patriotic'exertions during the 
war. No one can imagine to himself a juat pic^lure of the 
slate of anxious feeling, among fifty thousand people of 
all ages end sexes, for the approaching crisis, which 
would (leiermine the safety or destruction of their city. 

And even in case of successful resistance, the most 
painful incertitude hung over the fate of those who were 
lo risk their lives in its defenfe ; not strangers or merce- 
naries, but their bosom friends, their brothers, their sons 
and husbands ; every one, even old men and boySi who 
could wield a musket, were found in the ranks. 

The committee of safety, composed of Ihoae advanced 
in life, and the most induential citizens, (among whom 
was the respectahle colonel Howard, a hero of the revo- 
lution,) took a large share in the preparations to meet 
the approaching danger. 

The British army having re-embarked on board the ^ 
fleet in the Palusent, admiral Cochrane moved down tfa« 
river, and proceeded up the Chesapeake ; aud on the 
morning of the eleventh of September, appeared at the 
mouth of the Patapsco, about fourteen miles from the 
city of Buliimore, with a fleet of ships of war and trans- 
ports, amounting to fifty sail. 

On the next day the land forces, to the number of at 
least six thousand men, the veterans of Wellington, de- 
barked at Norlli Point, anil under the command of gen- 
eral Ross, took up their march for the city. 

General Strieker elaimed for the city brigade, under 
his command, the honor of being the first to meet the in- 
vader, "and was accordingly detached by general Smith, 
in anticipation of the landing of the British troops. 

Oa tlie eleventh, general Strieker i^roce^td. q& '^ok 
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road to North Point, at the head of three thousand kA 
two hundred efTective men ; conaisling of tlie fifth n^ 
mcnt, under lieutenant colonel Sterett, five hundred tm 
fifty strong ; six hundred and twenty of the sixth, under 
licutenunt colonel M'Donahi ; five hundred of the t«e> 
ty-aeventh, under lieutenant colonel Long ; five hundtrf 
and fifty of the thirty- ninth,' under limiienant coloul 
Powler ; seven hundred of the fifty-first, under lieolO' 
ant colonel Amey ; oue hundred and fifty riflemen, undcf 
raptsin Dyer; one hundred and fifty cavalry, ustler Un- 
tenant colonel Giays ; and the Union Artillery, of seven- 
ty-five men, and sis four pounders, under captain Mtial- 
goinery {altomey general of the slate.) A light corps of 
rifiomeii and musketry, under major Randal, laken from 
general Slanbury'a brigade, and the Pennsylvuuia voloa- 
teera, were detached to ihe mouth of Bear creek, with or- 
ders to co-operole with gentral Strieker, and to ched 
any landing which might be efiected in thai quarter. 

At six o'cfdek, P. M. general Strieker reached ihf 
meeting-house, near the head of Bear Creek, seven miles 
from the city- Here the brigade halteJ, with the excep- 
tion of the cavalry, who were pushed forward to Gorsuch'i 
farm, three mik« in advance, and the riflemen, n-ho tuol; 
post near the blacksniitli's shop, two miles in advance of 
the encnmpment. 

The next moining (the tivelfth) at eeven o'clock, in- 
formation was ret^fived from the videlles, that the entaj 
were debarking Iroops under cover of their gun reaae^ 
which lay off the bhifl' at North Point, within the inoiilfl 
of the Patapsco river. The baggage was immediately ar 
dered back under a strong giwrd, and general Stn'ckei 
moved forward llie fifth and Iwenty-sevcnlh r^menu, 
and the artillery, to the bead of Long Log lane, resting 
the fifth with its right on the head of a branch of Bmi 
creek, its left oii the main road, while the twenty-seveuA 
H',13 posted on the opposite side of the road, in i liae 
with the fifth. Tlie artillery was posted nt Uie fteod «f 
the lane, in (he interval between liiese two reghueutii 
The thirly-ninth was drawn up throe hundred yards isf 
the rear of the twenty-seventh, and the fifty-first the ■aiM'^ 
iiistauce in the rear of tUe tlCih : the aixih regimeitl i 
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drawn ap ss a reeervc, within eight, half a mile in the 
rear of the second line. 

Thiia judiciously poBted, the general delermJDed to 
"wait an attark, having giren orders, that the Iwo regi- 
ments composing the front line, should receive the ene- 
my, and if necesaary, full back through the fifty-first and 
thirty -niu til, imd form on the right of the sixth, posted in 
reserve, - 

The general now learned, that the British were moving 
rapidly ilp the main road, and at the moment when he 
expected their approach to be announced bj' the rilleia«i)t 
stationed in the low thick pine and firs, in advance, great- 
ly to his chagrin, he discovered tliia corps falling bock 
upon the main position, having liatencd to a groundless 
rumour, that the enemy were landing on Back river, to 
cut them off. This part of the general's plan having been 
frustrated, he placed the rificmen on the right of his front 
line, by this means belter securing that flank. The vi- 
dettes soon after bringing information that a party of the 
enemy were in a careless nkanncr carousing at Ciorauch's 
farm, several of the officers offered their eervicea lo dis- 
lodge him. t'ajitains Levering's and Howard's compa- 
nies, from the fifth, about one hundred and fifty in num- 
ber, under major Heath, of that regiment ; captain Aia- 
quith's, and a few other riflemen, in all about seventy i a 
iiniall piece of artillery, under lieutenant Stiles, and the 
cavalry, were pushed forward, to chastise the insolence, 
of the enemy's advance, and lo evince a wish, ofl the part 
of the American army, to engage. 

The delachmcnt had scarcely proceeded lialf a nule,_ • 
when they came in contact with the main body of the "4 
enemy ; a sharp skirmish ensued, in which major Heath's 
horse was shot under him, and several of the Americans 
killed and wounded, but not unrevenged, for in this affair 
the enemy lost theii commander-in-chief, general Ross. 

This officer had imprudenlly .proceeded too for, for the 
purpose of reconnoilering, when he was killed by one of 
the company of captain Howard, who was in the advance. 

After the death of Ross, the command derolved ob 
<olonel Brook, who continued to push forward, notwith- 
istandiiig this occurrence. The American detachmieiit 
JO- 
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Cell back, and the general conceiving tbe two companiel 
of Howard and Levering lo be too much fatigued ' 
share in the approaching conflict, they were ordered 
form ou the resene, not without a request on their paH 
to be permitted to shore in the perils of their townsma 
At half past two o'clock, the enemy commenced thro4 
iug rockets, which did no injury, and immediately 



11 Montgomery's artillery opened their fire u^oi 
which was returned by a six pounder and howitze 
the left and ceutre. The fire was hrisk for aome minuUl 
when the general ordered it lo cease on his side, v 
View of bringing the enemy into close cannistcr dislsaei 

Perceiving that the efforts of the British were chief 
directed against the left flank, the general brought up ll 
thirty-ninlh into line on the left of the twenty-aerenll 
and delaclied two pieeea of artillery on the letl of tJ 
ihirty-uinih ; and still more completely to protect tb 
flank, which was all important, colonel Amey, of it 
fifty-first, was ordered to form his regiment at right ai 
gels with tbe line, resting his right on the left of the Ihi 
ly-ninlh. The morement was badly executed, and em 
ted some confusion in that quarter, but was soon rect^ 
ed wiih the assbtance of the general's aids and mtjai 
Btevenson, and the brigade majors, Calhoun and Frail^. 

The enemy's right column now displayed, and advut^ 
ed upon the twenty seventh and thirty-ninth. Unfort* 
nately, at ihis jimclure, the fiAy-first, froiB sorie suddQ 
panic, after giving a random fire, hroke and retreated ij 
iueh confusion as rendered it impossible to rally it, Ui 
ocuasionei) the same disorder in the second battalion ■ 
the thirty-ninth. 

The fire by this time became general, from right t 
left; the artillery poured an incessant and destructiti 
stream upon the enemy's left column, which endeBTOD^ 
ed to shelter itself behind a log house, but ihii \ 
stantly in a blaze ; captain Sadiler having taken the p« 
rantion to fire it, aa soon as it was abandoned by him IT^ 
his yagers. 

About ten minutes past three, the British line csmefll 
irith a rapid diacUavge of iQuaketry, which was weBn 
WmifiU fay the fifth, iKe lv(fc^W.5•a«\e,o3ii,■^5»S^4^»,^ 
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tfllion of tile thiriy-ninlh, who maintained their ground 
in spite of the example set by the inlenilcd support on the 
left. 

The whole of the general's force with thia diminution, 
srarcely amounled to foiirleen hundred, to which was 
Opposed llie whole ofihe enemy. The fire was incesBant, 
until about Iwcnly-five minutes before four o'clock, dur- 
iii g whic h limi; g'eneral Strieker gallantly contended 
'■"■""■ur times hia numbers ; but finding thai the une- 
ijim . Leal roiild be mamtaineil nii lunger, and that tho 
enemy was about to out ilank him, in ennaequence of the 
Sight of the fil'ly-tirat, he was conipeiied to retire upon 
his reserve, which he effected in good order. Here he 
formed his hrif^ade, but the enemy not thinking it advL- 
lable to pursuit, he fell hack, and took post on the led of 
the line, half a mile in advance of the e n trench men ts, 
where he waa joined hy general Winder, who had been 
stationed on the west side of the city, but was now or- 
dered,- with the Virginia brigade, and captain Bird's Uni- 
ted States di'iigoons, to take post on the left of general 
Sincker. 

The Conduct of the Baltimore brigade, with the ex- 
ception of llie fifty-first, and the second battalion of the 
thirtv-ninth, ivho were seized with ihe panic to which 
raw troops are so much subject, deserved the highest 
pmise. Veterans could not have done more. Their 
loss, in killed and wounded, amounted to one hundred 
ind sixty-three (anionsfst whom were some of the most 
respectable citizens of Baltimore,) about an eighth of 
;he force engHged. Adjutant James Lowry Donaldson, 
)f the iwenty-eeFpnih (an eminent lawyer,) was killed 
■Q the hottest of the tight. Major Heath and major 
Udore, and a number of other officers, were wounded. 
ITie loss of the British was nearly double that of the 
^mericruiB, according to their own acknowledgment, and 
f)r'ibubly much greater. This unexpected resistance had 
I happy effect upon the enemy; in their official state- 
ments, ihey fotnpiiled the American force at six thou' 
sand, a great proportion of rei^ulars, and estimated oui 
loss at one thousand, from which we may infer their 
BptaioB vf the mauuer in which they were t 
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In the menn tim? the naval attack had already coi 
inenced Troni tire bomb reesels, at the distance of t« 
miles; when finding themselves snfficienily near, ihi 
anchored, and kept up an inceasanl bombardment, whi 
ihey were at such a dislance aa to be out of the reacii i 
the giins of ihe fort. The situation, altbuugh painfull 
inactive, was highly periloua ; yet every man stood to b 
post without shrinking. One of the twenty-four poun^ 
ere, on the soiUb'WesI bastion, under captain Nicholas 
was dismuunk-d, and killed his second lientenant ai 
wounded sevej-Hl of liig men. The enemy now approach 
ed eoniewhat nunrcr, so as to be within striking dist 
A tremendous iire was instantly opened from the 
which compelled him precipitately to gahi his forma 
position. Tlie bomharilinent was kept up during thi 
whole day and night. The city, thus aesuiJed on bodl.' 
sides, awaited the result with deuih-like silence, and yet 
no eye was closed in sleep. Suddenly, about midnigltt 
a tremendous ranonnde was heard in the direction of th 
fort, and the affrighted population believed that all wi 
over. Their (cars were soon quieted, by the informilia 
that some barges of the enemy, the number not knuwi 
had Bltoniplcd to land, hut were compelled to draw o§ 
with all possible haste, after great slaughter, by lieulen- f 
anis Newcomband Webster, who commaudcd the city 1 
battery and fort Covington. By the nest morning the 
bombardment ceased, after upwards of fifteen hundred ] 
shells had been thrown ; a large portion of which burai 
over the furl, and scattered their fragments amongst Ji> 
defenders; a great number fell within the works, anil 
materially injured iwu of the public buildings, and tt 
slighlly. 

The enemy, not willing to abide such rough handling 
retreated under cover of a dark and slorniy nij ' ' '" 

the morning general Winder was detached i 
but the time which had elapsed was sulScient for » 
barkation, and the rear could not be cut oll^ The nei 
-day the fleet descended llie buy, to the great joy of tl 
inhabitants of Baltimore. 

We shall now return with our readers to the c^erfttioid 
oji the northern &onliet. MiouviVeSoxx ^%e^i£] ' ~ 
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air George Prevost led liis army to Platlsburgh, while 
the fleet proceeded up the lake on Ilia left, to make & 
simultaneous attack by land and water. Before this 
lie of consequence had transpired in ihia quarter. 

The peace in Europe permitted the English goveni''' 
meat to transport largo bodies of troops, and they had 
already sent on a considerable army to Canada. Fourv- 
teen thousand of these were organized under sir George^ 
and the remainder were sent to oppose gener^'l Brownon 
the Kiagara. 

To oppose this oTcrwhelmiog force, general Macomb 
had but fifteen huodrecl regulars, including new recruits 
and invalids. The works were in no slate of defence, 
and the stores ami orduance were in great disorder. The 
British force took possession of Chnmplain on the third, 
of September, and from the proclamaiiiina and impress- 
inents of wagons and teams in this vicinity, it was soon 
discovered thai their object was aoattack on Plattsburgh. 
Not a minute was to be lost in placing the works in a sbiM 
of defence ; and in order to cf^iite an emulation and zeal 
among the olEcers and men, they were divided into de--' 
lachmcnts, and stationed in the several forts ; the gene- 
ral declaring in orders that eacJi detachment was the gar- 
rison of its own work, and bound to defend it to the laxi .* 
extremity. At tht' ^ame time he called on general Moo- 
ers, of tlie New York mihtia, and arranged with hin^i 
pinna for calling out the militia en masse. The inhabit": 
ants of Plattsburg fled with their famihes and effects, ext' 
ceptlng a few men and some boys who IVirnied themselref' 
into a eomjiany, received rifles, and were exceedingljr 
utieful. \ 

111 lliia esirpniiiy general Mooera collccied about sevejt ' 
hundreit militia, and small detachmenlF were posted M. 
as to watch and harratis the enemy. Trees were feUel]i^ 
and every impediment pot in the way of iheir march,' 
and some skirmishps ensued. At day light on the sixth, ■ 
it was ascertained tliat the enemy were advancing in two 
columns by each of these roads, dividing at Sampson's' 
a little below ChaiT- village. The column on the Beck, ■ 
man road approoched rfipidly ; the militia skirmished a 
iUlle with its advanced parties, but which, with ^w &u»,<^ . 
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tion of B few brave men, soon broke, and fled io thj 
greatest disorder. A detachment uf two hundred asA 
fifty men, under major Wool, had been marched to th^ 
support, and to shuw them an example of lirmnesa ; bg 
it was found unavailing. 

Finding that the enemy's columns had pcnet 
within a mile of Plattebnrgh, orJera were received So 
colonel Appling to return from his posiiion at Dei 
Greek, and fall on the enemy's right flank. The colon 
fortunately arrived just in time to save hia retreat, and I 
fall in with the head of a column debouching from I! 
woods. He poured a destructive fire from his riflema 
and continued to annoy the column until he formed 
junction with major Wool. Notwithstanding that cm 
sidcrable execution was done by the field pieces, lAe 
my still continued to press forward in column ; conai 
able obstructions were, however, thrown in their way 
the removal of the bridge, and by the fallen trees ; ■ ei 
ing lire was also kept up from the galleys as they 
the creek. * 

Platfsbiirgh is on the north east aide of the Saran* 
near its entrance into lake Champlain, directly oppod) 
the American works. The town was of course aband<»^ 
ed, and occupied by the British. Attempts were made 
to take possession of the bridge, but it was resolalei; 
guarded by the Americans. When our troops bad pas- 
Bed the bridge, the planks were raised, and used fori 
breast work. 

The enemy, now masters of the village, instead of sf- 
tempting to carry the American works, on the oppoBiw 
aide of the river, which their vast superiority of force 
might have enabled them to do, contented tliemselvci 
> irith erecting works, whence they continued to annoy the 
imericans, and constantly skirmishing at the bridges aad 
fords. By the eleventh, the flflli day of the siege, a 
Eiiderable force of New York and Vermont railiiia, wl 

t/i .been continually collecting, lined the SaranaC) 

melled the attempts of the British to cross, while at 
e time, a considerable body was sent to harraaa 

___. There wa« scarcely an intermission to the 

Uehes which took place between them and ilie 
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who acted, after the first day, with great intrepidity 
The Americaa regulars, at the same time, laboured inces- 
santly to extend and strengthen their works. During 
this time, a handsome afTatr was achieved by captaia 

M'Glassin, whn, crossing the river in the night, assailed 
the British regulars, more than three times his number, 
■talioned at a masked battery, which had been for some 

~ days preparing, drove them from their posts, and demol- 
ished their works. 

The principal cause of delay, which was fortunate for 
the Americana, was the momentary expectation of the 
fleet, which was intended to co-operate. On the morn- 
ing of the eleventh, at eight o'clock, the look out boat of 
commodore M'Donough, announced its approach. It 
consisted of the Confiance, carrying thirty-nine guna, 
twenty-seven of which were twenty-four pounders; the 
brig linnet, of sixteen guns ; the sloops Chub and Finch, 
eadi carrying eleven guns ; thirteen galleys, Ave of which 
carried two, and the remainder one gun. The commo- 
dore at this moment lay at ant^or in Flalisburgh hay, 
and intended in that situation to receive the enemy. His 

Meet consisted of the Saratoga, carrying twepty-sis guns, 
eight of which were long twenty-four pounders ; the 
Eagle, of twenty guns ; the Ticonderoga, of seventeen, 
the Preble, seven : and ten galleys, six of which carried 
two, and the remainder one gun, Besides the advantage 
which tlie enemy possessed, in being able to choose their 
position, their force was much superior. The number of 
guns in the Brilish fleet amounted to niaetj'-five, and of 
men, to if^warda of a thousand ; while that of the Amer- 
icana was eighty-six, and the number of men, less by two 
hundred. One of the American vesBela had been built 
with despatch almost incredible. Eighteen Jays before 
the trees of which it was constructed, were actually 
growing on the shores of the lake. | 

The American vessels were moored in line, with five 
gunboats and galleys on each flank. At nine o'clock, 
captain Downie, the British commander anchored in line, 
abreast of the American squadron, at about three hundred 
yards distance, the Confiance opposed lo the Saratoga, 
the Linnet to the Eagle ; the British galleya and qui q? 
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the slocipa to ihe Ticondcrogn, Prclilc, and the left d 
ion of the American galleys ; the other sloop to the i 

The importance of (he contest which was now im] 
ing, will justify us in a particular description. 

in ihia situation the whole force on both sides bs 
engaged, and at the same tnoment, as if this had bee 
signal, iheconlest commenced between general Wi 
and air George Prevos i. One of the British sloopi 
soon thrown out of the cn^ragement, by running oai 
of rocks, whence she coulU not be estricatedi whili 
division of ihe enemy's galleys «-as so roughly bad 
as to be compelleit to pall out of the way. But tlu 
of this intcreiiling day, on which the two rivals fon 
Buperiority, were for the second time matched in H 
ron, depentled chiefly on ibe result of the engagemei 
tween the tw largest ships. The American corami 
maintained the unequal contest for two hours, hi 
greater weight of the enemy's battery seemed to in 
«ie scale of victory, although he suffered prodigit 
The chances against the Saratofja were accidental 
creased by the commander of the Eagle, who noil 
able to bring hia guns to bear as he wished, cut hisi 
and anchored between the Ticonilcroga and Hsrstog 
which this vessel was exposed to a gtilling lire frDi 
enemy's brig. The guns on the starboard side hai 
ibis time, been either dismounted or become uomw 
able 1 the situation of the enemy was but little be 
to both, the fortune of the day depended on the exeo 
of one of the must difficult naval manupuvres j to ' 
H> iheir vessel rounil, and bring a new broadside to ' 
^h'The Confinnceassayedit in Tain, but the eObrls a 
^H Saratoga were successful ; a stern anchor was let ge 
Jt bower cable cut, and the ship winded with a freah b( 
^^ side on the frigate, which soon after surrendered 
} broadside was then sprung to bear on the brig, W 
surrendered in fifteen minuiea after. The sloop opp 
to liie Eagle hail struck to captain Henley somelimfl 
fore, and driflcU down the line. Three of the gal 
were sunk, the others escaped ; all the rest of the 
fell into the hands of commodore M'Donougli. B] 
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titne thU bloody contest was over, there wbh ecnrcely a 
mast in either Equadron capable of bearing a sail, and 
the greater part of the vessels in a sinking ulale. There 
were fifty round shot in the hull of the Saralog-s, and io 
the Confiance one hundred and five. The Saratoga was 
twice set on fire by hot shot. The action last^ two 
liours and twenty minutes. The commander 0/ the 
Confiance was killed, with forty-nioe of his wen, and six- 
ty woanded. On board the Saratoga there were twenty- 
eight killed, and twenty-nine wounded. Of the first, 
was lieutenant Gamble ; and on board the Ticonderoga, 
lieutenant Stanbury, (son of general Stanbury, of Mary- 
land.) Among the wounded, were lieutenant Smith, 
acting lieutenant Spencer, and midshipman Baldwin. 
The total loss in the American squadron amounted to fif- 
ty-two killed, and fifty-^ight wounded. The loss of the 
enemy was eighty-four killed, one hmidred and ten 
wouuded, and eight hundred and fifty-six prisoners, which 
actually exceeded the number of their captors. 

This engagement, so deeply interesting to the two rival 
nations, look place in sight of Uie hostile armies. But 
they were by no means quiet spectators of the scene ; a 
hot engagement was kept up during the whole time ; the 
air was filled with bombs, rockets, sharpnels, and hot 
balls. Three desperate efforts were made by the British 
to cross over, and storm the American works, in which 
they were as often repulsed, with considerable loss. An 
attempt to force the bridge, was bravely defeated by a 
detachment of regulars and captain Grosvenor's rifiemen. 
They attempted a ford about three miles above, but were 
so briskly assailcdKby a body of volunteers and mililia 
poetedin a woodj_that the greater part of the detachment 
was cut to pieces. The efforts of the enemy oaturallf 
relaxed, after witnessing the painful sight, so Httle ex- 
pected, of the entire capture of their fieet. The firing 
was, however, kept up until night; at night the enemy 
withdrew their artillery, and raised the seige. The plans 
of sir George Pievost were completely frustrated, since 
the Americans had now the command of the lake ; even 
if he were to possess himself of the American works, it 

£1 serve him any further design; in the mean- 
J 
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time he would be expoaed to great danger from the hour- 
ly augmentation of the American force. Under the cm- 
er of the night, he therefore Hem off all his baggage and 
artillcrfi for whieh he found means of I rang porta tioii; 
and before day the next morning, his whole fores pr^ 
dpitately retreated, leaving behind tlieir sick and wounJ- 
ed. Vast quantities of military stores and munitionsoi 
war, were abandoned by them, and still greater quantide) 
were afterwards found hid in marshes, or buried in Ihr 
ground. They were hotly pursued, a number of ainf- 
glers were picked up, and upwards of live hundred ^ 
eerters came in. 

Those of the British army and navy who fell, were in- 
terred with the honours of war. The humane atteolion 
of the Americana to the wounded, and the polileneagilid 
eenerouB attention to the prisoners, were acknowled^il 
m grateful terms by captain Pryng. (whu suerecded «p- 
tain Downie,) in his official despatch to the admiralty. 

Thus was this portentous invasion most happily repel- 
led, and another of our inland seas made glorious by tb> 
victories of free Americans. The " star spang-led b» 
uer" waved in triumph on the waters of Champtain, mH 
did on Erie and Ontario. These noble features in our 
great empire, will henceforth be viewed w-ith a very <lif- 
ferent interest from what Ihey heretofore excited. 

The effect of this victory tended to allay party spirii. 
and produce unanimity in the national legi'slalure. Tht 
great cause of bitter complaint against the administn- 
tion, French influence, was at an end, and the recmi 
conduct of Great Britain towards this country, rcDdered 

^ it impossible for any one to say tlia^ehe was not wui- 

lonly pursuiug hostilities, when these pauses no loD|Fr 

gxigteu. No one could now be the advocate of Britain. 

But in addition to other cireuniatanecs, the neglect a- 

Merienced by our ministers in Europe, and the shullliiit 
"lolicy of Great Britain, which procrastinated a linal ad- 
BBtment of differences, were well understood, and bsJ 
meir proper eifect on our cilizens. Our sincere deart 

rSoT peace was met by the demand for a surrender of i 

Vlkrge portion of territory, and a total reliuquisbmeni rf 
« lake ahoies, & einc qua non. To these conditiouf' 



H THE UNITED STATES. 36T 

t> eridenl out govemmeat could not accede, and few 
were bo weak as to believe that the proposition was made 
vitbaDy other view, Ihaa to prolong the negotiations, 

- and take advantage of circumstances which might inter- 
vene. 

About this epoch, a f onvention composed of delegatea 
from several of the New England states met at Hartford, 
the members of which were opposed to the war. This 
step occasioned much escilement, and was the subject of 
many speculations. It was charged with the design of 
sundering the union of the states ; but, after a brief ses- 
sion, terminated in an address, and rcmonstrnce, or peti- 
tion to congress, enumeratiiig several objeclions to the 
federal constitution. It was presented to set'eral states 
for approbation, but was uniformly rejected. As to the 
coDslitutioQal ri^ht of assembling for the purpose of 
discussing national subjects, we caa have but one voice, 
uDlesa we abandon republican principles ; but whether 
the Oiotivcs, the lime, and the expected results of this 
convention were correct and judicious, is problematical, 
-In the legislature of Pennsylvania, in which the memo- 
xial was discussed, the conduct of the memorialists was 
severely censured. 

Our finance now appeared to revive, under the inde- 
fatigable industry and great abilities of Mr. Dallas, whom 
the president sol'ecled at this critical moment to fill the 
office of secretary of the treasuay. His plans were 
characterized by the greatest boldness, but were nniblded 
in so luminous a manner, as to carry conviction to eT«ry 
inind. He may be said to have plucked up the sinking 
■credit of the nation, by the locks. The duties of the 
secretary at war were, at the same time, discharged by 
colonel Monroe, in addition to his other avocations ; in 
which undertaking be exhibited do small courage, for it 
had become; a forlorn hope of popularity ; he was happi- 
ly rewarded by the most fortunate success in all bis meas' 
ures. and by the uuiversal applause of his country. 

While the American congress was thus occupied, the 
jtublic aiLcntiun uas awakened by a most alarming state 
of affairs to the southward. The Creek war was renew- 

^J, imd a jiowixXui inyasion o{ Louisiana was threatened. 
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General Jackson aHer concluding a treaty nith i 
Creeks. moTt^il hi^ head quarters to MtibUe. Hei 
about itie laiier end of Augiisl, he received certain i 
formiiLioii, iliat throe British ships of war had arrived 
Pensacula, and ha<l lauded h large quantity of ammui 
lion and guns, for ihe purpose of arming the Indiai 
«nd had besides mnrclied into the fort wiih three hundn 
troops. He was also informed, that the fleet of admii 
Cochrnne had been reinforced at Bermuda, and that ihl 
teen ships of the line, with transports, were daily eipe 
ted with len thousand troops, for the pnrpose of inradil 
■ome of ihe southern slates. On the receipt of this! 
forniBlion, he immediately wrote lo the governor of Ta 
nessee, catling for the whole quota of diat slate. 

On the fifteenth of September, three vessels.of t) 
from Pensacola, appeared before fort Boyer, which coi 
manjls the entrance lo Mobile bay. A proclamatioRW 
issued by colonel Nichols, commanding his majestj 
forces in Florida, addressed to the inliubitants of Louil 
ana, Kentucky and Tennessee, inviting them lo aid I 
British. He likewise made a proposition to a nest 
pirates which infested one of the lakes whirh commui 
Wtes with the gulf, lo assist in the operations against i 
Americans in that (juarter. This nest of desperadt 
amounted lo five or si:( hundred, and their cotnms.bil 
Lafitte, had been oul-lawed, by the American govel 
ment. In the summer the establishmenl had been brob 
Dp by the commodore Patterson, but had again organ 
ed, and would be a dangerous force, if employed by a 
enemies, for which service Ihey had large ofiers. 

But what was most humiliating to those who t 
stoop so low, this alliauce was indignantly rejecli 
Lsfiite at first dissembled, until he had drawn from t 
colonel important information, when he dismissed b 
with disdain, and immediately despatched a messenger 
governor Claiborne, who had some lime before offei 
five hundred dollars for his apprehension, and latd befi 
liim income Biiijle proofs of the truth of his declaralii 
The governor ivas agreeably surprised at this unexpeci 
trait of generosity, but at first heailaied as to the coui 
(0 be pursued ■■ on vlie ap^taacliof danger, howcTer,' 
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Issued his proclamation, in which he pledged himself, that 
those engaged in this illicit course of life should be for- 
given, provided ihey would come forward and aid in the - 
defence of the country. This was joyfully accepted by . 
the Barralarians, as they were called, who lendered their 
services, and wer& foimd eminently usefid. 

General Jackson having in rain remonstrated with the 
goremor of Pensacola, for his unprecedented conduct, 
determined in march against that place. Hoviug re- 
ceived a reinforcement of two thousand Tennessee mili- 
tia, which had marc-hed through the Indian country, he 
advanced to Pensacolo, to demand redress. On the sixth 
of November he reached the neighborhood of that post, 
and immediutely sent major Feire with a flag, to commu- 
nicate the object of his visit to the governor ; but he was 
forced to return, being fired on from the hatleries. — 
Jackson then reconnoitred the fort, and finding it defend- 
ed both by British and Indians, he made arrangements 
for storming it the nest day. The troops were put in 
motion at day ligbt, and being encamped to the west of 
the town, the attack would be expected from that quar- 
ter ; to keep up this idea, part of the mounted men were 
sent to show themselves on the west, whilst the remain- 
der of the troopa passed t' i the rear of the fort, undiscov- 
ered, to the east of the town. His whole force, consist- 
ing of a few regulars, a body of militia, and some Choc- 
taw Indians, appeared in view wlten within a mile of the 
fort, and advanced firmly to the enemy's works, although 
there were seven UriLish vessels on their left, and strong 
batteries of cannon in front. On entering the town, a 
battery of two cannons, loaded with ball and grape, was 
opened on the centre column, composed of regulars, and 
a shower of musketry was poured from the houses and 
gardens. The battery was soon carried and the muske^ 
ry silenced. The governor now made his appearance 
with a llag, begged for mercy, and oiTered to surrender 
the town immediately. This was granted, and every pro- 
tection afforded to the persons and property of the in- 
Jialntauts. The commandant of the fort refused to sur- 
render until midnight, when he evacuated it with hii 
Uoopa, just as the Americana were preparing to make & 
31* 



370 UNIVERSAL HISTORY OF 

furious aaaaiilL The British withdrew their shipping, 
nnil Jacksun, having accomplished hia purpose, returned 
to Mobile. 

Noiwitlis landing the negotiations for peace, prepm- 
lions were made for a formidable invasion of Z.ouisiBiuk 
and governor Claiborne ordered the two divisions of mil- 
itia to hold themselves in readineEs to repel an ailact 
He also called on the inhabiiaots to turn out en masst, 
for the defence of their liberties and their homes. 

In New Orleans, [he citizens^ from the commencecnfiil 
of the war, as if sensible of die feeble help which the; 
could expect from the general government, manifestM 
the greatest alacrity in qualif>nng themselves for isluag 
the field against an invader. Every man capable of beai- 
ing arms, had become a soldier, and perhaps in none mi 
there such frequent and elegant displays of well disfi- 
pliued volunteer companies dressed in unifomi. Tb« 
wonderful aptitude of the French for the profession of 
arms, was never more fully exhibited. There were in- 
termingled with them, a number of men who had aeiTWi 
in the French armies. 

The free people of colour, anumerous class, wei 
mitted, as a privilege of which they were proud, U 
volunteer companies, and wear their uniform ; some a 
these were natives, hut the greater part had^eenrcfil 
gees from St. Domingo. The American and French il 
habitants, although sometimes at variance with eachotb 
er, on this occasion united heartily in dislike to lheED| 
lish, and in a disposition to frustrate their designs. 

Hearing of the danger of New Orleans, general Jack 

>on repaired thither for its defence, and arrived there U 

the second of December. He put in requisition all th 

, powers of his mind, ami took the most active measuretU 

prevent the effects of an expected invasion. 

Batteries were constructed in important situations, ■ 
every obstruction put in the way of the invaden. 1 
called on the Legislature for resources, which m 
promptly supplied. Col mel Monroe, acting secretBrrl 
war, had already forwra^ed military supplies, andcull^ 
on the neighboring governors for a considerable force. 
About tha Mth of Deceiabe,i, certain iutelligeaca i 
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received, that the Brilish fleet, consisting of at least sisiy 
sail, was off the coast to the east of the Mississippi. — 
Commodore Patterson immediately despatched five gun- 
boats, under the command of Lieutenant Catesby Jones, 
to walch the motions of the rnemy. They were discov- 
ered in such force off Cat Island, as to induce the lieu- " 
teuant to make sail fur the passes into lake Ponchartrain, 
in order to oppose the entrance of the British. The Sea 
Horse, sailing master Johnson, after a gallant resistance, 
was captured in the bay of St. Louis. 

On the fourteenth, the guoboaLs while becalmed, were ' 
attacked by nearly forty barges snd iwelye hnnJred men, 
and after a contest of an hour, with this overwhelming 
force, the flotilla surrendered. The loss of the Ameri- 
rans was forty killed and wounded; among the latter, 
lieutenant Spidden, who tost an arm : lieutenant Jones 
and M'Keever were also wounded. The loss of the en- 
emy was estimated at three hundred men. 

This loss was severely felt, as the enemy was thereby 
enabled to choose his point of attack, and we were in a 
prcat measure prevented from waLching his motions. 
But the exertions for defence were neither paralyzed nor 
abated. The legislature appropriated money, and offer- 
ed bounties which induced numbers to serve on board the 
8choane4ICaroline, and the brig Louisiana. An embargo 
was laid for three days, and martial law was declared. 

Latilte and his Barratariana about this time joined the 
American forces. The city now exhibited an interesting i 
specLarle ; al! classes cheerfully preparing for the recep- 
tion of tiie invader, and reposing the utmost confidence in 
JiickHon. Al! was life and bustle, and the female part of 
the society seemed emulous to share m this affecting ' 
scene. j 

All the principal bay ons which communicate with the 
lake, and the narrow strip of land on the borders of the 
Misaissipjji, through the swamps, had been obstructed. 
There was, however, a communication with lake Borgne, 
but little known, called the hayou Bienvenu, used by. 
fishermen ; its head near the plantation of general Vil- 
lere, seven miles below the city. Major Villere had re- 
ceived orders from his father to guard this bayou, and. bA 
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accordingly Htstioned a guard near its entrance into ll 
lake, at the cabins of«ome flahermen. 

It aiXerwards appeared, thai these wretches had bei 
iu the employment of the British. On the twenty-«cc- 
unci, guided by them, the enemy came suddenly upon ihe 
American guard, and look them prisoners. The division 
under general Keane, by four o'clock in the morning 
reached the commencement of Villcre's canal, and haT> 
ing diaemburlied and rested some hours, proceeilcd 
through the cane-brake, and by two o'clock reached lh( 
'bank of the river. General Villei 
surrounded, as also that of his . 
Ronde ; but this officer, as well s 
fortunate as to elfect his escape, 
head quarters, communicated the 

The alarm guu was fired, 
with that promptitudi 






house was audilenlj 
sighbour. colonel U 
major Villere, was so 
Bud hastening lo tin 
telligence. 
id the commander 
for which be 



luarkable, instantly resolved on the only course ton 
pursued, which was, without the loss of a 
lo attack ihe enemy. Coflfee'a riflemen, stationed abo<^ 
the city, in one hour's time were at the place of rendet! 
vous; the battalion of major Ptauche had arrived bo^ 
the bayou, and the regulars and city volunteers n 
ready to march. By six o'clock the different corps veM 
united on Rodrigue's canal, six miles below^the 
The schooner Caroline, captain Henley, at the snnie 
dropped down the rivpr. The command of general Cof»" 
fse, together with captain Beale's riflemen, wore placfd 
on the leit, towards the woods ; the city volunteers and 
inen of colour, under Flauche and Duquiu ; the whule 
I under the command of colonel Ross, were staiioued to 
ft the right of these ; and next to them the two regiments 
Hpf regulars, the seventh and forly-fourth ; the artillery 
^Bld marines, under colonel M'Rea, occupied the roaJ. 
yfbe whole scmcely exceeded two thousand men. 
p The British force at this time amounted to three inou- 
Wnd, and insteail of pushing directly towards the city, 
d biouvacke^l, folly convinced that the most ditBcult 
larl of the enterprise was already achieved. 
■ Carroll's force was posted on the Gentilly road, lo pro- 
Ide against an attack frota that quartei'. Coflee was dl- 
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on the wood, at 
r, while the gen- 
eral assailed their strongest position near il. Commo- 
dora Patterson, who had gone on bonrd the Caroline, 
dropped down at ihe Bame timn, and was to open hia fire 
upon ihe enemy as the signal ol' atlark. The first inti- 
mation of the approach of the Ararrirans was a raking 
broadside from the schooner ; ihcir fires extending from 
the river, enabled the assailants to take deliberate aim. 
Coffee's men, with their usual impetuosity, rushed upon 
the right, and entered their camp, while Jackson's troops' 
in front, advanced upon them with great ardour. i 

The enemy, althoiig'h taken by surprise, and having | 
several hundreds suddenly killed and wounded, soon I 
formed, and their fires being extingiiished, came into ac- 
tion. A thick fog, which arose shortly after, producing 
some confusion in the different American corps, Jackson 
prudently called off his troopa, lay on the field that night, 
and at four in (he morning, took a position on Uie ouier . 
side of the canal of Rodrigue, .which formerly had beea ' 
a mill-race. 

The American loss was twenty-four killed, one hun- 
dred and fifteen wounded, and seventy-four prisoners, 
among whom were many of the principal inhabitants of 
tlie eity# Colimel Lauderdale, of Tennessee, a brave 
Boldier, fell much lamented. That of the British, was 
estimated at four hundred, in killed, wounded and mis- 
sing. Thev had intended to proceed to New Orleans lite 
next day, but were induced to be more cautious, having 
csiimated Jackson's force at fifteen thousand men. 

The general set to work iirmedialcly to fortify Ids po- 
sition. This was effected by a simple breastwork, from 
the river to the swamp, with a ditch in front. To hasten 
the construvtion of these works, cotton bags were used, 
as the cheeks of the embrazures. As the enemy wai 
atiU annoyed by the Caroline, they set to work in con- 
structing batteries to attack her, and on the tweniy-Bev- 
enth, threw hot shot, by which she was set on fire and 
blown up, about an liour after she was abandoned by h 
crew. The Louisiana, which then took her station, si 
lained the fire of all the batteries- until in immuvc^v^ da».- 
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ger. In lining her, the whole co-operative navBlforeen 
would be lost. Her coramander, lieutenaat Thompson, 
after encouniering many obstacles, finally succeeded in 
bringing her neu Jackaoa'a position. 

After the destruction or the Caroline, sir Edward Paclti 
enham, the British cemmandcr in chief, h&ring landM 
the main body of his array, with a Buflicicnt train of U 
tillery, superintended in person, the arrangements it 
fortifying his position. 

On the twenty-eighth, the British general advanced i^ 
the levee in force, with the intention of driving Jeckaa 
from his entrenchments ; and at the distance of half: 
mile, commenced attack with rockets, bombs, and a faeaf 
cannonade, as he approached the American works, whii 
were yet unfinished. The Louisiana, discharging h 
broadside upon the enemy's column, caused great i 
siruction ; the fire from the American batteries was » 
less destructive ; and after a violent struggle 
hours, the British general retired. 

The loss of ih.^ Americans was seven killed and dgl 
wounded ; among ihc former colonel Henderson, I 
Tenneasee. 'I'hai of the British, much more consider! 
ble. 

On the morning of the first of January, 1815, sir E 
ward Paekenhnni wag discovered to have cMistructi 
batteries near the American works, and at tlaylighl co« 
menced a heavy fire from them, which was well retura 
by Jackson. A bold attempt was, at the same time, tui 
to turn the left of the Americans ; but in this the eneO 
was completely repulsed. The British retired in the ei 
ning, from their batteries, having spiked their guns, s 
leaving behind a quantity of ammunitiun. The loss 
the Americans, on this occasion, was eleven killed, H 
twenty-ihree wormded. 

On the fourth. General Jackson was joined by W 
thousand five hundred Kentuckians, under general Ada! 
and on the sixth, the British were joined by general Lil 
belt, ai the heiul of four thousand men. The Brili 
force now amounted to Uttle short of fifteen thousand 
the finest troops ; that of the Americans to aboutR 
^UiU, clue&y raw fiuW.^i^iV- c.>iaAvLt;va.hie gartii 
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armed, and from ihe haste of their departure, badly suii- 
(Hied with clothing. All the private arms wliich the in- 
faabit&Dts possessed were collected, and the ladies of New 
Orleans occupied themselves continually in making diiTer- 
ent articles of clothing. The mayor of the city, Mr. 
Girod, was particularly active at this trying moment. 

The British general now prepared for a serious at- 
tempt on the American works. With ffreat labour he 
had completed, by the seventh, a canal ^om the swamp 
to the Mi^gissippi, by which he was enabled to transport 
& number of his boats to the river, ll was his intention 
to make a simultaneous attack on the main force of gen- 
eral Jackson on the left bank, and crossing the river to' 
attack the batteries on the right. 

The works of the American general were by this time 
completed. His front was a straight line of one thou- 
sand yards, defended by upwards of three thousand in- 
fantry and artillerists. The ditch contained five feet 
water, and his front from having been flooded by openi* 
ing the levees and frequent rains, was rendered slippery 
nud muddy. Eight distinct batteries were judiciously 
disposed, mounting in all twelve guns, of dift'erent cali- 
bres. On the opposite aide of the river there was a 
strong battery of fifteen gims, and the entrenchmenl9 
were occiqiied by general Morgan, with the Louinans 
militia, and of a strong detachment of the Kentucky 
troops. To guard against an attack from any other. 
quarter, colonel Reuben Kemper, with a few meni en- 
countering infinite diiKculties, had explored every pass 
and bayou, and on this subject had placed at eftse the 
mind of the commander in chief. 

On the memorable morning of the eighth of January, 
L'pneral Packenham, having detached colonel Thornton 
with a considerable force, to attack the works on the 
right bank of the rivi:r, moved with liis whole force, ex- 
ceeding twelve thousand men, in two divisions) und^i 
major generals Gibbs and Kean-; and a reserve nbder, 
iTfneral Lambert. The first of these officers was to niahe- 
ill' principal attack ; the two columns were supplied with 
■iling ladders and fascines. 
Thus prepared, the Americans patie.B.l\^ ^KtiWe.^. ■&* 
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tack, which would decide the fate of New Orleans, and 
perhaps of Louisiana. 

Tlie British deliberately advanced in solid colunuii, 
over an cveu plain, ia fraul of the American entrencb- 
mentH ; the men carrj'iiig besides their niuikets, fagciau. 
and some of them ladders. 

A dead silence prevailed, until they approached wilii-' 
in reach of the batteries, which commenced an incessanl 
and destructive cannonade ; they, noln'ilhstandinL^ ''•>"■ 
linued (o advance in tolerable order, closing up their 
ranks, as fast as they were opened by the fire ut ilie 
Americans. When they came' within reath, how^vci, of 
the musketry and rifles, these joined with the ariille^, 
and produced such dreadful havoc, ihut ihey were in- 
stantly thrown into confusion. 

Never was there so tremendous a lire, as that kupl uf 
from the American lines ; it was a continued -.triiii;! ; 
those behind loading for the men in front, enablcil iIj' n 
to fire with scarcely an intermission. The Briiiili iMi- 
iimns were litcrnlly swept away; hundreds fell at eviTT 
discharge. The British officers were now making nn 
effort lo rally their men, and in this attempt, their com- 
mander, a gallant officer, general Packcnham, was killi;<l- 

The two generals, Gibbe and Kean, succeeded inpnd 
ing forward their columns a second time ; but the aecon 
approach was more faEal than the first ; the coalioin 
rolling fire of the Americans, resembled peals of thn 
der. "tit was such «s no troops could withstand. 1% 
advancing columns broke, and no effort (o rally thcl 
could avail ; a few platoons, only, advanced lo the edg 
of the ditch, to meet a more certain destraction. Ai 
ivailing attempt was made to rally them a third tiDM 
by their officers, whose gallantry, on this occasion, d( 
I served a better fate, in a better cause, Uenerala Gtbb 
and Kean were carried away, severely wounded, the foi 
I mer mortally. 

The plain between the front of the British, sod thi 
American lines, was strewed with dead; so dreadful i 
carnage, considering (he length of time, and thenuinbi 
engaged, was perhaps never witnessed. Two tbousai 
at the lowest estimate, pressed the earth, besidea a SUIB* 
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ber of the woiimled, who were not aUe to esMpi?. The 
loss of the Americans did not exceed sevfti kilk-d nml 
six woonded. General Lamberi waa the only general 
officer left upon the field ; being unable to check the 
Iliffhl of the Britisb columns, he retired to liis encamp- 
In the menniime, the delaeliment under colonel Thorn- 
ton succeeded in landing on tho right bank, und immedi- 
ate]}' attacked the enireochment of general Morgan. 
The American right, believing itself outflanked, abandon- 
ed its position, while the left mnintaineil its ground for 
8ome time ; but finding itself deserted by those on the 
right, and being ouinombered by the enemy, lliey spiked 
their guns and retired. Colonel Thornton was severely 
wounded, and the command devolved on colonel Gob- 
bins, who, seeing (he fate of the aa^Bidi on ihe left bnnli, 
and receiving orders from general Lambert, recrosseJ 
the riyer. 

On the return of general Lambert to his cnnip, it was 
resolved, in consultation with admiral Cochrane, to retire 
tii their ahipping. This was effected with great secrecy ! 
and during the night of the eighteenth, their camp was 
entirely evacuated. From the nature of the country, it 
was found irapoasiblo to pursue them ; they left eight of 
their wounded, and fourteen pieces of artillery. Their 
loss in this fatal expedition was immense ; besides their 
generals, and a number of valuable officers, their force ^ 
was diminished by at least five thousand men. 

It was in vain, as in other instances, to conceal the 
truth of this affair; and the sensations which it produ- 
ced in Great Britain, are not easily described ; the con- 
duet of the minititry was regarded as shamefully dishon- 
ourable, in thus stretching forth one hand to receive the 
olive, which was tendered by America, and at the same 
lime secretly wielding a dagger with the other. 

Commodore Patterson despatched five boats, under 
Hr- Shields, purser on the New Orleans station, in order 
lo annoy the retreat of the British. This active and 
spirited officer succeeded in capturing several of their 
boats, and in taking s number of prisoners. 

The glorious defence of New Orleans, produced the 
33 
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most lively joy throughout the United S 
however, with pity for a brave enemy, who had i 
tered so disnEtrouii a defeat. f 

The British fleet had, at the same time, nscendl 
Mississippi, for the purpose of bombarding fort Bfl 
ip, which was commanded by major Overton ; but 
out beiag able to make any impreaaion. | 

There is but little doubt, that the object of Great 
ain was, to possess herself of Louisiana, and oblafl 
cession from Spain, draw a cordon round the I 
Slates, Bud by that means strangle this young Ha 
as it were in the cradle. It is well knowu, that on 
the fleet, they had brought all llie officers neceaHJ 
ihe estahlishment of a civil government, even a cd 
of the port ! i 

An American must tremble for hia country^ w|l 
looks back at the danger we have escaped. 'Hi 
British intended to deliver the cily of New OrivaJ 
sacked by their- soldiery, is very doubtful ; and 9 
high character of sdr Edward Fackenham, it hi 
improbable that he would have given, as the wM 
of the occasion, beauty and booty ; this was monl 
biy spoken by some of the inferior oflicers, wilb a 
of producing an excitement among I'le soldieiy. a 

We have given the events of this battle ia detd 
cause it may he considered aa the most iinpoitaij 
consequences, of any which occurred during ti 
' As it will always occupy a conspicuous place in t| 
iials of our country, we were unwilling to bring a 
compass so small as necessarily to omit many of J 

We turn now from this grand spectacle to the M 

a( the contemptible Cockburn, who was parsuiiu 

I dangerous, but more proStable occu|>alion, in robH 

I defenceless inhabitants of the Carolinas and 9 

The produce of the plantations, household furniti 

negroes were the trophies of his prowess. Leu 

mantle shade his memory from the light of mjlita 

naval renown. J 

The momentous intelligence of the defeat of t| 

ah at New Oleans, had scarcely ceased to openi 
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4he feelings of the people of the United States, when they 
received Ihe welcome news of peace. Theae two erents 
"^ere joyfully celebrated, , by illuminBtions throughout 
^his laud of freedom and independence. 

To ua the war is pregnant with important lessons. 
~\\'c- have acquired n knowledge of our weakness andof 
our strength. Our confeileralion will rise like a pyramid, 
3ta base eternal. Our best policy in peace, if honoura- 
T)le ; fair and honourable policy to oil nations, preferring 
justice ti> proiit. One lesson we have been laughl, which 
TPas worth the sum we have paid for the war : that wb 

ABE WEAK IS THE PURSUIT QT COSQUEST, BUT ALL POW- 
£BFDI. IN DEFFNtE. 



B^- CHAPER XVI. 

^^ General Vir.w of the United States. 

Having now brought the history of our country dowa ' 
-lo the dose of the war for " free trade and sailor's rights," 
"we may be allowed to take a glance at the progress which 
we have made in the acquisition of territory by treaty ' 
«nd purchase, and of the prospects which open before 
~mB. We now number twenty-four states, one district, 
nnd aiK lerriloriL-s, the boundaries wjiich follpw. 

The boundary on the side of the Spanish domioione, 

according to the treaty wiih Spain, ratified in 1821, he- * 

^na on the gulf of Mexico, at the mouth of the river So- 

'1>ine, and proceeds along the west bank of that river I 

-'■.r 33d degree of N. lat. ; thence, by a line doe north, t 

: river ; thence up that river, to the meridian of lOO 

:ri'C3 W, Ion. ; thence due north along that meridian 

I ilie riwt'r Arkansas ; thence, along the south bunk of 

the Arkansas lu its source ; thence duo north it south as 

the case may be, to the parallel of 42 degrees N. lat. and 

thence, along that parallel, to iho Pacific Ocean. On the 

pof the British domiuions, the honndaT^ \)ii^%?.\o.'*\.* 
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Aikntic ocean, at the mouth of the river St. Croix, iWl" 
proceeds up that river to its source; thence, due noiArp 
to the highlands which separate the waters falling ill 
the St. Lawrence from those which fall into the Atlan^A 
thence, along those highlands, in a 8. W. directiDnf 4| 
the parallel of 45 degrees N. lal. ; thence along that pi 
ellel to the river St. Lawrence ; end thence, up tkitfil 
er, and the great lakes Ontario, Erie, Huron, and 8iqMi 
or, to llie raojit northwestern point of the Lake (^ d| 
Wood.1. By the treaty with Great Britain in 1819, t 



boundary line proc 



due north o 



■ulh. 



from the last mentioned p 
as the case may be, to the para' 
id thence, due west along that pt 

iountaiiis. The boundary betw . 
s and the Pacifi(! Ocean remaiDinf 



49 degrees N. lat. 
lei to the Rocky 
the Rocky Mouuta 
settled. 

The slates are arranged according to their loctiiaoi 
thus ; Eastern- — Maiitte, New Hampshire, MassflfbO' 
setts, Vermont, Rhode Island, Connecticut, six. 
die — New York, New Jersey, Pennaylvania, Dehl 
Maryland, jive. Sftutkern — Virginih, Nortb 
South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississipj 
ana, SEDfim. Western — Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, 
diana, Illinois, Missouri, six. District of Columbia, Hk 
icaluf ibe general government, a traetof ten milcti sqiwa 
Tervitarics — Michigan, Northwest, Arkansas, Mi-isonn, 
Oregon, Florida, vix. States, District, and Terriloriev 
in all thirty-one. The extent from south to north. Ji 
tweniy-foor degrees, comprehended between 36" aud it" 
hortti latilude, and from east to west, fifty-eight de^ 
eleven minutes, west longitude, included between Ot 
and 135". The whole containing two millions of w 
miles. 

By the census of 1820, the whole papulation wasi 
millions, six hundred and forty-one thouaand, 
dred and eiglitj-four. The District of Columbia, beinj 
of small extent, and embracing three populous pbf-t* 
Washington, Alexandria, and Georgetown, c.onlain- lii" 
most dense population, arid averages three bunilnd ai^i 
thirty onasi^nare mile. Next in population is JM..;-.icJiu- 
setts, wlikli bii= a>:\-tfi\vj-V\No ou, \\ife«iiii^cg milp. \Mr 
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t---ficBl fifty-eifhl, and Rhode Inland fifty-three. Dela- 
ire thirty-four, New York ihirty ; Maryland twenty- 
ise; New Hampshire twenty-six, Vermuat and Fenn- 
Ivania tweuly-lhree ; South Caruliaa twenty ; Virgin- 
aeventeen; Ohio fifteen; Kentucky and North Caroli- 
L thirteen ; Tennessee eleven ; Geor^^ia six ; LouiaiaMa 
Ul Alabama three) Missiseippi two ; Illinois and Mis- 
>nri one ; Michigan contains one inhabitant to about five 
^Uare miles; Northwest unknown; Arkansas, Mit'son- 
i, and Oregon, contains million of »qnare miles; and 
be first more than fourteen thousand inhabitants. Fior- 
ike haa about one inhabitant to tliree square miles. 

With a knowledge of the qualities of the soil, health!* 
Kss of the clime, water privileges and communicatione, 
hose who wish to emigrate, can determine cm the most 
rUgible situation with a tolerable degree of accuracvi ac- 
nidiuE to the business which they propose to pursne. 

Another consideration with those who wish to change 
hat place of residence, may sometimes be taken into the 
ccount, and this is the prevalence of religious opinion. 
['aking the whole of the Uuion collectively, the principal 
eligious denominations are Fresbyterians and Congrega- 
ioualists, who have together more than 2,500 congrega- 
ions ; the Bapljats, who have more than 3000 congrega- 
ions ; the Friends, who have more than 500 societies; 
ind the Episcopalians, who have about 300. Thu Meth- 
itliate, also, are very numerous. I'Jie Baptists and Meih- 
idists are found in all parts of the United States : the 
IJougregationaliitta are almost wholly in New England ; 
he Presbyterians are scailered over the Middle and 
Southern States; the Friends are most numerous in 
Pennsylvania and the adjoining states, and the Episcopa- 
liana in New York, Connecticut, Maryland, and Virgin- 
ia. German Lutherans, German Calvinisls, and Mora- 
rians are also numerous in the Middle States. 

But besides these, the Unitarians are a fast Increasing 
sect, of which a majority of the Congrfgational sodetiei 
in Boston, are known to be, and more or. less, the doe- 
trine is spreading through the United Slates, though ihe 
tnincipal part of the societies ttre supposed to be in New 
£ugjand. The Univcrsaligts arealeo numeiousinAIaiii^ 
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Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Vermont ; and in 
llie western counties of New York ihey abound. H 
New York city and Philadelphia, are aeveral churcbei; 
aud in South Carohna, Ohio, Alabama and Georgia, the] 
■re fast increasing;. 

LNext to religious opinions, the sort of people *iiiob 
vhom we purpose to lix a permanent abode, may i 
, properly be considered. Of the United States the inl 
itaiits consist of whites, negroes, and Indiana. 

The negroes are generally slaves, and are prineipsB 
confined to the states south of Pennsylvania and the rir 
Ohio. All the whites are of European origin ; prim 
pally English. The New. Englanders, Virginians, a 
Carolinians are almost purely English. Next to the Ei 
hsh are the Germans, who are very nnmerous in the Hi 
die States, particularly in Pennsylvania. Next to ll 
Germans are the Dutch, who are most numerous in Kq 
York. The French constitute nearly half the popDlativ 
of Louisiana. The Irish and Scotch are found in tl 
Middle Stales, in the back parts of Virginia, and in all l) 
principal cities of the Union. Very little is known aho 
the Indians west of the Mississippi. The four prinei] 
tribes on the east of the Mississippi are the Ct ' 
Choctaws, Cherokees, and Chickasaws. These t 
lire within the chartered limits of Georgia, 
Mississippi and Tennessee. 

In a country of such great extent, the habits, n 

and general occupations of the people will of coi 

fer materially. The eaatern, or New England StsieSi i 

tiie interior portions, have until lately, devoted their ■ 

tcntion principally lo agriculture, conlined to such U 

cles as are of prime necessity in sustaining life. The ci 

ies and towns on the seaboard, have attended to the 6» 

eries and commerce generally. Lately tliey hare bd 

. led to manufactures, particularly of cloths andcottaB,£ 

kvhich their various streams are well adapted. The r 

Mtrictions on commerce, if continued, will probably dlt 

■ tnostof the capital hitherto occupied in for«igD M 

merce, into this channel. The immense foreats in m 

the states, will, however, occupy numbers in the b 

:r trade, for years to come. 
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New England undoubtedly holds the first rank in liter- 
aliire, coramerce, ttnterprise, and wealth, but in grandeur 
and sublimity, and the natural means of wealth, the west- 
ern slates are more than successful rivals. The plains 
aiid mouiilainsi and rivers and forests of the newly settled 
jiuria of the nciv world, have no parallL-1 in the eastern 
continent Tbe following' description of llic Prairies of 
Louisiana is esirocled from NiJes' Uegisler, a work not 
exceeded in thin rountrv for the extent and value of its 



The districts of Altaknpss and Oppeloiisas which 
stretch nlong the Mexican guljili, fmm the Atlchaflallaya- 
to the Sabir.e, are scarcely known to geographers, though; 
. they form a most inieresiing portion of the republic 
The fertility of the soil, the value of its products — the 
immense natural meadows which cover five eighths of ih© 
country, and their peculiar fitness for feeding cuttle, are 
all worthy the attention of the shoals of emigrants who 
arc seeking .wealth or liberty, lo the west and south. 
I'he accounts published by Brackenridge and Darby are 
mast to be relied on ; but neither of those writers have 
been sufficiently explicit, though each enjoyed opportu- 
nities of acijuiring better information. The following 
stnlcment may, perhaps, be perused with some interest 
by such us are pleaaed to note the rapid march which our 
country is making to power, and gire the reader some 
idea of the vust lesourcra of Louisiana. 

About the year 1755, a few French traders commenced 
a trafhij forpeltiy with tha Indians, who iuliabited lhos& 
prairioB. They were soon followed by others, who re— 
uiarking tile great profits to be realized from stock rais-: 
ing, introduced horned cattle into the country. Their 
success encouraged others to adventure : and we find 
from the census of 1785, that Aliakapas and Oppelousaa 
[hen contained HiiOQ inliabitants. - In the year ISOL their 
population was rated at Ttiol), of which 3500 were alaree. 
Up to the last named epocha, stock raising formed the 
almost exclusive occupation of the inhabiiants. They 
supplied New Orleans and the Mississippi coast with beef, 
al the rale of one cent and a fourth per pound ; but even 
ai thU price, many bad amassed money enough to pur- 
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chase slaves nnd commence farming establishments. 
The American government, which look place enrly in 
1904, gitve new ctimu)(is, and induced the. inhabilaoW 
to turn their atientiun mure to planting. The soil - 
iind climate uniting with their exertions and indus-' 
try, have secured to ihe first planters of those district* t 
moflt enTiuble independence. A fewyeorsago iheywan 
u horde of shephfrds, cunae<i«ently a hardy and virtuous- 
nice. Of Inte iheir plan of life has changed, and theiri 
means rapidly increased, without introducing the ihum- 
im'l fictious WBDts, which usually tr-,ivel in the train oS' 
uealth. Even now, it is no uncooimon sight to see i 
planter of those countries, owning, perhaps, seventjr o 
i-tghty slaves, clad in the product of his wife's loom, a< 
lending to his hort-es, oxen. Or crop, with more aasidmt]R| 
and olteniiim than characterises a Carolina overseer > 
yet, if a stranger visits him, he mil find hia table Crowt 
i-d vHth the besi wines of the world, and no lack of mteU 
ligence or any thing else which forms good cbeoa 
Riclies here, appear In add only to the comfofis of the! 
pLiBseEEor. without forming the invidions disiincttoi 
among men which asist in other parts of the world 
The ease with which they are acquired, may be tbereti 
on of this — but tlie detached situation of the country • 
cutints for it more rationally. Besides, the population 
Ds yet quite thinly scattered over an immense territoi); 
and wherever this is the case, we do not usually find ■' 
many of those little presuming animals, wearing th 
i^hapoB of men, n'hich are such great nuisances in Oiich 
ly inhahited countries. 

In IBIO, Allakapas and OppelouBBS, contained 13,71 
souls. For two years afier the census was taken then 
AVBS a great emigration to the country. It was stoppe 
early in 1813, by the pressure of the war ; but since di 
peace, it has recommenced. At present (Sept, 1817,] 
feel confident the population would ho estimaled loo Iff' 
«i 20,00a 

It is the ctistom for tlie rich and gay yonng peoj^e i 
Louisiana and Mississippi, to spend their carnival at Nb 
Orleans. The health enjoyed by the young ladies of tl 
prairies, added to th^r active and industrtous hataH 
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gives ihem bloom and beanly which cast the belles of 
other districts into the shade. It is a singular fact, that 
for thirteen winters post, llie reigning toast in the Orleana 
ball rooms has been, almost, always from Attakapas, or 
Oppelousas. 

The topography of those countries are prettv aecurate- 
I3' delineated on Darby's map of Louisiana. Mis book is 
a very inferior production 10 his map, and not much to 
i)« relied on as useful information. I will here add a 
few words concerning the soil aod its productions, but as 
these vary in an exloul of country, containing about 
300,000 square miles, I will consider the dislricts separ- 
ately. 

Oppelousas, lying to the north-west of Attakapas, is 
well calculated for a grazing country. I19 priaries are 
very eslensire, and the greater parts of the land aecond 
and third rale. The lands of Ihc beat quality in thi» 
country are in its south west corner, ciiiisisting of a strip 
about twenty-sis miles long and eight wide. In this tract 
ure Eituated many large plantations which yield immeoee < 
pro tils to their proprietors. The, northern part of the 
country, bordering on Rapide district, is poor land, and 
the western section which skirts the Gulph and the River 
Saliine is little better. Those lands, however, produce 
tolerable corn, and a coarse luxuriant grass wluch c«& 
feed cattle enough to supply the home and West Indie 
markets, 

Attakapas is divided into two parishes, St, Mary and 
Si. Martin. The Vermillion river rises in Oppelouaaa, . 
and on entering Sr. Martin's becom(^s a coni^iderable 
.•stream. The lands on lis banks are high and generally 
of ibe beat quality. After a course of ninety miles in 
this pnriah it fails into the buy of the same name near the 
30ilt degree of north laiiluilc. Between tlie Vermillion 
and the Minion (the western limit of Attakapas) lies a 
pi-uirie cuuniry which in soil is nothing temarkable, but ■ 
9i("i'ds excellent pnstui-uge. 

Tite Tcsche, likewise, rises in Oppelot 
source of tlie Vermillion. Its gciierni course is to ihesouth 
ttrpt, pierciug the western sections of Hi. Hariin and St. ' 
Jtiiiiy. .ItUiceta the AkhulTallitva at DevvjicWsWi,'- ' 
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U Dari|^blc for seventy miles from its mooth for die 
largest boat«. and for smaller craft almost lo its source. 
FromjlheliDeof Oppelouaas to Berwick's bay, a disunce 
of more thau Dinely miles, there ia no soi] on its banfea 
which is not tirsi rate. Xe it approaches Lbe sea, howeT- 
er, the iHiid ia thought to improve, tind the climate cet- 
taialy becomes more favorable to the culture of anpi. 
Between the upper part of the Teschc and the Yemil- 
lion, in the Parish of St. Martin, lies & rich tract of cotm- 
try principally prairie. ' It ia as yet very partially settled) 
owing to the scarcity of wood. This cannot formaper- 
manent impcdimenl, as trees, when planted in ^OM 
meadows and shielded from llie vernal burnioga of dK 
grass, thrives faster than any soil I have ever seen. Sst^ 
ral persons have already tried the experiment, and Goi 
four or five years sufficient to grow any supply of lire 
wood they may want. Besides, there is not any part of 
the Tick meiidows of Allakapas more than five miles dis- 
tant from plenty of wood. The clidlate is, at the sune 
time so mild that fuel is little wanted but for tKe kitcfatf- 

The good lands o£ Oppelousas and St. Martin's Utt 
best adapted to the culture of cotton. They sent to Nbw>> 
Orleans last year 6,000 bales of . fine cotton, and if t]M| 
whole of their rich soil was cultivated might produce ad 
uually mure than sisiy thousand bales. About five thetfl 
sand steers are each year exported from those diatrictj 
which sell at home for twelve dollars each. M 

The pariah of St. Mary's being the southern pftrt <n| 
the tract of country under consideration, is well adaptefl 
for the cullurc of sugitr. This was doubted until aoom 
of llie enterprising American emigrants tested it, in tbfl 
last two years, by the most successful experiments. Ilifl 
found to succeed as well, if not belt^, than on the Mtw 
sissippi. and ihe cane is certainly brought to matu^l 
with b-sH labor. Cotton also succeeds remarkably wafl 
but will eoon give way to sugar. In the vear 18IB, 1^ 
parish, with a pi.pulalion of aboui 3,000' aoula, seal fl 
market 3,500 bales of cotton. 900 hogsheuds of align 
and 800 beef cattle, which sold for 350,000 doUnra. ^J 

Home su^r has been cultivated in OppduutsuB and Sil 
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Martin's, but owing to mismanugement, or the climate, it 
has not succeeded well. 

The parish of St. Mary is in no place more than [en 
miles wide, having the sea on on^ side and lake Piatt and 
the Attchaffallava on the other, which may have an influ- 
ence on the early frosts, and protect the cane crop till it 
reaches maturity. 

The Tesche Innda lie mostly from ten lo fifteen feet 
above the highest swells produced by the MisHissippi 
floods. In the year 1813 and 16, when there were very 
great freshets, the lakes between the prairies and the Mis- 
sissippi, and with them the Tesche, rose about eight feet 
above their common level. But a recurrence of this can 
scarcely be expected, as the levees on the Great River 
are rapidly extending, which will prevent iti waters from 
flowing into the lakes. But even if the levees should be 
demolished, the prairies are loo high ever to be inunda- 
ted. 

The Vermillion is never affected by the Mississippi. 
The lands on its banks (and indeed in every other part of 
the country except the Tesclie) are from 30 to 100 feet 
above the level of the sea. 

Sloops of 100 tons can ascend to the Tesche lo Nova 
Iberia, 60 miles from its mouth, though the produce of 
the country is seldom carried direct to the ucean, the 
Tesche, AitchufTallsya cummunicutewith the Mississippi 
by the Lafourch and Plaquamine — a voyage from any 
part of those rivers can be easily made to New Orleans 
in nine days. 

Along the coast of Attakapas are found four islands, 
viz. Belle Isle, Cole Blanche, Grand Colo, and Petite 
Ance, which bear no resemblance to the main land, and 
appear to be remnants of some ancient continent. They 
rise sevcml hundred feet above the tides, and I would 
suppose originally belonged to a high diversified coun- 
try. Be this as it may, they have a very fertile soil and 
produce the best sugar and cotton of Louisiana. The 
four islands contain about TOGO superficial acres of good 
land. There are sugar establishmens on all but Belle 
isle. There are other islands lying in the Attchaffallya, 
or Berwick's bay, which have a very good soil, but ouce 
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.'ears have been liable 
wt'lU iif the Mississippi, 
about une tjiird of IJie popula 
In St. ManiD'a one 6ftli, and iri St. Marft 

iety. The rest arc princtpolly Freoch. 
lugtiout [he whole country are to be Iml ttl 
; though thoy are rising every day in t»V 
lori tracts in the parish of St. Mary'a, with plenty 
of wood, may ho hail for two aiid three 'luUars the acm 
With a salubrious cliranle, a rich soil and inilRsmow 
population, Aiuktipas anil Opeloiisas will soon not tiatj 
be called the richest counties of Louisittiin, but outstrip 
in agriculture any seetwii of the union. Siirh a cnvamj 
is worthy of observation, and with the hope tliat the r»- 
marks I have made may result to the ndvaiiiags of eifr 
grants. 1 submit them to my countrymen. 



Comparative Estimate of llie 
\ POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATE* 



^> The northern and eastern sections of the UnioD «rfl fir 
leas favoured by nature for the prodnclion of the fnilll 
of tiie earth, than ihe southern and western. And henct 
emigrations are frequent, and the drain of inhabinBt» ^ 
great. And yet the fact is evident, that in New Englatd 
the population is constantly and rapidly incrc-adng. Bf 
comparing the census of iSIO with that of 1620, we per- 
ceive a very regular progression, and with very few ei- 
cepliona, an increase equal to that which might be ex- 
pected, even without the loss of emigrants. Duriii; ibf 
1 l«n years mentioned, in Maine, the most bnrren state in 
N«w England, the nctt gain of inhabitiints was n«ir 
[ 10,000 being an addition of nearly one third of its formei 
F numbers. The increase was in all the counties. In ibt 
i flitme tlmo New Hampshire gained about 30,000, beiog u 
increaae of more than one ninth of her former numl^. 
and no loss in either of lier counties. In Vermont. tb« 
increase was about 18,000, and no loss iu any section o! 
Ihe state. In Massachusetts, the gain was 61,000, befn; 
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m increase of about one eiglilh. Berkshire county los» 
wo hundred and Ecventeen, and Duke's county gained 
<ut two. In Rhode Island, tlie gain was much less than 
lig'ht be expected, considering ihe fiourishing slate of 
lanufactures, and the encouragement held oiil to enter- 
irise. The whole increase was but about 6,000, being 
ne twelfth of her former population. In Newport 
ounty^ the loss was about five hundred. In Connecticut, 
he gain was 14,000, being an increase of about one- 
wentieth of its former numbers.. Thus the nelt increase 
a the New England slates, during ten years, was 183,000. 
We come now to the great slata o£ New York, which 
B divided into four large districts, viz. Soulh, Middle, 
Saatern, and Western. The gain of inhabitants in the 
South, during ten years, was nearly 30,000, of which 
Sew York city and county rcccired about 27,000. The 
lain in the Middle district was 37,000. In the Eastern, 



was 23,000, in which ia Washington county, 
irhich lost during this lime, nearly six thousand. The- 
greatest increment was in ihe Western district, which 
learly doubled in the aggregate, and some of the couti* 
Lies of wWch, more than tripled their former numbers. 
St. Lawrence, Courllajid, Broome, and Ontario doubled ; 
ind Genesee increased more than four fold. The whole 
gain in the state was 413,703, which is an addition to the 
census of 1810, of one half, wanting a. fraction. The 
population of the state may now be fairly estimated at 
sixteen hundred thousand. New Jersey exJiibils a regu- 
lar progression, having added to hec population but ihlr- 
ty-two thousand, each of the counties having contributed 
about a fair proportion. The addition is about one sev- 
enth in ten years. Pcnnsyhaiiia exhibits a considerable 
increase during this period^but tlie result in the dilTerent 
counties is very unequal, Cleafield,. Erie, Jefferson^ 
JI'Kean, Tioga, and Warren, have about doubled, and 
some of Ihem more than tripled ibeir numbers, while 
Cumberland, Dauphin, and Northampton, have lost thou- 
sands, and Northumberlantf, alone, twenty -one thousand, 
heing three thousand more than half its former inhablt- 
aints. The whole increment, to the stale dui-ing ten 
Years, was 239,307, of which Philadelphia cU^ *\v4-'yi-«&^ • 
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ty claim nearly Iwentf-stx thousand. Delaware had 
gainctl but sevenly-five during ihia time, ihe \?hole pop* 
ulalioii in IS20, amounling to less than 73,000. In Ma- 
ryland, the following counties diminished aboiit thirlee» 
ihousnud in ten years, viz. Chnrles, Montgomery, Har- 
ford, Queen Ann, and Durchester. The tvhole gain in 
the state, hnwcver, was near twenty-seven Chotisaiid, the 
whole population being more than four hundred and an- 
en thousand. 

Having now come in course to the District of CoIduk 
bia, a particular description may be desirable, at least »>■ 
far as the principal city is worthy of note. 

Washington city, the metropolis of the United 8t»W», 
is plciisanlly situated on the N. E. bnnlt of the river Po- 
tomac, at the point uf land formed by the junction of ihg 
Eastern branch, 300 miles from the mouth of the rirei^ 
and three miles below the head of the.tide- It is scpart', 
led from Georgetown on the N. W. by Rock creek, aol 
Tyber creek passes through the middle of the rity. 
Washington is regularly laid out in streets riinniag dui! 
north and south, intersected by others ai right anglw 
Besides these streets, which are from 80 to 1 10 feet wid* 
there are avenues, from 130 to 160 feel broad, whifh H 
Tcrge from centres in various parts of the city, CFOssil 
the othc.r streets transversely. At the points from wWx 
the avenues diverge are spacious si^uaree. The gronB 
embraced in the plan of the city is very extensive, W 
only a small portion of it is yet occupied with buildiiij|l 

The principal public buildings and eslablishmenla Wl 
I. The Capitolt which is finely situated on an eminettM 
commanding a view of every part of the city, and a coV 
•iderable portion of the adjacent country. AccordingH 
the original plan, it ia to be composed of a central sdi£^ 
and two wings. The two wings were in a stale of colt 
•iderable forwardness iu 1814, when the Britii:h om]^ 
under general Ross, gained possession of the city, tni 
destroyed them, together with the President's honseUll 
other public structures, and an extensive library, wl>W 
had been purchased for the use of Congress. The wivp 
of the capilol are now rebuilt, and the central h\al^ 
baa been comincnce>\. Ike w\(v^» wt naali l(JQ fi' 
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squore, and the whole building, when completeJ, will be 
a magnificent edifice, preaentinga front of 363 feet. 2. 
The President's house, situated about a mile and a half 
west of the capitol, on the avcnnc leading to George- 
town. It is 170 feet by 85, and two Blories high. 3. 
Four spacious buildings erected in the vicinity of the 
President's house, for the accommodation of the heads 
«f the great departments of government. 4. An esten- 
eire navy yard, situated on the Eastern branch, which 
forms a safe and commodious harbour. 6. A fort, which, 
from the extFeme southern point of the land on which the 
city stands, commands the channel of the Potomac, and, 
6. the general posl-ofHce, a brick edifice, about a mile 
W. N. W. of the capitol. The style of the architecture 
of the capitol is Corinthian, and that of the president'* 
house, Ionic ; and both btiitdings are constructed of free 
stone. The capitol square is enclosed by a strong snd 
handaomc iron railing ; and being planted with trees, and<^ 
otherwise ornamented, will afford a delightful walk foi^ 
the inhabitants and visiters of the city. The amounf 
expended by the United States on the public buildings, 
previously to their destruction by the British, in Augusti, 
1814, was $1,214,291, and there have been appropriateff 
totvards refiuilding th'e same, 81,207,78^. . 

Besides ihe.buildings and establishments above enu-' 
merated, Washington contains a city hall, a theatre, a, 
college, 4 banlis, several manufacturing establishments, 
and 12 houses for public worship, 3 for Presbyterians, 2. 
for EpiscopalianB, 3 for Baptists, 2 for Methodists, 2 for ' 
Catholics, and 1 for Friends. There is a bridge about 
one mile long over the Potomac, three over the Elastem 
Branch, and 2 over Rock creek. The population of 
Washington ip 1800 was 3,210 ; in >8I0, 8,208 ; and ia 
1830, 13,247, of whom 3,741 wevc blacks. 

The whole gain in the district, during tcn'years, was 
Bine thousand. 

The southern slates «xeept Alabama, Mississippi, and 
Louisiana, afford but Bmail inducements for the aettle- 
ineat of emigrants. The two former have considerably 
increased, and the latter nearly doubled her numbers in 
ien years. Tennessee has increased in the same ration 
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ind Kentuck]' liaa gaincLl more ihan fificeti ihaoaand afri 
nually, numbering at the last conaiis nearly six iLundni 
thousand. But in point or gain in numbers, Ohio t ' 
the lead of all her sister states, having increased 1 
1810 to 1820, 350,674, and, at the last census, was noM 
down at 618, 434. 

Having now digressed a little Troro the track of b 

S, without entirety losing our way, we shall return to the 
read of our work, as connected more particularly wii 
the doings of our goyernmenl. 



I 



CHAPER XVII. 

President Monroe's Administration. 



Mr. Monroe was sworn into office as PresitleDt of I 
United Stales, on ibe fourth of March, 1817, and entei 
on his duties, under favourable auspices. On Iiis 
aion to the presidency, the country was in a prosperot 
Stale. War had ceased, and with it much of the nspei'' 
of political excitement, and party bickering. But to 
pair the losses of the war, and to regain the commeri 
prosperity which had been nearly annihilated, was i 
the work of a moment. Much of the commerce to whi 
our attention had been turned, had fallen into other ' 
and ship building excepting for the navy, had been ni 
ly forgotten. Our country was inundated by foreigs 
fabrics, and the specie which had been borrowed at a grcot 
premium was fast leaving the country. But still, the in' 
augural address of the president was encouraging, anil 
he anticipated a return of our former prosperity. 

During the summer and autumn of 1617, the pfei 
made a tour through the northern and eastern sectiOM; 
the union, where his presence was welcomed witli 
greatest cordiality, and parly feeling seemed mergedi 
national patriotism. Dut, in this journey, (he nat' ~ 
"iteresta were t^ ptVncipaY o\b\ec\» \A\?,t %\j.ras had 




THE UNITED STATES. 393 

appropriated hy the uattoiiRl legislature for the defence 
of ihe sea coast, the anfcly of our inland froulier, the 
increase of the navy, and the es tab! i ah me ale of national 
docks ; the siiperinleiidence of which was committed to 
the president. That he might discharge his duties with 
fidelity ant) judgment, he determined to obtain llie neccs- 
oary information by personal observation. From Wash- 
ington, which he left on the first of June, he went by 
land to Boston, pnesing through the principal cities on 
his route, amidst the congralnlationa and benedictions of 
a happy people. From Boston, where he spent several 
days, he passed through Salem, Newbiiryport, and Ports- 
mouth to Portland, whence hia course wasdirected to Plalli- 
burgh, New-York.- This important post occupied his 
attention several days. His course thence was directed 
to Detroit, through Ggdensburg and Sackells' Harbour. 
On the nth of September, ho anired at Washington, 
having travelled three thousand miles in little more than 
; three months. 

On (he first of December, congress convened ; and 
the message of the president slated that our national 
^ credit ■(^pa rising, and thai the defences of the country 
were in a state of forwardness ; that arrangements were 
made with GreatBriiain, to reduce the naval force of {he 
two countries on the la^es; that each country was lAc' 
tain possession of the Islands as before the lute war.; and 
that our foreign relations were of a pacific character. 
He also specially recommended the officers and soldiers i 
of the revolutionary army, to the notice of congress, and 
prcasingly advocated a repeal of the internal duties, as 
needless to be continued any longer. 

Mississippi was admitted into the union, as an inde- 
pendent stale, on the eleventh, with the usual formalities. 
In the course of the same month, an expedition which 
had been set on foot against Florida, by foreign fidvcnl- 
urers, was checked by the troops Of the United States. 
The actors claimed anthorily under the colonies of 
South America, and had formed an establishment at A- 
melia Island, a Spanish province. The American gov- 
ernment therefore saw proper to take possession of the 
k&knd, and break up the haunt of a lawleea banditti. ' 

33' 
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Another establishment similar in its profession and 
pr&ctices, was formed at GaWezton, an Island i 
Texas coast belonging lo the United Slates. 81 
considerable numbers were thus smuggled into thi 
try, and importations of goods were made throu^ 
same channel, in a clandestine manner. A uaval foKi^ 
with troops was sent against them, and the Island suirW' 
dered without loss of blood. 

During this session several important bills passed thf 
ordeal of conijresg, particularly that for the relief of rsT- 
olulionary officers and soldiers. In April 1819, Illinoit 
adopted a stale constitution, and in December following) 
waa admitted into the union. 

In May 1818, the president left Washington, to Tien 
the extensive shores of the Chesapeake bay, and embark- 
ing at Annapolis, examined the coast and waters, willii 
ricw of ascertaining the propriety of establishing a tit 
ral depot in that vicinity, and haring accomplished the 
object of his visit, returned through Virginia, to the sen 
of government, which he reached on the 17th of Jane 
He every where experienced the same welcoma recep 
tion which he met in his lour through the northern stale 
during the preceding year. 

On the 37lh of May, the president and senate nlifisl 
the treaty, concluded between Mr. Russel and the Si 
dish government, and the same was ratified by the ' ' 
of Sweden, on the iMth of July following. 

The Seminole Indians, urged on as is supposed by 
eign emissaries who resided among them, and seTeril 
murders were committed, but the Indiana refused (o eiTC 
up the guilty, alleging that the whites were the origioBl 
, aggressors. In consequence of this refusal, gcnenl 
Gaines was ordered to remove discrelioually, such lo' 
dians as were still on the lands ceded by tlie Creek* K 
g the United Slates. 

, In the esecution of this order one man and woraen-wu 

"lUed, and two women made prisoners. Soonafler lliiik 
. le Indians tired on a second detachment who resisltJ 
pem, and a skirmish ensued, in which several were kil- 

dand wounded. 
.'-Shortly after this event, lieutenuit Scott, with *.it 
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tMhment of forly men, sevco women, anrf eomo children, 
Dsceacluig the AppaluchJcolo, with supplies for the gar- 
rison St Fort Scolt, were attacked, and the whole party 
^Ued, excepting six men, who made their escape, and a 
jwofnan who was taken prisoner. 

, From this time, the war became serious. The Indians, 
in eoBsiderable numbers, were embodied, and an open at- 
Itock was made on Fort Scott, tn which general Gainei 
Iwithabouteix hundred regular aoldicra was for a time con- 
jfiued. Information of tbi^ state of things being communi- 
jcatedto the department of war, gcncraJ Jackson was or- 
idered, December 26, to take the lield, and directed if he 
lahould deem the force with general Gaines, amounting to 
I one thousand and eight hundred men, insufficient to cope 
with tbeenemy, "to call on the executives of the adja- 
icent states, fur such an additional mililia force as he 
might deem requisite." On the receipt of this order, 
general Jackson prepared to comply ; butinslead of call- 
ing on the executives of the neighbouring statee, espe- 
cially on the governor of Tennessee, who liwid near his 
residence, he addressed n circular to the patriots of West 
Tennessee, inviting one thousiind of them to join hia 
standard. 

At the same time he wrote to the governor of Tennes- 
see, M'Minn, informing him of the appeal he had made 
to the men whom he had led to vtclory on (lie plains of 
Talledega, Emuckfau, and Tohopeko, and added, "should 
the appeal prove inefficacious, I will embrace tha earliest 
opportunity of making the requisition on you for a like 
number of drafted militia." The call of general Jackson 
was promptly obeyed, and the thousand volunteers, offi- 
cered by the general, or by the volunteers themselTei, 
were ordered to Fort Scott. 

Before taking up his march, he wrote, Sun. 12lh, to 
the secretary of war, apprising him of the appeal he had 
made to the Tennesseenns, assigning as his reason for 
such 'ft step, that he deemed the foree with gener- 
al Gainea, one thousand eight hundred, insufficient, and 
" that the greater portion of this number were drafted 
loilitis from Georgia, who might apply for their discharge 
at .the expiration of three months from the lima thsy 
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were inuslercil," about the Lime lie slioiild probably rearh 
Fort Scott. To ihia comniunicalion the secretary repli- 
ed — " I hove the houour to acquaint you of the ealire ap- 
probation of the President, of al! themeaaurea which yon 
ha\'e adopted to terminsle the rupture with the Indians." 
Believing llial the Seininoles coulj not be subdued, 
unless they were followed into Florida, general JaekaoB 
marched upon St. Marks, a weak garrison, where a por- 
tion of them had taken refuge. Possession of the fori 
was taken easily, and occupied by Jackson as an Ameri- 
can post. Tlie ninin army then marched to Suwaney 
river, where they consumed an Indiiin village. At (hi) 
time the court martial was held, ut which Alt^T^ander Ar- 
buthnot, and Robert C, Arabriater were tried and con- 
demned to death. Two Indian Chiefs were bung TviiliuW 
trial. The following is extracted from the doings of the 

" The court, on examination of evidence, and on nti- 
ture deliberation, find the prisoner, Robert C. Ambmter, 
guilty of the first «nd second charges, and do iherefofe . 
sentence him to autfer death by being skot. The i 
bers requesting a reconsideration of the vote on this 
lence, and it being had, they sentence the prisoner W it 
ceive fifty stripes on bis bare back, and be eon£ne<l wilS 
a ball and chain, to hard labour for twelve calend ' 
months. The commanding general approves the fiOiUi 
and sentence of the court, in the case of A. ArbvtItDn 
and approves the finding and first senlencc cf the cofflT 
in the case of Robert C. Ambrister, anrl disapproTe* ll 
reconsideration of the sentence of the honourable c< 
s case. 
"It appears from the evidence and pleading of tl 
'soner, that he did lead and command wilhin the Un>''fl 
J of Spain, (being a subject oi Great Britain,) the I»"B 
' flians in war against the United States, those nations b*'l 
ing at pence. It is an established principle of the hvi<if 1 
nations, that any individual of a nation, making wif I 
against the citizens of any other nation, they beiog*lJ 
peace, forfeits his allegiance, and becomes an outlaw waiM 
pirate. This is the case of Robert C. AmbrisUr cle«*f § 
■ shown by the evidence adduced. 
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"The commanding general orders thai brevet MdJih 
A. C. D. Fanning, of the corps of artillery, will have be 
tween the hours of eight and nine o'clock, A. M., A, 
Avbuthnnl suspended by the neck mtha rope, until hek 
dead, anil Robert C. Ambrister to be shot to dcalk, agree) 
ably to the sentence of the court." 

General Jackson soon received information, that lh4 
governor of Pensacola favoured (he Indians; an tin 
knowledge of which, he took up the lini? of tnorcbfoe 
the capital, where he arrived at the end of twenty day* 
The place was taken with hardly a show of resistance^ 
The governor having escaped toBarancas, a. fort six miles 
distant, it waa invented by the American troops, and t»- 
ken, after a resistance of two days, the troops being trans' 
ported to Havana. A military government was insttttN 
led, of which information -was given to the secretary Oi 
war. — The President, however, booh restored the«oun 
try to the Spaniards, giving the reasons for "its occupB^ 
tion. 

The singular stepe taken by the -commanding genera 
in this afiiiir, excited considerable sensations in the mindd 
dT Americans, ftnd the subjects dfcomjilaint were 'brongfai 
before Congress. A military committee censured tS) 
conduct, but the house did not concur. 

Ill January, 1819, a convention between the United 
States and Great Britain, was sanctioned by the Pre^ 
dent, and ratified by tire Prince Regent in November iot 
ilowing. The first article of this instrument, gave liber^r 
to the citizens of the United Sutes, to^take fish on the | 
northern, western, and south^n banks of Newfoundlsadi j 
By the second, tlie northern boundaries of the Umted'fl 
States, from the Lake of the Woods to the Htoney Moun^ 
tains were established. The fourth extended the tertR 
of the convention of 1815, relative to Commerce, tei^ 
years longer. 

In February following, East and West Florida, i 
the adjacent Islands, were ceded to the United Stales bin 
"" in. This treaty settled the boundaries between ^' 
countries. But the ratification of this treaty \ 
Ljred by the king of Spain, under pretence that n 
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expedition against Texas had been tilted out I>j^__ 
led Statea. The necessary esplanalions were ma(ttt> 
the president, and & bill was introduced into Congi 
to lake possession of Florida, but the step was not ts' 
and in October, the treaty was ratified by the kini 
Spain. Formal possession was given lu llie Ui 
States in July following. 

In the Spring of 1819, Arkansas was admitted inh 
union as an independent slate. During the summeci 
president visited the sautherD section of the United St 
with a view to the great interests . of the natitm. 
passed through Charleston, Savannah, Augusta, Nashi 
ilie'Cherokee nation, Louisville, Lexington, and th 
returned' to Washington. In December, Alabama 
admitted into the union. Tliis territory having long] 
a bone of contention, we add the following ; — 

After the peace of 17S3, Georgia laid claim tq 
territory, and exercised jurisdiction over it, uu^ th< 
ginning of the present century- In 1795, an act pi 
ihe iegislalnre of Georgia, by which twenty five null 
:iDf acres, of its western territory, were sold to ooi 
iiies for five hundred thousand dollars, and the pwro 
money was paid into the treasurj'. Tlie purchase! 
these lands soon after sold them at advanced pi 
The sale of the territory excited a warm oppo«itt( 
Georgia, and at a subsequent meeting of the legisla 
the transaction was impeached on the ground of brit 
corruption, and iniconstituionahty. The records rer 
ing the sale were ordered to be burnt, and the five 
dred thousand dollars to be refunded tu the purehfi 
Those who had acquired titles of the original puiclii 
instituted suits in the federal courts. In 1S02, hovi 
Georgia ceded to the United States all her western t 
tory, fur one million, two hundred and fifty than 
dollars. On this event the purchasers of the Yazeoii 
petitioned congress for redress and compensation. */ 
coLiiidcrabie opposition, an act passed for rein^i 
them with funded stock, called the Mississippi etaelc. 

In the following year, Maine, which had formerly 
longed to Massachusetts, was erected into an iodq 
dent state, and joined the federal Union. The arp 
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tion from the parenl state was on the most amicable | 
■■ tenna. 

I Mr. HonToe having been re-elected preaident, look iht: 
. usual oath of office on the 5th of March, lS31,andMr., 
Tompkins was again elecled vice president. On the lOlh' 
of Augusl, ihe proclamation of the president announcedf 
that Missouri wbe aJoiitted into the federal compact a^ 
aa integrnl part. 

Upon the cession of Louisiana to the United Stalei, 
the district, which now forms the Stale of Louiaianaf 
was separated from the territory and mhde a diatinct g 
ernmeiit, by the name of the territory of Orleans. 
1811, the territory of Orleans became a stole, by th^ 
name of Louisiana, The remaining pari of the original 
province of Louisiana, extending lo itie Pacific, wa^ 
creeled into a terrilorial government, and called Mise&at 
Ti. In 1818 — 19, application was made lo Congress, bji 
the people of this territory, to form a elate constitnliom' 
K bill was accordingly introduced, for the purpose, a prt^ 
vision of which forbade slavery or involuntary serritudol 
The bill, with this provision, passed the House of Ref- 
resentalivcs, but was rejected in ihe Senate, and, in eoiU 
taquencc of this disagreement, the measure, forthetim^ 
failed. In the session of 1819-^30, the bill was revive^ 
and, after long and animated debates, a compromise vaj 
elTecLed, by which slavery was to be lolcraled in AlisAif 
ri, and forbidden in nil that part of Louisiana, as ceded 
by France, lying north of 36^ Sff north latitude, excepi 
an much as was included within the limiia of the Stat* 
In the mean time, ihe people of Missouri had formed a 
•tate constitution. When this oonstilution was presents 
ed to Congress in 1820 — 31, a provision in it, which ra™ 
quired ihc Legislature to pass laws, " to prevent free nfr 
groes and mulatloes from coming lo, and settling in ihi 
Stale," was strenuously opposed, on the ground that i| 
violated the rights of such persons of that description, ai 
-were citizens of any of the United Stales. The contef 
occupied agreat part of the session, and it was finally 6a 
tcrmined, by a small majorily, ihat Missouri should N 
admitted, upon the fundamental condition, that the con* 
testsd clause should not be construed to aulhoriza th 
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paasagft of any TaWB, eicludiog citizena of other 8tetM 
from enjoying the privileges to which they are eniitledr' 
by the constitution of the United States. It was also 
provided, that if the legislature of Miasonri should, by t 
flolenm public act, previously to the 4lh Monday of Na> 
Tcmher, 1S31, declare the aesent of ihe Stale to this fnoi' 
dameiital condition) the Preaiilenl should issue bis proc 
mation, declaring the admission complete. On ihe3< 
of Juue, 1^31, the Legislature of Missouri assented t 
th« fundamental condition ; and on the 10th of Augtitl, 
following, ihe President's proclamation was issued, d» 
during ihc admission completei. 

During the first session of the 'saventGcnth Congress' 
a territorial government was established for Florida. A^ 
ihe opening iif the*second session, the President infonoi 
ed Congress that, in June, a convention of navigndoi 
nnd commerce, resting. essentially on a basis of r ' ""' 

eal and equal advantage to the two countries, haL -^ 

concluded between France and the United States — dnl 
the prohibition, which had been imposed on commeret 
between the United States and the British CoIonieBi ii 
the West Indies and on this continent, had been ri 
ed, and that the ports of those colonies had been o, 
to the vessels of the United States, by so act of the BriV 
ish Parliament. 

In a second message, a few days subsequently, the pr* 
idcnt introduced to the notice of Congress the interatt* 
ing subject of the " multiplied outrages and depre<iatiM 
(recently committed on our seaman and commerce hyjlr 
rates, in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico," anfli" 
commended the immediate organization of an efficid 
force to suppress them. A bill was accordingly mtn 
duced authorizing the president to provide such & fbcO 
and to despatch it immediately to the protection of at 
persectiled seamen. 

Immediately after the passage of Ihe above bill, cd 
modore Porter was appointed lo this service, and,, lOO 
after, hoisting his broad pennant on board the Peacock 
itretched his way, with a respectable force, to cbiit'' 
ihoge mtecreanta, that regard rq law, and that feel oom 
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■ This seasion closed on the 3il of March, 1823. in which 
little biisineHS orgeneral importnnce had been transacted. 
-At the opening of the first session uf the eighteenth 
Congress in December, the President spoke in high terms 
of the proBperoua atale of the fiaancea, and of our ami- 
cabie relations with foreign nations. In relation to the 
efforts of the Executive to stop the depredutiona of the 
pirates on ihe national commerce, the President atated 
that in the West Indies, and ihe gulf of Mexico, the na- 
val force had hieen augmented, according to the provis- 
ions of Congress, " This armanienl," aaid he, " has 
been eminently successful in the accomplishmenl of its 
object. The piracies by which our commercs in the 
neighborhood of the island of Cuba has been atflicted, 
hare been repressed, and the coniident^ of the merchanti 
io a greet measure restored." 

In allusion to the Greek revolution, the President has 
the following judicious remarks 1 and though hia half- 
prophetic wishes are not yet realized, the prospect that < 
they will soon be is certuinly a bright one. "A strong 
hope has been long entertained, founded on Uie heroic 
Biruggle of the Greeks, that Ihey would succeed in iheir 
contest, and resume their equal station among the nations _ 
of the earth. It is believed that the whole civilized 
' world takes a deep interest in their welfare. Although i 
no power has declared in their favor, yet none, according 
to our information, has taken part against them. Their 
cause and their name have protected them from dangers, 
ivhich might, ere this, have overwhelmed any other peo- 
ple. The ordinary calculations of iulcreat, and of ac- 
quisition, with a view to aggrandizement, which mingle , 
so much ID the transactions of nations, seem to have had 
no effect in regard to them. From the facts which have 
come to our knowledge, there is good cause to believe 
that their enemy has lost, forever, atl dominion over thera 
— that Greece will again become an independent natii 
That she may obtain that rank, is the object of our moat 
ardent wishes. 

Speaking of Spain and Portugal, in relation to theaU 

tempts of the " Moly Alliance" to extend their political ' 

system to South America. But on this topic, the Exec- < 
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■ be tili r i iiMi M d «aB^ae*ad Mtd <) 
Tbe pofiwal ^«ea of thcAlBed p 
diHf dUfetmi, in Hom resfMct. &«b diu of i 
Tin* difeRBce |voceed> bam that wbtrh emi 
reqmeiire $»vcnmeMK. Asd to tbe defence ■ 
wlncii b* been sduervd hv ibc Ime of «a : 
■ltd irc*saic and nuiBFFd br l^ viedom of il 
enS^teatA aaxeas, Knd in»der idiit-h tre lts*i 
mcnoBpled felicttT. dii* wfatde. nation it deviM 
ove it, Lberefure, u> eandoor. and lo ihe i 
tiont exuting betvecn the United Stales and I 
eta. to dectare. that vf should conaider anv aUi 
ibeir part, to extend tb^r ^slem la any portioi 
licNiiaitbcre, as dose^rcms to out peace snd » ~ 
exUting roloDie«;or dependencies of anj r 
a, «€ liarc not interfered, and ahall not i 
with the ?oremmeDls who have declared their i 
eiw^ and roniDtaiaed ii, and whose isdependeocc « 
OD ^rcat coDBiiientian and on just principlea, arknowl^ 
edged, we f otdd nol Tiew any inlerposiiion Jor the { 
pose of oppressiog them, or contrullmg, in an/ i 
manner, liieir deBiinj, by any European power, in 
other light than aa the mamfestaiioD of an imfriendly <£ 
position towards the United Slates- In ibe irat betwt 
those new gorcrnmenta and Spain, we iJccIared ourn 
trail ly at tbe time of their recognition, and to this t 
have adhered, and shall continue to adhere, prorided U 
change shall occur, which, in the judgment of ilie oi 
pi^tcni Bulhority of thia gorernment, shall make a ■ 
"■Bponding change on the pari of the United Sutet, i 
dixjienaAble to llicii eecvitu^-." 
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To this language, so temperate, just, and indepeodent, 
«very good citizen respooded, amen. Hia remarks on 
the state of the country, ia the same message, are too 
valuable to be omitted. 

" If we compare the presfent condition of our union 
with its actual state at the close of our revolution, the his- 
tory of the world furnishes no example of a progteas in 
improvement in all the important circumstances vhich 
constitute the happiness of a nation, which bears any re- 
Bejpbiance to it. At the lirst epoch our population did 
not exceed three millions. By tho last census it amount- 
ed to ahout ten millions ; and, what is more extraordina- 
r^, it ia almost altogether native, for the emigration from 
other countries has been inconsiderable. At the £rsl 
«poch, half the territory within our apknowledged limits, 
wa» uninhabited and a wilderness. Since then, new ter- 
ritory has heeu acquired, of vast extent, comprising with- 
tD it many rivers, parljcularly the Mississippi, the navi- 
gation of which to the oc^n, was of the highest import- 
ance to the original stales. Over this territory our pO|> 
ulation has expanded in every direction, and new states 
iiave been established, almost eqnal, in number, to thoie 
which formed the first bond of our union. This espan- 
siooof otir poptdaiion, and accession of new states to 
our union, have had the happiest effect on all its higher 
interests. That it has eminently augmented our resour- 
ces, nnd aeldcd to our strength and respect a bihty, as r 
power, is*admittc-d by all. But it ia not in these impor* 
*tant circumstances only, that this bappy eflect is felt. It 
isDianifesl^ that, by enlarging the basis of our Byslem, 
and increasing the nnmber of slates, the system itself has 
been greatly airengthened in both its branches. Consol- 
idation and disunion have thereby been rendered equally 
impracticable. Each government, confiding in its own 
strengtii, has loss to apprehend from the other ; and, in 
consequence, each enjoying a greater freedom of action, 
is rendered mure eflicieut for all the purposes for which 
it was instituted." 

The syniplhy expressed by the president for the suffer- 
ings of the Greeks, called forth a resolution from Mr. 
.Vfebaler, putvidLUg for the axpenaes ttC &a a.^«&.^. ^ 
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Greece. Vhcnerer the executive should deem the 
poioUient proper, and expedient, In olfering the 
lution, Mr. Webster ataletl, it waa Tar from being his 
in any manner, to commit ihe House, in this or any< 
political contests of Europe ; but the president o 
United States having, in his message to Congrest 
ily expressed a belief that the Greek nation in tts 
it struggle with its opposers, had the good vriih 
-, the whole civilized world, but also advanced the op 
that the Turkish dominion over that country vna 
forever ; he thought that if such were ihe fact, j( w 
poriant that Congress should act upon tlie subject, 
main object in view was to obtain from the House 
pression, responsive to the senliraent of the meast 
reference to the sacrifices and sufferings of that I 
people — sacrifices and sniTeTings, which ought to e. 
the sympathy of every liberal minded man in Ei 
as well as in this country. But whatever might 1 
case with other nations, we certainly, onght not to 
^L •trained from espreasiiig, with freedom, what ai 
^L^iews in relation to the Greek cause, so fat &b n 
^■^done without rommitling ourselves in the contest. 
^K he really did hope that we should shew to the world 
^E tlieie is at least, one government which does enieri 
^B proper view of that barliarous despotism, wfaieb, I 
^ the eyes of Europe, has been permitted, by a eySU 
the foulest atrocity, to altcmpt lo crush an intei 
I christian nation. 

In moat of owr large [owns and literary institnl 

L rneetings were held in reference to (his subject, and 

^C iutions adopted, expressive of sentiments alike fanif 

^fc bic l" our citizens as members of a free communit^i 

I Us friends of humanity. They spoke a language 

of the cause which called them forth, and such as 

cum.stances of the age require. They are a proo^ 

of the e?(i«ience, and the energy of that princifrfe 

Amcvicun peoplp. which removes them farther froi 

supporters of jegiiimacv, than the breadth of the . 

lie, and is a safer bulwark than lis billows. 

From that time lo the present, large contribD 
have been made in ihe V^mu^ifk 'du.t^e^ and foriMid 
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the proper authorities of ihat oppressed and ill-fated 
counlrj. At present, the armiea of Russia threaten the 
capital' of Turkey, and little doubt remains of tiie eman- 
cipation of the Grefeks. 

The seaBion of congress closed in May, in 1834 ; the 
most important bills which passed, being one to abolish 
imprisonment for debt, and the other establishing a tariff 
of duties on imports. The latter of these, occupied the 
time of congress during l«u weeks, and at last passed by 
a majority of five gniy, tA'o members being absent. 

On the ISth of August,' the marquis La Fayette, ac- 
companied by hia sun, and M. L. Vasseur, hia secretaxyt 
landed in New York, wliere he wns wekomed in a qi^ii- 
ner which evinced a sense of national gratitude, never 
surpassed. 

"From New York, La Fayette passed through the 
country to Boston, constantly receiving (he most enthusi- 
astic congratulations of the people. Not only at every 
I^ace where he stopped, but as be passed along the road, 
thousands cume lo catch a glimpse of him, and bid 
•i' Welcome La Fnyelte." Having visited most of the 
TCUicipal lownsiiin Mnssachgsetts, New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island, and Connecticut, he again relumed lo New 
York. ■ During this lour, ii is impossible to convey in 
general terms an adequate idea of the excitement into ~ 
TO^hich the country was thrown. Committees were con- 
stantly arriving from distant towns at the places where he 
stopped, lo sulicit ibe honour of receiving him, BOd to 
know on what day and at what hour his arrival might be 
expected. In' some instances, gentlemen residing at a 
distance from his route, directed the news of his ap- 
proach to be sent them by expresses. Meantime the 
llieneral was so obliging as to allow himself to be trans- 
ported tvith the utmost rapidity from place to place, often 
travelling most of the night, so as not to disappoint the 
anxious eipeclations of the people. From New York 
the General went to FbUadelphia, Baltimore. Washing- 
ton, &.C. constantly receiving from the people .the same 
cordial welcome, and witnessing the same deilipnatra- 
aions of joy wherever he went. 

But the feelings of the nation demanded that lOfas- 
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thing more should be done for general La Fayetle, ihd 
could be expressed by acclamation alone. This lovet 
liberty had been Ihe means of depriving him of a g" 
proporlion of his fortune. When, during our revolul 
llie country was so exhausted as to be unable to cl( 
or feed her little army, Lh Fayetle not only gave aB h 
pay to goTernment, but advanced money which never* 
refunded : so that, in addition lo the debt of gratitad 
the nation owed him for advancements made during h^^ 
neceasilicB. Ii was the excicise of the snme lea^ 
principle, (ihe love of hberty) which occasioned the co 
fiscaliou of his estates in France, when the jacobin f~ 
tiou controlled the kingdom. 

Under every coDsidemtion, the nation ii^s bound 
show La Fayetle and the world, that in the prosperity 
his adopted country, his former services were rememtri 
ed with loo much graiilude lo be passed over wilhtf 
some permanent mark of national beneficence, 

The President of the United Stales, therefore, in I 
message to Confess, at the opening of (he last eeeeio 
recommended in appropriate terms, the consideration 
general Lii Fayette's eminent service*- lo the coimv 
and requested thai the legislative body of the atti 
would devise some means of making him at Icakt s ^ 
tial remuneration. Agreeably to Uuh reeommendaoc 
C»ngi'ess appointed a committee to dclibernte on t 
subject, and on the SOlh of December, " Mr. Hayi 
from the committee appointed on so much of the Pffl 
dent's message as relates to making provision for lh«si 
vices of general La Fayette, reported the foUowi 
bill ;— 

" Be iV enacted by the Senate and^Housc of Rcprett\ 
olives of the United States in Cnngress assctnbb 
That the sum of two hundred thousand dollars be, ■ 
tlie same is hereby granted to major general La P 
ettc, in compensation fur his important services anil 
pendittires during the American Revolution ; and 
for this purpose a slock to that amount be issued in 
favour, dated the 4th of July, IS^, bearing an anni 
interest of six per cen\. ';ia\a.t\ia afiarter yearly, and r 
deemable on the SVel ot tt'eceoiow. V^SSfV 
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^ Sect 2. And be it further encLCted^ that one com- 
plete Township of land be, and the same is hereby grant- 
ed to the said major general La Fayette ; and that the 
president of the United States be authorised to cause 
the said township to be located on any of the publio lands 
which remain unsold ; and that patents^be issued to gen- 
eral La Fayette for the same." 

On the 21st this bill was made the order of the day in 
the Senate, and the following debate oq it, extracted 
from the journals of congress, will tend to show with 
how much reason the bill was passed : 

Senate, Tuesday, December 'HI. 

" The Sehate proceeded, as in committee of the whole 
to the consideration of the bill making provision for the 
serrices and expenditures of general La Fayette. 

Mr. Hayne, (of S. C.) in reply to Messrs. Macon and 
Browd who objected to the bill, remarked, that the ob- 
servations made by the honourable gentleman rendered 
it his duty, though it was done with regret, as he had 
hoped the bill would pass without opposition, as chair- 
man of the committee, to submit the principle on which 
the committee had proceeded in presenting tlie present 
bill. He trusted that he should be able to satisfy the 
scruples of the Hon. gentleman, and that there would 
be no necessity for recommitting the bill. 

With regard td the objections made by his friend on 
his right, (Mr. Macon,) they affected the making any 
compensation, under any circumstances whatever, to in- 
iividuals, either for services rendered or sacrilices made. 
Ue understood he had said, it was immaterial whether 
ftii individual should have spent his substance in the ser- 
vice of his courilryTT-siiould have put his hand in his 
purse and paid the elipenses of the war, still that for such 
services no compensation could be made. 

He could show that this was the fact — that it was pre- 
cisely the case with regard to general La Fayette. He 
had expended his fortune in our service, and he should 
contend it was right, it was necessary — they were called 
on by duty to themselves, at least to refund the ex^ew^^* 
io which he bad been subjected^ M.I. "fta-^i^fe Y^q*:.^'^^^^ 
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to say, ihat he held docutneniB in hU hanil which 1 
came bis duty to submit to the Senate — documrntsi 
Ted from the higheBl authority. The paper held ii 
hand contained accounts from the proper oflicers, 
ing; the expenses of La Fayette, and pointing ou 
manner in whiclfc.his estate had been dissipated i] 
service of liberty. In the year 1777, he ^d an a: 
income of ]4<S000 francs, equal to 28,700 dollars, 
had been almost entirely expended in the Berricea i 
h» had rendered to liberly, in this and the other hi 
pher^. During a period of six years, from the yeari 
^ to 1783, he hud expanded in the American service, 
000 francs, equal to 140,000 dollars. This docm 

P«aid Mr. Haynr, is derived from the most aftlheniic 
cea in France, and is come into my hands from b te^ 
able member of this House, wilhoul the kiuiwleJ 
consent of the general and hie friends. 

The fact to which he callnd their atteniion, 

during the six years the General had b^en engage 

L the service, he had expended 140,000 dollars of hi 

H tune ; he was in a state of prosperity, anii'in the i 

^^ ntvnt of u plentiful forlune in bis oni/i cuunlry, whi 

^ resolved to come to this. He purchased a ship, r 

equipped, armed and clothed a regiment at his nwl 

.jpense, and when ^e landed on these coafils, he 

freighted with [\ie munitions of war, which he Oil 

ted grntuilously to onr army. It is on record lb 

clothed and p'lt shoes on the feel of the nake<l, auffi 

soldiers of Amcrira, and that during six years he « 

ced 140,000 dollars. He ashed fur no compensaf 

Jie made out no iiccounl — he received no pay — he < 

%is fortune for this country, and not only «kVe hiai 

fees, but hazarded bis life in its defeace, sheet his bla 

Bto service, and returned home broken in his foi 

^Wh&t did Government do ! After the w»r, in ITOi, 

e him the full pay of a Major General, to wbi< 

I entitled twelve or fourteen years before* II 

merican citizen had done as much, and had broug 

a account staling he had expended 140,000 dolhtrs 

BiRiake application for compensation, would it not 

BlleeD grauledt lad«ei, it we were to inak« 9014 
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count current of the expenses and sacrifices of the Gen- 
eral, it would far exceed the sum now proposed- But he 
never rendered a ckim : he would have starved ere he 
wa.uld have done it, 

I have other documents, eaid Mr. Hayne, to w^ich I 
shall briefly refer. There is one fact which shows how 
nlice he wag to every honourable sentiment. He has 
made sacritices that can never be repttid. Congress in 
their gratitude, made him a donation of 1I,0UU acres of 
land, which at the v^lue of lands at this time, was «ot 
worth more than D.UOO dollartj; and by act in*1804. 
they authorized him to locate this land on any spot in 
the United Stales, that might be racanl ; and his agent 
aecordingly'located it in the neighbourhood of New Or- 
leans. In IHU7, Congress jisssed an act, confirming the 
-ti^le to ihe city council of New Orleans, of all Jands with- 
in sishundn^d yards ofiU limits. • 

Part of the land belonging to general La Fayette was 
included in this grant, and on the fact being communica- 
ted to him in France by his agent, accompanied by legal 
advice of the validity of his title, he replied, that it was 
not for him to inquire tnio the circumstances, but th&t 
he, receiving bounty from the government of the llalted 
Slates, could only receive it as they chose lo glv« i^^ 
and directed his agent to enter a retinqitisbment of-ttl' 
land in question. This land, according to the ei^tnal 
of gentlemen from Louisiana, is now worth 500,000 dol' 
lars. Sut there is another cirrumstunce to be slated: 
having located the land he made a contract with an Irish 
Baronet for the sale of a portion of it, and he afterwatiils 
made it his busineea to find him out — he relinquished his 
own right.'and, at his own expense, induced him to re- 
linquish every legal claim (hat he could have upon llje 
United Slates. This reliil^uishmcnt was on lile in the 
land office, end Mr, Hayne submitted the docuaients to 
ifae examination of the Senate. ' i 

These claims appear certainly in a very strong, nn»Uie 

might say, irresiaiible shape before the Senate. His hoH' 

ourable friend, on the right, had said that we treat this 

gentlemen belter than we do our native sons, but it ap- 

w peared that they barely did him jusuce. Dui t.^% ^'i.'&' 



■ 410 UNIVERSAL HISTORY OF 

demap doubt ihat this government were in the halt 
making remuneration for aacrilices and service; 
would refer htm to an act pasae<l in ITUO, granting 
pensation to Frederick William Barou Steuben, u» 
rificea and aerrices. 

Mr. Hayne proceeded to refer to many instances ii 
the government hail not only granted pocuniarv ai 
ftnce, but had granted a whole township of land for 
Tifiues and services. He was not one of those who \ 
afraid o/ making preredenls — a good precedent caa" 
er do' evil ; and when nations as well as individiulsii 
way to the nohleet feelings of our nature, iheybcBd 
■noted the glory -of the country and the welfaVe ot 
people ; but the cause of La Fayette eouJd form no^ 
cedent — it stood alone. Could this country be J 
again T Could it assume a second childhood, nndba 
ced in circumstaaces similar to- those it had fori 
been ! If this were possible, if it could be reduced f 
to equal disttess, be struggling for existence, aboi 
perish, without funds, arms, clothing, or ammunilioij 
looking around fbr help — if, under such circumstJ 
, a foreign nobleman sbouid step for^ and devote Iilj 
»nd fortune to her service, sacriScing every thinn 
shedding his blood in her behalf, and while ihe ecus 
depreGsbd, throwing himself into the balance, audi 
Hia^Ms fate — Burcly, such a man would be entitled U 
warrfiesL gratitude of the country. I 

After Bumc further debate the bill was p&ss«d, 4 
•mmittee appointed topail on La Fayette with ti 
of the act. To an address of the committee on iM 
^caslon of presenting the set, the Marijuis retnm* 
'* illowing answer 

^ lenHeMtji vfthe Committee of both Houses of Congi 

The immense and unexpeA^d gift, which, in Md 

:r and condderable bounties, it has pletnedl 

confer n'pou Die, calls for the warmest wtul 

Segments of an old American soldier, an adoftiedra 

he United Stales, two titles dearer to my heart (Infl 

^Atreasures in the world. 

However proud I am of every sort of obligBlEofl 
*eJTed from ibe ve'>¥^* "^^ ^^* ^]niled States, and \ 
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RepreBentBlifes in Congress, the large extent of this ben- 
efaction miglit have created iii my mind feeiingH of hesi- 
tation, not inconsistent, 1 hope, with those of the most 
grateful reverence. But the so very kiiii! resolutioaa of 
both H0USC6, delivered by you, gentlemen, in terms of 
equal kindness, precludes all other HCiilimenta except 
those of lively and profound grutilude, of which, in re- 
spectfully Bcceptiag the munificent favour, I have the 
honour to beg you will be the organs. 
- Permit me also, gentlemen, to join a tender of my af- 
fectionate personal thanks lo the expression of the high- 
est respect, with which I liave the honour to be your obe- 
dient servant, 

LA FAYETTE. 

At Waahington, La Fayette was received by both 
housesof Congress with suitable honours. Thencs pass- 
ing to the South, he visited most of the cities in that 
section of the country. 

After visiiing various places, in the autumn of 1625, 
thejnarquis look passage in the frigate Hrandy wine, for 
France, where he arrived in safety, and where he still 
lives, in the enjoyment of a oontented mind, and a clear 
conscience ; jhc friend of man, and the hero of freedom. 

Tbe^econd session of the eighteenth Congress com- 
"loeaced in December, on which occasion we find in the 
presidential message : " our felations with foreign pfw- •- 
e'r^are of a friendly character, although certain inlelrest- 
Ijig differences retrain unsettled. Our revenue, under the 
taUd Bysl»!m of impost and tonnage, coniihues to be ade- 
quate to ail the purposes of guvernnieni. Our agricul- 
ture commerce, mauufactures and navigation flourish. 
"Our forlificarions are advancing, iu the degree authori- 
sed by existing appropriations, to maturity, and due pro- 
gress is made in the augmentation of the navy to the 
iimil prescribed by law." 

He also staled, that the convention of navigation and 
commerce concluded between the United Stales and 
Prance in m22, still continued; — that our Commercial 
iiu-rcourse with the British dominions in Europe nod 

' East Indies, resting on the basis of reciprocity, whtth 

11'. been arranged by a couveniion, in 1816, w&'k 'u 
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firmed nnd continued for ten years, by treaty So 1818: 
hut that the trade wish the British coloniei in ihe Wed 
Indies, had not an yet been settled to the aatisfaction of 
the executive ; that our commerce with i!iwedeD lud 
been placed ou a footing of perfect reciprocity, by irealj; 
and with Russia, the Netherlands, Prusaiti, and the (tw 
Hanseatic «ities, the dukedom of Oldeuburi; and Sanln- 
ia, by internal regulations on earb side, founded on nu- 
b^ljiBl agreement between the respective goyoromenls ; snJ 
^hat the great and extraordinary changes which had hip- 
joned in Spain am) Portugal, within the laaC two yp«rs, 
nd not aeriougly affected the friendly relntions ttnbisijiiiif 
jetwcen them nnd the United Slatea ; although theytoJ 
Resented nbalacles to the adjustment of the pariifalH 

timhjects of discoBsion which have arisen with acli. 

^'Wilh Ae remaining powers of Europe, with tksHn 
latof Barbary, and with all the new SouUi Ameii- 

''ISinSlates, our relolions were moreover slated wlie«fi 
frieildly chars eter. The country has minialers pleBipr 
tentiary residing with the republics of Oulombia uni 
Chili, and hare received ministers of the same rank.froB 
Colombia, GuatinmtB. Ruetios Ayres, and Mc] 
charge d'alTairea from the independent guveriimcDl d 
Brazil. 

From tlie view which he then took of our situaliool 
was manifcBt that we were in a highly prosperous n 
lion, and that our dnly and happiness would cuDsi) 
handing these blessings down to posterity uiitmpnireL. 

This session closed constitutionally oa the thirdfl 
March, 1925. The moat interesting subjects whidtfl 
cupied its attention during the session, were 
lion of tfiG Oregon on the Northwest coast, and the M 
preasion of piracy. The bill respecting the fonn 
however, was lost in the senate ; being imJefiaitelf M 
on the table; while that respecting piracy passed; wW 
however, does little more than to authorize the boiUi 
of ten additional ships of war. The bill auLharinBfdl 
occupation of the Oregon, was possed by the HoaMH 

L Representatives, but had previously been so atnenilffda 

Wjo provide only for a military occupation of the Bouhl 
^e river. T^u &in«a&(aen\ >nu adapted, fur (b« pi 
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of avotdinf a violation of the treaty wilh Great Britain, 
vrhich provides that the boundary line on that frontier, 
shall remain unaettled ten years. 

The presidency of Mr. Monroe closed with the seision, ■ 
dbring which the country enjoyed a state of peace and 
uniform prosperity. He retired from ofEce, enjoying ths 
respect, aflection, and gratitude, of all who arc able duly 
to appreciate the blessings of having a wise ruler. 

The choice of president for the succeeding term of 
four years, not being settled by the electoral vote, devolv- 
ed on the House of Representatives. John Quincy 
Adams was chosen, and took (he oath of office on the 
fourth of March, and John C. Calhoun was chosen vice 
president by the electors. 

The address of Mr. Adams, on his induction into olhce, 
was such as might rationally be expected. Speaking of 
onr political creed, he says, it " is, without a dissenting 
voice that can be heard, that the will of the people is the 
soorce, and the happiness of the people the end, of all 
legitimate government upon earth— That the best securi- 
ty for the beneficence, and the best guarantee against tha 
abuse of power, consists in the freedom, the purity, and 
the frequency of popular elections. That the general 
government of the Union, and the separate governmentB 
€>f these states, are all sovereignties of limited powers ; 
f«])ow servants of the same masters, uncontrolled within 
their respective spheres, uncontrollable by encroachments 
upon each other. That the firmest security of peace, is 
the preparation, during peace, of the defences of war. 
That a rigorous economy, and accountability of public 
expenditure, should guard against the ag-graration, and 
alleviate, when possible, the burden of taxation. That 
the mihtary should be kept in strict subordination to iho 
civil power. Thai the freedom of tffe press and of reli- 
gious opinion should he inviolate. That the policy of 
our country is peace, and the ark of our salvation, union, 
ar« articles of faith upon which we are all agreed."' 

The fallowing paragraphs we copy entire, as too valu- 
able to be omitted, even in a condensed history. 

" In the compass of thirty years, since this great na- i 
tiolial covenant was instituted, a body of laws enaciad 
36 ■ 
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nnder its aalliority, and in conformity with its proviaioiu, 
has unToldrd its powers, and carried into practir^ ope- 
ratiun iis eSectiTe energies. Subordinate departmenu 
hare dietribaied the executive functions in their rariou 
relatione, to foreign afiairs, to the revenue and expendlt- 
tiree, and to the military tojce of the union, by land and 
sea. A co-ordinate department uf the judiciary bsj ex- 
pounded tlie coostitntioa and the laws i settling, in hai^ 
raouious coincidence with the legislative will, nam 
weighty questions of construction which the imperff 
ofhumen language had rendered unavoidable. Tbe_ 
of jubilee ainc« the first formudon of our union haa jml 
elapsed ; that of the declaration of our independence m 
Bt huad. The consummation of both was effected bf 
ihia constitution. Since that period, a population of foor 
millioas has multiplied to twelve. A territory,' 
by the Mississippi, has been extended from sea to sea, 
New stales have been admitted to the union, in nranber 
nearly equal to those of the first contederalion. Treali« 
of peace, amiiy, and commerce, have been condodei 
Willi the principal dominions of the earth. ' I'he peojdr 
of other nations, inhabitants of regions acquired, nOtlf 
conquest, but by compact, have been united with us ii 
the participation of our rights and duties, of our burden 
Bud blessings. The forest has fallen by the axe of Ditf 
vroodemen — the soil has been made to teem by the tillagi 
of our farmers ; our commerce has whitened eveij 
ocean. I'he dominion of man over physjca) nature hMI 
been extended by the invention of our artists, Ijbertj 
and law have marched, hand in hand. All the pwrpt 
of human association have been accomplished aa effi 
ively as under any other government on the globe ; i 
at a cost, little exceeding, in a whole generation, the 
pcndiluTcs of other'nalions in a single year. 

Such is the unesaegerated picture of our coodhioi^ 
under a constitution founded upon the republican ' ' 
pie of equal rights. To admit that this picture 
shades, is but to say that it is still the conditioji of wi 
upon earth. From evil, physical, moral, and pDlitial 
is not our claim to be exempt. We have suffered, amX 
times fay the visitauon of U.ct.v«,t^ through diaea»e ; fl 
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ten by the wrongs and injustice of other nations, even to 
theextremitica of war ; and, lastly, by dissensions among 
ourseJres — dissensions, perhapa inseparable from the en- 
joyment of freedom, but which have more than once ap- 
peared to threaten the disBolution of the union, and, with 
it, the overthrow of all the enjoyments of our present 
lot, and all our earthly hopes of the future. The causes 
of these dissensions hare been various, founded upoa 
differences of speculation in the theory of republican 
government ; upon conflicting views of policy, in our re- 
lations with foreign nations ; upon jealousies of partial 
and sectional interests, aggravated by prejudices and prfr 
posseBsions, which strangers to each other are ever apt 
to entertain." 

On the Slat of May, a treaty of peace, amity, naviga- 
tion, and commerce, between the IFnited Stales and Co- 
lombia, was ratified by the president. The first articla 
eslablishea a firm and inviolable peace, and perpetual 
friendship. By the second, no partiality waa to be shown. 
to any other nation to which each uf the CG^-Lr^tinj, 
jiartiea had hot an equal right. By the sixth article mei?. 
i^hant Fessels and ships of war, were to be protected uL' 
the bayi and harbours of both parties, either in atress of 
weather, or to shield them from the pursuit of pirates .0| 
other enemies. The seventh grants a return of ships &nii 
merchandize which may be taken in their respective ju- 
risdictions. By the tenth, both the contracting pa rtiet; 
engage, formally, to give their special protection to '" 
persona and property of the other, and to leave opei 
free to them the tribunals of justice for their judicial rft-| 
course, on the same terms as are usual with native citi* 
zens of cither party. By the eleventh, liberty of 
Hcience is mutually guaranteed. Bj^ the fourteenth, Ul 
erly of commerce and navigation, except contraband ( 
war, in times which would endanger the safety of eithc 
contracting-party, is freely granted. The treatywaa 
remain in force twelve years after the exchange of ml' 
ratlonsL 

The 7th of September, was the dav appointed 
departure of (he nation's guest, general La Fayette, froi 
Washington. ' On Mr. Adams devolved. \h«\aaV ^i^NiS 
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ding him farewetl. in ihe name of ihe nation to whom h» 
had been a constant friend, «nd a noble benefacEoK' 
How well and with what dignity and feeling, -he executed 
this task, we need not attempt to deacribe, and we regM( 
that our plan does not permit us to copy the whole a^ 
dress. \Ve can copy but a brief sketch, which will b 
found in the following selected paragraphs. 

" When the contest of freedom, to which you had M 
paired as a voluntary champion, had closed, by the com- 
plete triumph of her cause in tliis couutry of your adop* 
tion, you returned to fulfil the iluties of the philanthropift 
and patriot in the land of your nativity. There, ini 
conaisteut and undeviating career of forty years, y<i» 
have maintained, through every vicissitude of altemati 
Buccess and disappointment, the same glorious cauie IQ 
which llie first years of your active life had been devo- 
ted, the improvement of the moral and pohtica! condi^ok 
of man. 

Through ikal long auccession of time, the people 
the United Slates, for whom, and with whom you hi 
fought the battles of liberty, have been Hvinginfullps 
sesaion of its fruits ; one of the happiest among tl 
family of nations. Spreading in population ; enlargiB 
in territory ; acting and suffering according to the eoi^^ 
ditiou of their nature ; and laying the foundations of ft 
greatest, and, we humbly hope, the most beneficent pow 
er that ever reg*4ated the cducerns of man upon earlli. 

In that lapse of forty years, the generation of me" 
with whom you co-operated in the conrtici of armst Id 
nearly passed away. Of the general officers of the ^ 
mericun army in that war, you alone survive. Of rfi 
aages who guided our councils; of the warriors who in 
the foe in the field oj upon the waves, with the exceplii^^ 
of a few to whom imusual length of days has been alkif 
ted by Heaven, all now sleep witli their fatliera. ' 
ceeding, and even n third generation, have arisen 
tlieir places ; and their children's children, while lirfn 
up to call them blessed, have been taught by theoti 1 
well as admonished by their own constant enjoyment I 
freedom, to include in everv benison upon tbetr lallici 
the name of him wlio c&vne fTomB.^T,'«\^K iheoi -i 
I, Ut coft<jiiict or W> tafi- 
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Yon are now about to return to the country of your 
birtli, of your anceslera, of your posterity. The execu* 
live governmcul of the Uniou, stimulated by tbe same 
feeling which hud prompted the congress to the designa- 
tion of a national ship for your accommodation in com> 
ing hither, has depiined the first service of a frigate, re- 
cently launched at this metropolis, to the less welcome, 
but equally distinguished trust, of conveying you home. 
The name of the ship has added one more memorial to 
distant regions and to future ages, of a stream already 
memorable, at once in the story of your sufferings and 
of our independence. 

The ship is now prepared for your reception, and 
, equipped for sea. From the moment of her departure, 
the prayers of millions will ascend to Heaven that her 
passage may be prosperous ; and your return lo the bosom 
of your family as propitious to your happiness, as your 
visit lo this scene of your youthful glory has been to that 
of tbe American people. 

Go, then, our beloved friend — retnrn lo the land of 
brilliant genius, of generous sentiment, of heroic valoiu' ; 
to tbat beautiful France, the nursing mother of the twelfth 
. Louis, and the fourth Menry ; to the native soil of Bayard 
and Coligni, of Turenne and Catinat, of Fenelon, and 
D'Aguesseau. In that illuHtrious catalogue of names 
Vliich she- claims as of her children, and with honest 
pride holds up to the admiration of other nations, the 
bume of La Fayette has already for centuries been en- 
rolled. Anil it shall henceforth burnish into brighter 
£anie; for if, in after days, a Frenchman shall be called 
to indicate the character of his nation by that of one indi- 
vidual, during the age in which we live, the blood pf lofty 
patriotism shall mantle in his cheek, the tire of conscious 
virtue shall sparkle in his eye, and he shall prououncs 
the name of La Fayette. Yet we, too, and o«r childreu, 
Sn life and after death, shall claim you for our own. You 
-«re ours by that more than patriotic self-devotion with 
^vhich you flew to the aid of our fathers at the crisis of 
«heir fate. Ours by that loHg series of years in whicli 
>fft»i have cherished us in your regard. Ours by that ua- 

:^ 36" 
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■hsken sentimenl of grfttitude for yonr services, whicfi 
is a precious portion of our inheritance. Ours hy that 
tie of love stronger than death, which has linked your 
name, for the endless ages of time, with the name of 
Washinglon." 

To this the veteran general replied ; and, after men- 
tioning his obligations to the American govemoieni nnd 
people, Cor their munitjcence aod kind reception, he ad- 
ded, " Yet, gratifications still higher, awaited me ; in the 
wonders of creation and improvement that have meL my 
enchanted eye, in the unparallelled and self-felt hap pinest 
of the people, in their rapid prosperity and insured secu- 
rity, public and private, in a practice of good order, iht 
appendage of true freedom, and a national good sense, 
the final arbiter of all difficulties, I have had proudly to 
recognize a result of the republican principles for nhick^ 
we have fought, and a glorious demonstration to themoit 
timid and prejudiced minds, of the superiority, over if 
grading aristocracy ot despotism, of popular institnlioM 
founded on the plain rights of man, and where the loc^ 
rights of every section are preserred under a constill' 
tional bond of union. The cherishing of that union I 
Iween the states, as it has been the farewell entreaty 
our great paternal Washington, and will ever have tbj 
dying prayer of every American patriot, so it has be- 
come the sacred pledge of the emancipation of the worldf 
an object in which I am happy to observe that the Amerl 
can people, while they give the animating example i 
successful free institutions, in return for an evil entaili 
upon them by Europe, and of which a liberal and enlight 
ened sense is every where more and more generally ieH 
•how themselves every day more anxiously inleresied 

God bless yon, sir, and all who surround us. Gc 
bless the American people, each of their sistes, andtl 
fcdsral government. Accept this patriotic farewell ( 
w overflowing heart ; such will be its last throb vhen: 
Maaes to beat." 

As the last sentence was pronounced, the general ti 
»inced, while the tears poured over his venerable cheel( 
a^tn took the president in his arms — he retired a fe 
), but, overcome by \a^ tee\\a%«,«.^\\i.-»fiiiwHHii^ll 
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uttering. In broken accents, " God blesa you !" fell once 
more on Uie neck of Mr. Adams. Il was a scene, at oni 
solemn and moving, ni> the sighs and stealing ears 
many, who witnessed it, bore testimony. Having rei 
vered hia self-possession, the general etrctcheil out hia 
hautis, and was, in a moment, surronnded by the greeting, 
of lite whole assembly, who pressed upon him, each eager 
to seize, perhaps fur the last time, that beloved hand 
which was opened so freely for onr aid, when aid was si 
precious, and which grasped, with firm and undeviating 
hold, the steel which so bravely helped to achieve our 
deliverance. 

The general was attended to the Potomac, by a large 
military escort, and thousands of citizens. The Mount 
Fcrnon steam boat, waited to convey him on board the 
BrandyWine. When the mansion, the groves, and the 
tomb of Mount Vernon opened- to view, the progress 
of the little fleet was arrested, it remained molionleaa on 
the broad bosom of Potomac's wave — that the last of the 
generals might pay his pious homage and iilial duty to 
the tomb of the paternal chief. 

La Fayette arose — the wonders which he had perform- 
ed for a man of his age, in succeBsfulIy accomplishing la- 
bours enough to have tested his meridian vigor, whose 
animation talher resembles the spring than the winter of 
life, now seemed unequal to the task he was about to 
perform: To take a last look at the grave of Washing- 
ton! He advanced to the effort— a silence the most im- 
pressive reigned around, till the strains of sweet and 
I-ibintive music completed the grandeur and sacred ao- 
Icmnity of the scene. All hearts beat in unison with the 
throhbings of the veteran's bosom as he looked, and that 
for the last time, on the sepulchre which contains, the 
ashes of the 6rst of men. He spoke not, but appeared 
absorbed in the mighty recollections which the plai^ and 
the occasion inspired. Yet a voice seemed borne on the 
■Ir. It appeared to say to the manes of the illuBtrioiu' 
dead, "WAaniNCTON, thou friend- and father of my youth, 
ander whose heroic banner I first gained renown in the 
fields of fame, when roinbatting for the rights and W4%t~ 
' Um of man — ia whose bosom I wb,« c^«T\^fa«\ \& '*^ 
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' earliest, ihe happiest days of life — whose affections de- 
ecended with me from the palace to the dungeon — whose 
arms were opened to receive my child, when forlorn and 
a wanderer from his native land, he sought in thee 3 
friend and found a father— most truly great and glorious 
of men, while such a humble mound alone contains thy 
ashes, thy monument is based on a hemisphere, and thy 
fame will cenotaph thy memory in ages yet unborn. 
Accept the last duty which Hlial homage pays to the tomb 
of Washington in the tear of Lb Fayette." 

We make no apology for the insertion of these inter-. 
esling particulars. But we regret, sincerely, that the 
whole of the address and reply cannot £nd room, and if 
our readers have feeling, they will regret it too. 

The first session of the nineteenth Congress opened at 
Washington in December, 1825. The message of lb« 
Executive, after adverting to the state of peace which 
had for several years blessed the world, says — During lbs 
same period, our intercourse with all those, nations hH 
been paciHc and friendly — it so continues. Since the 
, close of your last aeasion, no material variation has oc- 
curred iu our relations with any one of them. In die 
commercial and .lavigation system, of Great Britain, im- 
portant changes of municipal regulation hare recendy 
been eanclioned by acts of parliament, the effect of which, 
upon the interests of other nations, and particularly upon 
ours, has not yet been fully developed. In the recent re- 
newal of the diplotnatic missions on both sides, between 
. .the two governmenls, assurances have been given and 
iceived, of the continuance and increase of that mutual 
ifidence and cordiality by which the adjustment of 
Lny points of difference had already been effected, and 
rluch affords the surest pledge for the ultimate aalisEK» 
wy adjustmeijt of those which atill remain open, « 
ij hereafter arise. 

He then notices the commission for settling the :__ 
" cle of the treaty of Ghent, and that respecting th«i 
inity for slaves taken off by the British during the I 
_, as in a train of amicable adjustment He also 
lit to the im^iortance of establishing a national svbI 
.bankruptcy, ani ot vm^toNeoiMiJa va. ' 
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tern. In noticing the pecuniary concerns of ttie nation, 
the roeaaage says — Among the unequivocal indications of 
onr national prosperity, ia the flourishing state of our 
finances. The revenues of the present year, from all 
their pjincipal sources, will exceed the anticipations of 
the last. The balance in the treasurj-, on the first of Jan- 
uary last, was a little short of two millions of dollars, 
exclusive of two millions and a half, being the moiety of 
the loan of five millions, authorized by the act of g6lh 
May, 1824. The receipts into the treasury, from the 1st 
of January, to the thirtieth of September, exclusive of 
tlie other moiety of the same loan, are estimated at sis- 
teen millions, five hundred thousand dollars ; and it is ex- 
pected tliat those of the current quarter will exceed five 
millions of dollars, forming an aggregate of receipts of 
nearly Iwenly-two millions, independent of the loan. — 
The expenditures of the year will not exceed that sunf 
more than two millions. By those expenditurea, nearly 
eight millions of the principal of the public debt have 
been discharged. More than a million and a half has 
been devoted to the debt of gratitude to the warriors of 
the revolution ; a nearly equal sum to the construction of 
for ti^ca Lions, and the acquisition of ordnance, and other 
permanent preparatives of national defence ; half a mil- 
lion to the gradnal increase of the navy ; an equal sum 
for purchases of territory from the Indians, and payment 
of annuities to ihem ; and upwards of a milUon for ob- 
jects of internal improvement, authorized by special acts 
of tlie last Congress. If we add to these, four millions 
of dollars for payment of interest upon (he public debt, 
there remains a sum of about seven millions, which has 
defrayed the whole expense of the administration of 

■ government, m its legislative, executive, and judiciary 
departments, including the support of the military and 
naval estttblishments, and all the occasional contingencies 
of a government co-extcnsive with the union. 

The amount of duties secured on merchandize import- 
ed, from the commencement of the year, is about twenty 
five millions and a half; and that which will accrue, dur-' 
iiig the current quarter, is estimated at five millions and 

. a half i from these thirty-one mitlions, de due ling tKft 
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i ^nwbacks, estimatetlatlesa than sere □ inilUons, a sun 
exceeding twenty-four milUons will constitute tbe reit- 
Due of the year ; and will exceed the whole expendittjm 
of the year. The entire amount of public debt, remaiif 
ing doe on the first of January nest, will be short of 
eighty-one millions of dollars. 

Speaking of our situation as regards the Aborigines, 
be thus speaks ; Our relations with the numerous trilw 
of aboriginal natives of this country, scattered otct id 
extensive surface, and so dependent, even for their exist 
ence, upon our power, have been, during the pre*«iil 
year, highly interesting. An act of Congress, of 26>k 
May, 1834, made an appropriation to defray the expenMt 
of making treaties of trade and friendship with thelndtii 
tribes beyond the MiEsissippi. An act of 3d MenllJ 
1^25, authorized treaties to be made with the Indians Tot 
their consent to the making of a road from the frooticn 
of Missouri to that of New Mesico. And another ado 
the same date, provided for defraying the expenses B 
holding treaties with the Sious, Chippcwas, Meoomenoa 
Sauka, Fuxes, &c. for the purpose of establishing booD 
daries and promoting pence between said tribes. Th 
first and the last objects of these acts have beeo accoiop 
li»hed, and the second is yet iu a process of executiOBi* 
The treaiies, which, since the Inst session of Congrcai 
have been concluded with the several tribes, will be lii 
before the Senate for their coiwideralion, conformablyti 
the conslitnlion. They comprise large and valuable^ 
qiiisitiona of territory ; and they secure an adjustiiia 
of boundaries, and give pledges of permanent peace b» 
tweeo several tribes which had been long waging bloo^ 
wars against each other. 

On the 13lh of February last, a treaty was signed I 
the Indian Springs, between commissioners appointed!) 
the part of the United States, and certain chiefs and ir 
dividuals of the Creek nation of Indians, which wasf 
ceived at the seat of government only a few days belbl 
the close of the last session of Qongress, and of tb« Ii 
ndminisiraiion. The advice and consent of the Sen»t» | 
was ^ven to it, on the 3d of March, too late for it tore 
ceive the latillcatian o( vhe. \.Wn. ?\e,i.uleat of ilteUaiUd J 
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States ; U was ratified on the 7th of March, under ihe un- 
suapecttng impreasion that it had been negotiated in good 
faitb, and in the confidence inspired by the recommenda- 
tion of the senate. The eubsequent transactions in rela- 
tion to this treaty, will form the subject of a separate 



But our circumscribed limits prevent us frera touch- 
ing, with any thing like justice, on this able state paper. 
We can only say, that nothing seems to hare escaped his 
capacioiw mind, of very general and national importance. 

By the report of the Treasurer this session, it appears 
be had a balance of more than five millions in his hands. 

During this session, a question was agiiated, relating 
to the holding of any office under the government of the 
United States, by a senator or representative to eongrees. 
Mr. Benton, from the selected committee, reported, — 

That, having had recourse (o the history of the limes, 
in which the constitution was formed, the committee find 
that the proposition now referred to them, had engaged 
the deliberations of the federal convention which framed 
the constitution, and of several of tlie state conventions 
which ratified it. 

In an early stage of the session of the federal conven- 
tion, it was resolved, as follows : 

" Art. 6, sec. 9. The members of each house, (of con- 
gress) shall be ineligible to, and incapable of holding any 
office under the authority of the United Slates, during 
the time for which. they shall respectively be elected; 
and the members of the senate shall be ineligible to, and 
incapable of, holding any such office for one year after* 
wirds." {Journal of the Federal Convention, page Z\9.) 

It further appears from the journal, that this clause in 
the first draft of the constitution, was adopted with great 
unanimity, and that afterwards, in the concluding days of 
Ihe session, ii was altered, and its intention defeated, by 
» majority of a single vole, in the absence of one of the 
states by which it had been supported. 

Following the conatiiuiion into the state conventions 
which ratified it, the committee find, thai, by the New 
York convention, it was recommended, as follows : 

" That no senator or reprefieiit&\\ie e>W\, ^^srSk^ '^da: 
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time for which he was elected, be appointed to aHj of 
uader the aulhoriiy of the U. Slates," 

By the Virginia Convention, as followa : 

" That the members of the senate and house of 
reaentaLives shall be ineligible to, and incapable of, hoi 
ing any civil oflice under the authority of the U. SUtn. 
during the term for which they «hall rcspectiveiy tx 
elected." 

By the North Carolina convention, the same ameiu!- 
ment was recommended, in the same wurda. 

In the first aession of the first congress, which wu 
held under the constitution, a member of the house of rep- 
resentatives submitted a similar proposition of aneni)- 
ment ; and, in the third session of the eleventh congren, 
James Madison being president, a like proposition wv 
again submitted, and being referred to a committee of iIm 
house, was reported by them in the following words ; 

"No senator or representative shall be appointed to 
any civil office, place or emolument, under the aulhaTiiy 
of the United Slates, until the expiration of the presidfo- 
tial term in which uuch person shall have served as a hd- 
ator or representative." 

Upon ihe question to adopt this resolution, the v 
stood 71 yeas, 40 naye, wanting but three votes of 
constitutional number fur the referring it to thedt 
of the states. 

Haying thus shown, by a Kferenee to the reaereblei 
idence of our early history, that the principle of 
amendment now under consideration, has had the 
e port end approbation of the first friends of the conuit 
»tion, the committee will now declare their own optn' 
no favor of its correctness, and express ita belief thai i 
Killing principle in the organization of the federal gOTcr 
Fment demands its adoption. 

That ruling principle demands that the three _ 
branches of the fedi-ro) government, the executive, j^if] 
lative and judiciary, should be separate and distinct " 
each other, not only in contemplation of law, but in , 
of fact ; and, for this end, that each should not only hi» 
its independent organization, but that the hidividual* li- 
ministering eac\\, B\iOu\i\]t ■wb.allY free from th« «« 
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aud influence of the individuald who administered the oth- 
ers. 

To secure this independence on the part of the Presi- 
dent, and to prevent the executive from starving him inte 
a compliance with their will, hy withholding his necessa- 
ry support, or seducing him into an acquiescnce in their 
views, by tem])tiug his avarice with an augmented salary, 
(Fed. Ao. 77,) it is provided in the constitution that he 
shall receive a, fixed compensation for his services, which 
shall neither be in<;r eased nor diminished during the term 
for which he was elected. 

To secure the independence of the legislative dcj)art- 
ment, and to prevent the executive from influencing its 
deliberations, by retaining a set of dependants in the sen- 
ate and house of representatives, always ready, like the 
placemen in the British parliament, to support the meas- 
ures of administration, it was provided, in the same con- 
stitution, that persons holding offices under the authority 
of the United States, should be wholly excluded from the 
Hoor of congress. 

The committee believe that this provision for the in- 
dependence of the senate and house of representatives, 
though wise and proper as far as it goes, docs not go far 
enough to accomplish the object it had in view. They 
admit that the presence of office Judders in the legislative 
department would be the bane of honest and independent 
legislation ; and they believe that the presence of office - 
hunters would be equally fatal. The danger to be appre- 
hended from each, is, in effiict, the same. The office 
holder would support the measures of administration, for 
the purpose of saving the office which he had in posses- 
sion ; the office hunter would support the same meas- 
ures, for the purpose of securing tire office which he had 
in expectation. By either party, the interest of the coua- 
try would be sacrificed to the views of the executive : and 
the appropriate means for preventing this mischief, was 
first to exclude office holders from scats in congress, and 
this the constitution has done ; and, secondly, to prevent 
senators and representatives from taking aj)pointmenta 
from the president under whose administration they had 
served, and this it has omitted to do. The omission was 

36 
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too molerial to escape lite obscivatioa of ihoae who yi 
not blind to the defects of the cotiBtitutioD ; and iheirU 
iniadversions were too loud and vehement lo pass a 
LJced by the great advocates for the ralificatioD oflWit 
Mtrumeot. The authors of the Federalist, in their Jft, ^ 
&B, fell it lo he their duly to meet the objection w' 
grow out of this omisBion. But even these great n 
,Mnth their superior abilities, and ardent zeal in theh 

~^'- could do no more than to diminish the qnwfl 

[anger which could not be denied lo exist, aiU 
ivilh a brilliant declamation, a part of their t)»J 
lored eonatitutioii which could not be defended. Thej^ 
toil]: I 

" Somclimes we are told, that this fund of comiption, I 
|executive appointments,) ia to be exhausted by the Pre*- J 
ident in Eubduing the virtue of the senate. Now, the ft 
lity of the other house is to be the victim, llieifl 
bability of such a mercenary and pertidititis coinl 
iionof the several members of the government, s^. 
911 as dilfcrent foundations as its republtcaji prindpl 
will well admit, and al the same time accountable to ll 
lociely over which they are placed, ought alone lo q; 
this apprcheusion. But, fortunately, theconatitutionbl 
provided a still further safeguard. The members of A 
•ongress are rendered ineligible to any civil offices A 
may be created, or of which the emoluments maybei> 
•Teased, during the term of their eleeliou. No oAn 
liierefore, can be dealt out to the existing memheri, b 
»uch as may become vacant by ordinary casualties i « 
to luppose that these would be sufficient to purchaw ll 
llMardiaiiB of llie people, selected by the people ihei 
•elves, is to renounce every rule by which events Dagl 
lo be calculated, aud to substitute an indiscnminale U 
mbounded jealousy, with which all reasoning muft k 
T«in." 
They doubted the validity of these argumenta, anj eo 
" ided the report as follows : Considering all whiclu ti 
mmittee have come to the unanimous rcaohition loW 
tut to the senate a proposition of amendment lo tlie Mi 
ititution of the Vuitad Btatai, embracing th« prinaipl* 
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^^^gsolved, by the senate and house of repreaentalives 
of tlie Uniied States of America in congreBS assembled, 
two thirds of both hoiiseaconciirrinc;. That the followinf 
amendment to the omstituiion of the United States bs 
proposed to the legislattires of the seveml states ; which, 
when mtifieil by three-fourths of suid legislatures, shall 
be raltd, loall intents and purposes, as part of said con- 
atituiion : 

No senator or representatiFe shall be appointed to any 
elTii office, place or emolument, under the authority of 
the United States, until the expiration of the presidentiHl 
term in whirh snch person shall have served as a senator 
or a representative. », 

During the session and on the fourth of July, just half 
a century from the time when Adams and JeHersua sig;D- 
eil the Declaration of ludepeodeace, they both departed 
this life, within s few hours of each other. They had 
both been presidents of the Uniied States, and bo^ vice 
presidents. This is certainly an extraordinary coinei- 
dence, and worthy to be perpelnaied in the archives of 
Uie nation. Nor is it a little remarkable, that on this 
day, af^er its observance by the national legislature, cer- 
tain members of congress addressed the legislature on 
the pecuniary embarrassments of Mr. Jefferson, with a 
view to his relief. The following extracts we beiievs 
will be acceptable. 

If I am asked why Jefferson is singled out amid his 
compatriots — my answer is, he stands pre-eminent alike 
for his services and his misfortunes. God forbid that I 
should diminish the just claims of that illustrious band, 
who, guided by the polarity of iheir superior genius, and 
by a courage that was above circumstances, to whom the. 
blessing of providence became a pillar of light — by 
which we were conducted through the wilderness of the 
land of promise. But lis one star differeih from another 
■ i.-ir in glory, so also is the lot ofman. It was his good 
ii.irtnne to occupy the front rank among the illustrioin.. 
He is one of three survivors, signers of the Dcdantlon 
of Independence. His associates are comfortable, and 
need no aid. 

If it be inquired how it has happened ihat he haa be- 
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come imporerishedl I answer, the delicacy of the 
ject forbids ihe inqoirj-, I may ask, however, what pol 
lie inslitiiiion is iJiere'in the United States that has 
profiteil of his bounty ! What son or daughter of affli 
tion, who hns asked for aid, that has not rcceired hii" 
(charily? What nation, tnngiie or kindred, that h: 
shari^d his hospitality T Hla fame had g'one abroad in Qir 
earth. lie wnp justly esleemi'd a disliogiiished benefac- 
tor of manliinil. He was resorted to as an oracle, thai 
they mi^ht hear with their own ears, from his own Kps. 
the sublime and the eternal trnths of religious liberiy. 
His doors were open to all. His responses were with.- 
held ifrom none. Th« sequel was inevitabli 
hie property. He disinterestedly sacrifired his 
dcnce on the altar of all the virtues. The charactet 
his country was ennobled by the sa 
still further ennobled by its being replaced by the gener- 
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second session of the nineteenth congress com- 
menced on the fourth day of December, 1836. The 
President's message, after noticing the unOnlshed and un- 
touched subjects of his former message, notices the de- 
cease of Alesander, of Russia, our commerce with Fmncf. 
and a ratifwd treaty with Denmark, says : — " Wiih Prus- 
sia, Spain, Portugal, and in general all the Europeaa 
Powers, between whom and the United Slates relatlwn* 
of friendly intercourse have existed, their condilion his 
not materially varied since the last session of congress. 
1 I'cgret not to be able to say the Eame of our commfrciil 
intercourse with the colonial possessions of Great Brjt- 
. ain, in America. Negotiations of the highest imporisDce 
■, to our common interests have been for several years in 
■discussion between the two governmenis, and on the part 
f llie United Slater have been invariably pursued in the 
plrit of candor and conciliation. Interests of great mag- 
litude and delicacy have been adjusted by the eonveu- 
.ions of 1815 and 1818, while that of 1822, mediated by 
lliK late emperor Alexander, had promised a satlsfscturr 
' ompromise of claims which the government of the ITni- 
od States, injustice to the rights of a numerous class of 
r citizens, waa Viound to sustain. But, with regard tu 
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'thecommercinl intercourse between the United Stated 
and the Urilisti c^aies in AmericQ, it hsa been hitherto 
found itnpracliculilB lo brint; the parties to an understand- 
ing' Balisfactory to both. Tlie relative geographical poiU 
tron. and the respective products of nature cultivated by , 
human industry, had constiiuied the elements of a con)' 
metcial inlercourae Itctweea tlie United Stale? and Brit- 
ish. America, insular and continental, important to the iiK ^ 
habitants of both countries. Bui it had been interdicted 
by Great Britain, upon a principle heretofore practised 
by the colomzini^ nations of Europe, of holding the trade 
of their colonies, each in exclusive monopoly to hersel£ 
After tlie terminalion of the late war, this interdiction 
had been revivedi and the British government decUnad 
including this portion of our intercourse wiih her possca- ' 
aions, in the' ney;otiation of the convention of I81&. 
The trade was ilien carried on exclusively in British ve*-' 
sela, till the act of congress concerning navigation, of 
181S, and the supplemental act of 1820 met the interdict 
hy a corresponding measure on the part of the United 
l^tes. These measures, not of retaliation, but of ne- 
eesaary self-defence, were soon succeeded by an act of 
parliament, opening certain colonial ports to the vessels' 
of the United Stales, coming directly from them, and t«' 
the importation from them of certain articles of ourpr*- 
duoe, burdened with heavy duties, and excluding some of 
ihe most Taluablearliclea of our exports. The United ' 
Stales opened ibeir ports to British vessels from the col* ; 
onies, upon term* as exactly corresponding with ihoseof' 
tbe set of parliament, as in the relative condition of the 
parties, could be made. And ■ negotiation was commen- 
eed by mutual consent, with the hope, on our part, that a 
Kciprocal spirit of accommodation, and a common Ecnli- 
Bent of the importance of the trade to the inlerests of 
the inhabitants of the two countries, between whom it 
must be carried oa, would ul timately bring the parties to 
a compromise, with which both might be satisfied. With 
this view, the government of the United-Slates had de-' 
termined to sacrifice something of that entire reciprocity ' 
which in all commercial arrangements with foreign pdw- ' 
era they are etttilied to demand, and to acquieice in some 
36- 
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inequalities disadvantageous to ourselves, rather thi 
Torego ihe-beneRt of a tinal and permasent adjustment of 
this inierest, to the satisfaction of Great Britain henelC 
The negutiution, repeatedly suspended by accideaul 
circumstances, was, however, by mutual agreement and 
express assent, considered as pending, and to he speedjlf 
resumed. In the mean time, another act of parliBmenli 
lo doubtful and ambiguons in its import as to have bees 
mi sunders I nod by (he officers in the colonies who were 14 
carry it into execution, opens again certain colonial porU) 
upon new conditions and terms, with a threat to cIom 
them against any nation which may not accept thou 
terms, as prescribed by the British goFernment. Thil 
act passed in July, 1825, not communicated to the goT^ 
ernment of the United States, not understood by llw 
British officers of the customs in the colonies where it 
was lo bo enforced, was nevertheless submitted to ll)« 
cnnsideraiiou of congress, at their last session. Will 
the knowledge ihat a negotiation upon the sut^eethid 
long been in progress, and pledges given of its resump- 
tion at an early day, it was deemed expedient to &wul 
the result of that negotiation, rather than to subsctilic 
implicitly to terms, the import of which was not elm, 
and which the British authorities themselves, in tbti 
hemisphere, were not prepared to explain. 

He closes the subject of British difficulties, by tru*liii{ 
that the misunderstanding noticed would not have aO ID' 
propitious eflect on other subjects connected with W 
mutual relations. 

He then alludes to the Panama mission, and prean 
iie opinion that we ought lo be there represented. 

Of our fiscal concerns, and the contemplated redueliHi 
inC the public debt, he speaks in favourable terms. ^ 
llhe military and naval departments he speaks in a faTOi 
LJtble manner, and extols the mauagement of tha pott 
lee department. 

■ The conclusion is as follows ; — 
Wlln closing this communication, I trust it will n«t' 
* Mmed inappropiiate to the occasion and purpoava n|i 

* ' ' re are liere assembled, to indulge a inomenury 
t, Gombiniug, in a single glanca, the period of 
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Brigin as a national confederalion with thai of oor pres- 
ent existence, st the precise interval of half a cenlitry 
from each other. 8irjce your last nieeiing at this place, 
the fiftieth anniferHary of the day when our .in(!epend< 
ence was declared, haa been celebrated throughout our 
land, and on that day, when every heart was bounding 
with joy and every yoioe was Uined to grattalalion, amid 
the blsBsings of freedom and independence, which th« 
atros of a former ay;e had handed down to their cltildreiu 
tiro of the principal actors in that solemn scene, the hand 
that penned the ever memorable dcclaraiioa, and ths 
voice that guntained it in debate, were, by the summonSt 
at the diitance of seven hundred milea from each Other, 
called before the Judge of all, to account for their deedi 
done upon earth. They departed, cheered by the bene- 
dictions of their country, to whom they left the inherit- 
«Bee of their fame, and the memory of their bright ex* 
ample. If we turn our thoughts lo the condition of their 
country, in the contrast of the first and last day of that 
century, how resplendent and sublime is the transition 
from gloom to glory ! Then glancing through the same 
lapce of lime, in the condition of the individuals, we aea 
the first day marked with the fulness and vigour of youth 
in the pledge of their Uvea, their fortunes, and their sa- 
cred honor, to the cause of freedom and of mankind, 
A.nd on the last, extended on the bed of death with but 
sense and sensibility left to breathe a last aspiration 
HcaTen of bleising upon their country ; may we 
humbly hope that to ihem too, it was a pledge of Iransi* 
tion from gloom to glory ; and that while their martat 
restmenti were sinking into the clod of the valley, their* 
emancipated apirita were ascending lo the boiom of Uteir 
God! 

During the session, a number of interesting reporta 
were made from the different departments and a number 
of raluable documents presented. The famous ireatT* 
with M'lntosh and other Creek chiefs was put ander ex- 
amination and condemned. 

This treaty it may be recollected, was made bj M'ln* 
hiah, in a clandestine manner, for which he subsequently 
■ufiered death. Ci re um stances, and dear te«timon^' 
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were adduced to 9)iow that this was the slate of the ttes- 1 
ty, and it was no longer eoosidered obligatory on eitheil 
the United States, or the Creek nalion. To show ihtj 
spirit of boslilily manifeBted by the cxeculive of Geoi*^ 
gia, nothing more is oeeessary, than to copy ihe Wo tf^ 
lowing orders. It is only necessary to stale, thatGeWqV 
gia had long coveted the Creek lands, and by coUorialif 
with some chiefs, determined to possess them even st lb* I 
point of the bayonet, and the destrnclion of the abmi^ I 
gines, We rejoice that the general government slopped I 
the torrent of usurpation, and exhibited the feature! <f J 
finuDcfis, justice, and generosity. 

Executive department, Geo. Milledgeville, Feb. 17, 16fi . 
Ordered, That the attorney and solieitora genenl^l 
tbit state, in every instance of complaint made of d~ 
arrest of any surveyor, engaged in the survey of the la 
acquired («rrilory, l)y any civil process, under the k 
thoritjr of the government of the United States, do tik* 
all necessary and legal measures to efiect the libcntioij 
of the person so arrested, and to bring to justice eithe^ 
by indictment or otherwise, the oHicera or parties NDrfl 
eerned in snch an arrest, as olTenders against the laws raiiil 
violaters of the peace and personal security of the pub* 
Ik officers and citizens of this state. That they gin 
professional advice and assistance in their defence tgunat 
■ny prosecution or action which may be insiiwiid 
against them as oflicers in the service of the state, utd 
that they^ promptly make known to this department theii 
acts and doings in the premises. It is moreover enjoiih 
ed on the civil magistrates of this state, having compe- 
tent jurisdiction of the same, to be acting and asstBttn; 
ininquiring into the cause of every such arrest or dctes- 
f Hon sa aforesaid, that th« person may be diacbargeii 
"" "' ' h, if illegally or nnjuslly detained, and i " ' 

I redress to tbe aggrieved or injured par 

nay be entitled to receive. 

the governor, K. H. PIERCE 
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Head quarters, MiUedgevUle, \lth Fth. 1827. 
ORDERS. 
The major genemlB commanding llie 6lk and 7lh divw- 
iona will irainedia[i;ly issue orders to hold in readinen 
iho aCTera! regimenta and baltaiions wilhin iheir reaped- 
ive commanda to repel any hostile inva3ion of (he territo- 
ry of this statp. Depots of arras and ammunition oea- 
iral to each division will be esiablished in due lime. 
By the commander-in-chief, 

JOHN W. A. SANFORD, Aid-de-camp. 

This congress closed its session on the third of Mareli, 
anil the twentieth congress opened its sillinga on the 
third of December, 1827. 

On the fourth, the meaaage of the president was re- 
ceived and read in both housea. After giving a general, 
but concise and elevating view of our ailuation aa a peo- . 
pie, he thua apeaks of our foreign concerns : — Our rela- 
tions of friendship with the other nations of the earth) 
political and commercial, have been 'preserved unimpair- 
ed ; and the opportunities to improve them have been 
cultivated with anxious and unremitting attention. A ne- 
gotiation upon suhjeeta of high and delicate intere^fwilh 
the government of Great Britain, haa terminated in the 
adjustment of some of the questions at issue upon aatis- 
factory lermB, and the postponement of others for future 
discussion and agreement. The purposes of the conven- 
tion concluded at St Petersburg, on the 12ih day of Ju- ' 
]y, 1832, under the mediation of the late emperor Alex- 
ander, have been carried into effect by a subsequent con- 
vention, concluded at London on the l.^th of November, 
1826, the ratifications of which were exchanged at that 
place on the 6th day of February last. A copy of the 
proclamation issued on the nineteenth day of March last, 
publishing this convention, is herewith communicated to 
congress. The sum of livelve hundred and four thou- 
sand nine hundred and sixty dollars, therein slipulated tof 
be paid to the claimants of indemnity ondiT the first ar- 
ticle of the treaty of Ghent has been duly received, and , 
the commission instituted, conformably to the act of con- 
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groBB of the second of March last, for the distribution ol I 
the indemnity to the persons entitled to receive it, Vt 
now in session, and approaching the consummalion at 
their labours. This final disposal of one of the IB04 
painful topics of collision between the Uuited StsteBaad 
Great Britain, not only aflbrds an occasion of gntalw 
tion to ourselves, but has hat! the happiest effect in prw 
moting a friendly disposition, and in softening aaperitui 
upon other objects of discussion. Nor ought it to pMI 
without the tribute of a frank and cordial aeknowled^ 
ment of the magnanimity with which an honourable ns» 
lion, by the reparation of their own wrongs, achlereii 
triumph more glorious than any £eld of blood atae\ 

" The conventions of 3d July, 1815, and of 20lh Ocl* 
ber, 1818, will espire, by their own liniiiation, on Ull 
SUlh October, 1828. These have regulated the din 
commercial intercourse between the TJniied Stales > 
Great Britain, upon terms of the most perfect reciptoci 
ty ; and they effected a temporary compromise of dien 
speclive rights and claims to territory westward of ll 
Rocky mountains. These arrangements have beeDCff 
tinued for an indefinite period of lime, after the e^qrin 
lion C||tthe above mentioned conventions ; leaving cm 
party the liberty of terminating them, by giving IWpll 
months notice to the other. The radical principle of i 
•ommercial intercourse between independent natioHii 
the mutual interest of both parties. It is the vital apil 
of trade itself ; nor can it be reconciled to the nature I 
man, or to the primary laws of human society, that u 
traffia should long be willingly pursued, of which all it 
Advantages are on one side, and all the burdens on A 
other. Treaties of commerce have been found, byezpi 
rience, to be among the most effective instruments {) 
promoting peace and harmony between nations who 
interests, exclusively considered on either side n 
broughtinlo frequentcollisions by competition. In frl 
ining such treaties, it is the duty of each party not nmp| 
irge with unyielding periinaciiy that which suitii 
Q iniarcst, but to concede liberally to that which : 
.pled to the inleresl of the other. To accompltsh tl' 
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little more is generally required than a simple observance 
• f ihe rule of reciprocity ; and were it possible for the 
alalesmen of one notion, by stratagem and management, 
to obtain from the weakness or ignoranee of another, aa 
over-reaching treaty, such a compact would prove an in- 
centive to war rather than a bond of peace. Our con- 
ventions with Great Britain arc founded upon ihe princi- 
ples of reciprocity. The commercial intercourse be- 
tween the two countries is greater In magnitude and 
amount than between any two other nations on the globe. 
It is, for all purposes of benefit or advantage to both, u 
precious, and, in all probability, far more extensive, than 
if the parties were still constituent parts of pne and ihs 
same nation. Treaties between such states, regulating 
the intercourse of peace between them, and adjusting in,- 
lercsts of such transcendant importance to both, which 
ha»e been found, in a long experience of years, mutfiall^ 
advantageous, should not be lightly cancelled or discon- 
tinued. Two conventions, for continuing in force those 
Above mentioned, have been concluded between the pleui 
ipolenliaries of the two governments, on the 6th of Att- 
gust last, and will be forthwith laid before the senate for 
ibe exercise of their constitutipnal authority concerning 
them." 

He then alludes to the execution of the treaties of 1782, 
and "83, respecting the boundary line of the Union, show- 
ing tliat difficulties had arisen respecting their adjustment, 
Commissioners had been appointed by both parties, to 
settle these questions, but the object had not been fullj 
■ccomplished, and a convention of September 1826, wais 
intended for reference to the senate. He then notices a 
communication from llie governor of Maine, touching 
the difficulties respecting territorial jurisdiction, whicu 
bad occurred in the vicinity of that state, and concludes 
ttie subject by stating that he had taken measures to obr 
tain tlie best information of facts in the case, which should 
be communicated when received. He also reTcrts to the 
difEculties and embarrassments arising from the Brilidi 
•olonial regulations, which be slates as not yet appr«xi- 
Bisling to a friendly understanding. 

In speaking of France, ho states that eir wmmtne 
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with that people is increaiting, while it ia a source of re- 
gret, thai our demanila on that government for apuilia- 
lioas, remain iiiiscllled. Wiih the Kingdom o( Sweden, 
a new treaty had been concluded, and a ministor pleni- 

fiotenl)ary trom tlie llanaeatic towns received. Witt 
.ussia we are at peace, and the good underslaDdinf 
which sufaeisled with Alexander, has not been intenopk 
ed by the succession of hi» brother Nicliolas, to the to- 
pira. 

Of the SreeliS, he apeaks moat feelingly, and oolko 
the letter of ihanka from llie president of that countij, 
^hich was lo be transkled, and placed before congTMi. 
Alluding to our oouihern neighbours, he sayi : " In Uii 
lerican hemisphere, the cause of freedom and iiid«- 
indence has continued to prevail ; and if signalized ^ 
pone of these splendid triumpba wttich had crowned wi| 
glory some of the preceding years, it has only been tt 
the hanishmeni of all external force against which 
struggle had been mainlaiocd. The shout of victory 
been superseded by the expulsion of the enemy 
whom it could have been achieved. Our friendly wi 
es and cordial good will, which have constantly folloi 
the soulbcrn nations of America in all the vicissUodes 
their war of independence, are succeeded by a BOlicillii 
equally ardent and cordial, that by the wiadom and pn 
7 of their institulioHB, they may secure to tlicms«|i 
the choicest blessings of social order, and tlio best i 
wards of virtuous liberty." 

The message then alludes to our remaining diSicabi 
with Brazil, which he had taken measures lo setllGi I 
finally returns to the more grateful subjects of our iiU 
aal concerns thus ; 

" Turning from the momentous concerns of ourunii 
in its inierciitirsc with foreign nations, lo tliose of 1 
deepest interest in the adminiE (ration of our iniera^i 
fairs, we 6nd the revenues of the preseoi year t6itl 
ponding as nearly as might be eitpecled to the antJO] 
lions of the last, and presenting an aspeol still CQWI 
Tourablc in the promise of the nest. The balance inl 
treasury, on the ftrst of January last, was six millia 
thrse hundi«d ani 6ft^--ftV5til thouiand six hundrad « 
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Nghty-alx <]ollarc and dghleen cents. The receipti rrnm 
thsiday lo thf 30lli of September last, as near as th« 
returns of ihem yet received can show, Hinouiit to tix' 
teen millions eight huiulred and eighty-six ihouxiind five 
hundred and eighty one dollars and thirty t^vo eent«. 
The receipts of the present ([uartev, ealiiaatcd at four 
millionH live hundred and lifteen thousand, udded to iha 
above, form an aggregate of twenty-one millions four 
hundred thousand dullara of receipts. The expenditurva 
of the year may perhaps amount to twenty-two millioBs 
three hundred thousand dollars, presentiDg a Email ex- 
cess over the receipts. But, of tliese twenly-lwo mil- 
lionsi upwards of six have been applied to the discharge 
of ihe [viucipal of the public debt ; the whole amount 
of which, approaching seventy-four millions on the first 
of January last, will, on the iirst day of next year, fail 
short of sixty-seven milHons and a half. The balance 
m the treasury, on tlie first of January next, it is expect- 
ed will exceed five millions four hundred end fifty thou- 
rand dollars, a sum exceeding that of the first of Janua- 
ry, 1825, though falling short of that exhibited on tba 
first of January last. 

*' It was foreseen that the revenue of the preseat year 
would not equal that of the last, which had itself been 
less than that of the next preceding year. But the hope 
has been realized which was entertained, that these defi- 
cicucies. would in no wise interrupt the steady opera- 
tion of the discharge of the public debt by the anniwl 
ten millions devoted to that object by the act of 3d Msreh, 
1817. 

" The amount of duties secured on merchandise im- 
ported from the commencement of the ye;ir until theSOlh 
of September last, is twenty-one millions two hundred 
aod twenty-six thousand, and the probable amount of 
that which will be secured during the remainder tif (ha 
year, is live millions seven hundred and seventy four 
thousand dolbrs ; forming a sum total of twenty seven 
; niUione. With the allowances for drawbacks 



k tiiw^it deficiencies vliich may occur, though not specifi. 
■ cbITj 



iTy foreseen, we may safely estimate the receipts of th« 
K eniuing year at twenty-two milUons three hundred thou- 
37 
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■and dollars ; a revenue for the next, equal to the expeo*-' 
diture of the present year. 

" The deep solicitude fell by our citizens of all classet 
throughout the union for the total discharge of the publie 
debt, will apologize for the earnestness with which I 
deem il my duty lo urge thiB topic upon the conaidenition 
of congress — of recommending lo them again the obs^rr- 
ance of the strictest economy in the application of die 
pnblic funds. The depression upon the receipts of tbt 
revenue which had commenced with the year 1826, cqO" 
tinued with increased severity during the two first quar- 
ters of the present year. The returning tide began to 
flow with the third quarter, and, so far as we can jud^ 
from experience, may be expected to continue throng 
the eoLirse of the ensuing year. In the mean time, u 
alleviation from the burden of the public debt will, 
three years, have been eiTecled, to the amount of 
sixteen millions, and the charge of annual interest ' 
haye been reduced upwards of one million. But ami 
the maxims of political economy which the stewardti 
the public moneys should never suffer without argent 
eeasity lo be transcended, is that of keeping the 
tares of the year within the limits of its receipts, 
appropriations of the two last years, including the 
ten millioas of the sinking fund, have each equal! 
promised revenue of the ensuing year. While w» i 
see with confidence that the public cofTers will be rei 
ished from the iieceipts, as fast as they will be drained' 
the expenditures, equal in amount to those of the d 
rent year, it should not be forgotten that they could] 
tufier the exhaustion of larger disbursements." 
Aflcr noticing the measures taken with a. view to 
I temal improvements, he mentions ibe report from 
MBt office department, as very satisfactory and end 
Ing, and closes by recommending the subject of pej 
lb our remaining revolutionary officers and soldien, 
lebt oSjustice, rather than oue of gratitude. 
[ The report of the treasurer states, thai more tbu 
pillions and a quarter, by estimation would be ia 
inds, on the first of Jannary, and recommends >I 
a to the lariQ ot \@^ The article of dom«slic 
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bctures, are estimated at more than seven millions, ex- 
ported. Other exports at about eighty millions. He 
fltatea that mnny articles of home manufacture had be- 
come cheaper, more abunduat, and of superior quality, 
since the adoption of the tarifl) than before, and presBM ' 
on the sounlry the importance of increasing the tariff) ' 
particularly on wool and woolen goods, fine cotton go< 
bar iron and hemp. It is not possible, however, in 
condensed sketch, to give an outline of this valuable 

Early in the session, steps were taken to ascertain 
importance of revising thoroughly, the tariff system of 
1824, A committee was appointed, clothed witii ampla 
powers to investigate the subject. This report was mads 
in February, from which we shall give a few extracts. 

After staling the many obstacles necessary to be over- 
come, and the labors to which they were subject, 
committee proceeds : " This labor being performed, the 
committee at once began their examinatioaa of such wit- 
oesses, members of the house and others, as were witMn' 
their reach, and believed to be possessed of valuable and 
practical information upon any of the subjects before 
them. The examination of these witnesses was not; 
completed, when the arrival of some attending under 
summonses, was announced. An application was then 
immediately made to the house for leave to sit duiing the 
hours of session of the house ; and nearly every daj^ 
eince that leave was e;ranted, has been entirely occupied, 
to the almost total neglect of other public and private . 
duties, in the laborious examination of witnesses, pur- 
suant to the resolution under which the committee were ; 
^ acting. It is but justice here to remark, that the original 
expectation of the committee, under the resolution offer- 
ed by them to the house, was to have made aii expedi- 
tious inquiry into the situation of one or two manufao- 
tuiing inlere^R, rather to enable them to determine what 
further protection these interests really required, than 
with the expectation, within the limited time which they 
had allowed to themselves for the purpose of being abW 
to collect and report to the house, a body of evidence 
upon several important branches of our domestic me 
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■and dollars; a revenue for ifae next, equal to the expen* 
diture of the present year. 

" The deep solicitude felt by our citizeoa of all clsssa 
throughout the union for the total discharge of the publii 
debt, will apologize for the earneatneas with which 1 
deem it my duty to urge this topic upon the consideralioa 
of confess — of recommending to them again the obiieiT- 
ance of the strictest economy in the application of tlu 
public funds. The depression upon the receipts of Ai 
revenue which had commenced wiih the year 1888, con- 
tinued with increased severity during the two first qnai- 
tera of the present year. The returning tide began W 
flow with the third quarter, and, so far as we can judp 
from experience, may be expected to continue throagli 
the course of the ensuing year. In the mean dme, ai 
alleviation from the burden of the public debt will, in thi 
three years, have been efTected, to the amount of nearly 
HKteen millions, and the charge of annual interest wiU 
h&ye been reduced upwards of one million. But ainoiil 
the maxims of political economy which the steward! R' 
the public moneys should never suffer without urgent ne- 
cessity to be transcended, is that of keeping the expeoili- 
tures of the year irilhin the limits of its receipts. The 
appropriations of the two last years, including therearlj 
ten millions of the sinliing fund, have each equalled the 
promised revenue of the ensuing year. While w* for* 
lee with confidence that the public coffers will be repine 
ished from the receipts, as fast as they will be drained by 
the expend iturea, equal in amount to those of the CB^ 
rent year, it should not be forgotten that they could iB 
mffer the exhaustion of larger disbursements." 

Ailer noticing the measures taken with a view t 
icrnal improvements, he mentions the report from th« 
post office department, as very satisfactory and encourtg* 
ing, and closes by recommending the subject of pension! 
to our remaining revolutionary officers and soldiers, ■■ ■ 
debt of justice, rather than one of gratitude. 

The report of the treasurer states, that more than «ii 
millions and a. quarter, by estimation would be in hit 

I^nds, on the first of Jannary, and recommends an addl- 
ioB to the tariff of 1634. The article of doiuMtic n 
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(sctures, are estimated at more than seven millions, ex- 
ported. Other esporla at about eighty millions. He 
states thai many articles of home manufacture had be- 
come cheaper, more abundant, and of superior qualit}', 
since ihe adoption of the tariff, (lian before, and presses ' 
on the aountry the importance of increasing the tariff) \ 
particularly on wool and woolen goods, fine cotton goods, 
bar iron and hemp. It is not possible, however, in this 
condensed sketch, to give an outline of this valuable 
report 

Early in the session, steps were taken to ascertain the 
importance of revising thoroughly, the tariff system of 
1824. A committee was appointed, clothed with ample 
powers to investigate the subject. This report was made 
in February, from which we shall give a few extracts. 

After stating the many obstacles necessary to be over- 
come, and the labors to which they were subject, the 
committee proceeds : " This labor being performed, the 
committee at once began ihcir examinations of such wit' 
nesses, members of the house and others, as were within 
their reach, and believed to be possessed of valuable and 
practical information upon any of the subjects before 
them. The esaniination of these witnesses was not 
completed, when the arrival of some attending under 
summonses, was announced. An application was then 
immediately made to the house for leave to sit during ths 
hours of session of the house ; and nearly every day 
since that leave was granted, has been entirely occupied, 
to the almost total neglect of other public and private 
duties, in the lajjorious examination of witnesses, pur- 
suant to the resolution under which the committee wera *| 
acting. It is but justice here to remark, that the original 
expectation of the committee, under the resolution offer- 
ed by them to the house, was to have made an expedi- 
tious inquiry into the situation of one or two manufao- 
tuiing interests, rather to enable them to determine what 
further protection these interests really required, than 
with the expectation, within the limited time wliich they 
had allowed to ihemeelFes for the purpose of being able 
to collect and report to the house, a body of evidence 
upon several important branches of our domestic manu- 
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■■nd dollara; s revenue for the next, equal to the cTpfln>' 
diture of the present year. 

" The deep solicitude felt by our eiiizens of all clasMi 
throughout the union for the total discharge of the publig 
debt, will apologize for the earnestness with which 1 
deem il my duly to urge this topic upon the consideralioi 
of congress — of recommending' to them ag&in the oba^r^ 
ance of the atricleat economy in the 'application of tht 
public funds. The depression upon the receipts of tbt 
revenue which had commenced with the year 1828, totr- 
tinned with increased sereriiy during' the (wo first (flat' 
ten of the present year. The returning tide begtn Is 
flow with the third quarter, and, so far as we can judge 
from experience, may be expected to continue thiou^ 
the course of the ensuing year. In the mean time, n 
allevialion from the burdcu of the public debt will, io ihs 
three years, ha^e been eiTected, to the amount of nearly 
sixteen millions, and the charg'e of annual interest will 
haye been reduced upwards of one million. But amODg 
the maxims of political economy which the stewardsM 
the public moneys should never sufler without urgent ne- 
cessity to be transcended, is that of keeping the expeadi- 
turea of the year within the limits of its receipts. Tht 
appropriations of the two last years, including the yearlyi 
ten millloas of the sinking fund, have each equalled 
promiiied revenue of the ensuing year. While wo ft 
see with confidence tliat the public coffers will be repli 
ished from the receipts, as fast as they will be drained by 
the expenditures, equal in amount to those of the cur- 
rent year, it shouM not be forgotten that they could ill 
■ufler the exhaustion of larger disbursements." 

After noticing the measures taken with a view to in- 
ternal improvements, he mentions the report from ths 
postoflicedepariment, as very satisfactory andenconta^ 
rng, and closes by recommending [he subject of penBioni 
to our remaining revolutionary otficers and soldiers, M ~ 
debt oi justice, rather than one of gratitude. 

The report of the treasurer stalea, that more 

millions and a quarter, by estimation would be to 
hands, OR the first of Jannary, and recommends an ■ 
""i to the tariff of 1634. The article of domestic mai 
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(scturea, are estimated at more than seven millions, ex- 
ported. Other exports at about eighty millions. He 
states that many articles of home manufacture had be- 
come cheaper, more abundant, and of superior quality, 
since the adoption of the tariff, than before, and presses 
on the aountry the importance of increasing the tariff, 
particularly on wool and woolen goods, tine cotton goods, 
bar iron and hemp. It is not possible, however, in this 
condensed sketch, to give an outline of this valuable 

Early in the session, steps were taken to ascerUin t 
importance of revising thoroughly, the taiitl' system 
1824. A committee was appointed, clothed with ample 
powers to investigate the subject. This report was made 
in February, from which we shall give a few extracts. 

After stating the many obstacles necessary to be over- 
come, and the labors to which they were subject, ths 
committee proceeds : " This labor being performed, the 
committee at once began Ibeir examinations of suchwit- 
DCBses, members of the house and others, as were witfrin 
their reach, and believed to lie possessed of valuable and 
practical information upon any of the subjects before 
them. The examination of iheee witnesses was 
completed, when the arrival of some attending uii 
summonses, was announced. An application was then 
immediately made to tiie house for leave to sit during the ' 
hours of session of the house ; and nearly every day 
since that leave was granted, has been entirely occupied, 
to the almost total neglect of other public and private 
duties, in the laborious examination of witnesses, pur- 
suant to the resolution under which ibe committee were ', 
acting. It is but justice here to remark, that the original 
expectation of the committee, under the resolution offer- 
ed by them to the house, was to have made an expedi- 
tious inquiry into the situation of one or two manufao- 
tuiing interests, rather to enable them to determine what 
further protection these interests really required, than 
with the expectation, within the limited time which they 
had allowed to themselves for the purpose of being able ^ 
to collect and report to the house, a body of evidence 
upon several important branches of our domestic manu> 
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lielui'f ■• BO digested Mid smMigeii h lo b« of ml' 
il eervke t<i lilt liotisL- or to ijje public, ss b soorce of 
■rrecl infurmation u[H>n these complicated anbjeelK— 
« nni mil menu hotreTer, which was made to the re«ol» 
n by ilie hmise, su as to give the committee the i 

" (o senA for, and examine persons upon oith, if 
hliun to the prcsvat condition of our mantilaeivrK 
_,_ report the minuies of auch examination to titii 

hoiUf," ti will mdilj he seen, ndded greatly to thelabot 
■vhich the commiltee had proposed for themselvet; 
by that amemlmeat, ii was made the duty ot theeominip 
tee.ahould iJiey think proper to examiae wiincast«, t 
take their testimony in deliiil, and in such order as to rM 
der itat [(mst pnsBiibly intelligible to the hoiMe. TU 
additional labor wuft in no other way exeepliunshle loibi 
-Bommittec, than na it rendered somewhat doubirul Au 
'jlity to give their report to the house within iha liw. 
■ich they had aignified that it would be received. ^ 
' ir this- apprehension^ so desirous were theH" 
a full developeinciit of thefacl-i, thai theaiao 
PLTe^nluiion tnet their approbation; and they 4 

i, determined, if possible, to reaKicdl^^ 
IpeelaiionH of the house, so far, at least, as regardftf^ 
report wiihtn the time they bad indicated. 
" They have examined a little short of thirty wiUte 
h and the letiliniony uf each, hnatilv writteu out by • 
F qiTestiun and anewer, and annexei) to this report, ■ 
what fi,. Is have been collected by the examinaill 
II as the extent of the labor which the commttN 
e performed, The testimony of each witness t 
in, had been carefully read over with him, 
► corrected as to meet the fiill ussent of the witnesf ( 

" The leading Biihjecls presented to the committee f 

tditional pruiectiiin are iron and several manntiwtilF 

' of il, woo) and its fabrics, hemp and some 'of the mini 

farturea troia it, flax and its manufactures, and doiuoil 

distilled apirita from grain, particular descriptioflri I 

~'ms, and fine and printed cottons. Upon all these r" 

lavc beeu examined, and their testiiA 

Imported, comprises the evidence, upon ( 
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sabject, which the commiltee have taken under the reso- 
lution of the house, and embodies most of ihe inrornia" 
tion upon which they hove acted in determining the fea- 
tures of the bill which they have agreed upon. 

" The first subject which will be found in the bill, is 
that of iron, and considering Ihe importance of the arti- 
cle, as one of both national and individual necessity, the 
changes in the present rates of duty are comparatively 
very light. 

" The next subject in order is that of wool and wool- 
ens. To these subjects the greater part of the testimony 
of the witnesses hus been directed, and the committee 
have used every effort in their power to obtain preeiaa 
information as to ihe facta as they do actually exist in 
relation to the interests both of the wool grower and the 
manufacturer of wool. The real importance of these 
subjects to those sections of the country where wool is 
^own, and in which the manufactories are locatedi the 
feeling which has for some time agitated the pubhc mind 
throughout the whole country, in relation, on the one 
side, lo the necessity of further protection to ihem, and 
on the other side, to the injurious effects which such a 
measure would have upon the purchaser^f woollen fab- 
rics, have all conspired to induce this e^frtion on (ha 
part of the committee. They have therefore made the 
examinations of the witnesses, upon those subjects, as 
minute as possible, and, perhaps, in some instunces, they 
may appear tediously so. Indeed, many of the question! 
put to the witnesses, will alford abundant evidence that 
the committee had not suf&dent practical knowledga 
upon the subjects before thera, to enable them to make a 
series of interrogations, the answers lo which wo'ild 
place the testimony taken, in the clearest light. And 
when the members of the house shall have examined the 
evidence relating to the manufacture of woollen goods 
the commiltee cannotdoubt they will be entirely convinc- 
ed that none but a person intimately acquainted with the 
vsrious operations, could have drawn out a series of que»- 
lions upon the subject, susceptible of clear and intelllgi- 
4>le answers. The time of the committee did not author- 
ioe erea an attempt to do this, anJ, therefore, the exanu- 
37. 
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calinns, and particularly of som? of the wimefises firit 
rxamineil, will appear, as they were really laken — Ihe 
one %D9wcr, in many, if not in most instances, anggestinj 
the subsequent qu<.-stion. It will also be founil, uponan 
examination of tlie tCHliinony, thai the manufactuTe of 
woollens ie hardly susceptible of bein^ reduced within 
ihe Itmils of exact maihematical calculutiou, soa»ta 
enable the commiltee to arrive with this kind of cerOiO- 
ty, at the amount of duty which will furnish full proIM' 
tion, and at the eame time, will not go beyond that point 
Certain positions, howerer, they believe to be proved hf 
the evidence they have taken, which furnish great « ' " 
ance in approaching to correct conclusions." 

From ult which the cumuitlee cauld gather on lhefD))> 
jec-t. they think the following positions may be &iilj 
stated -.— 

lat. That the manufacture of woollen goods in 
country, is, at this time, a business laboring under a 
depressions, and attended with loss more severe upon & 
finer qualities, 

2d. That these depressions are owing, in a very greit 
degree, to tlie ^cessive and irregular importaliona m 



foreign nooUdlKeods Wo our markets : thus cauaiitgi 
6uctuBtioj) in^ma nn imcertainty of price for those g 
more injurious to the American manufacturer thaa 
the deprcssioji of price nhich these importatiosB p 
duce. 

3d. That the dilferences between the prices of W9 
of the same quality, in this country and in Englandyill 
Uie present time about fifty per cent in favor of thelf" 
country. 

4th. That the cost of raw wool in this eoimtry is sbtf 
one half of the coat of the fabric, when prepared forlli 
market, se a general rule applying to most kiddifl 
cloths. 

Sth. That if the cost of the wool and the cost tS ll 
foreign maleriaL used for dyeing, were the eanie in k 
countries, the process of manu facta rinfr the wo<d i 
cloth, Atted for the market, can be pertui med as chMf 
liiis country as it can in England. 

6lh> That the preaeut duty on woolleji goode dOM M 



'■t, 
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fernish ihe desireil proteciicn. and ihal no resionable 
duly can be effpcliial, iinlesa it be a sp«(Tific square yard, 
instead of ad raloreiti dury. 

Taking, then, [hese poHiiionfl da granted, ihe committee 
proi>nscd to lav the fcllowing duties : — 

1st, Upon ail manufactures of wool, or of which wool 
shall be a niTdponcnt part, the actual value of which at 
the place whence imported, shall nut exceed Rfty cents 
jier square yard, n spccitic duty of sixteen cents upon 
every square yard. 

Srf. Upon all manufactures of wool, or of which wool 
shall be a component pan, the actual value of which, at 
the place whence imported, shall exceed lifty cents per 
square yard, and shall not exceed ftl 00 per square yard, 
a specific duty of 40 cents upon every square yard. 

3il. Upon manufaelures of wool, or of which wool 
shall be a component part, the actual value of which, 
the place whence imported, shall exceed iftl 00 persquare 
ynrd, and shall not exceed S2 50 per square yard, a spe- 
cific duty of il 00 upon every square yard. 

4lh> Upon all manufactures of wool, or of which wool 
shall be a component pari, the actual value of which, ai 
ihe place whence imported, shall exceed'^ 50 per square 
vHrd, and shall nut exceed f4 ft) per square y«rd, shall 
be deemed to have cost 84 00 por square yard, ami at 
■noh valu;Uinn, shall be charged with, am^pay a duly of 
"to per renlufli ad valorero. 

5th. Upon all manufactures of wool, &c., (he actual 
value of which, at the place whence imported, shall ex- 
ceed 9-1 00 per square yard, shall be charged with, and 
pny a duly of -15 per centum ad valorem. 

The ati«iiliiin of the committee was next lurncil to 
liinnpaiid Hax, and certain nianufactiires from them 
.tfter showing that our country can raise aud manufacture 
from these articks to .idvantage, and that, in some points, 
ihey form an important item in the products of this 
country, they propose to lay R duly of $10 the ton on. 
nw hemp, and 4>0lhe Ion OH flax, and would make the 
Tata of duty progl-essive, until it should arrive ai $tiO the 
I'Tiiuit each. 

On fore.igu distilled spirita thn committee proposed & 
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additional duty of ten cents, and on foreign molasses, an 
InoreaBc of five cettts, the gallon. 

The great iinporlanKe of a national system, ia so eri- 
ilent, that few doubt the propriety of a tariff fur the pro- 
tection of domestic nianufactureB. This was the all ab- 
sorbins l^^^ii^^^ '^^ ^^ '^^^ session, and the measure has 
heen ejected. Whether all the details are unesceptioni- 
ble, is left for practice to determine. If faidls should be 
discovered, they can be remedied by the Jegialalure. If 
il should have an unequal bearing on different seclinns of 
the Union, the diRicully may be obviated ; or, if not, the 
only evils which will remain, are those which are insepa- 
rable from all general systems. All that can be requiieij, 
ia the greatest good of the whole as a nation. 

That opposition should be manifested to any greM m- 
tionitl change is not surprising ; it would railier surprise 
if this were not the case. No such change can be oiaile, 
without effecting individual interest. But, where ih« 
groat, the permanent interests, and permanent prosperiiy 
of the country are at stake, both wisdom and duty dic- 
tate, that the minor interests should give way. The bak 
ance of trade has been long enough against us. Com- 
mercial difHculli^ and scarcity of money, subslandate 
the fuel conclusively. To retrace our steps, and take art 
independent stand, was our only safe alternative, and 
rejoice that thia course has been pursued, because wei 
fully persuaded that the step will ultimately result it 

Rp.maTk.t vpo-n Part Third. 

The Mississippi, the Missouri, the Ohii 
Sows througli a wilderness ; targe three masted ships 
up them, and more than two hundred steam boats enli' 
their banks. 

Thus the United Stales cherish within their bosom, 
der the protection of liberty, an image and a menioi 
of roust of the celebrated places of ancient and 
Europe — like that garden in the Campagna of RoM 
U which Adrian had models of the different 
ipcmpire et«cted. 
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It shoBld be obB^rved that there i» scarcely a county 
bnt baa a town, village, or hiimlet, called Washington: 
touching unanimity of the gratimde of a nation 1 

Thirty high ronds meet at Washington, as the Romaa 
roads met at antient Rome and diverging from that point, 
rnu to the circtjmference of the United States. The 
whole forming an interior circulation of roada of 25,747 

From the points to which these roads tend it is ohri- 
ous that they traverse tracts formerly wild, but now culti- 
vated and inhabited. On a great number of these roads ' 
you may travel, post, or public stage roaches carry you 
from place to place at a moderate price. Yon may now* 
take the diligence for the Ohio, or the Falls of Niagara, 
as in former lime you engaged an Indian guide ur inter- 
preter, CroM roadu branch off from ihe prinripal roads, 
and are equally proviileil with the means of conveyance. 
These means are almost always of two kinds, for as there 
are every where lakes and rivers, you may travel eitlmi 
in row boats, sailing boats, or steam vessels. ' 

Veseelsi of the latter class make regular trips from Boa-' 
ton and New- York to New-Orleans ; they are likewise e*- ■ 
tabliahed on the lukcs of Canada, the Ontario, the Brie,: 
the Michigan, the CJhamplain ; on those Inkes wlieie thii- ' 
' iy 'years ago scarcely the canoes of the savages wer« 
he aeen, and where ships of the line now engage i 
another, 

* The steam vessels of the United Slates are not only" 
subservient to ihe wants of commerce, and of traveller^ 
but are also emploved for the defence of the country f 
dome of them, of immense size, placed at the mouth of 
lii-ers, armed wilh cannon and boiling water, resemble 
III once and the same time modern citadels and fortieaaet: 
tjf the middle ages. 1 

To the twenty-five thousand seven hundred add forty 
fpvvn niiles of general roads, must be added the extent of 
four hundred and nineteen district roads, and of 6(1^ 
*ight thousand one hundred and thirty-seven miles of wa* 
ter-wa.vB. The canals increase the number of the latter S 
ihe Middlesex canal joins the harbour at Boston with the 
3lerrimack ; the C'bamplain canal forms a eommuiiica-^ 
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lion between that lake and the CaDadian seas ; the famous ' 
Erie or New York canal, now unites Lake Erie and ihe 
Atlantic; llie Kantee, Cheaapeake and Albemarle canak 
were constructed by ihe States of Carolina and Virgini 
and as broad rirere running in different directions ap- I 
proach towards their sources, nothing was easier than (dI 
connect ihem together. Five roads to the Pacific Oceu | 
are already known; one only uf these roada ] ~ 

tJbrough the Spanish territory. 

^ A law of Congress, passed in the session of 1824^-5. di- 

Hects the establishment of a military post at Oregoa. 

I The Americans, who have a settlement on the Coliuubit, 
can thns penetrate to the great ocean by a zone of land 
nearly six degrees in breadth, between English, Russian, 
and Spanish America. 

There are, nevertheless, natural limits to rolonizatioiL 
The forests to the north and west of the Missouri a 
bounded by immense steppes, where not a tree is to 1 
seen, and which seem to be unsusceptible of cnllnr^ 
though grass grows abundantly upon ihem. This v 
dant Arabia afibrda a passage to the colonists who rep 
in caravans to the Rocky Mountains and New Mexico 
it separates the United States of the Atlantic from d 

United States of the South Sea, like those deserts wh iri 

in the Old World, are interposed between fertile region 
An American has offered to construct, at his own at 
pense, a solid high road from St. Louis on the Missisnp 

Ei to the mouth of the Columbia, if Congress will gfl 
im a tract ten miles in depth, on either side of theroi 
_J'hii gigantic proposal has not been accepted. 
^\J'Ji the year 1789, there were only seuenty-fire poat« 
1 the United States : there are now upwards 
in thousand. From 1790 to 1795, these office* i 
iBed from seventy-five to fourhundred and fifty-lhr« 
1^1800 their number was nine hundred and tht«ei 
they amounted to fifteen hundred and fifty aditl-f 
1 1610 to two thousand three hundred ; in 1817 toWltl 
lousand three hundred and lifty-nine ; in 1830 to M 
lousand and thirty; in 183S to nearly eight thonstl^ 
I Letters and packets are conveyed by mail 
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which travel about one hunilred and Gfty thousand miles 
B day, and by couriera, on horseback and on foot. ■ 

Offices for ihe mle of public lands are opened in the 
Stales of Ohio and Indiana, in the territory of Michigan. 
Missouri, and Arkansas, and in the States of Louieiana, 
Mississippi, and Alabama. It is computed that one hun- 
dred and fifty millions of acres of land fit for cultivation, 
exclusively of the soil of vast forests, yet remain to be 
disposed of. These hundred and fifty millions of acres 
are estimated to be worth fifteen hundred millions of dol- 
lars, at the average rate of ten dollars per acre, and reck- 
oning the dollars at no more than three francs — a very 
low calculation in every respect. 

We find twenty five military posts in the NoTthem 
States, and twenty two in the Southern. 

In 1790, the population of the United States wasS,- 
929,336 souls ; in 1800, it was 5,305,666 ; in IBIO, 7.- 
239,300 ; in 1 820, 9,609,827. This last number included 
1,681,436 slaves. 

The population of the United States has increased ey- 
ery ten years, from 1790 to 1820, at the rate of thirty-five 
per cent. Eight yeara have already elapsed of the ten, 
which will be completed in 1B30, when, it is presumed, 
the population of the United Stales will be little short of i 
12,875,000 souls : and the State of Ohio will have 850,- 
000 inhabitants, and that of Kentucky, 750,000. 

If the population were to go on doubling every twenty 
five years, the United States would have, in 1866, a pop- 
ulation of 25,750,000 souls ; and in twenty-five yeari 
more, that is to say, in 1880, that population would ex- 
ceed 50,000,000. 

In 1821, the value of native and foreign prodnctioni 
exported from the United States amounted to the sum of ' 
64,974,382 dollars. In the same year the public revenue 
was 14,264,000 dollars : the excess of the receipts be- 
yond the expenditure was 3,334,836 dollars. In the 
same year, also, the national ileht was reduced to 
89,204,236 dollars. 

The army has sometimes been raised to one hundred 
ihousand men: and the Navy of (he United States it 
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composed of eleven hbiI of the line, nine frigMrs, tai 
lifty iwher uliips of rarioua aiies. 

Jl if luperfluous to say any thing cqnceruifig tbe 
■ titiKJons of the ditTerent states : it is suSieieni to 
^H&Kt thi-y are nil free. 

^^Hfl*here is do predominant religion, but every eiiiscn i 
^HEtpf^cIt^d tu conform to some mode ol'Chridlian irard)i[ 
^■Sae Calliolic relij^ion is making cou^iderable pro^^nM L 
tbe Weotern States. 

Supposing, which 1 believe to be the ease, that the tia 

listicalEummafies published by the Uuiled li^tates are a 

|ggeratc>d by the Dationd vanity, still there will b« leAi 

fnl uf proepcrity well worthy of our hig'hest adiiut«< 

■ To complete ihia astonishing picture, we roust &gart 
vpurselvea rilies like Boalou, New York, Philadel^' 
ntttiiuure, SaTannah, New Orleans, lighted at fiig 
irilh horses and carriagCB, ofibring all the gniti&n 
s of luxury, brought to their port^ by thousands 4 
%ilis : we must hgure to ourselves tbe lakes of Camtl 
formerly &o qplitary, now covered with frigates, hrigi| 
cutters, bouts?, steam- vessels, iutermised with the em 
of the Indinns, as the large ships aad gaileya are v 
pinks, sloops, and caiques, in the waters of the Biw^ 
ms. Churches and hoiues, embellished with coluouiiS 
<:ireciaii architecture, rise from amidst these for«sta. Mil 
on the banks of these rivers, the ajcieiit ornaiDents 
the wildi^'ness. Add to these, spacious colleges, obwi* 
alories, erected for Bcience in the abode of Gavag« i^iwr 
ance ; all religions, all opinioRS, dwelling together li 
peace, labouring in concert fur the meliortttiun oflki 
humnii mce, and the developement of the human uaia 
standing, f^uch are the prodigies of liberty. 

The Abbe Kuynal olTered a prine for a solution af dn 
question: "What inliuence wiU the (liscovory nf lli 
New World have upon the Old World." 

Wriiera lost themselves in calculations relnnM tatf 
exportation and importation of the precious mctallt dt 

lopulalion of Spain, the increase of commeMC.n 
^provenieut uf the navy : nobody, as far as I ItaM 
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tOUghl the influence of the (li^icovery of America updo 
Europe, in tlie esiDblishment of tho American Republics.. 
They figured to themselrea the old monarchies continu' 
ing in much the same slate as ihey then were, sociely stu- 
lionary, the human mind neither advaneing nor retrogrti-4 
iling ; they had not the least idea of the revolution whii^h' 
in the space of twenty years has taken place in opinions.^ 
The most valuable of the Ireagurea which Ameries cotn 
tuiue within her bosom is libej'lji every nolion iacdlleftli^ 
work this inexhaustible mine. The discovery <it the Mj 
presentative republic by the United Slates is one of ImI 
greatest political events that ever occurred. This evenj 
proves, as I have elsewhere observed, that [lierc are two 
practicable kinds of liberty ; the one belonging to the in 
tancy of nations, the offspring of manners and virtue, the 
liberty of the tirst Greeks and of the first Romanii, itnil 
tftB liberty of the savages of America ; the other bom ia 
I ihe old age of nations, the offspring of knowledge and 
yressoQ, the liberty of the United States, whi^rh has super- 
rseded the liberty of the Indian. Happy country. Which 
in less than three centuries has passed from one liberty ic 
the other, almost without effort, and by means of a con 
test which lasted only eight years ! 

Will America preserve this last kind of liberty I Will 
there not be a division of the United States ? May we 
not already perceive the germs of these divisions ? Has 
not a representative of Virginia already supported ths 
thesis of the ancient Greek and Roman liberty with thfl 
'systems of slavery against a deputy of Massachusetts 
who advocated the cause of modern liberty withoilj 
staves, such as Christianity has made it T 

Will not the Western Stales, extending IhcmselveafM* 
iher and Oirther, and being too remote from the AtlaiilJQ 
States, be desirous of having a government to them- 

Lastly. are the Americans a perfect people ? have they 
nut their vices like other men ! are they morally superior 
to the English, from whom they derive their origin ' 
Will not the tide of foreign emigration, incessantly pou 
ing upon them from all parts of Europe, eventually dL 
stroy the homogeneuusness of their race 1 Will not ths 
I 38 
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meTcaiilile spirit gain ascendancy ! la not self iniereM 
beginning lo be a predominant national dpfcct among 
iheni ! 

We are also obliged ro confess with pain, that tiie es- 
tablishmcnCof the Republics of Mejcico, Culoinbia, Pf' 
ru, Chili and Buenos Ayres, is pregnant with danger to 
the United Mtates. While the latter had about iheni 
nothing biilihe colonies of a Transatlantic kingdonit wai 
waa not probable. 

, May not rivalships now spring up between the old re- 
publics of North America and the New repubUn Ol 
Spanish America t Will not the latter interdict alUtiBCe 
with European powers 1 If both sides should haie re- 
course to arms ; if tlie military spirit should take poi- 
seasion of the United States ; a great captain m^ 
arise ; glory loves crowns; soldiers are bnl brilliant fitr- 
gers of chains, and liberty is not sure of preserrJAg in 
patrimony mider the guardianship of viclory. 

Let what will happen, liberty will never be eating 
banished from America : and here it is right to spedn 
one of the great advantages possessed by liberty, the o$ 
spring of manners. „.-..- . , ,^' 

Liberty, the olTspring of manners, periBhes when 11 
principle deteriorates, and it is in the nature of maniiet 
lo deteriorate with time. 

Liberty, the offspring of manners, hegina befoni de 
potism in the days of poverty and obscurity : it laloitj 
despotism, andin ages of glory and luxury. 

Liberty, the ollspring of knowledge, shines afterifl 
of oppression and corruption ; it advances with the ^ 
ciple which preserves and renews it, the knowledge 
which it is the eiTect, instead of becoming feebJe wi 
lime, lilie llie manners which gave birth lo the first lib* 
ty — knowledge, I say grows stronger on the coatit 
with time ; tlius it forsakes not the liberty whidl Ufa 
produced ; constantly about that liberty, it is at encc i 
generative virtue and its ineshauelible source. 

To conclude ; the United Slates have one eatt, 
more i their population does not occupy an eidtU. 
pan of Uieir territory. America still dweHa in iba 
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dernees ; for a long time to come her deserts will be her 
manners, and knowledge her liberty- 

Religion. — The consequences resulting from the en- 
joyment of religious liberty have been highly faTourabl?. 
Free disBusaion has enlightened the ignorant, di^arm^ 
superstition of ita dreadful powers, and consigned to ob> 
livion many erroneous and fantastic creeds. Religioolf 
oppression, and the vindictive feehngs it arouses, bt^ 
hardly knowu. Catholics and Protestants live togetheii 
in harmony ; and proteatanta who diaagree, employ, ii 
defending their own doctrines, and in assailing those a 
their antagonists, the weapons only of reason and eldl 

In the New England slates, the independents or con 
gregalionahslfj constitute the most numerous denomint 
tion ; in the middle states, the presbyterians ; and in tb 
southern, (he methodista. Baptists. Episcopalian!, aii 
Roman Catholics are found in all the states ; but in M» 
ryland and Louisiana, the Catholica are more nnmeroi 
than elsewhere. Eacb of these sects has one or moi 
seminaries of learning, in which its peculiar doctriai 
are taught, and young men are educated for the ministry 
Many other secta exist, but reason, leas tolerant than ih 
laws, is gradually diminishing the number. 

AcRiL-tJi.TnRE m 1820. — The number of persoi 
gaged in agriculture waa 2,870,646. The value of 'all il 
products exported during the year ending the 30ih i 
September, 1823, waa 37,646,000 dollars. The prind 
pal articles were, cotton lo the value of 20,445,000 dd 
hire ; flour to the vuhie of 4,962,000 dollars ; tobacco f 
the value of 4,^2,000 dollars ; and rice to (he value i 
1,831,000 dollars. The value of provisions of all kin( 
exported, was 13,460,000 dollars, and it has, in man; 
years, been greater. A people able to spare such a 
amount of the necesaariea of life can never be in dangi 
of sutTeriiig from want, 

CuMMEKCE — The stale of the world, for several yea] 
subsequent to the commencement of the French revolij 
tion, offered great encouragement to the commercial en 
■ terpriBO of the country. While almost every other pew 
rcj was engaged in war, the United States were neutral 
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^^H^ir veseela nB«i piled' the ocean in lafely, niid were ei 
^^^fttyc^d to carry from port lo port, ihe cniDiDodilieB of tb. 
^^^Bliger«m nalioRs. In dSieea years, beginning wld 
^^^n03, itiese faroiirable circumstances increased <* 
ainouDl oT American lonnage from 491,000 I 
tone, and the revenue arising from commerce, fronl 
4,3(»9,000 10 lG,8(i».000 dollars. 

In IStJO, iheniimbpr of persooB engaged ii 
was 72<493. In 1823, ihe whole amouni of exporto wul 
74,799,000 dollars ; the amount o( imports was 77^79^ I 
009 dollars, the balance, in favour of the United 8l«M ' 
being about three millions of dollars. As llie imperl 
however, are always undervalued at the custom-boua 
the additional weaUb, which, in that year, accrued lo A 
, na^on from commerce, wag undoubtedly greater. 
" In other years, the commerce of the country haa flots 
ished more. In 1807, ihe exports amonnied to 1(W,343( 
(too dollars, and the imports to 138,574,000 ilollarB. T 

Jrincipal causes of the decline which hss taken pju 
_ Ale been, the restoration of peace in Europe, and t 
^■^Krease of the product of domestic manfactureG, T 
^^^bvmer lias permitted all other nations to become o 
"Mmpeiiiors ; the latt«r has rendered it imneceasary t 
resort lo Europe for most of the convenieticesand m 
of ihe lusuries of life. The depreasion will not I 
continue. The indeponilencB of the Somh Americinn 
publics has opineii a wide lield for ihc enterprise of 01 
mei'chanis, and given a brighter hoe to iheir future prw 
pecis. 

DFBT,BEVBNCE,ASDE.\PBKDITrRES.— WhWl,i«l7« 

t!ie public de!>l wan firsi fnndcd, it amounleil iq about 7i 
(H)0,000 of dollars. In 1H03, by the purchase of I 
ana, it was augmented to about 85,500,000. In the bU 
years which fallowed, a large amouni was paid, Inn 
due. in 1812, but little more than 45,000,«X). To deft^ 
the expenses of the war, which was declared in that yw 
more than 80,000,000 of new debt was cuutntrtc/ 
large portion has since been paid, and, on ihu firndiv 
January, 1833, the amount of it was 90,865,877 dollus. 
"" I' the re]»ublic is derived piii 

'., and from the sale of public lat 
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In 1832, there accrued from the former source, ihe aum 
of 2<l,500,776 dollars, from the laiter source, 1,803,581 ; 
and from other sources, 839,084. The ttmowut, however, 
which was actually received, duriug the year, was but 
20,234,427. 

The expeuditures, during the same year, wer^ as fol- 
lows: Civil, diplomaUc, and miscellaiieoua, 1,967,996! 
for the pay and support of the army, the eonstruction of 
forta, the supply of arms, the payment of pensions, and , 
the various expenses of the Indian department, &,635f* 
188 i for the support and increase of the navy, %234,- 
458 ; for the payment of the interest, and for ihe redemp- 
tion of that portion of the principal of the debt which 
became due within the year, 7,848,919 ; amounting in tha 
whole (o 17,67li,591, and leaving an excess of rerenns; 
over expendJiure of 2,655,836 dollars. 

Great Britain may be taken as a favorable example of, 
the European governments. The people of that king- 
dom pay, annuajly, for (he support of their sovereign and 
his relatives, nearly two and a half millions uf dollars,^ 
while the compensation of the president of the United 
States is but twenty-dve thousand. In the salaries of the^ 
subtirdinate officers of government, the disproportion i^ 
not so great, but is generally nevertheless, as four or five' 
to one. 

The military peace establishment of great Britain cosla 
annually thirty-four millions of dollars ; that of the Uni- 
ted States but hlile more than five millions. The naval 
establishment of the former costs twenty-tavo millions ; 
chat of the tatter less than two and a half millions. 
British subjects pay in taxes, raised exclusively for 
tional purposes, at the rate of fifteen dollars yearly for 
each individual; the citizens of the United States pay, 
in national and state (axes, al the rate of but two dollars;. 
And as the whole population of Great Britain arnPlre- 
land is included in the cstitnat^ the individual wealth ot 
the subjects of the united kingdom, and uf the citizens of 
the American republic, may on an average, he conaider- 
•ed nearly equal. 

On the 4th of March, A. D. 1639, Andrew Jacksom- 
took the oath of office as president of the United Stal£% 
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fur Uie lerm of four years, and John C. Calboiu 
pre ai dent— oar conntry being in a very prosperooB and 
flourishing slate, the nalioual debt being greatly decreasad 
and things in general wore a very pleasine appearsnee. 
The naiiun is tranquil, and remains unmotred. The cob' 
etitmion and laws of our country do not real on the poini 
of mercenary bayonets, and freedom of Henirment ma' 
up the moral power which ia, at once, Ch«j envy and « 
der of the world. 

The follnwing is the Inaiig^ural Address of General Asr- 
drno Jackson on being mcom into the office of Pren*, 
^^ 4ent of the V. States. 

^K^ pELLoir Citizens: About to undertake th« ardaow 

^BvUea that 1 have been appointed to perform, by tbff 

■ -choice of a free people,' I avail myself of this customary 

and sulenm occasion, to express the gratitnde whidf 

their conlidencD Inspires, and to acknowledge the a 

countabibty which my liiuntion enjoins. While l] 

-^-nagnitude of their interest!^ convinces me that do tha 

^«ta be adequate to the honour they hove conferred, il 

^n^ttioiiishes mo thai the best return 1 can make, is tbl 

B^BBaluus dedication of my humble abilities to their serviM 

»nd their good. 

As the instrument of the Federal Constitution it wiU 
devolve on me, for a stated period, to execute the laws ol 
the United Slates ; to superinlend their foreign and ll 
cuufederale relations ; lo manage their revenue i tO< 
mand their forces ; and, by communficatinns to the h 
laiure, to natch over and promote their interests ge 
ally. And the principlee of action by which I shall « 
deuvour to accomplish this circle of duties, it is now pt« 
per for me brieliy to explain. 

In administering the laws of Congress, I sb&ll keq 
eteadily in view the limitations as well as the extent a 
the executive power, trasting thereby to Uischarge Al 
functions of my office without transcending its autburiiy 
With foreign nations il will be my study to preser* 
peace, and to cultivate friendship on fair and honosnM 
""Us : and in the adjustment of any difference that msj 
It vr arise, to exhibit the forbearance bocuming k po* 
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in, rather than the sensibUity belonging 10 a gal> 



E 

^W peupl. 

^^^^^ sufh nea^uree as I may be catted ou to pursue, 

^^^Bd to the rigKt9 of the separate States, 1 liope to bean- 

^^Sited by a proper reaped fof tliose sovereign memberw 

of oar Union i laking care not to rnofound the power: 

tlity have reserved to ihemaelvea, with tliose they hav< 

gmnieil to the confederacy. , 

The tuuuageiueni of the public revenue — that Ecarch-i 

iDg operation in all govcrnmenls — is among ihe most det^ 

ir^te and important trusts in oiirs;,and it wilh ofcouraeii 

demand no inconsiilerahte share of my uSicial HolieiCudOi^ 

Under every aspect in which it can be considered) it 

wooid appear that advantage must result frpm the ob« 

a strict and faithful economv. This I sfai " 



aim at the more anxiously, both because it will facilitai^ 
the extiiigiiishinent of the nolionaj debt; the unner^ason 
ry duraiiou of which is incompatible witli real iniiepen- 
dcncc; and because it will counteract the tendency 1<| 
public and private profligacy, which a profuse expendit- 
ure of money by the Government, is but too apt to enn 
gender. Powerful auxiliaries to the atlainmcnt of ifaisi 
desirable end, are lo be found in the regulations provided 
by the wisdom of Congress, for the specific appropria-i 
tion of public money, and the prompt accountahiUty oC 
public oHicera. 

With regard to a proper selection of the subjec 
post, with a view to revenue, it would seem to me thaC 
the spirit of e<:|uily, caution, and compromise, in whtc)^ 
the Conslituiion was formed, requires that the great i»^ 
lerests of agriculture, commerce, and manuActures^ 
should be equally favoured ; and that, perliajis the onljf. 
exception to this rule, should conisist in the peculiar en-i. 
couragement of any products of either of tliem that majr 
be found essential to our national indepi'ndence. 

Internal improvement, and the diflusion of knowledge, 
SO far as they can be promoted by the co ' ' ' 
of the Federal Government, are of high ii 

Considering standing armies as dangerous to free gov- 
ernments, in time of peace, I shall not seek to enforge. 
our present establisiuneat, nor disregard that aulutary 
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ksBon of political experience, which teaches that the 
miliiary Ghoiilil be held subordinate to the civil power. 
The gradual increase of our Navy, whose flag haa liis- 
played, in dislaat citnies, our skill in navigation, and our 
fame iu arma; the preservation uf our forts, arsenals, aiiJ 
dockyards ; and the introduction of progressive impruc^ 
nientd in the diacipline and science of both brnncbei uf 
our military service, are ao plamly prescribed by pru- 
dence, that I should be excused for omitting their men- 
tion, sooner tbnn for enlarging on their imporlauce. Bui 
the bulwark of our defence is the national militia, wluch, 
in the present state of our intelligence aad populattoih 
must render us invincible. As long as our govjcmmeni 
is administered for the good of the people, and is regula- 
ted by their will ; as long as it secures to us. the rights of 
person and of property, liberty of conscience and of llw 
press, it will be worth ilefending, and so Iqng as it a 
w or til defending, a patriotic militia will cover it with aa 
impenetrable affis. Partial injuries and occasional mor- 
tifications we may be subjected to, but a million of armed 
freemen possesses of ihe means of war, can never ha 
conquered by a foreign foe. To any just system, there- 
fore, calculated to strengthen this natural safeguard of 
the country, I shall cheerfully lend all the aid in my pow- 

It will be my sincere and constant desire to 
towards the Indian tribes within our limits, a just ■ 
liljeral policy ; and (o give thai humans and consider! 
attention to their rights and their wants which ore ea 
sistent with the habits of our government, and the fe 
ings of our people. 

The recent demonslralion of public sentiment iascrib 
on the list of Executive duties, in characters too teeil 
to be overlooked, the task of Reform ; which will i 
quire, parliculaily, the correction of those abuses tl 
have brought the patronage of the Federal Govenimi 
into conflict with iJie freedom of elections, and the eoi 
teraclion of those causes which have disturbed the rigl 
ful course of appointment, and have placed, or conliflB 
power, in nnfailJifid or incompetent hands. 
Id the performance of a task thus generally dt 
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nhall endeavor to select men whose diligcaceand tal- 
ents will ensure, in their resperiive statioiia, able and 
taithful co-operation; depending-, for the advHncenient 
of the public service, more on the iotegrily of the pub- 
lic ofEccra, than on their numbers. 

A diffidence, perhnpa too ju^t, in my own qualifications, 
will teach me to look with reverence to the esamples of 
public virtue left by my illustrious predocessora, and wiUi 
veueralion to the lights that (low from the mind that 
founded, and the mind that relbrmed our Byatem. The 
same diffidence induces me to hope for iDstructlcin and 
nid from the cu-ordinate branches of the gov«mmenI, 
and for the indulgence and support of my follow oili^ns 
^nerally. And a (irm reliance on the goodfiesa of that 
Power whose Providence mercifully protected our ne- 
tional infancy, and has since upheld our liberties in. v«- 
riauB vicissitudes, encourages me to oirer up my ardbnt 
suppHcations that he will continue to make our beloved 
Courrtry the object of his divine care and gracious bene- 
diction. 

WasMvffton, ith March, 1839. 

Gbnehal Asdbew Jackson — 

Sir : We. u few of the surviving officers and soldiers 
of the army of lJi« revolution, now convened at this 
place, most respectfully solicit the honour of forming 
yonr escort to the capitol, where you are about to be in- 
augurated as President of the United States. 

Fomier events, and our advaucttd agca, preclude the 
idea that this is designed to be a military pageant; no, 
f\r, it is far otherwise ; having fought in the defence of 
tlic sacred rights of man, and for the liberty. Rovereign- 
ly. and independence of these United Slates, now hap- 
pily bfmnil mgether, as we fondly hope, by an indissolu- 
ble chain, we feel desirous to avail ourselves of the op- 
portunity of being present when the guardianship of 
these invaluable benefits shall be deposited in your hands. 

'Die valor, the judgment, the independence of mind, 
the prudence, the firmness, and the true patriotism of 
our great commander, Washington, led us tritiniphanlJv |^ 
ihi'uu^h the rcvoIutiooBry war, and the nation Uirouf^ 
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the first periods of the federal cuostitutioa ; and we hare 
entire confidence that the exercise of the same transcan- 
denl virtues, will, under God, preserve inriolate our li|>- 
erdes, independence and union, during your adminielra- 
lion — and it is our most ardent prayer that they may be 
perpetual — may your days ^e long and happy — may in- 
creasing honors muldply on your head — and, like yosr 
first predecessor, may yon add a civic monumeDt to your 
martial gloiy ; and, like his, may they be imperisbable. 
We have the honor to be, with the highest respect, 
your most ob't aer'ts. William Polk, Chairn[iao — John 
Nicholas, Aaron Ogden, Abraham Broom, Robert Boi- 
ling, Elnathan Sears, Robert Kaene, J. Woodsides, Phil- 
ip Stewart, Armislead Long, Jno. M. Tavloj 
Browne Cutting, Caleb Stark, William Ganiblo, Jscoli 
Gideon, sr. ^ 

To this address, the President made the following re- 
ply ; 

Respected Friends : Your affectionate address awakens 
sentiments and recollections, which I feel with sincerity, 
and cherish with pride. To have around ray person, at 
the moment of undertaking the most solemn of all duties 
to my country, the companions of the immortal Wa^h- 
iogtitn, will afford me satisfaction and grateful encour 
agcroent. That by my best exertions, I sball he ableu 
exhibit more than an imitation of his patriotic labors, I 
sense of my own imperfection, and the reverence I end 
lertain for his virtues, forbid me to hope. i 

To you, respected friends, the survivors of that hexali 
band, who followed him so long and so valiantly in A 
""ftih of glory, I oiler my sincere thanks, and to hotn 
~r prayers, that your remaining years may be ae bapj 
oils and your lives have been illuslrious. 

ANDREW JACK80K. \ 
Mowing shews the rank which the pert 
rre named, held at the close of tlie revolutionary > 
William Polk, colonel. North Carolina ; John Nicfc 
llieut. colonel, Virginia; Aaron Ogden, captain,! 
^ey ; Robert Boiling, captain, Virginia ; Will 
mble, major. New Jersey ; Philip Stewart, lieat.. ^Hi^ 
J Caleb Slitk, Ueut. and D. C. N. Hampshire; Jn».J 
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M, Taylor, lieot. colonel, Penii. ; Abraham Broom, lieuL 

Maryland ; Elnathan Sears, lieut. New-York ; Absolem 
Baker, private, S. Caroline ; Jacob Gideon, private, Vir- 
ginia ; Armiatead Long, privaie, Virginia cavalry. 

In, the House of Representatives of the V. S. on Feb. 21, 
the fiillowitig Report was made : 
The committee on roads and canals, lo which was re- 
ferred the memorial of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road 
company. Report, 

That tilia company was incorporated by nn act of the 
legislature of Maryland, in Febrnary, I637| which has 
since been confirmed by the stales of Virginia and Penn- 
sylvania, through which it is supposed the road will pasi 
in its progress to the Ohio river. The company was or- 
ganised in April, 1827. — The capital stocit of the com- 
pany consists of four millions of dsllars, three of which 
have been subscribed by private individuals, and (he 
fourth by the state of Maryland and the city of Baltimore. 
On this stock there has been paid by instalments seven 
and a half per centum, and a further call of 3 1-2 per 
centum, payable on the lOth of March neit, has bee. ' 
great measure anticipated. 

The execution of the work was commenced on the4lli 
of July last, and has progrossed with unusual spirit and, 
activity. The graduation and bridging of twenty-five 
tnilesof the'mosLexpensive anddilRcull part bf the rout 
i.s under active operation, and is in a successful train t 
esecution. An improved rail road car of recent. in ven-' 
lion, has been put in operation on the Icmporary nil- 
ways constructed for the removal of eSrth for the gradu-! 
ation of ihe road, which promises the most important and' 
beneficial results in the diminution of the power neceesa- 
ry for the imnsporlation of heavy burdens on rail roads. 
The highest estimate made of the cost of this work hs^ 
been $30,000 per mile, and the experience of the compa- 
ny, we are assured, proves that ii cannot exceed and will 
most probably fall short of this sum. The distance from 
^■te city of Baltimore to the river Ohio mayvaryfron 
^^■p to 350 miles, so that th« whole cost of executing ihii 



UMVERSAL HISTOUT OF 

kaenifiMnl enterprise wilt not perhaps «sc««il 
'iQlion)! iTf Hotbrs. 

commiiieu believe that thi? work, if BdccessfVit^ 
eil, will arciitly promnte the interests of the u 
bid will bt; of naiiunal importance to relerence to oa 
it militnry anil comii.errial operations, nnd aa « niei 
ihe safe ami Bpeedy tntasmisston of the mail. In 
Viiluals who IjatF actjuired iheir estates by tndustry a 
pnidMira, hnve invested millions in the stock of thia co 
pnny. Ast^ocialeil with the venerable nemes of Chsrlfl 
Carroll, oi CarrolUon, are found the names of many i(i 
kimen of wealtli, hiufh character and gi*eal entcTpriM 
Et'Cun lianlty he tlionght necessary for the cbmm'niet t 
'into along argument or statistical deiail of faeis, t 
p thn advantages wliith will be derived from theti 
■sful cnmpletion of this work. When wc adreri I 
e various agricultural productions of the great seeticn 
^otir cnnntry to he connected by this road, — to tha 
jjpiaustleas mines of iron and coal, — their forests ai 
Mftrriea, anil to the amoiml of foreign anil domestic n 
ndise necessary for their supply, no doubt can be ei 
uined but thai the interest of the nation re(]uiree it 
ihe facilities of transportation between them, should h 
increased by every practicable means. 

When corporations untl individuals go before oa in ill 
execution of works, truly national in their characterai 

IbjectS) this government will not withhold i 
ta tlius most effectually promote the iliirusiuti of iniell 
^ce, secure the rapid movement and c on ceD tralion 1 
iDups and military stores in war, extend the comEiRi 
r thesutes, and give permanency to the union, 
lould he urgpil to aiil in that and similar works, wIh 
kaured of iheir practicability from the consideratiun tt 
le territory which will soou contain more than half t! 
Biatps in the union is geparated fVom the seat of ibe't 
lional government, by a rnugh and mountiirieou9Teriii 
over which we have not constructed ev#n a road ttnmil 
we Mn with any reasonable safety and expedition I 
r 'Wit the muil, or convey to our Atlantic cities the ritJH 
rariotis productions of th<^ west. 
^ The cummraitlee have witnessed with regret lh« h 
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Conlroversy which unforlunately exists lietweeD ihe rail 
road company end the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Com- 
pany, and which they believe might easily be aeltled to 
the mutual interest of the parties, by the eiiltiTation of 
a proper spirit and a disposition to promote by the mort 
efficient means the great interests of the country, inde- 
pendent of local jealousies and competition. In the fa- 
vorable views entertained of the proposed rail road, tha 
cooimmitlee have not lost sight of the Chesapeake and 
Ohio canal, of which congress has, expressed its decided 
approbation by various acts, and for the construction of 
which a liberal appropriatioQ has been made ; nor in any 
aid by which they propose to quicken the energies of lh« 
assorfatioo, would ihey in any manner compromit the in- 
terests of the other. It has been suggested that the right 
acquired by the Chesapeake and Ohio canal company, Is' 
construct a rail road from Cumberlaud across the moun- 
tains to the west precludes the rail road company from 
constructing a similar work, under their subsequent char- , 
ter, between the same points. While the commilte* do 
not at this time feel themselves called upon to expreaa 
any opinion upon this question, it is, perhaps, not t* b« 
rt^^etied, that the delay induced by other causes will 
aHord ample opportunities for such surveys and esatnina-' 
tiong to be made as shall demonstrate the pructicabililjr 
or ixiespediency of these works in a manner satisfactory 
to the respective companies, and thus conduce to thebcit' 
interests of the pubhc ; and should the result of sanfa ex- 
aminations and the experience which time will bring with' 
it, proves unfavorable to the plans and objects of eilhec 
company, an additional incentive to. those already men- 
tioned, will be presented for an union of interests and 
operations between all parties, by which will be attained 
with still greater certainly, the great object — a commuui- 
cation between the eastern and navigable waters. 

In examining the charter of the rail road company, tiM 
committee arc aware that the provision prohibiting any 
other company or person from travelling upon or using 
any of the roads of the company without its license, 
seems to render it obnoxioua to the charge of a clos« 
monopuly ; but ihey have considered that in the trans- 
3Q 
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^^Mil&tion of all property on the ntil way, wagons 
^^Kliculsr and uniform coiistriiction only must be t»ed, 
^^Bob having a proper adaptation to ihe rail and that this 
Isnisiile ration, wiili others which might be given, may re- 
quire auch a provision in the charter — the rommilt^e «ee 
no cause of alarm from this restriction. The interests of 
the company will ai all times, be best promoted by ei 
nulling that of the public. Time and experience willdia- 
close tiie methods by which the great and paramoanl in- 
IrrestB of the community can be most eflectually subserr- 
ed, and th<tre can be no doubt but that the patriotic vi 
which prompted this undertaking will lead to the ailop- 
lion of such regulationB as shall prove best calculated I' 
■ecurc a safe, che^p and speedy communication. • 

"When the Chesapeake and Ohio canal and the Balti- 
more nnd Ohio raU road, shall both have been completed . 
to iha point fif their junction below Htirper's Ferry, lh«i 
relatire advantages of each will be fully demonstrated! 
anil no doubt is cnlertainett by the committee but that 
their interests may be harmonized. The common objeel 
of both, by which the great interests of the nation are to. 
be advanced is to open the best practicable cummumca- 
tion between the Chesapeake bay and the great valley of 
the Mississippi. The hope is enieriained that these com- 
panies will co-operate in effecting by their united mewit 
this great enterprise in which ibe prosperity of the whole 
nation is so deeply involved. If experience' shall jusliiy 
the opinion that the rail road will famish greater practi* 
cal advantages than the canal, the committee would chee^ 
fully recommend a liberal appropriation to the stock 01"^ 
^Jhs company, but as the completion of a pari of the w 
^^wore the next session will it is hoped realize in its 
^^H^tages the wishes and expectations of the conpanyi 
^^H committee defer reporting a bill or subtiluling au]^ 
^^pwposition on the subject at this late period of the »es- 
lion. They are llie more readily reconciled to this delay 
(the result of necessity) from the circumstance thai Ah 
enterprising association, proceeding as they appear H 
^yre done with a caution proportioned to the magnitvdi. 
klfae undertaking, have sent scientific unJ practical en- 
Bia to examine the most important works of Ihifl de< 
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Bcription in England, the result of whose ohiervationt 
will enable the company lo prosecute the work under 
more fovorable auspices and will ako furnish important 
data for the information of congress when ever ih^ 
may be required lo legislate on this interesting subject. 



We give our readers an accovnt of two remarkable an- 
ecdotes which took place during the Ajn^irican Revolution. 

General Pulnatii's adventure. 

General Putnam, who had been slationed with a re- 
spectable force at Reading, in Connecticut, then on B 
visit lo his oul-post, at llorae Necli, was attacked hf- 
Governor Tryon, with one Ihouaand fire hundred men>i 
Putnam had only a picket of one hundred and fifty men, 
and two field pieces, without horses or tlrag-ropes. H« 
however placed liis cannon on the high ground near the' 
meeting-house, and continued to pour in upon the advan* 
cingfoe, until the enemy's horse appeared upo^ charge. 
The general now hastily ordered his men to retreat to s 
neighbouring swamp, inaccessible to horse, while h«. 
himself, put spurs to hia ateed, and plunged down 
precipice at the church. 

This is BO ateep, aa to have artificial stairs, composedi 
of nearly one kuTidrcd stone steps, for the accommodat' 
of worahippera ascending to the sanctuary, " On the ar- 
rival of -the dragoons at the brow of the Mil, they pans- 
ed, thinking it too dangerous to follow the steps of the> 
adventurous hero. Before any could go round the hill 
and descend, Putnam had escaped, uninjured by the many 
balls which were fired at him in his descent ; but one 
touched him, and that only passed through his hat. He 
proceeded to Stamford, where, having alreogihcned hia 
picket with some militia, he boldly faced about and pur- 
ailed governor Tryon on hia return. 

Notwithstanding the known bravery, good cond 
and excellent character of general Putnam, in the spring 
of 181B, an account of the battle of Bunker's Hill was 
published iu the Port Folio, animadverting on his t 
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II ihe afltiir. with much severin-- The antbor mt 
^nrral Ilrnry Desrbnrn, and his Eiai«in4^nts «fere 
ricwed with amazement. Thpy were answered by colo» 
nel Dnniel Pulnam, the son of ihe general, and tnumpb- 
aiilly rpfuted by a ma^js of able ilocunieuts and ceftiflcUn 
fnom disiinguished gentlemen who were in that tremend- 
ous conflict. ^Vhi) this attack was made on the posthu- 
mous fame of an officer of enrh cclebnl)', does not ap- 
pear. Al (he lime the impression went abroad, that g«!J- 
era! Defirliorn wished to raise bis own fame, which wsa 
at alow ebb, on the ruins of another. But lh(iy are boUi 
ut rest with their falhera. Peace to their ashes. 

Cohnrl John Wkile^s adventure. 

While Ihe siege of Sayannah was pem^in^, one a 
most estraordinary enterprises ever related in Metoryj 
one, indeed, which nothing, but the respectability of IM 
testimony, could hare prevented our considering as mar^ 
vclloun, occurred. Ilwasan enterprise conreived and' 
('>:ecu(edd>y rolonel John White of the Georgia line. A 
1 :ipiain French, of Delancey's first battalion, was poBlc4 
>' illi one hundred men, DritiaU regulars, on the Ogeediet 
I i' or, about twenty-fire miles from Savannah. TtierA 
i :v also at the same place five armed vessels, the largest 
I nmniing fourteen guns, and having on board altogether' 
r.i(.v-onemen. Colonel White, with captain Etholm^ 
Ihiee soldiers, and his own servant, approached this post, 
on the evening of the 30th of September, kindled a num- 
ber of firea, arranging them in the manner of a largft 
cnmp, and summoned French lo surrender, he and hit 
fomrfld«s in the mean time riding about in various direc- 
liitns, sud giving orders in a loud voice, aa if perfonntag 
;he duties of ihe slaff, to a large army, French, not 
doubting ihe reality of what he saw, and anstons to span 
the effusion of blood, which a contest with a force so flU^ 
perior would produce, surrendered the whole detach' 
meni, together with the crews of the five vessels, amount 
ing in all la one hundred and forty-one men, and i 
hundred and thirty stands of arms ! 

Coignel White had still, however, a very difficult gaiH 
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,j play ; it was necessary to keep up the delusion of 

taptain French, until tbe prisoners should be secured ;^ 

d with this view, he pretended that the animosity of bit' 

(oops was so ungovernable, thai a little strslogem vould 

y neoessary to save the prisoners from their fury, and 

" he should therefore commit them to the care ol^ 

e guides, with orders to ronduet them to a place of 

ty. With many thanks for the colonel's hamanity, 

^nch accepted the proposition, and marched off at s 

■Sck pace, under tlie direction of three guides, fearfiil, 

• every step, that the' rage of "While's troops would 

rat upon them in defiance of his humane attempts W_ 

itrain them. While, as soon as they were out of sighl^' 

ftployed himself in collecting the militia of the neigh-' 

Irhood, with whom he overtook his prisoners, an*! 

key were conducted in safely for twenty-five milefli Ut^ 

B American fort. 
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